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Employee Groups 
Hold Annual Meetings 


Directors Picked For The 
Employee Credit And Mu- 
tual Benefit Associations; 
Surgical Benefits Are 
Revised Upward. 


os 


Se of two employee 
groups—the Co-operative | 
Association and the 

1 Benefit Association— 
weld their annual meetings in | 
the general office building, in | 
Lineoln, on January 8. The) 
Credit Association members 
re-elected all but three of their | 
1943 directors. The three who| 
asked to be relieved of this | 
responsibility were Paul 
Schmeltzer, George Walroth 
and M. W. Franklin. Elected | 


— 
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to replace them were A. B.| 
Smith, Bert Overcash and R. | 
H. Spohn, all of Lincoln. 


Credit and supervisory com-_| 
mittees remain the same. | 
The new board of directors | 
will select 1944 officers in the | 
very near future, and next) 
month’s “News” will carry | 
their names. | 

The Mutual Benefit Asso-) 
ciation members re-elected all | 
1943 directors. Officers will | 
be elected within a short time. | 
The most important item of| 
business transacted at this| 
meeting, from the viewpoint 
of members, was the approval | 

the higher schedule of sur- | 
gical benefits recommended | 
by the board of directors. In| 
general, the new schedule will 
be approximately 30 per cent 
higher overall, and it is the) 
hope of the directors that it | 
will come much nearer to 
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parents — Mr. 
is shown here. 


meeting actual surgical fees. War Bond 

On the basis of the first year’s | Dri Under W 

experience, it seemed feasible rive Unaer ay 

to the directors to recommend | A MONTH long drive to in- 

an increase in surgical bene- 

fits without “upping” the pres-' 

ent monthly membership pay-| jof War Bonds by emp iia 

ment. Every member will | 8°t under way on January 

receive a copy oft the new sur- | The campaign will be on an 

gical fee schedule as soon as it| area basis — similar in many '! 

is printed. ‘respects to our sales cam- 
|paigns of other years. 

Traffic Department ‘announcement of the cam- 
'paign plan has already been 


Organization Changes 
NUMBER of important) tins, and next month’s “News” 


duce additional purchases | 


F 


“The Star Spangled Banner.” 


Mutual Benefit 


Association Payments 


IVE members of the Em- 

ployees Mutual Benefit As- 
sociation received hospitaliza- 
tion and surgical benefit pay- 
ments during December, as 
follows: Genevieve Cox, Lin- 
coln commercial, $2.10; R. C. 
Parsons, Lincoln commercial, 


Full | $29. 60; Mrs. Madeline Troudt, 


Superior plant-traffic, $129; 
Paul Schmeltzer, construction 
superintendent, $37; B. F. Fer- 


‘made through special bulle-| guson, supply department, $25. 


changes have been made will carry full details of its Bert Huddleston 


recently in the traffic depart- | 
ment’s territorial organiza-| 
tion. At York, Chief Operator 
Maxine Pickrel, a recent bride, | Harold Cunningham 


| progress. 


resigned to join her husband 
in California. Her departure Making Brave Fight 
HE “News” learns that 


resulted in the promotion of| 
Elizabeth Mohler from assist-| 4 Harold Cunningham, chief 
ant chief to chief operator,,clerk in the supply depart- 
while Mrs. Edna Pflughaupt,|ment, who suffered a severe! 
supervisor, moved up to the| heart attack on October 2, un- 


assistant’s position. Melba/|derwent a thyroid operation | 


Richards, chief operator at Su-| on December 27. He rallied 
perior, has been transferred | from this as well as could be| t 
to Lincoln for additional train- | expected, and it is hoped that 
ing before being assigned to| the operation will eventually 
new duties. Assistant Chief! benefit his heart condition. At 


Suffers Heart Attack 
ERBERT Huddleston, gen- 


eral storekeeper in the 
warehouse, Lincoln, and a 
prime favorite with em- 


ployees in all parts of our ter- 
ritory, suffered a severe heart 
attack at his home on the 
night of October 5. He was 
taken at once to St. Elizabeth 
hospital where, at the time 
this is written, he was resting 
well and was giving evidence 
of considerable improvement. 
Should this improvement con- 


Operator Francis Harmon was|the time this was written,|timue until this issue of the 


named chief operator, 
her place was taken by Elea-| i ing further attacks. The brave 
nor MHensell, instructor. At| fight he is making for recov- 
Polk, Arlene Wright, chief op-;ery is a hopeful sign in the 
evator-cashier, resigned and|eyes of his many friends. The 
was replaced by Loneta An-|esteem is which Harold is 
derson, while at Tobias Nata | ‘held by those who work with 
Hershey y, chief operator-cash- | ‘him was evidenced just be- 
ier, was transferred to Geneva. | fore Christmas, when his co-| 
Her place was taken by Mrs. | ‘workers in the supply and 
Adell Hershey, a former em- | construction offices presented 
ployee. Mrs. Aner McKenzey,|him with a receipt which 
chief operator-cashier at Val-|made him their guest in his 


paraiso, has resigned and has room at Bryan Memorial hos-| 


been succeeded by Augusta | pital on Christmas Day and'| 
Carison. |again on New Year’s Day. 


while however, he had been suffer-| 


“News” is published, it seems 
safe to say that he will be 
able to welcome visits and 
cards from his legion of Com- 
pany friends. His room num- 
ber is 248. 


Betty Orme and William T. 
Cochrane, were united in mar- 


‘riage at a four o’clock service 


on December 16, 1948. Rev. 
Dr. James G. Plankey per- 
formed the ceremony at the 
home of the bride’s parents. 
“Bill” is an employee of the 
| Lincoln business office. 


| 


Christmas Toll 
Load Was Heavier 


LTHOUGH offered toll 
+41 business on Christmas Day 
was heavier in 1943 than on 
the same date the previous 
year, our Lincoln traffic force 
made a nice improvement in 
its percentage of completions. 

On Christmas Day in 1942, 
the Lincoln toll board was of- 
fered 2,404 calls, of which it 
completed 1,312. Our offered 
business on Christmas Day of 
1943 amounted to 2,667 calls, 
of which 1,606 were com- 
pleted. Thus, the 1943 record 
shows an increase in comple- 
tions of approximately 10 per 
cent. This, the “News’’ feels, 
is most amazing—since delays 
were posted of from 19 to 20 
hours on calls to California; 
from 8 to 9 hours on calls to 
New York; and from 6 to 7 
hours on calls to Chicago. 

Offered calls were also 
heavy on the day before 
Christmas — amounting to 
2,815 calls, with 2,139 comple- 
tions. Many of these, of 
course, were Christmas Eve 
calls from the Lincoln Air 
Base to distant points 
throughout the nation. It must 
be admitted, of course, that an 
increase in Long Lines facili- 
ties in various parts of the 
country helped to make our 
1943 completion record better 
than that of 1942, but a large 
amount of credit for the im- 
proved showing must go to 
the splendid girls of our Lin- 
coln operating force. Chief 
Operator Berniece Smith is to 
be commended for keeping 
her force at a high peak of ef- 
ficiency in the face of the 
many handicaps imposed by 
war conditions. 
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STIRRING ei hdteh il Ee badhttcd, heise WERE HONORED 


The active camera of our staff photographer picked up some of the highlights of the reception for employee parents who have sons or 
daughters in the armed forces, which is described in detail in an adjoining column. 
Mrs. W. L. Watson, Mrs. Herbert Huddleston and Mr. Huddleston. 2. Vice President Thomas C. Woods had just finished presenting the 
Gold Star service pins to, left to right, Mr. Frank Donovan, his daughter, June, and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Green. 3. Our only four-star 
and Mrs. W. H. Spurlock — pose beside the flag which their four sons are defending. 4. A portion of the one-star group 

5. The thrilling and dramatic flag ceremony was snapped just as Marie Wood Jackson was concluding her rendition of 


Three of our three-star parents. Left to right, 


Western Electric 
Branch Comes To Lincoln 


6 heres war production respon- 
sibilities of the Western 
Electric Company have now 
grown to an extent that the 
facilities of their three main 
manufacturing plants at Chi- 
cago, Ill., Kearney, N. J., and 
Baltimore, Md., can no longer 
supply the constant demand 
for additional production. The 
Company not long ago made a 
survey of all the cities in this 
part of the country in an ef- 
fort to locate a community 
with suitable buildings to ac- 
comodate an additional plant. 
The approximately 200,000 
square feet of floor space 
needed made the problem 
very difficult. Large buildings 
under present conditions are 
not readily available and, in 
addition, it was necessary to 
locate the plant ina city 
where sufficient labor for 
plant operation could be se- 
cured. 


Prolonged negotiations re- 
sulted in the firm securing 
leases upon two large build- 
ings in Lincoln—the Buick 
building and the Hardy Furni- 
ture Company warehouse. The 
firms occupying these build- 
ings patriotically agreed to 
seek other quarters in order to 
bring so important an indus- 
try to Lincoln. It is estimated 
that the Western Electric 
branch factory in Lincoln will 
employ, when in full opera® 
tion, 2,500 people, of whom 
about 1,800 will be women. 
The coming of this plant, plus the 
recently acquired Goodyear 
branch factory and the Elastic 
Stop Nut plant, means that a big 
step forward in the industrial sta- 


tus of Nebraska’s capital city has 
been taken in the past two years. 
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TRIBUTE WAS 
PAID TO PARENTS 


Employees Gathered In 
Lincoln On December 30 To 
Honor Fellow . Workers 
Whose Sons And Daughters 
Are In The Armed Forces. 


MoR= than 200 telephone 
employees, from Lincoln 
and the territory, came to- 
gether at the Hotel Corn- 
husker ballroom, in Lincoln, 
on the evening of December 
30, to participate in one of the 
most unusual and _ heart- 
warming gatherings in this 
Company’s history. Sponsored 
by the Central district, this 
reception was held for only 
one purpose—to honor the 116 
Company families who have 
contributed 155 sons or daugh- 
ters to the nation’s armed 
forces. | 


Honored above all others 
were our Gold Star parents— 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Donovan 
and Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Green. Both Mr. Donovan and 
Mr. Green are plant depart- 
ment employees in Lincoln. 
Each family has lost an only 
son. Francis J. Donovan was 
killed in the southwest Pacific 
in February, 1943 — exactly 
one year to a day from the 
date of his enlistment. Merrill 
Green, named for his grand- 
father who is also a veteran 
employee of this Company, 
was killed in New Guinea in 
June, 1943. Both boys were 
in the air service. Mr. and 
Mrs. Green were present at 
the reception, as was Mr. 
Donovan. Mrs. Donovan was 
ill and unable to attend and 
their daughter, June, accom- 
panied her father. 


The tribute to these parents, 
eloquently voiced by Vice 
President Thomas C. Woods, 
was the high point of a beau- 
tiful and impressive program. 
Mr. Woods presented them 
with Gold Star service pins, 
and he announced that framed 
and tinted enlargements of 
pictures of their gallant sons 
would be presented as gifts 
from the Company as soon as 
they are received. 


Beautifully printed  pro- 
grams gave the names of all 
the other employee parents 
who were to be honored, to- 
gether with information as to 
the number of children each 
family had given to the armed 
services. As the honored 
guests entered the Cornhusk- 
er ballroom, they were handed 
sterling silver service pins— 
two for each family—carry- 
ing the appropriate number 
of service stars. Including the 
Gold Star parents, there are 
85 one-star families in our 
Company, 24 two-star fami- 
lies, and six families entitled 
to wear three-star pins. Mr. 
and Mrs. W. H. Spurlock, of 
Lincoln, are our only four-star 
parents, and special honor 
was paid to them when Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies Guy O. 
Seaton called upon Mr. Spur- 
lock for a short talk about the 
activities of his four fighting 
sons. The honored guests 
were present in goodly num- 
bers, despite transportation 
difficulties and the prevailing 
influenza epidemic. 

The program opened with 
group singing led by Mrs. 
Fleda Ziegenbein. An invo- 
cation by Dr. Gerald Kennedy, 


See “TRIBUTE” 
Page 2, Col. 3 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
“A Nebraska Company Serving Its People” 


“Pros -Jalk” 


URING my quarter of a century in the employee ranks of 
this Company, I have attended countless social affairs 
managed wholly, or in part, by employees. I have 
had intimate personal contact with many of these events. I 
can say unhesitatingly that the reception for “employee par- 
ents of men and women in the armed forces” 
| —held on December 30, and described in de- 
tail elsewhere in this issue—was the most 
uniquely successful employee social event 
in my recollection. Not because I chanced 
to be one of the employee parents—and most 
certainly not because of any personal con- 
| tribution which I made to its success. To my 
friends Guy Seaton, Joe Hartley and Merle 
Hale must go all the credit for the successful 
+ mechanics of the reception. It is of some- 
Francis Donovan ting more intangible that I wish to speak. 
A factor which was of the spirit—something 
compounded in equal parts of comradeship and reverence— 
shaped the success of this party. Present at the gathering, 
and honored above all others as was their due, were two of 
our fellow employees who have given to us and to the nation 
the most precious gifts any parents can give—the lives of 
their only sons. With their wives, Frank Donovan and Robert 
Green constitute our only Gold Star parents to date. Though 
emotion tugged at their heart-strings, they gladly consented 
to be present at the reception—gladly consented to receive 
the sincere tribute of our esteem because they realized that 
their thwarted parenthood stands as a symbol of something 
ereater than themselves. And they realized that, in the 
hearts of the men and women with whom 
they share the comradeship of daily toil, | 
there has been welling a flood of honor and 
love—and a voiceless admiration—for com- 
rades who can lose so fearfully and still pick 
up the prosaic threads of everyday living |: 
and carry on with a quiet heroism that is not |; 
of the battle field. And so, in reverence and |} 
with shining pride, we paid them our homage ||) 
—all of us, men and women of the ranks 
and men and women of the management. 
Despite the twin handicaps of travel restric- 
tions and an influenza epidemic, all who 
could possibly be present were there to pay this homage— 
because it would have been unthinkable for any of us to 
have been elsewhere at so high and solemn a moment in our 
history as an employee group. All that we did on that mem- 
orable evening seems to me to have been summed up in 
certain of the words spoken there by Dr. Gerald Kennedy, 
when he said: “None of us can ever be perfect—either as 
nations or as individuals. But, though we shall always fall 
far short of perfection, it will remain possible for us to strike 
heavy and telling blows for ideals and aspirations that are 
greater than ourselves!” Such moments and such thoughts 
are treasurable—they are a part of our heritage as free 
people, and they lead us to those rare and imperishable mo- 
ments of high resolve which memory cherishes when life’s 
lights grow dim. —N. O. 


Merrill Green 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 
for 
December, 1943 


Gain or Loss 
Since 
January 1, 1943 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 1,234 


EASTERN DISTRICT — 
David City 
Nebraska City 
Plattsmouth 
Seward 


80 
138 
217 
163 

—182 
416 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT—~ 
Auburn 
Beatrice 
Fairbury 
Tecumseh 


WESTERN DISTRICT— 
Geneva 
Hastings 
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From Page 1, Col. 6 


pastor of Lincoln’s St. Paul 
church, followed, after which 
there occurred one of the eve- 
ning’s most dramatic mo- 
ments. With the ballroom 
completely darkened, and 
only a spotlight playing upon 
the participants, a beautiful 
flag ceremony, which kindled 
patriotic emotions in every 
heart, was carried out. A 
color guard made up of a Wac, 
a Wave, a soldier and a 
sailor—volunteers from Lin- 
coln’s military and recruiting 
centers—marched in to stand 
rigidly at salute before the na- 
tional emblem, while Marie 
Wood Jackson, of the general 
traffic department, sang the 
Star Spangled Banner. It was 
a moment that will not soon 
be forgotten. 


Followed then an inspiring 
and thoughtful address by Dr. 
Kennedy—an - address which 
made a deep impression upon 
all those present. Dr. Ken- 
nedy’s subject was: “To the 
Fathers and Mothers on the 
Home Front.” 


Mr. Seaton next began the 
presentation of the honored 
guests by reading the names 
of the parents in the various 
one, two, three and four-star 
categories and asking them to 
rise and remain standing. The 
presentation of the Gold Star 
parents by Vice President 
Woods, and greetings from 
President Frank H. Woods 
and General Manager J. H. 
Agee brought the formal pro- 
gram to a close. 


During the informal visit- 
ing period which followed, re- 
freshments consisting of sand- 
wiches, coffee, ice cream and 
cake were served. This de- 
lightful “get-together” period 
was made doubly pleasant by 
the presence of employees 
from the territory. Employees 
from Hastings, Beatrice, Sut- 
ton, Tecumseh, Syracuse and 
Steinauer were among those 
noted by the “News” editor 
during the evening. 


The ballroom was tastefully 
and appropriately decorated 
by Joe Hartley, our invalu- 
able commercial department 
artist. The Company service 
flag and Honor Roll plaque 
were there, as were pictures 
of our employees now serving 
with the colors and a volume 
of their letters and postcards 
to friends in Company circles. 
Pictures of Francis Donovan 
and Merrill Green, together 
with their framed citations 
and mounted medals, oc- 
cupied a place of honor upon 
a large easel in one corner of 
the room. 

Merle Hale, in charge of re- 
celving and directing the 
guests, organized the most ef- 
ficient committee we have 
ever seen. Co-chairmen in 
charge of all arrangements for 
the reception were Guy O. 
Seaton and Norman Ott. 


‘Happiness Ahead’ 


| oleae NELSON, general 
commercial department re- 
signed her duties December 
10 to become the bride of 
George W. Briggs on Decem- 
ber 17, 1943. The wedding took 
place in Texarkana, Texas, 
where the groom is employed. 
After the ceremony a recep- 
tion was held at one of the 
hotels. 
eo @ 


Ruth Brown, secretary to 
General Auditor I. J. Devoe, 
and Staff Sergeant Wm. Nem- 
eth, of Cleveland, Ohio, were 
married Thursday, December 
16, at a very pretty home wed- 
ding. A reception followed the 
ceremony. Sergeant Nemeth 


is stationed at Kearns, Utah. 


| 
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* Service Stars’ 


By JOE HARTLEY 


vy 


We can keep this department 
* lively and interesting with your 
x help. May we depend upon it? 
KKKKKK KK KA KK KKK 
EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 
THE SERVICE DURING 
DECEMBER 


LLOYD J. VOTER, 
Hastings Plant Department. 


MAURICE A. RICHARDS, 
David City Plant Department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES — 114 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 


Sgt. JOHN B. EIDENMILLER 
of the Weeping Water plant de- 
partment has arrived in Great 
Britain. He is with the ‘“Construc- 
tion Engineers.” 


Our one and only coast guard, 
ROY KNORR, Sl/c. is now sta- 
tioned at Shoemaker, California. 
For the past year he ‘has been at 
the coast patrol base at Kalaloch, 
Washington. 


From Teheran, Iran, scene of 
the recent tri-power conference, 
comes a letter from Major GILES 
GERE, of the Lincoln service de- 
partment. Giles entered service 
in December, 1940, when the Ne- 
braska National Guard was acti- 
vated. He received an appoint- 
ment to attend O.C.S. and was 
commissioned as lieutenant, Oc- 
tober 1, 1941. He spent several 
months at Fort Leavenworth and 
at Washington, D. C., before be- 
ing sent to Iran. He writes, in 
part: “The main job here is to 
deliver aid to Russia and supplies 
cannot be moved without a good 
communication system. We had 
nothing to begin with, but we’ve 
got one now. We’ve learned to 
make many of the tools and 
equipment necessary to build it 
and keep it going, for it’s a long 
way to a warehouse or storeroom 
from over here. We even had to 
devise special wire sag tables as 
the ‘Bell specs’ only went to 110 
degrees and we string wire in 
temperatur es of 130 to 160 degrees 
in the sun.’ 


Lt. GAY T. HENDERSON re- 
ports his safe arrival in Australia 
amid a royal welcome extended 
by the citizens. A familiar face 
and voice came out of the throng 
and he found himself pumping 
the hand of none other than Cap- 
tain ROD ANDREWS. 


Here’ s another booster for Cali- 
fornia’s climate. Pfc. DONALD D. 
WREDE writes from Camp Pine- 
dale, at Fresno: “I was up in the 
mountains most of last week and 
it rained every day. I can’t find 
the reason they call it Sunny Cali- 
for nia.” Don was recently shipped 
irom Sheppard Field, Texas to 
Hammer Field, California and 
thence to Fresno. During the 
shuffle there was a ten-day delay 
enroute which he was able to 
spend in David City. He reports 
that he especially enjoyed attend- 
ing one of the parties given by 
the “telephone gang” at David 
City. 
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T/Set. EARL SCHEMMER- 
HORN sends a note from “Some- 
where in Canada” which indicates 
that we had guessed wrong. It 
has been assumed that Earl was 
stationed in Alaska since early in 
1948. 


ROY W. NYDEN, Cox., is serv- 
ing aboard a sub-chaser and in 
his own words, “it’s pretty rugged 
duty.” Roy likes the Navy, but 
can think of no better life than 
being again, someday, just a plain 
civilian. 

In a letter written on Christmas 
day, T/Sgt. ENNO DeVRIES 
sends his greetings to all his tele- 
phone friends. He also writes: 
“On my recent furlough, the only 
visit I was able to make to Lin- 
coln was on Thanksgiving day, so 
I did not see any of the old crew. 
I saw Earl Eichenour working 
near my home in Beatrice and 
Dan Higgins. I was much im- 
pressed with the pictures of serv- 
icemen in the Company window. 
Two years ago tonight a lot of 
those boys were in David City on 
that sleet storm job. I don’t think 
I shall ever forget that Christmas. 
Since then I have seen quite a bit 
of country, the Atlantic, the Pa- 
cific and much of what is between 
them. But there is no better place 
than Nebraska and I’m looking 
forward to the day when Lt. Hol- 
comb, Sgt. Wasson, Sgt. Cham- 
bers, Sgt. Huddleston and lots of 
the rest of us can again build tele- 
phone lines the way they should 
be built.” 


Congratulations to 2nd _ Lt. 
PAUL H. BLACK, who has just 
received his commission as a flyer 
in the U. S. Marines. Paul is now 
at De Land, Florida. 


DEAN W. DOUGLAS is now on 
Treasure Island, California, taking 
an advanced Gyro- Compass 
course. He has been promoted to 
the rating of fireman, second 
class. 


After spending six months in 
the anti-aircraft branch of the 
coast artillery, A/S DICK PIER- 
SOL obtained a transfer to the 
air corps and is now at Texas 
A & M University in pre-flight 
training. 


Pvt. DON FRANKFORTER has 
just been transferred from Camp 
Forrest, Tennessee to Camp Mc- 
Cain, Mississippi. 


We're glad to hear the news 
that Pvt. ROYCE HILMER has re- 
joined his unit following his hos- 
pitalization for wounds received 
in a basic training accident. He 
has just returned to camp from a 
twenty-two day convalescent fur- 
lough. 

Pfc. DON SMITH, of the con- 
struction department was one of 
the Marines to wade ashore on 
Tarawa in the invasion of the Gil- 
bert Islands. The anxiously await- 
ed word was received by his 
father, Howard, that he had come 
through the battle without injury 
and was still stringing wire. 


Pvt. ERVIN KLUNDT, now on 
maneuvers somewhere deep i in the 
desert, sends out word that he 
couldn’t ask for better weather, 
especially at this time of year. 


Cpl. LLOYD A. MURPHY, just 
off the California desert is now lo- 


January, 1944 
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cated at Ft. Bragg, North Caro- 
lina. 


There’s nothing startling in the 
news that Lt. PHIL GARVEY has 
been on the move again except 
that this ‘time a plaintive note 
crept into Phil’s letter reporting 
his latest change of address. It’s 
the monotony of being always on 
the move that irks him. He is now 
at Dyersburg, Tennessee, looking 
toward his tenth change of ad- 
dress since September, 1942. 


Cpl. CORNELIUS GROENDYK 
has been transferred from the in- 
fantry to the dental laboratory at 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 


S/Sgt. JOHNNY FISCHER has 
arrived in England and is quite 
amazed at the people, the land- 
scape and the monetary system. 
He is teeling tine but had trouble 
at first with trequent colds while 
adjusting himself to the climate, 
as Johnny says: “but now that the 
dampness has soaked clear 
through me I have no trouble be- 


cause l’m just as cold inside as 


out.” 


Cpl. GEORGE L. BURT, with 
a Marine corps anti-aircraft group 
in the South Pacitic writes: “Just 
a tew lines to let the old gang 
know 1 am still surviving after 
thirteen months over here. The 
first nine months we spent in New 
Zealand. The people were grand 
there. They took us into their 
homes as it we were one of the 
tamily and boy, that was ‘dinkum’ 
it you know what I mean. The 
rest ot the time at Guadalcanal 
until October 28th, when we were 
sent up here. We have had only 
a couple of quiet nights, the rest 
were interrupted by bombing 
raids. Our battery has credit for 
a tew planes and hopes to increase 
the number considerably before 
leaving. We are hoping to see a 
little ‘stateside’ duty but that, we 
know, is very doubtful.” 

A/C CHRIS CHRISTOPULOS 
has a total of 24 solo hours to his 
credit at Thunderbird Field, 
Phoenix, Arizona. BERNARD 
SAND, another aviation cadet is 
stationed at Majors Field, Texas. 

Home on furlough during De- 
cember were Cadet HOWARD 
STACY, Pvt. DONAVIN FRANK- 
FORTER, Lt. GEORGE HAN- 
SEN, Pfc. DONALD WREDE, T/4 
DON RUTLEDGE, T/5 ROL- 
LAND WINDERS, T/Sgt. ENNO 
DeVRIES, and Pvt. ROYCE HIL- 
MER. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
ERNEST BARNEY, Pfc. to Cpl. 
PAUL BLACK, A/C to 2nd Lt. 
HAROLD BRADY, Pvt. to Pfc. 
GEORGE L. BURT, Pfe. to Cpl. 
CHARLES CONNORS, FC.3/c to 

FC2/c. 
DEAN DOUGLAS, S.2/c to F.2/c. 
JOHN EIDENMILLER, Cpl. to 
Sgt. 
GEORGE E. FECH, Pfc. to Cpl. 
RICHARD GRANT, A.S. to S.2/c. 
ROY W. KNORR, S.2/c to S.1/c. 
ROGER MOORE, Aero M.3/c to 
Aero M.2/c. 


LLOYD A. MURPHY, Pfc. to Cpl. | 


BERNARD SAND, Pvt. to A/C. 

RUTH E. TRUTNA, Cpl. to Sgt. 

BOYD WEDGWOOD, S/Sezt. to 
T/Sgt. 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION'S SERVICE 


i WwW. W. “Bud” Fden, finds much of interest and plenty of work as an E. M. 2/c. in the Seabees. 2. Put. 


Donavin Frankforter’s home town is Tobias. 
4, Put. Royce Hilmer, former lineman of the construction department. 
spent most of his army career on the rails. 


3. Dick Hobson is taking V-12 training at Ames, Iowa. 


5. Lt. Phil Garvey, who has 


6. Sgt. Don Rutledge is at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 
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Beaver Crossing 

Allison, our chief operator, is | 
spending her vacation visiting in Sew- | 
and Milford. Mrs. Grubaugh is 
1¢ as chief operator. ... The oper- 
4 held their Christmas party on 
Monday, December 20. They had as} 
thei guest Evelyn Gentry. A lovely | 
was had by all and the evening | 
was ended with an exchange of gifts. | 
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Cordova | 
Evelyn Johnson is a new student | 
here. Welcome Evelyn, and lots of 
luck. 


David City 
Well, it has come and gone again | 
and that’s the annual Christmas party 


of the operators and our bookkeeper. | 
vear we had an honored guest | 
was none other than one of our | 
old veterans, Andy Holt. The | 
party was held at a local cafe and our 
menu started off with goose, dressing, 
potatoes, etc., ete. "Twas reported by 
one very stuffed girl that she hadn’t 
eaten so much since the last time she | 
had watermelon. When all had passed | 
their capacity stage, they returned to | 
the operator’s rest room for an ex- 
change of gifts. To continue, we don’t 
think it’s safe to say what happened 
next, but ask Merna Stewart if Santa 
is going to give her a pipe for Xmas. 
How about that Merna, did you get the 
pipe? ... Ruby Miller spent a day and 
night in Lincoln. She tells us that she 
missed her bus, but how about that 
master sergeant. Huh? Merna 
Stewart tells us she spent a week-end 
of late in Friend. ... The flu bug sure 
has hit this office. Several of the opera- 
tors have had it and even had to look 
up a few medicinal remedies to cure 
them. . Ann Stump finally set the 
date. She glowingly tells us ‘twill be 
an event of January 4. Best wishes, 
Ann, and may the coming year bring 
you lots of happiness. ... "Tis heard, 
via the inside grapevine, that two of 
our gals will be the bearers of rings 


This 
and it 
good 


o 
t 
it 


after the Christmas holidays. When 
questioned, they both blush heartily. 
We wonder!!! We'll let you have the 


dope next time... 
firls aren't 


Christmas 


. It seems that the 
the only ones who had a 
party. The plant depart- 
ment boys held their regular shindig 

Bruno, December 18. Even though 


the attendance was down to a mini- 
mum because of gas rationing, the 
party went over as usual in all its 


glory. Andy Holt was a typical picture 
of shining victory at about five o’clock 

next afternoon. But one peculiar 
thing about his usually happy counten- | 


Le eS... 


the 


ance was that he looked like he ee 
been run through a corn sheller! Must 
have been quite a night, eh, Andy? | 


Maurice Richards, plant depart- 
ment, has been inducted into the Ma- 
rines. How much do you think he will 
take for his car? We should say “get” 
for his car. Anyhoo, we'll bet if he gets 


Merz spent a four day vacation visit- 
ing her sister at Fort Robinson, Ne- 
braska. Martha and Beata Merz 
attended Handel’s ‘Messiah’ at the 
University Coliseum in Lincoln on De- 
cember 12. We hear the performance 
was wonderful. . We are sorry to 
lose Genevieve Sandusky, a part-time 
helper in our commercial department, 
and also Mrs. Zwick who resigned as 


janitress. . . . “A Sheik in Wolf's 
Clothing.” Maybe that could fit this 
incident. A very handsome guy ap- 
peared at the office one Saturday 


night to use the telephone, and after 
his conversation came in to have a 
friendly chat with the operators. They 


were really quite surprised to think 
that a stranger would be_ so-o0-O 
riendly. Well, to their surprise, he 


turns out to be none other than Art 
Balderson of the plant department. It 
seems that he was on his way to a 
“stag party” at Bruno. My, what 
clothes can’t do for a person. 


Wahoo 


Mrs. Flannagan, our chief operator, 
is spending her last week of vacation 
at home. She tells us that there is a 
special reason and that reason happens 
to be her husband, who is home on a 
furlough. Have a grand vacation, Mrs. 
“rr. We think Dorothy Vant is 
learning to be left handed. Anyway, if 
you see her left hand stuck under your 
nose sometime you're’ supposed to 
look. Upon looking you'll find a beau- 
tiful hunk of diamond adorning the 
well-known third finger. Congratula- 
tions, Dorothy, and lots of happiness. 
. . . By now there should be a definite 
lack of appetite among the operators. 
It seems they were presented with 
(hold on to your breath now) 24 pounds 
of candy from the subscribers. Yup, 
our tongue was hanging out too when 
we heard about it. But that’s not all-— 
the fire department showed up around 
Christmas time with a bushel of apples. 
We'll bet anything that the apples 
didn’t offset the tummy aches brought 
on by the candy though. . Where 
Christmas was spent: Erona Shonka, 
operator, spent her holiday at David 
City, visiting her parents, Maxine 
Heidbreder loafed at her home in Utica 
and Zella Preston tells us that her time 
was spent at Seward. ... The flu has 
really hit everyone here. Almost every- 
one has had a touch and James Gil- 
christ was home for three whole weeks. 
However, he is back on the job now. 
How do you feel Mr. ‘“G’’? ... To wind 
up our news with a happy note—poor 
Dewey Olsen of the plant department 
is still home with the above mentioned 
plague. Get well soon Dewey, and be 
rarin’ to go by the time we're with you 
again next month. Until then, ’Bye, all! 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Clara Jones, Associate Editor 


Once again that after Christmas lull 
has descended upon the accounting de- 


$5.00 he will be making a profit of | Partment. If anyone is seen carrying a 


$5.00. Good luck to you, leatherneck. 
Louisville 


There doesn’t seem to be much news 
here, except we do welcome a new 
student operator. She is Billie Heil. 
Lots of luck, Billie, and we’re glad to 
have you. 

Nebraska Ciiy 


Quite a few of the girls have been 
on the “flu list’’ here lately, namely 
Mary McKenzie, Laurene Bremer, Imo 
Hurlburt, and Maxine McIntire. They 


4 


a 


all had to spend a few days at home 
“doctoring up”. ...We have two new 
toll students learning the ways and 
means of cords and clips. They are 
Doris Bray and Mary Ingram. Their 
instructor is Nadine Borland. ... Vir- 
ginia Richards is a new operator here 
working after school hours. Virginia 
is a junior in high school and was 
transferred here from Syracuse. We 
hope you like it here, Virginia! ‘ 
Velma Abker spent last week-end at 
her home in Otoe. ... The operators, 
Miss Bader, the chief operator, and the 
men and their wives enjoyed a Christ- 
mas party here at the office on De- 
cember 21. The party was held down- 
Stairs and everyone had a swell time 
playing cards, ete. There was an ex- 
change of gifts and everyone was more 
than satisfied. All the credit goes to 
Kathryn Owens, Margaret Evans, and 
Dorothy Meyers who worked hard 
and planned all the entertainment. A 
swell lunch was served and congrat- 
ulations are certainly in order for 
these girls. So congratulations! 


Platismouth 


Christmas visits seem to be the 
theme of our news here so we'll let 
you in on who went where and whom 
they visited. Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams 
spent Christmas at Dorchester with 
their respective mothers. ...Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Humiston and their daugh- 
spent the holiday at Republic 
Weber, Kansas, also with both their 
parents. ... We hear that all the em- 
ployees had quite a “doing” for their 
Christmas get-together. Games were 
played, and it seems Kris Kringle was 
even there, however, in the presence 
of one Phillip Eckles. Complete with 
rosy cheeks, pillow, sparkling eyes, 
and all. Hi Santa! To top off our news, 
we'll mention that all of our operators 
were remembered with a small gift. 


ter 


Seward 
It looks as though news is pretty 
scarce around here this time. We’ll 
most likely need more vitamins to 
perk us up after this flu epidemic 
makes its rounds. . On December 
14, the traffic department held a 


Christmas party at the office. After a 


delicious potluck supper, the evening 
spent informally and ended with 
exchange of gifts. Martha 
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package we know something is being 
exchanged—no one has any money left 
to buy anything. One thing is certain, 
our friend. Rhoda Staehr, won't be 
caught exchanging one of her gifts. 
She received a beautiful diamond, not 
from Santa, but from Dale Retzlaff. 
We extend our heartiest wishes to 
Rhoda and Dale. ... Word reaches us 
that the “flu” germ caught up with 
Johnnie Backstrom and Helen Pickard. 
The bug also overtook Anne Keegan 
but she turned that “Irish blarney”’ 
loose and won out. Johnnie and Helen 
better get Anne on their side. ... Va- 
cationing in Wichita, Kansas, is Rose 
Riggs, where she is spending the holi- 
days with her daughter, Evelyn. Other 
late vacationers have been Frances 
Virgil, Roy Galley, and Laura Sires. 
Doretta Drennen has returned to her 
desk after spending some time in Iowa 
and her home town of Shickley. Dor- 
etta had a fine time but didn’t like 
the idea of coming back to work. It’s 
funny how we all have that trouble. 
... We are happy to report that Cath- 
erine Daugherty is on the road to re- 


covery following an_= operation in 
Omaha, a few weeks ago. Catherine is 
at her home again. “Welcome 


Back” to Irene Wade, who has returned 
to help out in the Toll Billing depart- 
ment. . . A very welcome visitor in 
cur office during the last month was 
Elaine Manion of Dallas, Texas. Elaine 
was in town visiting her family and 
friends. ... Mr. Lyne of the Engineer- 
ing department took two weeks vaca- 
tion recently. The vacation was spent 
at home, working around the house 
so we hear. 


Construction Department 
Ila Wilder, Associate Editor 


The resignation of Vera Baade left 
the job of construction department 
correspondent vacant once again. For 
some reason, probably due to lack of 
other ‘victims’ the editor asked yours 
truly to try to report items of interest 
for the “News.”’ Could it be that he 


heard about John Reed’s grapevine?... 


Please send the “News” your 
snapshots of employees. We 
urgently need them for future 
use in this page! 


We have received word from Vera 
Baade that she likes Pensacola, Florida 
and that her new job is very interest- 
ing. The best of luck, always, Vera.... 
We still have a few hardy individuals 
who waited till December to vacation— 
C. G. Reidel of D. R. Smith’s gang and 
C V. Martin of Mr. Eichenour’s crew. 
We can’t decide whether they just 
wanted to be home when Santa arrived, 
or whether they felt Christmas shop- 
ping was a full time job. Incidentally. 
Bob Clifford took one day of his vaca- 
tion so that he could stay home and 
mind the family while Santa looked 
over the supply of toys. ... Herman 
Studier, who is well known in tele- 
phone circles as an artist’s model, re- 
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_tions on your promotion, Don, also our 


cently accompanied ‘‘some of the boys”’ 
om a hunting trip. While Herm boasts 
of the birds they bagged, he fails to 
teli that the excursion put him in bed 
for a few days. Gosh, Herman, could it 
be old age? ... Leslie Hansen former 
construction department employee and 
son of George Hansen was a visitor this 
month. Les is the proud possessor of a 
shiny new pair of silver wings. He tells 
us he will be a fighter pilot! ... We 
think that the record of John Eisen- 
barth’s son is worthy of note by this 
column. John was on the Hornet when 
it went down and is now a radar Oop- 
erator 3rd class on the Macknic. He 
wears three ribbons, one silver star 
and two brown stars which indicate 7 
major battles! We feel John Eisen- 
barth has a right to be very proud of 
his boy. 


General Offices 
Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 


It is very hard to get back to the 
“grind” after a three day vacation of 
feasting and so forth. We guess there is 
nothing to do about it, so we'll make a 
stab at this column. We were 
honored with visits from two of our 
former mail messenger boys. Howard 
Stacy, who is now serving Uncle Sam 
stopped in on December 4 to say ‘“Hel- 
lo” to the gang. At the present he is 
taking a course in Engineering at 
Indiana State University. “Al” Rem- 
ington, dropped in on December 22 and 
Stayed just long enough to make two 
important announcements. The first 
that he is now an Ensign in the Navy, 
and second—he was on his way to be 
married! ... The flu has been hitting 
high during this past month. K. L. 
Lawson, directory and methods super- 
visor, has had quite a siege. First it 
kept him from the office for several 
days, and then it got him down again 
during the Christmas holidays. 
Marian Blake, general commercial de- 
partment, spent the Christmas holi- 
days with her parents at Auburn. She 
must have vacationed too much as she 
got the flu for a few days upon her re- 
turn to Lincoln ... O. L. Sturtevant, 
plant statistician, vacationed Christmas 
week at York. ... Your correspondent, 
With her hushand, spent the holidays 
with her mother at Axtell, Kansas. 


Supply Department 

John Reed, Associate Editor 
Sergeant Technician Donald Rutledge 
of the general repair shop, who is now 
on military leave, was married to Miss 
Beth Mae VanDruff of Holbrook in the 
parsonage of the Second Methodist 
church, Lincoln, at 8:00 P. M. on De- 
cember 21. Mrs. Rutledge resumed her 
teaching work at Nehawka, while 
Sergeant Rutledge returned to Camp 
Leonard Wood, Missouri where he is 
in the Signal Corps, 75th Infantry. Don- 
ald was in the warehouse on December 
28 on leave from Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri. He was recently promoted 
from corporal technician to sergeant 
technician. We offer our congratula- 


felicitations on your marriage. i 
Russell Rauch took his vacation De- 
cember 20 to 26 to “catch up on his 
home work,” as he expressed it. . 

Milton Royce spent his vacation Decem- 
ber 15 to 24, helping a grocer friend 
run his store during the Christmas 
season. Milt used to work in the same 
store before he came here and said 
that it seemed like old times to be 
waiting on customers again. ... Mrs. 
Florence Tatman had her’ vacation 
early in December and spent it in 
moving from her former home in Uni 
Place to a hcuse on 26 and M streets 
that she had purchased some time ago. 
Flo said that it was one time that she 
came back from her vacation to rest! 
...L. A. Stacy is taking Harold Cun- 
ningham’s place during his absence on 
disability. Charles Hansen has been 
placed in charge of the work of com- 
puting and preparing the annual in- 
ventory report which is nearing com- 
pletion at this writing. ... New supply 
office employees who started during 


December are Lucille Mailahn and 
Anne M. Pavel. Lucille is Ernest 
Royce’s stenographer and Anne is 


helping Charles Hansen with the typ- 
ing of the inventory. Esther Lefler, 
sister of Dorothy Lefler of the general 
plant office and an instructor in Lin- 
coln high school, also assisted with 
the inventory work during her Christ- 
mas vacation. Another assistant was 
Norma Roeder, stenographer to Ed 
Cummings of the switchroom, who was 
temporarily transferred to the supply 
office for two weeks during December. 
. . Your correspondent is happy to 
report that Mrs. Verda Ashford is 
handling the office items for our sup- 
ply department column. This means 
that we will still be able to rely 
upon the office “grapevine” for juicy 
bits of gossip. Rollie Winders 
of the motor vehicle office, who is on 
military leave, dropped in unexpectedly 
around the first of December. Rollie 
was on short leave from Camp Polk, 
Louisana. . H. F. Smith was on a 
“mail carrier’s vacation’? December 13 
to 17, as he called it. Harry said he, 
as usual, didn’t do much except to 
hang around his house and pester his 
wife. This seems to be a common com- 
plaint now that the ever-tightening 
travel restrictions has made it a good 
idea for us men to spend our vacations 
at home. ... F. J. Barnett, night ga- 
rage serviceman, tells us that his 
daughter, Irene was operated upon re- 
cently and is now at home recovering 
nicely. A letter from Lt. Gay 
Henderson to the shop gang informs 
us that he recently arrived in Australia 
after an uneventful voyage except for 
the celebration the soldier passengers 
held when they crossed the equator. 
Gay says that the boys consider them- 
selves lucky that the people there live 
so nearly like the Americans. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 


The happy Yuletide season has come 
and gone and we are always glad to 
sec it because there is such a friendly, 


1. Mrs. G. W. Briggs —the former Bonnie Nelson, of the general commercial department, Lincoln — enjoys two lovely pictures which 


were wedding gifts from her office associates. 


2. This “pheasant harvest” took place on October 18, near Wilcox, Nebr. There are 30 


birds in the string. The mighty hunter on the right is Ernest Wedgwood, Lincoln plant department. Three of his famous dogs are to 
be seen in the foreground. 3. Another recent bride is Mrs. William Nemeth — formerly Ruth Brown, of the accounting department, Lin- 
coln. 4. Jess Ellis, foreman of the night custodian’s force in the general office building, is mighty proud of the war record of his son, 
Lt. George Ellis, who is in command of a quartermaster company in Australia. On a 750 mile transport project, Lt. Ellis company has 
rolled up the largest number of vehicle miles, more than 1,000,000. It has had the most vehicles in daily operation, the fewest accidents, 


and is cited as the best disciplined company in the regiment. 


Stalder, operator at Humboldt. 


left to right, Elaine Patzloff and Maxine Heidbreder. 


5. Introducing Norma Gore, operator at Syracuse. 6. And here is Darlene 
7. Margaret Stacy, daughter of L. A. Stacy, our inventory wizard, is quite a wizard herself when it comes 


to handling the somewhat complicated postage meter machine in the general office mail room. 8. Two charming Wahoo operators are, 


Personalities in the Month's News 


congenial atmosphere when it is here. 
(Ed. Note: Gorman gets all choked up 
when people treat him kindly—it is so 
unusual!) We think most people these 
Gays grow up and spread good cheer 
at this time although there are excep- 
tions. For example, Schlentz just grew 
up and spread. ... However, it was a 
reasonably successful Christmas except 
for a few presents that your correspon- 
dent couldn’t use. Hartley’s probably 
was the most typical, and the worst 
thing about it was that it couldn’t even 
be exchanged. We tried it but the horse 
wouldn’t take it back. He (Hartley, not 
the horse) claims he woke up out of a 
sound sleep and thought of the idea. 
And we can believe that because his 
present would wake anybody from 
Sleep, sound or otherwise. . Mary 
Kay Booth, our snappy relief operator, 
sat down at the board the other day 
and started answering calls in her 
usual efficient manner. For some rea- 
son she found she had to talk louder 
than usual to be understood and finally 
discovered she had forgotten to plug 
in the operators set. But Ann Maney 
Says she is a sissy. Down in her be- 
loved Missouri they talk clear across 
the county when there isn’t a tele- 
phone within fifty miles. Listen to 
Helm sometime if you are skeptical. 
. .. Ace Waters had a nice letter from 
our old friend, Bill Christensen, who is 
in the Naval Air Service. Bill sent 
Seasons greetings to everybody and 
said he would like to hear from the old 
gang. Mr. Waters has his address. . 

And as we write this (December 28) 
we notice a card on the bulletin board 
from Gen McMeen who is visiting in 
Idaho. The card says she will be back 
January 10. Looks like she will get 
here just in time for the directory 
close. If she is smart she will stay away 
another couple of weeks.... Somebody 
was telling us that Aldean Wood act- 
ually saw Churchill when he was in 
Canada planning the second front. It 
seems that she got a considerable wal- 
lop out of the encounter but Churchill 
was noticeably unimpressed. ... Our 
local meteorologist, Ruth Clark, pre- 
dicts seven snows will fall this winter. 
The reason being that the first one 
came on December 7. Looks like she 
won't miss it far. We’ve had only two 
so far. ... It seems that about every 
ten days we have to be plagued with 
a picture from Fielding Woods, the 
Baltimore renegade. And invariably he 
is posed surrounded by feminine pul- 
chritude of varying allure. However, 
we are glad to put up with it because 
we hear it is doing him some good. He 
is much more fastidious than he used 
to be. He still wears the same ancient 
suit that he had when he was work- 
ing here eight years ago, but every 
morning now when he gets up he puts 
or a complete change of socks. We 
could go for some of the gals he poses 
with, but the fact that they consent to 
appear in the same picture with Woods 
makes us feel that they are definitely 
lacking in that finesse and good taste 
which we insist must be present in the 
women we favor with our admiration. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


During the month of December prac- 
tically all of the employees in the 
service department had the flu: those 
who were absent from work were: H. 
E. Jenkins, G. B. Arnold, C. H. Bot- 
torff, A. E. Dulin, H. C. Smith, Jake 
Schneider, H. G. White, H. S. Knudson, 
EK. L. Martin, F. Kuchera, J. C. Miller, 
E T. Dougherty, B. Wanek, E. Wedge- 
wood, and W. L. Hassler. ...R. M. 
Green took his vacation in December 
and stayed at home. ...G. E. Miller 
spent his vacation from December 15 
to 28 helping out at the Lincoln Post 
Office during the Christmas rush... . 
W. C. Stewart spent the entire week 
of his vacation from December 14 to 
20 in bed with the flu. ...C. E. Cum- 
mings, chief switchman, spent his two 
weeks of vacation at home, during De- 
cember. . . . Norma Roeder assisted in 
the supply department for two weeks, 
helping on inventory. . . . On Christ- 
mas Eve, R. M. Cleveland received a 
call from his son, Lloyd, who is sta- 
tioned in Washington, Pennsylvania. 
... 2/e Petty Officer Mark Dulin, who 
has been on duty on a sub-chaser was 
home on a ten day leave....L. G. 
Saunders vacationed from November 
28 to December 4, serving on the jury. 
The following week he spent at home 
suffering with the flu. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Jeanne Holmes, Associate Editor 


No doubt, every associate editor will 
start on his or her column this month, 
with something about the holidays. 
Anyway, we of the general traffic had 
a terrific time, and some of us are 
wishing we had it all to do over again. 

. Speaking of a terrific time—we 
girls in the general traffic office of- 
fered our assistance in the operating 
room during the busy time Christmas 
eve and Christmas day. The general 
routine of the operating room was a. 
bit confused when we marched in to 
take our places at the recording table. 
Green as gourds we were, but under 
the guidance of Berniece Smith, chief 
operator, we learned the fundamentals 
for recording calls, thus giving the ex- 
pert toll operators more time to com- 
plete the service. ... We had several 
Christmas vacation visitors. Namely, 
Edythe McGrath, Berna Turner and 
Irene Trout, all former traffic depart- 
ment employees. . Anne Seymour 
and Merlie Markuson have just re- 
turned from their vacations, and Minnie 
Metcalf, new traveling instructor, 
started her vacation December 27. But, 
as we often say, the traveling instruc- 
tors are gone so much of the time it’s 
hard for us to determine whether they 
are on vacation or just out in the ter- 
ritory. . Chief Operator Berniece 


Smith spent the week-end of Decem- | 
ber 18, in Topeka, Kansvs visiting her 
nephew, Lt. Dver. He is scheduled for 


overseas duty in the very near future. 


While we're talking about Miss 
Smith, those of you who missed out, 
might like to know that her girls pre- 
sented her with a most beautiful 


Christmas gift. Lounging pajamas, pearl 
and moonstone pin. Nice! To 
“Santa’’ left two huge boxes 


necklace 


+} tanto 
tne iris, 


of delicious candy. We haven't quite 
decided who “Santa” is but we all 
have our ideas. Another dia- 
mond has made it’s appearance— 


Alice King is the girl. Congratulations! 
Carol Ann Robbins is leaving to 


make her home in California. Just 
think of the expected snow storms 
missing—-and we'll be missing 


vou'll be 

too. . Welcome back, Barbara 
Vose, formerly Barbara Gibbs. Nice to 
see you again! 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Edttor 
Auburn 


Louise Bennett has been transferred 
from Auburn to the Beatrice traffic de- 
partment. .. . Oakel Butler spent her 
vacation from December 20 to 31 at 
home. Eugene Vineyard spent 
Christmas in Wymore with relatives. 
; Lena Davis spent New Year’s 
week-end in Kearney with friends... 
Hazel Armstrong attended her sister’s 
wedding Decembr 18 at St. Joseph. . 


Mary Seid spent November 29 in Ne- | 


braska City and December 25 in Ne- 

maha with her parents. ... Margaret 

Snodgrass resigned December 26 to 

live in Omaha. . Karine Jezewski 

spent December 7 in Omaha shopping. 
. Sterling Nelson and family spent 

Christmas in Polk with relatives. 

Beatrice 


Charles Dickenman spent December 
3 in Lineoln attending a Kiwanis dis- 
trict instructional meeting. Mr. Dick- 
enman is vice-president of the Beatrice 
organization. .. . Dan Higgins and Ben 
Ford are back on the job again after 
a session at home with “Old Man Flu”. 

_. George Eggleston, our latest ‘‘flu’”’ 
patient is still off duty. . . Welton 
Grant spent the Christmas week-end 
with relatives in Lincoln. ... George 
Sumner visited with friends and rela- 
tives in Hastings, Christmas. 

Burchard 

Mrs. Wilcox visited in Hardy during 

the week of December 6. 
Clatonia 


Basketball fans at Clatonia greet the 
game with gusto. If they cannot bring 
down the roof they do the next best 
things and bring down the stove pipes. 
Unfortunately it came down right on 


top of Mrs. Iwohn, whose husband had | 


because she looked 
ready for a night 


her home 
commando 


lead 
like a 


attack. 


tO 


Crab Orchard 


Miss Campbell spent December 15 
shopping in Beatrice. 
Cook 

Ida Townsend visited her 

at Peru December 11 and 12. 
Dewitt 


Edna Wayman and Betty Eskew 
visited friends in Lincoln, December 17. 
Fairbury 
We are glad to see Shirley Brad- 
shaw back on the job after being off 
for a week on account of illness. ... 
T. E. Longdon has proven himself to be 
a good hunter, several days ago he 
started out pheasant hunting, but at 
the end of the day he came home with 
a coyote. ... The telephone girls had a 
Christmas party on December 23. A 
Christmas tree and the exchange of 
gifts were the main events of the 

evening. 


daughter 


Friend 


We had our annual Christmas party 
with the exchange of gifts. Our guests 
were Mrs. Margaret Marcum, Glaser, 
former operator, and Mrs. G. D. Brock. 
Nona Brusnahan spent December 17 
and 18 in Lincoln visiting relatives. 


Humboldt 


From the looks of things, one would 
never know there was a food shortage. 
The emvloyvees of the local office were 
entertained at breakfast at the Flower- 
day home, December 2.... Betty Burow 
entertained the employees at a six 
o'clock dinner December 10 in honor 
of her birthday. ... The employees en- 
joyed a Christmas party December 20. 


; Darlene Stadler visited in St. 
Joseph, November 29. ... Rose Fank- 
houser spent December 13 in Falls 


City visiting friends. ... Mary Meister 
was a business visitor in Omaha De- 
cember 14. 

Steinauer 

Mrs. Divis visited in Tecumseh De- 

cember 6. Gladys Neugebauer visited 
at Hastings and Shickley. 

Tecumseh 


Dorothy Osterthun of Hastings visited 
at her home during her vacation. ... 
BKileen Horner and Melva Wright of 
Hastings spent the week-end of Decem- 
ber 4 with relatives. ... June Nichols 
visited Mrs. Hazel Nichols December 
4 and 5.... Jerrie Murphy was a Lin- 
coln visitor December 2. Cc. Bi 
Meshier spent the evening of Decem- 
ber 9 in Lincoln. 

Western 


Mrs. Sarah Mussman, spent two 
weeks in Marysville, California visit- 
ing her husband who is in Camp Beale. 

Wilber 

Viola Knapp and Mary Kozak spent 
a day in Lincoln. ... Lavina McElroy 
spent a few days in St. Louis, Missouri 
visiting her husband, who is stationed 
at Jefferson Barracks. 

Wymore 
Milly Lane spent her vacation visit- 
ing friends and relatives in Omaha. 
Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


Mrs. Eldora Baker, acting chief op- 
erator, has been ill with the flu. 


Geneva 


| Two more positions were added to 
the Geneva traffic department and 
/ were ready for use December 20... . 
Mrs. Jeanette Freeman resigned Decem- 
ber 22 to return to her home in San- 
ford, Maine Erma Dixon, assist- 
ent chief operator, spent Christmas in 
Lincoln. . Linnea Ekdahl resigned 
| December 23 and returned to her home 
,;at Polk. The annual Christmas 
party was held at the home of Doris 
and Evelyn Brower December 16. A 
|six-thirty dinner was served followed 
| by the gift exchange. ...C. J. Crew, 
area manager, is taking a week’s va- 
cation. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Hastings Commercial Department 


Christmas is foremost in the minds 
| of all of us. Among those traveling to 
‘their homes for the holiday were 
Marie Brewer to Nelson and Betty 
| Hager to Sutton. Jim Dudgeon spent 
| Christmas in Lincoln. . .. Mrs. Alma 
Herzog got the Christmas present she 
‘wanted. Her husband is home for 
| thirty days following the sinking of his 
'ship in the Mediterranean area. 


| Hastings Plant Department 


| During the middle of December, the 
/gang got together and had a smoker 
‘honoring Lloyd Voter, who is now a 
member of Uncle Sam’s Army. We are 


.| sorry to see Lloyd leave us but we 


| know that he will do a swell job re- 


.| gardless of where he is placed. As a 


“bon voyage’ gesture, a small gift 
| was presented to Lloyd. Ralph 
(why does everything happen to me) 
Wait is still in the limelight. This time 
'he is the victim of car theft. While 
|Ralph was attending a Christmas 
| party, somebody drove his jalopy off. 
In justice to the boys, it should be 
mentioned that Wait was considerate 
enough to leave the wreck unlocked. 
Maybe the boys should be compli- 
|mented for trying to clean up the 
| streets. After Wait finally recovered 
‘the car (he was still mad about the 
deal even though it did have more 
gas in the tank than when it was 
stolen) he made a trip to Lincoln. 
Naturally, after the car had been 
stolen he was worried about the con- 
dition of if, so the night before he 
| left town he went out to give it a 
| Sinead checkup and what happens? The 
‘next morning the battery is down be- 
| cause he left the switch on all night! 
bs os Max Walker took his vacation 
| during the Jast part of December... . 
G W. Jahn, of the accounting depart- 
ment in Lincoln, paid us a visit during 
December. He never said for sure but 
i'we were led to believe that he was 
here to explain the new work report. 
Then someone showed up with a chess 
| board and as Mr. Jahn can do an al- 
right job at playing chess, the work 
report discussion lagged. That 
“old flappers delight’? Harry Smith 
paid us a couple of short visits during 
| December. . Jack Mason had the 
pleasure of having one of his sea-going 
| boys at home during the holidays. His 
| oldest son, Don, pulled one of his sur- 
prises and walked in on Jack unan- 
sebraeiey It seems that the boy stood 
| behind his dad while Jack corrected a 
map in the terminal room. When Jack 
turned around he had a grand surprise. 
Of course Jack says he knew Don was 
coming home. More such surprises to 
you, Jack! 


Hastings Traffic Department 


On December 9, the girls had a 
Christmas party in the club rooms of 
the YWCA. The evening was spent in 
singing carols and playing games. By 
the looks of things the next morning, 
an enjoyable time was had by all. At 
the close of the evening, refreshments 
were served. The girls presented gifts 
to Miss Elliott, Miss Pearson and Miss 
Metcalf. In charge of the arrange- 
ments were Mrs. Bates, Margaret 
Grosshans, Kathleen Sherman, Betty 
Hager, Wilma Grimm and Mattie 
Peterson. ... As all good things must 
come to an end, so the vacation sea- 
son draws to a close. Returning re- 
cently from their vacations were 
Melva Wright and Dorothy Osterthun 
who spent their time with home folks 
at Tecumseh. Enjoying her vacation 
during the Christmas holidays was 
Doris Steffin. . . . New local operators 
are Lydia Harder, Mrs. Dolores De- 
'Junge and Mrs. Helen Nowka. 
| Christmas has come and gone. Santa 
| Claus was good to everyone. Fur coats 
were plentiful, it seems, but there was 
a scarcity of diamonds. Perhaps they 
will be showing up by New Years. 


Hebron 


“Ernie’’ Wellman finished our vaca- 
tion list. He spent one day in Lincoln 
and most of the rest of the time at 
home with the flu. ... Foster’s gang 
is rebuilding the toll lead between 
Hebron and Gilead. . . . The twenty- 
two traffic and commercial girls drew 
names and exchanged Christmas gifts. 
. Margaret Bethscheider, chief op- 
erator, spent several days in bed with 
the flu. . . . Miss Ruth Armstrong is a 
new operator. Welcome, Ruth. 


Ohiowa 


Mrs. Evelyn Heater, operator, has 
been enjoying a visit from her hus- 
band who is home on furlough... . 
Charles Steele has been visiting his 
mcther, Mrs. Belle Steele. 


Osceola 


Area Manager Charles J. Olson at- 
tended a commercial meeting in Gen- 
eva on December 3. .. . We were 
| happy to have Mr. Bush of Lincoln and 
| Mr. Jackson of Hastings visit our office 
| during December. 


Polk 


| Clara Anderson enjoyed her two 
| week's vacation beginning December 
| 17, and spent the time with her daugh- 
iter in Rockford, Illinois. Hope 
Bailey spent the week-end of December 
12 in Mead visiting with her parents. 
|. ., A Christmas party was held in the 
| telephone building on December 13 and 
was enjoyed by all employees present. 
Gifts were exchanged and a light 
| lunch was served. 
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Superior 


The traffic department has Betty 
Jeppesen back from her vacation and 
Lois McDowell taking the last two 
weeks in December for her vacation. 
Lois is enjoying a visit with her 
brother who is home on furlough... . 
The operators had their annual Christ- 
mas party at which time they also bid 
farewell to Melba Richards who ac- 
cepted a transfer. Good luck, Melba. 

. . Frances Harmon is the new chief 
operator and Eleanor Hensell is the 
assistant chief operator. Nadine 
Messersmith is a local student. ... We 
extend our sympathy to Frances Stuck 
whose father passed away recently fol- 
lowing a long illness. . Everyone 
was able to get back to work after the 
Christmas holiday and looked none the 
worse after two days of feasting. . . 
Area Manager Frank Kubat almost 
spread more Christmas light than he 
clesired when the tree and all its orna- 
ments suddenly burst into flame. 
Luckily, Mr. and Mrs. Kubat were at 
home and saw the flame before it had 
caused serious damage. 


Sutton 


Iris Barbee, cashier, spent Christmas 
in Osceola, while Miriam Griess _ at- 
tended a large family gathering and 
Jack Mankamyer went to Lincoln... . 
The girls were quite proud of their 
little Christmas tree this year and felt 
badly when it was time to part with 
it. . . . Kathleen Houts is a new stu- 
dent operator and Mrs. Fern MacDon- 
ald is helping out in the traffic depart- 
ment temporarily.* 


York 
Phyllis Carlson was transferred to 
Hastings and we- gained Louise 


Hurley and Carolyn Clark on local. 
: Lela Watson is instructing toll 
students Della Bredencamp and Wreath 
Rystrom. Mary Pittman has 
gone to Tulsa, Oklahoma for a short 
visit. The bookies are betting three 
to one it will be ‘Mrs.’ when she 
returns. Velma Garlock sat up 
all night a few nights ago waiting for 
her husband to get in on the train 
that finally wandered in about seven 
o’clock the next morning. Oh yes, 
he arrived by bus three days later. 
... The emblems of essential war serv- 
ice have arrived and various exclama- 
tions of admiration have been made. 
. We wonder if Mr. Allen decided 
why we water our dead Christmas tree. 
Mr. Allen says he is going to start 
watering telephone poles and _ raise 
telephones. He kindly fixed our Christ- 
mas tree with cross pieces and we de- 
cided to water it, so we planted it. 
Passers by found Arlene Anderson and 
Alice Talbot dexterously (saw it in the 
dictionary) digging dirt with the im- 
plements of shovel and pail. ... Who 
is the M. P. from the base that Marg’s 
been following? Or is it the other way 
around? . Latest addition to Nyla 
Peters visiting list is a tall, dark party 
by the name of Frank. ... Love ’em 
and leave ’em Buller is holding court 
in the Hennings front parlor with 
S/Sgt. Douglas Snyder. . . . The Christ- 
mas party came off without a mishap. 
After swearing all the girls to secrecy, 
the ‘eats’? committee confessed they had 
whipped cream for the dessert. Time 
was passed by gossiping and playing 
“cootie.”” Contrary to many ways of 
thinking, it’s played with dice and not 
lice. Gifts were distributed and then 
we ate and we do mean ate. The only 
way to keep an operator quiet is to 
feed her. A good time was had by all. 
...A recent visitor was former opera- 
tor, Mrs. Earl Hennesy, who was home 
for the holidays. . Ensign Pickrel 
and his bride (our chief operator, 
formerly Maxine Barrett) stopped off 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, for a brief visit 
with his brother and wife, formerly 
Alice Hansen, operator of York traffic, 
and Hazel Hilvard, former operator 
who is living in Las Vegas. Hazel re- 
signed to join the WAC’s but was 
given an honorable discharge and is 
now working in Las Vegas. ... Our 
janitor, Albert Allen, is on vacation. 
He said he needed it. Maxine Meradith 
says that she doesn’t miss him. Alex 
Pauley makes just as much noise. ... 
Some people keep their middle names 
out of sight so we thought a few of 
them should see light-—-for instance, 
Garland Mehuron, Palmer Dobson, 
Micheal Mouden and Rupert Culbert- 
son. ...A few of the girls got together 
and gave “Garly’’ Mehuron a birthday 
party—complete with candles. We 
couldn't find out his age but he said 
he was sweet sixteen and never been 
kissed. (Was he surprised when he got 
16 candles.) Someone else said “55 and 
never been missed’! He blushed like 
a schoolboy. ... Question of the month: 
Does A. B. Gorman employ a gag 
writer or is that natural? (Ed. Note: 
You wouldn't believe it, but that is the 
way the man lives—just weltering in a 
mess of insults. He simply thrives on 
hatred, probably because he knows he 
couldn’t fight his way out of a paper 
bag—and he reasons that no one will 
go so far as to smack him. Will some- 
one please take care of this?) 


“Blessed Events’ 


ESLIE Zoe Johnson missed 

being a New Year’s baby 
by less than a day when she 
was born at the Lincoln Gen- 
eral hospital at 2:30 a. m., De- 
cember 31, 1943. Her birth 
weight was five and three- 
quarters pounds. Her proud 
parents are Mr. and Mrs. A. L. 
Johnson. Mr. Johnson is em- 
ployed in the general shop at 
Lincoln. 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


January Service 


Anniversaries 


Thirty-Eight Years 
H. B. Gore, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
J. C. Miller, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
Anna Aden, Wilber. 
Thirty Years 
Marie Stevens, Hastings. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
H. H. Wheeler, Jr., Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Clyde Burge, Beatrice; Char- 
lotte Westley, Shelby. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


A. E. lLamberson, Nebraska 
City. 
Twenty-Six Years 


Florence Buehler, Beatrice; D. 
C. Travis, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Harriet Wynn, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Four Years 


Flora Johnston, R. C. Parsons, 
Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
Lizzie Cressman, Jansen. 
Twenty-One Years 


T. C. Cone, Military Service; A. 
M. Geist, Lincoln; Golda Thomp- 
son, Tecumseh; Agnes Gustafson, 
Osceola. 

Twenty Years 


J. H. Agee, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 

Aletha Davison, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 

Asa Waters, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 


G. D. Brock, Friend; J. H. Man- 
kameyer, Sutton; Hattie F. Staley, 
Lincoln; Hattie Wilcox, Burchard. 


Sixteen Years 


Lillian Baker, Bernice Smith, 
Lincoln; M. A. Birdsley, Auburn; 
Lillian J. Elliott, John Spady, Ar- 
dena Pearson, Hastings. 


Fifteen Years 


G. P. Dobson, York; M. W. 
Franklin, Kathryn Rood, R. T. 
Ross, Lincoln; F. W. Morris, Mili- 
tary Service. 


Fourteen Years 


C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Jr., 
Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 


Margaret Grubaugh, Tamora; B. 
I. Noble, Military Service; Jacob 
Schneider, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 


Minnie Allen, Lincoln; Mary 
Bornemeier, Louisville. 


Seven Years 
Betty Janssen, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Grace Hewitt, Dunbar. 
Five Years 
Genevieve Johnson, Wahoo. 


TIME MARCHES 


BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


A large number of employees of 
the Hastings exchange took ad- 
vantage of the fine ice at Heart- 
well Park to form a skating party. 
They came to skate, the story 
goes, but stayed to watch the pro- 
fessional gyrations of the old 
master, Sam Jackson, chief clerk. 

The ‘“flu’’—sweeping through 
the traffic force at Wahoo — has 
made it necessary to impress into 
service, as operators, all available 
plant employees. Some former 
operators have been enticed back 
to the job temporarily while C. S. 
Nevens has been acting as night 
operator during the emergency. 

A. A. Stoker has returned to 
his duties as instructor of the tele- 
phone engineering school after an 
extended absence as instructor of 
telephony in army camps. 

Names in the month’s news: 
Amelia Aden, Anna Aden, Lt. 
Milton Barratt, F. E. Behm, Nell 
Combs, Marie Ehler, George K. 
Gann, J. C. Gear, DeRoy Helfer, 
Theodore Hurtz, Mae Meduna, 
Otto Nelsen, F. S. Nichols, H. A. 
Seamark, Anna Seymour. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


Major changes in organization 
set-up were announced this 
month. Highlighting the shifting 
of personnel were the following 
promotions: F. E. Behm, from 
Lincoln district manager to as- 
sistant plant superintendent; R. 
H. Ojers, from local manager, 
Hastings to district manager for 
the newly created Nebraska City 
district; J. A. McKinzie, from su- 
pervisor of supplies to district 
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manager, Lincoln; Fred M. Stras- 
ser, from cost engineer to super- 
visor of supplies. 


Wm. Cunningham, who has 
been identified with the telephone 
industry since 1889, died at his 
home in Lincoln, December 20th. 


Gerald Caley, son of Jack Caley, 
manager at Sterling, has won 
statewide recognition as a back- 
field star on the Sterling high 
school football team. He is a 
junior in high school and has been 
acting as his father’s assistant 
during the latter’s recent illness, 
in taking care of the trouble and 
line faults. 


Names in the month’s news: 
Florence Buehler, Ralph Connors, 
Harry B. Gore, Sarah Horn, Ed 
Lewis, W. E. MacDonald, Jack 
Mankamyer, George Mann, Glenn 
Melson, C. P. Russell, Earl Schem- 
merhorn, L. P. Schlentz, W. H. 
Spurlock, Ralph Stebbings, Ernest 
Wedgwood. 


Ten Years Ago 


Telephone basketball propects 
appear slightly sour at the mo- 
ment, due largely to the inability 
of the sponsors to line up a league 
of sufficient size and quality. 
Manager Behm, attending a called 
meeting of basketball managers 
recently, was considerably sur- 
prised and slightly bored to find 
only himself to talk to. Conversa- 
tion lagging a bit under these cir- 
cumstances, he eventually ad- 
journed to his home — where the 
population is more dense and of 
very high quality. 

Howard Stroup, shopman, has 
been transferred to the main of- 
fice switchroom, Lincoln. 


The general office Christmas 
party was hell at the Shrine Club 
on the evening of December 20th. 
More than 450 employees and 
friends were in attendance. The 
childrens’ section of the program 
was featured by Mark Dulin on 
his saxophone and George Keith, 
as an emaciated Santa Claus and 
master-of-ceremonies. (Ed. Note: 
The typographical error which is 
so apparent in the above item was 
seen in the first proofs. However, 
after much reminiscing by the 
“News” editorial staff, it was de- 
cided that maybe the “inspired 
compositor” had something there 
—so we decided to let it stand!) 


Names in the month’s news: 
John Backstrom, George Barney, 
Ed Burke, Gordon Eno, Frank 
Kubat, Herbert McLain, John 
Manners, Floyd Nave, Ted Ray, 
Ray Sherman, Berniece Smith. 


Five Years Ago 


Announcement is made of the 
retirement of M. T. Caster, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, after 
forty-six years of service in the 
telephone industry. F. E. Behm, 
formerly assistant plant superin- 
tendent, has. been appointed to 
fill the vacancy. 


54 “Kings and Queens of Sales” 
were crowned at the annual 12 
Month’s Club banquet at the 
Hotel Cornhusker on the night of 
January 12th. 


Names in the month’s news: 
Hope Adams, H. F. Apking, 
George Brock, John Brockmeyer, 
W. O. Bundy, R. H. Gray, Merrill 
Green, Lee Millholen, Frank 
Nevitt, Ruth MRodine, James 
Smith, H. L. Whitney, Sophia 
Windels. 


SUMMARY OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 


Made to the Department of Banking, 
State of Nebraska by the LINCOLN 
TELEPHONE EMPLOYEES Co-opera- 
tive Credit Association of Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, at the close of business De- 
cember 31, 1943. 


RESOURCES 


Loans to Members ....................... $ 22,672.61 
Federal, State and Municipal 

TEOTS el dancers ee wn 30,000.00 
Other Approved Investments.. 31,854.84 
Cash on Hand and Due 

PU OU SESAME 2oiihotes cescsteadisabsiccticie 33,746,53 
Other Resources... 227.06 

sys 5: ULAR ay et ee ee Rs Te $118,501.04 

LIABILITIES 

Share Capital Paid In by 

IVETE) GTS) ccctesticssarteeemnciacicarsonrceace $ 18,773.75 
Deposits of Members 

OSL is ade Bencisycetcishaviestnesereseotes 96,409.26 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve 

for Contingencies) ......0000000..... 1,959.81 
Undivided Profits ........0..0000000. 583.70 
Other Liabilities 22.00.0000. 774.52 

oc |: 8 Ree OS $118,501.04 


STATE OF NEBRASKA 
County of Lancaster 


bes 


We, the President, the Secretary, and 
a majority of the Supervisory Commit- 
tee of the Lincoln Telephone Employees 
Co-operative Credit Association of Lin- 
coln, Nebraska, do solemnly swear that 
the foregoing statement of condition of 
the said association is true and correct, 
to the best of our knowledge and belief. 
I. J. DEVOE, 
H. W. POTTER, 
Supervisory Committee. 
F. E. BEHM, President. 
M. W. FRANKLIN, Secretary. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 7th day of January, 1944. 
C. H. ANDERSON, 
(Seal) Notary Public. 
My commission expires August 6, 1944. 


_January, 1944 


Jack Huddleston 
Writes From England 


HE “News” editor is in re- 

ceipt of a most interesting 
letter from Jack Huddleston— 
construction 
department 
employee and 
one of the 
three ‘‘fight- 
ing sons’ of 
Bert Huddle- 
ston, general 
storekeeper, 
Lincoln—and 
it gave us 
such a “lift” 
that we feel 
sure most employees will be 
interested in it. The letter 
makes plain the spirit which 
animates all our boys—they 
are interested in doing their 
best to help win the war 
quickly but, above all else, 
they are in deadly earnest 
about getting “back home” at 
the earliest moment. The let- 
ter follows: 


M/Sgt. J. C. Huddleston 
6 Sta. Camp. Sq. APO 634 
% Postmaster NY City 


November 24, 1943. 


Editor 

“Telephone News” 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Dear Sir: 

Just a little note from an em- 
ployee letting you know that in 
our armed forces our telephone 
and telegraph system is just as 
important as it is in civilian life. 

I worked for the Company for 
over a year and enjoyed every 
day of it. I learned quite a: bit 
about the trade, and all the tricks 
and short cuts came to good use 
as I was shipped to England with 
the Air Corps. 

I have been placed in charge 
of the communications at an air 
base, and though it belongs to 
Uncle Sam, I look upon our tele- 
phone and telegraph system as my 
own pride and joy. We have re- 
cently installed a 3-position 
switchboard that clicks off the 
phone calls of the generals and 
buck privates at an amazing 
speed. 

The British workmen assisting 
us were shocked at our efficiency. 
Though they mean well, some of 
their methods are outmoded, and 
they stood agog watching us do 
tricks with the switchboard and ~ 
with cable that Houdini never: 
thought of. But the secret, of 
course, is that they never worked 
for our Company and weren’t able 
to pick up all the valuable little 
hints that go a long way toward 
increasing both the accuracy and 
speed of a job. 

But its advantages, in this case, 
were two fold: It increased the 
accuracy of the one project and 
by so doing, hastened the day 
when all the boys over here may 
return to their jobs and exert 
every energy in appreciation of 
working in America, for Ameri- 
cans, at an American wage. 

I thought you might like to hear 
from one of the old crew. We're 
all anxiously awaiting the day 
when we blast the enemy from his 
domain and know that your dili- 
gent duty on the home front plus 
our little bit over here will to- 
gether eventually achieve the vic- 
tory. 

A twenty-one gun salute to 
your Telephone News, the little 
bulletin that brings us the up to 
the latest news of the home front. 
We wait for it as anxiously as a 
letter or package from home, and 
it is as important to us as any 
war communique. It has only one 
fault. When we read it, it brings 
us directly back to the good old’ 
days in Lincoln and when we fin- 
ish the last page we look around— 
and darn it—we’re still in Eng- 
land. 

Let us hope and pray that there 
aren’t too many days ahead when 
our dream of Lincoln can become 
a reality and once more we shall 
be able to resume the famous 
American way of life—in America. 


Sincerely, 
Jack C. Huddleston. 


Jack Huddleston 


“Journey's End’ 


ERVICES for Mrs. Adam 

Brendle of Hickman were 
held Wednesday, January 5, 
at the Presbyterian church at 
Hickman. Deceased was the 
mother of Roy Brendle who is 
employed in the service de- 
partment at Lincoln, 
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WOULDNT WANT TO LET OUR BOYS DOWN! 


There are more than 100 of our employees in the armed forces—young 
men and women whom you know and about whose welfare you,.are concerned. 
You want to help get them home as soon as possible—by making every effort 
to win the war quickly. We have 116 employees who have given 155 sons and 
daughters to the armed forces—and 51 wives in our employ have husbands 
serving the colors. 


@& WE SIMPLY CANT LET EM DOWN! 


The 4th War Loan Drive is our opportunity to do something about it. We 
are entering a Bond Sales campaign—to run from January 18 to February 15 
—and the manner in which we meet, or surpass, the “214 per cent of annual 
pay’ quota which we have accepted will tell our boys just how well we are back- 
ing them up. They'll know—because complete details of this campaign will 
be published in the next two issues of the ““News.”’ And the “‘News” goes every 
month to every employee in the armed forces, regardless of where he or she may 
be stationed! : 


THE GENERAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 


Guy O. Seaton is chairman of the general committee which will handle this 
campaign. The other members of the committe are: C. C. Donley, Esther Elms- 
haeuser, John Backstrom, Jay Pugsley, James E. Smith, Kent Eno, L. P. Schlentz 
—all of Lincoln—and Harlan O. Gillespie, Beatrice; John Spady, Hastings; 
R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City; George Dobson, York; Vern Campbell, David City. 


AREAS WILL BE IN COMPETITION! 


In somewhat the same type of campaign as was used to sell telephones 
before the war, our 18 areas will compete with each other in an effort to sell 
the greatest percentage of the 214 per cent quota. Area managers will be in 
direct charge and, insofar as possible, all purchases should be handled through 
them. Details of the campaign plan have already been placed in the hands of 
each employee. 


CASH PURCHASES WILL TURN THE TIDE! 


The CASH purchases are the ones that will put this campaign over. Pay- 
roll deduction purchases will count—but only if the payments are completed 
during the campaign. Every purchase will be reported back to the county in 
which the employee resides, where it will be credited to that county’s sales quota 
—but for the purposes of our own campaign the purchase should be made 
through our own organization. Our Co-operative Credit Association will help 
you finance cash purchases. Discuss all such details with your area manager. 


NO APULOGIES! 


Let’s do a job on this campaign that will make it wholly unnecessary for us 
to make any apologies to our boys when they come back to us! 


— awe KK RK eK EK XK 
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Lioyd Jenkins Wins 
Safety Ace” Award 


Plant Department Em- 
ployee Honored On National 
Radio Broadcast; Has Spent 
Years In Safety Work. 
LOYD C. JENKINS, Lin- 
‘coln service department 
employee, recently received 
notification from the National 
_ Safety Coun- 
| cil offices, in 
Chicago, of 
his selection 
as a winner 
of the Coun- 
ci’s “Safety 
Ace” award 


ing accom- 
plishments in 
-industrial 
safety and 
first aid work. 
The award brings a $100 


L. C. Jenkins 


War Bond to Mr. Jenkins and, | 
in addition, he was given na-| 
tional recognition on the Na-| 
tional Safety Council’s radio | 


program, “Out Of The 
Shadows,” which was carried 
by the Blue network on the 
evening of February 14. Since 
the Blue network outlet in 
Lincoln—station KFOR—was 
unable to carry the program 
on account of previous com- 
mittments, the complete 
broadcast was recorded and 
was presented by KFOR on 
the evening of February 16, 
from 7:45 to 8:00 p. m. 

In addition to this honor, 
Mr. Jenkins has recently been 
informed that he has been 


designated to receive a Cer-| 
ticate of Appreciation from | 


National Red Cross head- 
quarters for having voluntar- 
ily taught 1,300 hours of first 
aid and accident prevention 
during the past five years. 
Lloyd Jenkins has made a 
hobby of safety work from the 
time he first became asso- 
ciated with the telephone 
company, in 1925. His early 
employment was on a part 
time basis, while he was at- 
tending Cotner college and the 
University of Nebraska. He 
received degrees from both 
institutions. He played foot- 
ball at Cotner college, and it 


was during a football game— |-————— 
when a Cotner halfback re-||7 
ceived a broken leg which be- || 


came a compound fracture be- 
cause of careless handling— 
that he first became interested 
in the science of first aid. 

Mr. Jenkins studied first 


aid and accident prevention in| 


telephone company classes, 


and took advanced courses in|! 
1929 at the University of Ne-| 
braska. In 1935, he became an 


authorized instructor in first 
aid, and in 1938 he became the 
only authorized accident pre- 


vention instructor for home| 
and farm safety in the state of | 
Nebraska. Upon his own initi- | 


ative, he has encouraged and 


promoted classes which have} 
provided accident prevention 


instructors for many points in 
Lancaster county. 
Since 1939, Mr. Jenkins has 


conducted over 100 first aid 
accident prevention | 


and 
classes, resulting in the train- 
representing 2,000 hours of 
voluntary instruction. Red 
Cross groups, air cadets, O. C. 
. groups, civilian air patrol 
see “JENKINS” 
Page 2, Col. 3 


for outstand-| 


ing of some 3,000 persons and | 


Dick Spohn Named 


Credit Group Secretary 


oe annual meeting of the 
board of directors of the 
Employees Cooperative Credit 
Association, held in Lincoln on 
January 17, re-elected all but 
one of the 19438 officers. F. E. 
Behm continues as president; 
M. M. Hale as vice president 
and J. L. Lyne as treasurer. 
‘Richard H. Spohn, disburse- 
ment accountant, Lincoln, was 
elected to the secretaryship, 
replacing M. W. Franklin. Mr. 
Franklin had asked to be re- 
‘lieved of the office, since he is 
also serving as secretary of the 
‘Employees Mutual Benefit As- 
sociation. 


‘Postal Zones In 


‘New Lincoln Directory 


‘RHE spring issue of the Lin- 
'+ coln directory, delivery of 
which is expected to begin 
about March 1, will carry a 
brand new feature on its 
“postoffice information” page. 
The new feature will be a 
complete resume of Lincoln’s 
'postal zones—giving exact in- 
formation regarding the zone 
“numbers applicable to the 
_various sections of the city. It 
is expected that Lincoln sub- 
scribers will greatly appre- 
ciate this feature, since it will 
_give them for the first time a 
/source of postal zone informa- 
tion which is constantly at 
hand and is readily available 
‘at all times. There are more 
‘listings in the directory’s 
alphabetical section, due to a 
/net increase of more than 1,000 
telephones in Lincoln during 
1943. The cover of the new 
directory, showing a Signal 
Corps soldier and a telephone 
lineman, emphasizes the vital 
part the telephone industry is 
| playing in the war. This fine 
|piece of art work is from the 
‘talented hand of Joe Hartley, 


| commercial department artist. 


‘Employee Makes 
‘Fine Red Cross Record 


_JT HAS come to the attention 
+ of the “News” that one of our 
employees — Myrtle Hiner, of 
the Lincoln business office— 
| has given re- 
markably 
faithful 
service to 
the Red 
Cross band- 
age work- 
room, which 
is located in 
our general 
office build- 
ing. Miss 
Hiner is an 


Myrtle Hiner 
| inspector of 
_ bandages, making the final in- 
‘spection before the bandages 


are packed for shipment 


abroad. She is scheduled for 
duty every Monday night and, 
so far as we have been able to 
ascertain, has never once 
missed the assignment in the 
approximately one and one- 
half years that the workroom 
'has been in operation. This, it 
'seems to us, is a remarkable rec- 
ord and one for which she should 
receive congratulations. There is 
a great need for the enrollment 
of other female employees in this 
extremely important work. The 
evening sessions in Lincoln are 
held from 6 to 9 p. m., Monday 
through Thursday. We urge Lin- 
coln employees to investigate this 
opportunity to perform a genu- 
'inely necessary patriotic service. 


HE FOUGHT THE JAPS IN 1904!|Bert Huddleston 
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foe WILL come as a distinct surprise to most Lincoln em- 
ployees to learn that they have in their midst an employee 
who fought against the Japs forty years ago! George 
Schwindt, of the general office custodian’s force, is the man 
—and he is pictured above as he looked in his Russian uni- 
form in 1904. The inset picture shows George as he looks 
today. 

The fact of his participation in the first great war of the 
present century—which witnessed the treacherous Nipponese 
taking the initial step in their carefully laid program to at- 
tain world power—came to light quite by chance. George 
Schwindt, quiet, unassuming and practically invaluable in his 
own particular niche in our organization, is not one to volun- 
teer information about his war activities. 

He was born and grew to manhood in Saratov, which lies 
some two hundred miles north of Stalingrad, on the Volga 
river. He is not of Russian blood, having sprung from the 
German stock which colonized the Volga valley during the 
reign of Catherine the Great. 

Prior to the outbreak of the Russian-Japanese war, George 
served four years with the Army of Kiev. He was recalled to serv- 
ice in 1904 when the Japs—as competent at “sneak attacks” in 1904 
as in 1941—attacked Russia without warning. He saw service in 
Korea, Manchuria and eastern Siberia, being stationed finally at 
Vladivostok. He served through the war without wounds of any 
kind, and came to the United States in 1914. 

There is no more loyal and patriotic American than George 
Schwindt in all this broad land. He proudly wears a service pin for his 
son, Cpl. Albert Schwindt, who is serving in the U. S. Army. 


NORMAN OTT 


(Feces a flash of lightning the hand of the Omnipotent 
reached down last Saturday morning and wrote 
“Finis” to the symphony of Norman Ott’s life. 

Seldom does the passing of an ordinary man so affect 
the lives of his associates—for although, 
measured by the yardstick of democ- | 
racy, Norm was an ordinary man, he 
was far above the ordinary man in 
those qualities which made him stand 
head and shoulders above the crowd. 

His keen wit, combined with a 
humor at once clean and wholesome, 
gave to his writing a human appeal 
which brought an immediate response 
from the reader. The smallest incident 
had its humorous side to Norm and | 
he possessed the ability to develop the 
humor without sting or reflection upon anyone. 

In his daily work he visited frequently with many of 
his fellow employees, listened with sympathy and gave 
wise counsel to their varied problems. 

In addition to his writing, Norman had the soul of 
an artist. His love of music—that rich classical music 
of the old operas—was an impelling force in his life. He 
was deeply and genuinely religious. He loved clean 
sport and was an ardent follower of Nebraska’s football 
teams. But most of all he was a friend of everyone 
and a loyal, devoted employee of our company. His 
memory will be an inspiration to everyone of us. 

—J. H. AGEE. 
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|e foaemone Huddleston, gen- 
eral storekeeper, Lincoln, 
who suffered a heart attack on 
January 5, is seemingly well 
on the road to complete recov- 
ery of his health. He left St. 
Elizabeth hospital on January 
16 and was up and around his 
home for several days. He re- 
turned to the hospital for fur- 
ther treatment on February 2, 
and was released on February 
11. We are pleased to report 
that he is now resting com- 
fortably at home and is gain- 
ing strength each day. 


Storm Brings 
Big Toll Increase 


fl Nees blizzard which swept 
Lincoln and most of Ne- 
braska, on February 10, caused 
an increase in business on the 
Lincoln toll board which has 
not been surpassed in recent 
years except on the day before 
Christmas, 1943. On that day, 
2,815 offered calls set a new 
record for Christmas Eve busi- 
ness—but the storm of Febru- 
ary 10 generated 2,757 offered 
calls. In this latter case, how- 
ever, completions were very 
much better — being 2,400 as 
compared with 2,319 on De- 
cember 24. This increase in 


"| completions can, of course, be 


accounted for in part by the 
fact that most of the “storm 
calls” were of the short haul 
variety — from travelers 
stranded in various parts of 
Nebraska — but great credit 
must also go to our operators 
everywhere who cheerfully 
fought their way to work 
through the foul weather and 
gave their best efforts to get- 
ting all calls completed. Luck- 
ily, too, the storm generated 
very little toll circuit trouble. 


Mutual Benefit 
Association Payments 


ae directors of Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association, 
meeting in Lincoln on Janu- 
ary 14, re-elected all 1943 of- 
ficers — G. O. Seaton, presi- 
dent; C. C. Donley, vice presi- 
dent; M. W. Franklin, secre- 
tary; George P. Barney, treas- 
urer. Payments made during 
January, all of which were on 
the basis of the new schedule 
of increased surgical bene- 
fits, were as follows: Roy 
Carlson, district inspector, 
Lincoln, $121; Herbert Hud- 
dleston, supply department, 
Lincoln, $46; Harold Cunning- 
ham, supply department, Lin- 
coln, $372; Catherine Daugh- 
erty, accounting department, 
Lincoln, $302. The Benefit 
Association, at the close of its 
first year’s operations, on De- 
cember 15, 1943, had paid 
benefits to approximately one 
out of every ten members. A 
total of 39 claims were paid, 
and only two were rejected. 
Benefits totaling $2,368.40 
were paid to the 39 approved 
claims. The Association re- 
ceived $4,754.00 in member- 
ship fees, had a reserve fund 
of $475.40 and unused or un- 
appropriated funds amount- 
ing to $1,558.96. Present mem- 
bership is 427. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Vineyard 
of Auburn are the parents of a 
seven pound boy. Michael Gene 
was born January 5 at a Beatrice 
hospital. Mr. Vineyard is a mem- 
ber of our Auburn plant depart- 
ment. 


BOND DRIVE 


|Making Nice Recovery WAS A SUCCESS 


Employees Purchased 190% 
Of Quota; David City Area 
Runs Away With First Place 


eee employees 
have proved conclusively 
that they are standing square- 
ly behind those other em- 
ployees who are members of 
the armed forces. In the 
Fourth War Loan sales drive 
—which was in full blast from 
January 18 to February 15, 
under the the able direction 
of G. O. Seaton—employees 
invested a total of $71,117.00 
in War Bonds. Of this amount, 
only about $10,000 was in the 
form of regular payroll de- 
duction maturities — the bal- 
ance representing additional 
cash purchases. 

The Company quota was 
242% of the total annual pay- 
roll, and this was reached and 
passed by 190%. 

The David City area made a 
magnificent record. Under 
the dynamic leadership of 
Area Manager Vern Camp- 
bell, the area employees made 
674%, of quota—far out-dis- 
tancing the nearest competi- 
tion. They invested $5,193.75 
in bonds, or an average cash 
investment of $185 per em- 
ployee. Our hats are off to 


David City! 
Other areas finished in this 
order: Beatrice, 325%; He- 


bron, 323%; Tecumseh, 295%; 
Seward, 277%; York, 204%; 
Hastings, 203%; Auburn, 
188%; Wahoo, 169%; Osceola, 
164%; Geneva, 148%; Fair- 
bury, 132%; Sutton, 131%; 
Wilber, 118%; Superior, 115%; 
Lincoln, 110%; Plattsmouth, 
96%; Nebraska City, 79%. 

The departmental competi- 
tion in Lincoln resulted as fol- 
lows: Engineering, 260%; 
Treasurer, 257%; Local Com- 
mercial, 209%; General Plant, 
158%; General Traffic, 157%; 
Construction, 111%; Account- 
ing, 109%; Shop and Supply, 
107%; General Commercial, 
105%; Service, 83%; Central 
District Traffic, 67%. Officers 
and department heads on the 
executive payroll, who were 
not entered in the competition 
but whose purchases were 
counted in our final Company 
total, purchased 667% of 
quota. 


Company Station 
Removal Was Helpful 


De February, a cam- 
paign for the recovery of 
Company stations not actually 


needed in the conduct of our 


business added 66 instruments 
to our rapidly dwindling 
stock. The majority of these 
were handsets of various 
types. Each department was 
asked to make a survey of un- 
necessary stations, in Lincoln 
and throughout the territory, 
and the plant department pro- 
ceeded rapidly with the re- 
moval of all designated instru- 
ments. As most of us know, 
the telephone instrument sit- 
uation is rapidly becoming ex- 
tremely critical. The manu- 
facturers are now permitted to 
make telephones only for war 
uses—hence no new sets will 
be released for civilian use for 
the duration. Etmployees 
should point out to subscriber 
friends the imperative neces- 
sity of taking good care of 
their telephones. 


ime 


l | 
| “JENKINS” 
| From Page 1, Col. 1 | 
- ‘members, lodges, clubs and in- | 
dustrial organizations, Lin- 
coln city police and Lincoln 


Vol 
Air Base firemen—all have re-. 
‘ceived instruction from Mr. 
Jenkins. In addition, he has. 
‘made weekly trips to Saline 
_and Otoe county towns, where 
he has trained civilian defense | 
|; groups and fire department 
‘members. 


So intense has been Mr.. 
Jenkins’ interest in this work 
that he has given his personal 
time to it over a long period | 
‘without any sort of compensa- | 
tion except bare traveling ex- 
‘penses. He has voluntarily 


S SO MANY others before me have discovered, the warm-hearted | accepted night duty in the 
friendship and sympathy offered by the splendid men and women | plant department of the tele- | 
who make up this organization is something very precious and sus-| phone company in order that 
taining when great personal loss visits one of us. My own experience | he might devote a portion of 
with this intangible but very heartening employee bond came during | each day, and the early eve- 
the shock occasioned by the recent sudden death of a beloved only ing hours, to instruction. He 
brother. Everyone has been so thoughtful, so kind and so helpful. has used his vacation periods 
It has been an experience to cherish in memory — the revelation of 10 attend first aid and accident 


an affectionate and unselfish human bond which I shall never forget. | prevention courses at his own 
‘expense in nearby states, in 


Sterling Nelson, area manager at Auburn, and one of the leading | order that his own methods 
“worriers” in Company circles, got himself tangled up in something | might be kept fresh and up- 
recently that really had him tearing out his blonde locks. I was | to-date. 


| 


happy to hear about it, because Sterling hasn’t been making this | Th ty gia aad t in the! 
eolumn with the old regularity since he went to Auburn. I was be- | : rough his interes im e€ 

noe ) scaneed National Safety Council, Mr. | 
ginning to fear that he might be losing that famous headlong im- Tenancies: hesmnte ousible! 
petuosity — that dash and color which set him apart in the good old an ecu, A Sp te 
“convalescent telegram” days at Stromsburg. I was afraid we might | _ res ee BOE: 
have lost for good and all the colorful Sterling whom we have long | #UMber of Lincoln's inaustria 
regarded with so much affection. I can tell you now that it isn’t so. | COMCETNS to become Council 
All is well. I am convinced that nothing has been lacking except an ae He appears regu- 
opportunity to get himself snarled up — and that came booming along ee ly 1 $4 cacao ee 
the other day. His daughter, Marcia, was recently married in Vir- ae n to give talks on satety, 
ginia. On the day she entrained for that far away state, she was | 7° evotes one evening each 
accompanied to the depot by her father and mother. The train she | week to showing saf ety 
was taking was the Missouri Pacific streamliner which passes through |™OVvies to various Lincoln civic 
Auburn on its way to Kansas City. This train makes only one stop | STOUPS and, of course, con- 
after leaving Auburn — at Falls City — but I’m told that Sterling was | tinues to devote Many eve- 
under the impression that it makes no stops between Auburn and pee od aaa to instruc- 
Kansas City. In any event, the shining streamliner came fogging into | tional work. And, just to use 
the Auburn depot as the Nelsons were bidding their daughter afond| UP @4y spare moments he 


eee . 
adieu. As you know, these “tin trains” rarely pause very long at the | might ee Lali 


few points where stops are made, and it is generally understood that | hands, ; ; 
thev are not to be boarded at these stops by friends or relatives who | articles on his favorite subj ect | 
are not making the trip. Good old Sterling — loaded down with his. for national industrial maga- 
daughter’s luggage — brushed his way past porters, brakemen and | ZITCS. 
the conductor, before any one of them could halt him. 


to Whom It Is Furnished Without Charge 


NORMAN Ott, Editor 
J. H. Hartiey, Assistant Editor 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
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(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


“Really,| The “News” feels that every 
daddy,” said Marcia, “I don’t think you are supposed to come aboard. | employee will join with us in 
I can handle my luggage all right and you might not get off the| a salute to Lloyd Jenkins for 
train before it starts.” Sterling was not impressed. ‘Pooh, pooh,” he|his self-sacrificing effort in 
pooh-poohed, “I know all these trainmen. I come down to watch the} pursuing a hobby which has 
trains go through, you know. These fellows are good eggs. They’ll| been of the utmost benefit to 
hold this rattler ‘till I get off.” So he took plenty of time to find her| all of us. We can think of no 
a seat, stow her luggage and kiss her goodbye. Just as he started up| employee who more truly 
the aisle to leave the train, a large contingent of soldiers came boil-|merits the national recogni- 
ing in from the rear cars. They were headed through to the car ahead|tion that has come to him. 
and, despite his frantic arm-waving and screams of protest, they|Lloyd’s sincere belief in his 
carried Sterling right along with them. He finally fought his way|mission, plus his boundless 
back to Marcia, but by that time the train was on its way. He spent|energy in promoting it, have 
some time listening while she gave him the good old “I told you so” | brought their proper reward— 
routine. After a while, who should pop up alongside Sterling but his|and we are proud of a fellow 
old buddy, the conductor. There must have been some mistake about employee who has overcome 
that “old buddy” business, however, because the conductor speared so many obstacles by the 
our hero with a cold and fishy eye. “Ha-ha-ha,”’ Sterling cackled,| sheer power of his enthusiastic 
“looks like I’ve got a good joke on you, old buddy. Looks like you’ve | persistence. 
got a free passenger on this here silver streak.” The conductor’s 
countenance remained icy. “The joke, if any, is on you, ee errr 
headed friend,’ he remarked. “And don’t give me any of that ‘o : ° 
buddy’ stuff. I don’t know who you are, and let’s leave it that way. Soldier Praises 
But you are paying one full fare—and right now.” This rocked Geneva Toll Service 
Sterling, since he figured it meant one full fare to Kansas City ook LETTER recently received 
return. “But I don’t have a cent on me,” he moaned. “And anyway, | A by this Company from Pfc. 
you shouldn’t have started up so quick.” He was getting sore. “ Walter Schlichter. stationed 
don’t like your attitude, mister,” he said, “and for two cents I'll pull ‘at the Fairmont Army Air 
your ears out so far that you'll be able to wrap "em around oe neck | Base, is so filled with praise 
like a scarf!” The conductor calmly offered him two cents. “Go right | for the toll service which this 
ahead, you big oaf,” he sneered, “but while you are doing that I shall soldier received from our 
be working your nose up and down on your face so fast that people | Geneva office that we feel it 
will think I am playing a trombone!” Sterling was really mad now. | should have wider circulation: 
“Qh, yeah,” he howled, “why you anemic pasteboard puncher — one D Sir: 
more crack out of you and I’ll push your teeth so far down your ane =e 
throat that you’ll have to swallow your food in order to chew it!” ects past Sunday night I made 
g distance call to Bellmore, 
Well, they might have gone on yelling at each other like that for|y, I., New York, through one of 
hours, but Marcia was getting fed up and she elbowed them apart.| your operators in the Geneva of- 
“Break it up, you two larynx artists,” she said. “You men sure do|fice. My peace of mind (which is 
talk a great fight. How much, Mister Conductor, will it cost me to een ae eee ce a Ge 
have your railroad carry my ever loving, if somewhat pig-headed, depended on this call and I’d like 
pappy to the next hopping-off place? I’m not filthy with folding | to commend highly the efficiency, 
money, and I suppose I’) have to pay his fare clear to Kansas City | willingness, patience and cour- 
and back, but I just can’t have you tossing pappy out on his head on teous service rendered by one of 
the cinders. His head won’t take it.” “Oh, but it will, it will — De ee on en 
nothing could dent that skull,” the conductor smiled at Marcia.|!and many other disturbing ob- 
“Listen, little lady, you keep your money,” he continued. “We make |stacles, cheerfully put this call 
a stop at Falls City — and if I let you pay his fare I’ll be depriving | through for me. 
myself of the supreme pleasure of heaving your loud-mouthed an- Be assured such service is very 
eestor out the door and watching him land head down in a cream |commendable and appreciated by 
can!” But Marcia wouldn’t have it that way, so he finally took her |W€ Members of the armed forces. 
; . : I might add that I am the proud 
money. Thus it came about that the sleek train came to a halt at uncle of a 6% pound baby girl— 
Falls City and deposited a very red-faced and disconsolate Mr. Nelson | for the first time. 
on the depot platform. I hear that he thumbed his way back to} Sincerely yours, 


Auburn! Walter Schlichter, Pfc. 
U. S. Army Air Corps. | 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 
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* Service Stars” 


x By JOE HARTLEY 


x We can keep this department 
lively and interesting with your 
+ help. May we depend upon it? 
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EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 


THE SERVICE DURING 
JANUARY 
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ERNEST E. JOHNSON, 


Lincoln Service Department. 
FLORENCE STUDER, 
Accounting Department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES—112 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 


We are beginning to deal in 
mathematics and _ those 


notice that simple arithmetic will 
not arrive at the right answer for 
the total number of employees in 


service. Last month there were 
(114, this month two more were 


added, total as shown above—112. 
It comes about in this manner. 116 
employees have entered and serv- 


'ed in the armed forces, but four 


have been discharged on C.D.D. 
and have returned to civilian life 


and, though still carried on our 


Honor Roll plaque and service 
flag, they are not included in the 
count of employees in service. 


Latest to receive their C.D.D.’s 
from the army are Pvt. PHIL 
ECKLES, from O’Reilly General 
Hospital at Springfield, Missouri 
and S/Sgt. NED JOHNSON from 
Camp Swift, Texas. Phil is again 
with our Company at Plattsmouth 
while Ned is at Sherburn, Minne- 
sota, nursing a pair of very flat 
feet. 


The enrollment of FLORENCE 
STUDER in Hunter College, New 
York, on January 27th, gives us 
our first WAVE employee. Flor- 
ence was formerly employed in 
the revenue section of the ac- 
counting department. 


A telegram from Pfe. LLOYD 
CLEVELAND drives straight to 
the point... “IF RUMOR TRUE 
THAT GORMAN IS NOT WRIT- 
ING COLUMN THIS MONTH 
SEND TEN EXTRA COPIES TO 
GIVE TO FRIENDS”.... The boy 
might be bragging. It’s a bit far- 
fetched to believe he has made ten 
friends in only five months. 


Cpl. ERNEST BARNEY is at- 
tending the AAF Instructors’ 
School at Ft. Myers, Florida, learn- 
ing teaching methods in the aerial 
gunnery branch. 


FRANCIS E. SMITH, S 2/C., 
late of Mt. Vernon, Iowa and 
Great Lakes, Illinois, is now at the 
U. S. Sub Base at New London, 
Connecticut. 


A V-Mail letter from T/Ssgt. 
ENNO I. DE VRIES, reads in 
part: “ .. . The Christmas box 
was just in time to catch my boat, 


EMPLOYEES 


and when I opened it we were a 
long way from nowhere. I am now 
in England and haven’t had time 
to look around yet.” 


S/Sgt. CLYDE WHITTINGTON 
spent his late January furlough 
in Lincoln. He is with an ord- 
nance unit at the Palo Alto, Cali- 
fornia, air port, in charge of a 
truck rebuilding shop. While cast- 
ing no reflection on the equip- 
ment of the Company garage, he 
Says it is a real pleasure to work 
in a shop where one can find a 
special tool for every need. 


After fifty-seven straight days 
of combat in Bougainville, Pfc. 
GERALD HENDERSON, marine, 
has been relieved and returned to 
an advanced hospital base to un- 
dergo an operation for appendici- 
tis. During his period of action at 
the beachhead at Empress Augus- 
ta Bay, Gerald lived wholly on C 
and K rations, supplemented by 
the few edible things they could 
find in the jungle and captured 
Jap provisions. Gerald is a whole- 
hearted supporter of the ‘Sea- 
Bees,” who followed the marines 
ashore and named one of their 
newly built roadways after 
Gerald’s fighting band. 


FLOYD H. HENSON, supply 
department, received his navi- 
gator’s wings and commission as 
second lieutenant on January 15th 
at San Marcos, Texas. Following 
a ten-day leave, spent in Lincoln, 
he reported for-gunnery school- 
ing, “somewhere in New Mexico.” 


An air mail letter has just ar- 
rived. We'll print it “as is” with- 
out comment. “Just heard that 
Gorman had stopped writing col- 
umn. Please put me back on 
‘News’ mailing list. I'll start read- 
ing it again.” (signed) Lt. A. M. 
NEWENS. 


KEN CHRISTENSEN, A.S. has 
completed his eight-week’s boot 
training at Farragut and spent his 
leave with his wife in Lincoln. 
The boy looks taller than ever, 
which is building them pretty 
high. 


Lt. PHIL GARVEY has moved 
again and this one quite obvious- 


ly places him on the other side of 


the Atlantic. Phil at least can de- 
part our shores with the knowl- 
edge that there is very little coun- 
try in these parts that he hasn’t 
passed through, he being our 
champion address changer. 


Maybe this isn’t for publication, 
but the writer of this column was 
never noted for displaying too 
much discretion or tact. It’s an 
excerpt from a letter by Capt. 
THAD CONE and he is talking 
about the good old days. “I might 
add that I wouldn’t mind coming 
back, either. Forty hours a week, 
good food, pleasant surroundings 
and appreciated efforts are cer- 
tainly a far cry from army life — 
besides, Nebraska is still HOME!” 

“BUD” EDEN E.M.2/c was able 
to stop off enroute from Camp 
Peary to the west coast for a visit 
with his family. Bud is with the 
SeaBees and is expecting that a 


1. Put. Norman R. Zipp is seeing action in the Southwest Pacific. 
L. A. Stacy, supply department, is at Indiana University. 3. “Seabee” Jacob Albrandt, F 1/c, is re- 


ceiving special training at Camp Peary, Va. 
supply department, is now at Thunderbird Field, Arizona. 
Isles has gust received his staff sergeant stripes. 
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trip to the active front lies at the 
end of his journey. 


Lt. LESLIE G. HANSEN has 
been assigned, as flight officer, to 
Dale Mabry Field at Tallahassee, 
Florida. 


The appearance of an army 
“Medic” with his syringe in hand 
is enough to make any enlisted 
man cringe, but to a certain group 
of German war prisoners in Tex- 
as, it was looked upon with wide- 
eyed horror. One of their group, 
in the McCloskey General Hos- 
pital, was suffering from an ar- 
terial blood clot which the staff 
doctors were attempting to dis- 
solve with a drug. Because it was 
vital to keep a perfect balance in 
the coagulative properties of the 
blood, it was necessary to run a 
test of samples every four hours. 
So T/5 DICK HARTLEY ap- 
peared at the gate, six times a 
day, to fill his big syringe, while 
the Prussian’s fellow prisoners 
screamed and shouted that the 
Americans had fashioned a new 
form of torture in bleeding a man 
to death. The fact that the clot 
reached the heart and caused the 
death of the prisoner only served 
to make them more certain that 
the Vampires of mythology still 
abound in the army medical de- 
partment. 


The daily routing of an E.M. 
student at Farragut, Idaho, is sub- 
mitted by JACK KUCHERA, 
S2/c. Reveille at 5:00, chow at 
5:30, physical fitness at 6:30, class 
from 7:30 to 11:40, chow at 11:50, 
class from, 12:35 to 4:30, chow at 
4:40, mail call at 5:30. His present 
studies include elementary theory 
of electricity, simple D.C., gener- 
ators and motors, circuit diagrams, 
cable markings, A.C. motors and 
alternators, A.C. theory, trans- 
formers, motor controls, storage 
batteries, intercommunicating sys- 
tems and searchlights, besides a 
healthy sprinkling of general lab- 
oratory work. Jack will graduate 
February 19th with a rating of 
Fireman, first class. (E.M.) 

ROBERT WOHLBERG was 
able to spend a few days at home 
on short leave from his school at 
Navy Yard Annex, Washington, 
D. C. 


Capt. FRITZ NOBLE has re- 
turned to Tyndall Field, Florida 
from his assignment at Fort Mon- 
mouth, New Jersey. Fritz’s New 
Jersey address (Country Club 
Area, Fort Monmouth), had a de- 
cidedly “Piping Rock” ring, and 
we looked upon it with a lifted 
eyebrow until word came that he 
was spending most of his time in 
a water-filled fox hole. 


Pfe. 


has received his fleet postoffice 
address and is probably based in 
the Pacific area. 

RECENT PROMOTIONS 


KEN CHRISTENSEN, A.S. to 
S 2/e. 


JOHN B. EIDENMILLER, Set. to 
S/Segt. 


FLOYD HANSON, A/C to 2nd Lt. 
PAUL H. HENSON, A/S to A/C. 


2. Cadet Howard E. Stacy, son of 


4. A/C. Chris Christopulos, a former garage serviceman, 
5. John B. Eidenmiller, now in the British 
6. A/S. Chauncey Erickson, who has seen consider- 


able service in the Caribbean theatre is back in the States taking pre-flight training. 


WILLIAM R. BEHRNS, — 
with a Marine fighting squadron, 


Sr rer 


s 
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Eastern Disirict 


We've been happily pounding the old | 


“noggin” on the wall trying to think 
some news from this end of town, 
but so far all we've succeeded in at- 
taining is a dent in the wall. There is 
one item though, to wit: Mr. Roy 
Carlson is home from the ‘horsepiial” 
and reported to be very happy about 
the whole thing. He is planning on 
»eing back with us all very soon, and 


we will certainlv be glad to see our 


favorite grandpa. . We're going to 
see if we can’t convince Mr. “A 
Keckler that he ought to fall down 


stairs or something so we'll have some 
news next time. 
ing to oblige, so we'll see. 


it, Mr. K.? 


How about 


Burr 


We wish to welcome Leta Holischer, | 
new chief operator, formerly of Yutan. | 
We understand that Burr was her home | 


at one time, and therefore, we know 


that she'll be happy in her new “old” | 


home. 
Cedar Bluffs 

We wish to throw the welcome 

mat out to Eva Kapke, our new chief 

operator. Miss Kapke was 

or Shickley. 


also 


David City 
While we're on the welcome subject, 


we wish to extend our greetings to two | 


Yl 


new girls. They are Alice Aleven and 
Mildred Samek. Lots of luck, gals!.. 
Stump, formerly of our traffic 
department, has left us to go to Wyom- 
ing. What, vou ask, has Wyoming goi 
that Nebraska hasn’t? Well, in this 
case happens to be a new husband 
whose name 
of happiness to vou both... . Genevieve 
Griffen, of the WAC's, was a visitor 
two weeks ago You’re getting more 


Ann 


beautiful every day, Genevieve. If the 
army does that for a person, it is an 
added temptation to join. . We 
think maybe we'll go in for fortune 
telling So far we've made _ several 
prophesies which have come true. Of 
course, a few inside tips have helped 


somewhat. The last prophesy we made 
was that two of our traffic girls would 


receive new diamonds for Christmas. 
Well, they did. ‘‘When’s it going to be. 
gals?” . Attention! Anybody 


want 


' , 
ANG 


to join the Navy? It seems that 
Holt does. One day last week a 
recruiting officer from the navy came 
into our office for the purpose of using 


the phone. Pretty soon the questions 
started coming thick and fast and from 
none other than Andy. Well, every- 
hing was going along so well that 


could practically smell the salt 
air and feel the roll of the ship when 
ne made the mistake of blurting out 

age. Woe is me, huh, Andy? Don’t 
sive up though, maybe the army might 
consider you. . Word has been re- 
ceived that Bill Behrns, formerly of 
the plant department, is now stationed 
in Honolulu. He says he loves the 
weather and that he is growing a red 
beard and mustache. He also men- 
tioned that he was part of a marine 
choir that broadcast to the states on 
Christmas day. Sorry that we missed 
it, Bill... . Our little cashier was very 
happy about two days before Christ- 
mas and was running around singing 
“TI Want You for Christmas.’ How- 
not until the phone rang at 4:30 
that afternoon was she sure she had 
him for Chirstmas. It was a very 
Merry Christmas, wasn’t it, Miss ‘B’’? 

. Well, our Fourth War Loan Drive 
is on with Mr. Campbell, our manager, 
holding the driver’s seat. It seems thai 
the traffic department challenged the 
commercial and plant departments to 
a “Battle of Bonds.” However, the 
challenge has gone unaccepted be- 
cause a little birdie reports that the 
traffic girls are planning on buying 
War Bonds of quite large demonina- 
tions. Good for you! ....As you will 
notice in the “Blessed Events’’ column, 
a son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Armagost. The Armagost’s other smail 
son, Rob, had the pleasure of naming 
young Jimmy. How did you celebrate, 
Harv? Quietly, we'll bet you wish now. 


aa 


ever, 


Louisville 
Doesn’t seem to be much “buzzin”’ 
around here this month. Ruth Maier 


reports that she spent January 18 in 
Omaha shopping and visiting friends. 
Miriam Carter recently spent a 
week-end at Greenwood with her par- 
ents. 
Nebraska City 
Diamonds! Diamonds! Anybody want 
a diamond. It seems that Art Lamber- 
son is passing them out. So step right 
up folks and get the lowdown. It seems 
that one of our operators returned 
from the Christmas holidays wearing a 
new ring and when asked the giver's 
name—caimly reported “Art Lamber- 
son." However, before this goes any 
further, we'll tell you that Art was 
only the go-between for his son, who is 
in the service and couldn’t be the 
giver himself. The reports show that 
Art 1s a wonderful picker-outer and 
that everyone is happy. ... Vacations 
are really getting an early start here. 
Edith Rivett is spending her two weeks 
at home. ... There are still a few of 
the girls here who insist on getting the 
flu. Josie Shoemaker spent a few 
days in bed, and it, “the bug,” has 
caught up with Louise Fritsch again. 
next to voiceless. . Our 
assistant chief operator, Eunice Copen- 
haver, called her “true love’ in Bougan 
Field, Puerto Rico, recently and had a 
heart to heart chat. . Omaha was 
quite the center of attraction this 
month for some of the girls—Elaine 
Fioffman, Louise Fritsch, and Miriam 
Haase “buzzed up” on Sunday, January 
i6 and went dancing at the Music Box. 


Louise is 


He’s always very will- | 


formerly | 


is Leonard Phillips. Lots ; 


‘ 


+ 


1. Robert T. Ross, custom billing clerk in the accounting department, Lincoln, pauses to take a deep breath after having given Mr. Bur- 


to pose. 


Also, Mary and Dorothy McKenzie 
spent the week-end shopping and visit- 
ing friends. Laurene Bremer did some 
shopping too on Saturday, January 
15. Ah, yes, Imo Hurlburt spent the 
week-end of January 22 “living in 
| Style” at the Hotel Fontenelle and 
“cutting a rug” at the Music Box. We 
|hear she did a little bowling on the 
| Side. Really “cooked with gas,” huh? 
|. . . . Velma Abker spent the week- 
enc of January 29 at her home in 
Otoe. Florence Gess spent the 
/ week-end of January 22 on the farm at 


/Dunbar. An added attraction for the 
occasion were visiting relatives from 
| Minnesota. Maxine Meyer had a 


| birthday January 24 and to her surprise 
'learned a party was being given in her 
'honor that evening by one of her girl 
'friends. Many more happy birthdays, 
A very welcome visitor 
in our office recently was Miss Marku- 
son. . . . Maxine Hunsicker, a former 
operator, came up to see us last Sun- 
day. 


Plattsmouth 


| We wish to welcome Mrs. Alyce 
Sharpnack into our midst as an op- 
erator. She is a former employee. 
We're glad to have you, Mrs. “‘S”.... 
Our chief operator, Mrs. Hilda Johanns. 
entertained her traffic girls at a little 
party recently. Refreshments were 
served and the evening was spent in 
playing games. ‘Twas reported that a 
good time was had by all. 


Seward 


We welcome a new member to our 
plant force, Mrs. Pauline Hafemeister 
who really keeps things spick and span 
around the office. . It seems that 
there is still such a thing as “The Age 
of Chivalry.” (We were beginning to 
have our doubts but this story helped 
a little to bolster us up). While the 
girls were working one afternoon, a 
| terrible hulabaloo was set up when a 
| teeny, tiny, little mouse made the mis- 
|take of poking his head outside the 
isafety of his home. Upon hearing the 
faint cries for help, Art “Shiek in 
| Wolf's Clothing’’ Lamberson dashed to 
the rescue. With the aid of what tools 
he could find, he managed to end the 
little fellow’s existence. Did his “ladies 
in distress’’ thank him? ? ? ? . We 
| had a couple of visitors from York re- 
cently. None other than Mrs. Swingle, 
a promising poetess, and George Me- 
huron, a philosopher, who came down 
|to share their talents with us. Quite a 
| session, I must say! . We wonder 
| what Dick Manners’ bulletin board has 
| become —a_ gossip column or _ what, 
Dick? While we're on the pleasant sub- 
ject of Mr. Manners, we'll continue. 
Does anyone need a cook who looks 
i Sweet in a white apron? Mr. “M’”’ tells 
us that he is thinking of changing occu- 
| pations, this brilliant thought brought 
about with his recent venture into the 
'mysteries of housekeeping. Mrs. Man- 
|; ners, having succumbed to the flu, had 
also to succumb to Mr. “M’’’s dubious 
“Culinary Art.” We hear that his house- 
keeping was pretty good, but we’re in 
doubts as to whether a recommendation 
is in order. ... Now that Chris Haber- 
man has both of his daughters married 
off, it looks like the old homestead 


will be kinda lonesome for he and} 


Mrs. Haberman, Martha Merz 


rough’s famous invention a stiff workout. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


spent Thursday, January 14, in Lincoln 
shopping. . . . Ruth Burns has a cer- 
tain sparkle in her eye lately. Could it 
mean a sparkler soon on her third 
finger, left hand? How about it, Ruth? 
. . . We’re real proud of the showing 
of Seward in our Fourth War Loan 
Drive. Keep up all the good work, you 
Suys and gals. 


Uutica 


Edna Lierman just couldn’t quite 
make it to work the week-end of Janu- 
ary 14. It seems that she had more 
important things to do, such as be- 
coming the bride of Sgt. William C. 
Kelly of Colquitt, Georgia. All the 
happiness in the world to you both! 


Wahoo 


Had a visitor recently. He was Ray 
Boling from Lincoln. Mr. Boling spent 
three days with us removing dead 
plant. . . . Zella Preston, a former op- 
erator, spent a recent Sunday with us 
at the office. . . . The Messrs. Homer 
Olsen, George Cruckshank, and Claud 
Walker called on Ernie Neujahr on a 
recent evening, namely January 11. 
"Twas reported that the evening was 
spent informally, ending with Ernie 
serving a light lunch of tea and crum- 
pets. Some tea and crumpets, huh, 
Ernie? ... Leta Holscher was a recent 
visitor to our Wahoo office. Glad to 
see you, Leta. 


Weeping Water 


We wish to welcome Olga Pehrson 
back again after a sickness of quite 
some time. Olga has been gone since 
the last of October. . . . Miss Lorensen, 
our chief operator, spent the day of 
January 14 in Lincoln visiting friends 
and also getting in a little shopping. 
Find any bargains, Miss ‘“L’’? 


Yutan 


We wish to welcome Mrs. Amer Mc- 
Kinzey, our new chief operator, who 
is taking over in Miss Holscher’s place. 
Mrs. McKinzey was formerly of Val- 
paraiso. 


Lincoln Departments 
Construction Department 
Ila Wilder. Associate Editor 


It seems like only a week ago we 
wrote the last news column. At least 
the blank looks when the subject of 
news (?) knows nothin’ about nothin’! 
... We have quite a sick list this time. 
Paul Schmeltzer, our genial boss, has 
been confined to the St. Elizabeth hos- 
pital for a week. We are happy to re- 
port that at the present time he has 
recovered enough to return to his 
home. We are hoping to see him back 
on the job again soon. . . The “ole 
debil” flu caught up with quite a few 
of us this month. John Eisenbarth and 
Clyde Pierce both of the city crews, 
were the chief victims. Harold Dudgeon 
who has been working with H. Moss 
and crew has been off work due to a 
back ailment. We regretfully report 
that our friend ‘‘Bud” Miller, truck 
driver for ‘““Babe’’ Combs crew, will be 
on sick leave for quite some time due 
_to a heart condition. (P.S.— The rest 
of us are still struggling along on about 
three cylinders!) 


General Offices 
Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 
We were sorry to hear that Joe 
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2. Several members of the Wilber high school basketball team have been helping with tree 
trimming in Wilber and Beatrice under the able direction of Lloyd Miller and Lumir Vosika. The male contingent in this picture, 
therefore, is: back row, left to right, Jack Anthony, James Cain, Wilford Ashbaugh—front row, left to right, Franklin Kudlacek, Abertus 
Dodson, Lumir Vosika and Llyod Miller. The smiling gal is our popular Wilber cashier—Lavina McElroy. She doesn’t trim trees, but 
she was tossed into this picture to give it “that feminine touch” which always helps pictures to get attention! 
in the accounting department, Lincoln, is the subject of this striking candid shot. 
5. And here is our first picture of Coeur d’Alene McArtor, stenographer in the general manager’s office. 
plant department, can well be proud of these husky, smiling youngsters. And he is! Left to right, they are Janet Kay, age 2, Don, age 
10, and Dick, age 5. 7. Clem Bottorff, Lincoln service department and one of our better athletes back in the early ’30’s, pauses a moment 
8. Meet Betty Roeder, a charming and popular member of the Lincoln business office force. 


3. Alvina Miller, clerk 


4. Presenting Erma Shonka, operator at Wahoo. 


6. Leland Hodge, Beatrice 


|Hartley’s daughter, Lorraine, had an|home, January 3 to 16. He took care 
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appendectomy performed on Friday, 
January 28, at Bryan Memorial hos- 
pital. Lorraine was a former employee 
in the traffic department and is well 
known among Company employees. Joe 
reports that she is progressing nicely. 
. . . Your correspondent received a 
“line” from Aldean Wood who was a 
former employee of the local and gen- 
eral commercial departments. She is 
working for a construction company on 
the Alcan Highway. She mentioned 
that the construction bug sort of gets 
in one—so it sounds as if she really 
enjoys working ‘up north.’’ She wanted 
to be remembered to all her friends 
except Gorman. ... Mr. George Bar- 
ney, assistant to the general plant su- 
perintendent, joined the ranks of “first 
time grandads” on January 10, when a 
nine pound son was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. B. Morey, in Lincoln. The 
mother, who was the former Betty 
Barney, was an employee in Lincoln 
for several years and had many friends 
in Company circles. ‘“‘“Grandpa’’ George 
is really enjoying his new title. .. 
Forrest Behm, son of F. E. Behm, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, was home on 
a fifteen day furlough the first part of 
February. Recently he was promoted 
to a captain, and is now being trans- 
ferred to West Point Military Academy 
to be an instructor. He has been serv- 
ing in the Signal Corps in Alaska since 
April, 1942. Forrest is a former em- 
ployee of the Company, and is well 
known by the employees on second 
floor. Your correspondent men- 
tioned last month about the flu bug 
catching up with so many. Well, it 
caught up with her also, causing her 
to lay off work for a few days. 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


We are happy to announce that Bert 
Huddleston, who suffered a heart at- 
tack on January 5, spent only ten days 
in the Lincoln General hospital and is 
now convalescing at home. At the last 
word we hear that he is steadily getting 
better. We are all pulling for your 
complete recovery, Bert! . .’'We are 
also glad to report that Harold Cun- 
ningham has been improving in health 
since the middle of January, when he 
suffered severe heart attacks. ; 
Frank Donovan just recently received 
the Purple Heart medal awarded to 
his son, Francis, for wounds received 
in the South Pacific area _ before 
Francis’ death a year ago in February. 
. .. Lt. Richard Strasser, son of F. M. 
Strasser, spent a short furlough in Lin- 
coln on his return from a trip to New 
York in connection with his assign- 
ment at Camp Hale, Colorado. an fe 
Margaret Lehr, daughter of R. J. Don- 
aldson, was transferred from Hunter 
College, Bronx, New York, to Still- 
water, Oklahoma for advanced train- 
ing in the WAVES. She was promoted 
to the rank of seaman, second class. 
. . Oscar Lewis tells us that his son, 
Corporal Dewey, was sent to New York 
from Los Angeles, California, and is 
probably overseas by now. . . E.G. 
Brady, employed part time in the store- 
room, resigned on January 21 to devote 
more time to his high school work.... 
A. Lowell Johnson opened the 1944 va- 
cation season by spending two weeks at 


of his son, Lowell, Jr., while his wife 
was in the hospital. (We had an idea 
Lowell was celebrating the coming of 
a new addition to his family, daughter 
Leslie Zoe. And we got no cigars to 
help him celebrate the event, either!) 

. Pfe. Gerald R. Henderson of the 
U. S. marine corps took part in the 
invasion of Bougainville, November 1, 
according to a letter received recently 
by his parents. ‘‘We slept fully clothed, 
wearing one combat uniform,’ he 
writes, “never taking it off for two 
months except to wash out the sweat 
and mud. Sometimes we slept with 
clothing soaking wet with mud and 
water. The streams were our only 
means of keeping clean. Since it is all 
part of the game we took it good na- 
turedly,” he comments. “The targets 
were large and not too smart. We re- 
ceived our Christmas packages which 
brought us a little cheer and walked 
two miles for a turkey dinner.” 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


We regret to be forced to report the 
absence of A. B. Gorman’s sparkling 
comments and clever, though thinly 
veiled, insults from this. space. Mr. 
Gorman has been one of our highly 
prized contributors for the greater part 
of eight years. He was widely read 
throughout the territory, which is 
something not every Lincoln corres- 
pondent can achieve —and his clever 
humor brought many a chuckle to his 
fans. He has asked to be relieved of 
this assignment for the present, feeling 
that he has “said his say” for some 
time to come. Next month, we shall 
introduce a new associate editor—Bette 
Rathburn. Miss Rathburn has a keen 
sense of humor and we are looking 
forward to some neat reporting from 
the Lincoln business office. In the 
meantime, the ‘‘News”’ editor wishes to 
take this opportunity to thank Mr. 
Gorman publicly for his invaluable as- 
sistance during the past several years. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Everyone can leave his lantern at 
home now since the blackout shades 
have been removed from the windows 
in the switchroom and service depart- 
ment. It is surprising what a ‘“‘little- 
bit-o-sunshine”’ can do in the way of 
pepping up a person. One of the 
switchboardmen was so happy that he 
began whistling a gay tune back of the 
toll switchboard. Some of the oper- 
ators mistook him for Sinatra and be- 
gan swooning at their positions. So 
from now on whistling and singing will 
be confined to lonely country roads, 
corn fields, and similarly populated 
places. None of the switchmen 
have started wearing bow ties, but Ed 
Dulin and Francis Darnold (two croon- 
ers) seem to have a class of their own 
when it comes to ties. Ed is partial to 
the gravey with cranberry sauce style, 
and a pickle juice dotted with mayon- 
naise number; and Francis sticks to the 
mixed up designs of leaves, vines or 
stripes — the brighter the better. 
“Mairzy Doats and Dozy Doats”’ is the 
song now taking the place of ‘Pistol 
Packin’ Mamma” but so far. the 
“Trouble Shootin’ Papas” are holding 
their own, ... Four new names have 


Personalities in the Month's News 


| been added to our list: 
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Patricia Fox 
will take Mrs. Doris Schneider’s place 
on the trouble board; and Monas Nixon, 
a student at Nebraska Wesleyan, Merle 
Tillotson, student at Union college, and 
Howard E. Sautter will be in the 
switchroom. We are very glad to have 
you folks with us. ... We are happy to 
report at this time that Harve Colin is 
back to work after being absent for 
several weeks. Allan ‘Up and 
Down” Johnson has decided to go back 
to ‘‘dear ole school days” by enrolling 
in classes at the University of Nebras- 
ka. .. . Clifford Fricke resigned so he 
could devote more time to his studies 
at the University of Nebraska. e-% 
Roger Bottorff, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clem Bottorff, is back in school after 
having a bad case of the flu and an 
operation for appendicitis. Most 
unusual sight last month—six foot 
Howard Smith doing some rewiring 
under the toll switchboard, a space 
less than three feet square. Where did 
you learn to be a contortionist, How- 
ard? . . . We are very glad to report 
that Frank Young who was taken sick 
on January 15, and was taken to Bryan 
Memorial hospital for an appendecto- 
my, is at home now and getting along 
just fine. 
Lincoln Traffic Department 
Jeanne Holmes, Associate Editor 


First of all, we want to introduce our 
new local operators. They are: Mrs. 
Ruth Campbell, Betty Hinman, Leona 
Springer, Mrs. June Greenwade and 
Betty Willie. Welcome, girls! ... Lil- 
lian Zeiss left us January 5, to make 
her home in Charleston, South Caro- 
lina. . . . Your correspondent scraped 
around and tried to stick her nose into 
everyone's business, but little news was 
to be found. Come on, girls. You said 
you'd help out! ... We did find out 
that Louise Porter spent a recent week- 
end in Minneapolis. Nice week-end 
vacation, we'd say! ... Must be “fur- 
lough season” again. Ruth Johnson and 
Velma Baade have both had visitors 
from the armed forces. ... The biggest 
news item (and of course we saved it 
‘till the last) is the announcement of 
the approaching marriage of Ruth 
Schulte. We wish you the best happi- 
ness and we’re glad to hear you're 
planning on staying with us, Ruth! 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Marcia Nelson left January 19 for 
Emporia, Virginia where she will be 
married to Sgt. Melvin McKenney. Lots 
of luck and happiness. ... Vera Clark 
spent January 16 in Lincoln with 
friends. ... Mary Seid spent the week- 
end of January 16 with her parents in 
Nemaha.... Catherine McLain shopped 
in Omaha, January 14 and in the eve- 
ning took in the wrestling matches. . 
Karina Jezewski, accompanied by her 
sisters, went to Omaha the evening of 
January 18 to meet another sister from 
California. . . . Ed Ernest is back liv- 
ing a normal life after being quaran- 
tined out for scarlet fever. Ed does 
not care much for hotel life and he is 
really enjoying himself at home with 
a nice: easy chair, a cigar, and the 
newspaper. ... So far, Mr. Nelson is 
the only victim of the flu. (Maybe he 
should have taken more vitamin pills. 
Or, as the ‘‘News” editor insists, maybe 
he shouldn’t have taken any!) 


Beatrice Commercial Department 


After completing some repair work 
recently, George Sumner decided to 
test the subscriber’s telephone. Not 
knowing there were any telephone men 
in the vicinity the lady made a very 
logical decision as she watched George 
trudge wearily up the lane. He looked 
like a tramp, so she treated him like 
one. She met him at the door with a 
handout in the form of a sandwich and 
coffee. Whether the telephone was 
ever tested or not, no one seems to 
know. At any rate, George was on the 
spot, so rather than hunt up the prop 
man for aid in making up a disguise, 
he just grew one. It took considerable 
cultivation and a lot of tender care, 
but we are happy to report that George 
(Lew Lehr) Sumner now has a genu- 
ine, “home grown,” soup-strainer. . 
The boys are becoming “bond minded” 
since the start of the Fourth War Loan 
Drive. It just is not safe to make any 
such remarks as “‘I’ll buy five bonds if 
you will,” etc. Someone will probably 
call your hand. Just ask Bob Schou- 
borg, he knows what will happen... . 
The flu bug has finally moved on to 
other parts. We hope everyone is back 
on the job feeling none the worse for 
Wear, even George Eggleston. He is a 
persistent chap though, it took two 
sessions of it before he said ‘‘nuff”. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Macdonald attended 
the reception in Lincoln, December 30 
honoring those with sons or daughters 
in the nation’s armed forces. 


Beatrice Traffic Department 


Louise Schmidt is instructing toll 
students, Sarah Seckman and Marian 
Krause. New members to our 
organization are Mrs. Lucile Glenn, 
Mrs. Evelyn Menke, Lucile Buss and 
Dean Bennett. ... We are also glad to 
welcome back, Mrs. Marian Sack, the 
former Marian Hohbein, Phyllis Seck- 
man and Mrs. Alice Cooper. ... We bid 
farewell to the following employees: 
Mable Weyers, Ellen Lisk, Mrs. Ruth 
Huttenmeier, Vivian Neugebauer, Mar- 
garet Handley, Cordys Conley, and 
Letha Simpson. Lucile Murray 
spent most of her two weeks’ vacation 
visiting her parenis in Odell. 


Burchard 
Patty Schutz spent several days this 
month at her home in Steinauer. ... 


Mrs. Wilcox was a recent visitor at 
Beatrice and Deshler. 


DeWitt 
Chinnock our new student | 
Welcome, Helen. ... Lucile | 
Buss has been transferred from DeWitt | 
o the Beatrice traffic department. 


cm 
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Fairbury 
the girls are enjoying | 
visits from relatives and friends. Mrs. | 
Ricka Schenks’ son, Harvey, who is| 
tioned at Camp Crowder, Missouri | 
2s home for a few days... . Jean | 
friend came to spend a 
Fairbury. ... Annabelle 
was home this manth 
Maryland. | 


Several of 


ensign 
few days in 
Stocker’s brother 
on furlough from Baltimore, 

. Marie Lesher also had a brother 


home from the navy for a visit. 
Rachel Harris, Arlene Cline, 
Schmitt, and Helen Holloway spent 


January 16 in Beatrice and attended a 

movie in the evening. . Edna Bast 

and Eileen Aubert spent January 10 in| 

Lincoln shopping. ...Corine Huss ends | 

career as a telephone operator | 

January 22 to become a housewife. She 
i be married January 30. 


| 
| 
| 
Joyce | 
| 
\ 
| 


her 
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Steinauer 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis attended | 
the Company reception held at Lincoln, 
December 30 


Tecumseh 


Clara Costello was a Lincoln shopper | 
January 6.... Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Hal- 
verstadt attended the reception held in 
Lincoln, ... Jerry Murphy has been ill 
with the flu... . June Nichols spent 
January 8 with her mother, Mrs. Hazel 
Nichols. 

Tobias | 

Nata Hershey of Geneva spent Jan- | 
uary 8 with her mother, Mrs. Adell 
Hershey. 


Betty Hager, Associate Edtior 
Fairmoni 
Congratulations to Ruth Crooker 


whose engagement to Pfc. John Spell 
was announced recently. 


Western District 


Geneva 
Evelyn Linde and Eloise Anderson 
spent the week-end of January 23 in 


Strang with Miss Anderson’s parents. 
. Doris Brower spent January 20 in 
Lincoln. ... Evelyn DuBois is home do- 
ing the housework while her mother is 
in the hospital due to a serious opera- 
tion. We hope for a speedy recovery. 
.. Adelaide Bishop is a new operator 
this month. . . . It seems everyone did 
their share of celebrating New Year’s 
eve. Need we say more? 


Hastings Commercial Deparimeni 


A recent visitor at the office was Mrs. 
Josephine Stiner, nee Josephine Elf- | 
ring, a former employee. ‘Jo’ recently | 

eturned from Rhode Island where her | 
husband was stationed until being 

ransferred to Florida. ... We are fully 
expect ing to see the commercial de- | 
partment in uniform any day now after | 
seeing a WAC corporal occupying one | 
of the desks—and J. W. Dudgeon’s at | 
that! The pliant department past Ban. | 
made a lot of trips to and past Mr. 
Dudgeon's desk that day. Strange!.. 
Don't think that ““‘Bee” Rohrer is over ly | 
patr otic just because you see her house | 
in complete blackout. How did she | 
know she shouldn’t have plugged in 
that iron! And with such a scarcity of 
irons and electricians! . Tf Alma 
Herzog keeps on at this rate, she'll be 
clickin’ store teeth just any day. ‘Al’ 
had her first tooth pulled last week — 
2a wisdom tooth! ... If you see a flash 
on the way out, you'll know the 447th 
Bomb Group is back from England 
and Marie Brewer is having a hallelu- 
jah day. Incidentally, did you know 
the night person-to-person rate to Lon- 
don is $18.00 plus? ... Mrs. Alma Her- 
zog is leaving January 31 to visit her 
husband in Washington, D. C., where 
he will attend an adcvanced electrical 
training school, 


Hastings Plant Depariment 


We are glad to welcome back to 
work Lois Lindstrom who was off for 
over a week with the flu. Lois says 
that aside from being a little weak she 
feels fine now. One good thing about 
having the flu is that you loose a little 
excess weight—at least that’s what 
Lois tells us. . Visitors during the 
month included Paul Schmeltzer, Clyde 
Boyles, Joy Dobbs, Ralph Stebbings, 
and Jack Cox. One nice thing about 
Stebbings coming out here, we can 
always expect some improvements. Of 
course, Ralph just can’t seem to get 
anything done about the situation him- 
self but soon afterwards Cox comes 
out and gets the situation well in hand. 

. Tony Lahr and Harry Tubbs have 
spent a couple of weeks in Holstein | 
making some repairs....Ted Burr was 
off for a few days during the month 
while he recuperated from the flu.... 
By the time you read this, the Hastings 
plant department will have reached 
100% of their Fourth War Loan quota. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


As the New Year came, so came 
changes in the office. Melba Richards 
took over the duties as chief operator. 
New toll operators are Marilyn Hayes, 
Bonnie Harrington, and Irene Schleiger. 
Wew local operators are Mrs. Helen 
Nowka, Mrs. Josephine Tieskoetter, 
Mrs. Ruth Compton and Chloe Ram- 
seier. Mrs. Elva Cuckler and Mrs. Betty 
Rickman have resigned. . Jean Staf- 
ford spent the week- end Of January 22 
in David City with her family. Her 
soldier brother was home on furlough. | 

Marie Pearson spent the samej|* 
week-end in Edison with relatives... 
Betty Larsen is taking a few days off. 
Incidentally, her b.f. is here from New 
York. . Gwen McCombs is wearing a 
sparkler on her third finger, left hand. | 
We knew they'd show up eventually. 
P Betty Schleiger is a new operator 
at the Harvard Air Base. ... Margaret | 
Grosshans is at her home in Sutton re- 
cuperating from a tonsillectomy. 


Hebron 


Nearly all of our employees have had | | 
the flu. Regina Bethscheider has been | 


'on the sick list since Christmas. 


Ida 
Witte had a back-set and has been 
absent several weeks. We hope to see 
both of you back to work soon. ... 
Mrs. Bette Butler plans to leave us 
soon. Her sailor husband is returning 


to the states and Bette plans to visit 


him. . Mr. Behm and Mr. Boyles 
were Hebron visitors recently. . Con- 
struction Foreman Foster and gang 
have completed the toll lead job on the 
new highway between Hebron and 
Fairbury, and are now wrecking the 
toll lead on the old highway. 


Osceola 


Alethea Lewis was absent from her 
duties in the traffic department for 
several days during January suffering 
from a head cold and sinus trouble. 

. Betty Wright, operator, is flashing 
a new sparkler which she received in 
' December. Congratulations, Betty. 


Polk 
A farewell party was held December 


| 30 for Arlene Wright, who resigned and 
| left the fore-part of February for St. 
Paul, Minnesota where she will take up 


nurses’ training. We wish her lots ot 
| luck in her new work. Loneta Ander- 
| son replaces Arlene as chief operator- 
| cashier. We wish to welcome 
Esther McNeels, our new operator. 

Hope Bailey spent the week-end of De- 
cember 30 in Mead visiting her parents. 


Stromsburg 


The candy shortage may be acute 
most places but such was not the case 
in Stromsburg. At least not in the 
traffic department. A total of twenty 
pounds of chocolates was received by 
the operators at Christmas time. The 
operators informed us that the candy 
was good, too, but we wouldn’t know 
as we were not notified until after it 
had been disposed of. 


Superior 


The traffic department gave a party 
for Marguerite Buckles who is now the 
bride of Aviation Cadet Carol Elliott. 

. Miss Seymour was at the Superior 
exchange for a few days in January. 

. Mrs. Frances Sarchet, nee Frances 
Knothe, a former operator, has re- 
sumed her duties as an operator. It’s 
nice to have you back again, Frances. 

. When the girls decide to go out of 
town for a day, they aren’t particular 
what means of conveyance they take. 
Riding on a local freight line truck 
wasn’t so bad, but helping unload the 
freight was heavier work than Mrs. 
Frances Sarchet and Eleanor Hensell 
are used to performing. However, they 
reached their destination on schedule 
and had a lot of fun. ... Mrs. Bert 
Kline has been very ill with pneumonia 
and is now home after treatment in a 
local hospital. Mrs. Madeline 
Troudt is still on the sick list but is 
slowly improving. “Shrimp” Whit- 
ney had a sur pr ise " birthday party 
when a number of his friends dropped 
in to help him celebrate. 


Sutton 


Edith Schleiger, chief operator, spent 
the week-end of January 22 in Grand 
Island visiting her sisters. ... Jack 
| Mankamyer is splashing around in 
paint in his spare time, beautifying 
his new home. . Iris Barbee and 
Miriam Griess, commercial clerks, got 


| caught by ol’ man flu. They are still 
,coughing and sputtering around but 
| feel much better... 


. Fred Adkins has 
been feeling a little below par too but 
you can’t keep a good man down. 


York 


Mrs. Maxine Pickrel, nee Barrett, re- 
signed her position as chief operator 
to join hubby Ensign Pickrel. A fare- 
well dinner was held at a local restau- 
rant and movies furnished relaxation 
later. She received a rhinestone pin as 
a memento of those four haphazard 
years spent in the office. ... Our new 
chief operator is Beth Mohler and Mrs. 
Edna Pflughaupt is the new assistant 
chief operator. When interviewed, 
Edna said she wouldn’t have any bigger 
headaches than she does now. She 
didn’t have time to say more as she 
took an aspirin and lit out for an ap- 
pointment with the psychiatrist. ... 
Mrs. Carolyn Clark is leaving to be 
with her husband before he goes over- 
seas. ... Miss Seymour was a five-day 
visitor in our office this month... . 
Miss Sanmann is instructing Louis Hur- 
ley and Irma Galbraith on toll... . 
Doris Robinson and Irma Galbraith are 
wearing sparklers on their left hands. 

. Nyla Peters and Alice Talbot went 
shopping in Lincoln and stayed over 
night at the Cornhusker recently. ... 
In regard to last month’s footnote — 
We have a new brickbat we’d like to 
try out. (Assoc. Ed. Note: We wonder 
if she wants to try it out on the editor 
or Mr. Gorman.) (Ed. Note: We're 
getting into a rut with all these foot- 
notes — however, Gorman is always 
eligible to receive brickbats, even if he 
has decided to take a vacation from 
“News” reporting.) 


Traffic Department 


Organization Changes 


RGANIZATION changes in 

the traffic department re- 
cently included the appoint- 
ment of Melba Richards to be 
chief operator at Hastings. 
She was formerly chief opera- 
tor at Superior, and replaces 
Lillian Elliott, resigned. Eva' 
'Kapke, chief operator-cashier 
at Shickley, was transferred 


‘to Cedar Bluffs in the same 


capacity, replacing Mrs. Hazel 
‘Myers, resigned. Mrs. Mar- 
garet Morgan has been em- 
ployed as chief operator-cash- 
ier at Shickley. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


| C. P. Russell 


Taken By Death 


ALVIN P. RUSSELL, re- 
tired secretary-treasurer of 
this Company, passed away at 
his home in 
Lincoln on 


District and Area 
Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 
for January, 1944 


Central District 
Eastern District— 


Davie City 
Nebraska City January 15. He 
Plattsmouth was 86 years of 
Seward age. 

Mr. Russell 


joined the Lin- 
coln Company 
in 1905, after a 
widely varied 
business career 
which included 
cattle raising, 
lumber retailing and banking 
in Kansas, and coffee and 
cattle ranching in Mexico. He 
brought his family to Lincoln 
in 1903, and organized an im- 
plement dealers association 
and operated a creamery in 
Malcolm prior to entering the 
telephone business. 

He became auditor in 1912, 
and was named _ secretary- 
e » treasurer in 1918, in which of- 

Blessed Events fice he continued until his re- 

Almost a New Year’s baby, | tirement on December 1, 1937. 
but not quite, was James Rex | After he ceased to be active in 
Armagost. He put in his ap- the telephone business, Mr. 
pearance on December 28. Up-|Russell gave increasing 
on arrival young Mr. Arma-|thought and attention to the 
gost proved to be quite a fel-| Pioneer phase of the industry. 
low, weighing 8 lbs. 2 ozs. The} He was unanimously elected 
proud parents are Mr. and_/|to be the first president of the 
Mrs. Harvey Armagost of Da-|Frank H. Woods chapter of 
vid City. Mr. Armagost is with | the Independent Pioneer Tele- 
the plant department at Sew-|phone Association when it 
ard was formed in Lincoln in the 
spring of 1941. Despite grow- 
ing infirmities, he gave serious 
attention to this office, and 
was responsible for promoting 
numerous activities of the 
chapter. He loved his Pioneers, 
and one of his last acts was to 
write a most charming letter 
of thanks for flowers which 
the Pioneers had sent to his 
bedside. 

Mr. Russell was long active 
in the affairs of Plymouth 
Congregational church, in Lin- 
coln, where the funeral serv- 
ices were held on January 19, 
with Rev. R. A. McConnell in 
charge. He had been a de- 
voted member of the church 

Omaha on January 18. for 36 years, had served on the 

e e board of trustees and as treas- 

MRS. EVA HENDERSHOT,|Urer of the building fund at 
mother of Mrs. Adell Her-| the time the new church was 
shey, chief operator-cashier | built. He took an active part 
at Tobias, passed away at|im many other civic affairs 
her home in Falls City, De- during his years in Lincoln, 
cember 23, 1943. Burial was | 20d all of them were character 

December 26 at Falls City. building activities of the high- 

eo « est type. 
MRS. ELIZA MENKE, one of Calvin P. Russell will best 

Nebraska’s oldest residents, be ee by pe eeagne 

passed away at the age of aes i acti daa ance eer cote 


tness of personal char- 
102, in Lincoln, February 2. =) Aedes ee 
Funeral services were held acter quite unique in the aver- 


on February 4 at Clatonia age experience of most people. 


In his personal dealings with 
meena a eee reer eae employees he evidenced kind- 


liness and consideration to a 
Lula Kloepper, of the gen- 
eral plant deodruaent, ae marked degree—always help- 


ful and always deeply inter- 
Edna Wayman, chief opera-| .cteq in the welfare of every 
tor, De Witt. 


a employee whose path crossed 


his. The ri . : 
MARVIN WILCOXEN, 14 | 75, "Re tiem Bumanity of his 


noble life sets an example 
brother of Walter Wilcoxen, | which all of us might emulate 
of the construction depart- 


with profit to ourselves and to 
ment passed away Friday, 


our fell kers. 
January 14 at his home, in ee fe 


Mr. Russell is survived by 
Fairbury. Funeral services| his wife, Oressia; two sons, Lt. 
were held at Fairbury. 


Com. Edgar A. and Dr. Ralph 
e © S., both of San Diego, Calif., 
MRS. WANECK, mother of| and one brother, Rev. Howard 
Bedric Waneck, Lincoln! Russell, of Westerville, Ohio. 
service department, died on 


December 24, 1943, at the 
Lincoln General hospital. 
Services were held at De- 
Witt, and burial in Wilber, 
her former home. 

e @ 

MRS. McNABB, Beatrice, 
passed away on February 6, 
1944. The rites were con- 
ducted by Rev. Shiery at 
Trinity Lutheran church in 
Beatrice, February 8. De- 
ceased was the mother of 
Mrs. Bertha Sharp, Beartice 
traffic. 


Southern District— 
Auburn 
Beatrice 


Fairbury 
Tecumseh 


C. P. Russell 


Western District— 
Geneva 
Hastings 


Osceola 
Superior 
Sutton 


Total Company sta- 
tions as of January 
31, 1944 


“Journey's End’ 


KENDRICK C. OTT,, only 
brother of the editor of the 
“News,” died suddenly, fol- 
lowing a heart attack, on 
January 30. He was well 
known in Lincoln’s civic and 
business life, and had many 
friends of long standing in 
the ranks of telephone em- 
ployees. He was 42 years old. 

eo ®@ 

MRS. C. L. BEHM, mother of 
General Plant Superinten- 
dent F. E. Behm, died in 
Omaha on January 16. Fun- 
eral services were held wa 


eee eee... 


February Service 
Anniversaries 


Thirty Years 


C. C. Perryman, Lincoln; J. W. 
Dudgeon, Hastings. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
G. G. Mehuron, York. 

Twenty-Eight Years 
Florence McKie, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Four Years 


Doreas Slater, Fairbury; Sarah 
Mussman, Western. 


eee sss ———_—_— SS |. 
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Twenty-Three Years 
-R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 


W. R. Minich, Geneva; B. D. 
Kline, Superior. 


Twenty-One Years 


B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda 
Lake, Superior. 


Nineteen Years 


J. L. Potter, Ashland; Addalene 
Lorensen, Weeping Water. 


Eighteen Years 


Hedwig Elmshaeuser, Beatrice; 
Esther Elmshaeuser, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 


K. L. Lawson, R. N. Brendle, E. 
H. Royce, Clara Jones, Helen 
Pickard, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 


R. S. Culver, Mary Emerson, 
Lincoln; Bohumil Docekal, David 
City; Mary Docekal, Brainard: 
Wauneta Child, Fairbury. 


Fifteen Years 


E. T. Westerhoff, D. E. Aydelott, 
Lincoln; Edna Ragon, Tecumseh; 
Kenneth Boshart, Military Serv- 
ice; Rose Janda, Plattsmouth. 


Fourteen Years 


R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. 
Moorhead, Geneva. 


Eleven Years 
O. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Edna Edwards, Ruskin. 
Eight Years 
Frances Hutchens, Geneva. 
Five Years 
Zella Marsh, Utica. 


Cunningham Continues 


ToRegisterlmprovement 


| Free reports from Bryan 
Memorial hospital, Lincoln, 
where Harold Cunningham, 
chief clerk in the supply de- 
partment, is making a gallant 
fight for recovery from a seri- 
out heart ailment, are most 
encouraging. He is getting a 
little stronger each day, al- 
though not yet permitted to 
have company. It is hoped, if 
his improvement continues at 
the present pace, to permit 
him to be out of bed for short 
intervals within the next few 
weeks. Harold has asked the 
“News” to publish the follow- 
ing expression of his gratitude 
to his many Company friends: 

“To my many, many friends 
throughout the Telephone 
Company organization I wish 
to express my deep apprecia- 
tion of the endless friendliness 
and encouragement through- 
out this long struggle to re- 
gain my health. It has been 
a long, hard battle, and at 
times would have seemed 
hopeless even to me had I not 
known so many of you were 
pulling for me with all your 
might. Words just cannot ex- 
press the feeling of sincere 
gratitude of both Mrs. Cun- 
ningham and myself. For the 
beautiful flowers and cards, 
for all your acts of kindness, 
friendliness and helpfulness, 
we can only say ‘Thank You!’ ” 
(Signed) 

Harold C. Cunningham. 


Operations Reviewed 


At Annual Meeting 


At THE annual meeting of 
the stockholders of The 
Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, held at the 
general offices in Lincoln on 
February 1, the following di- 
rectors were re-elected: Frank 
H. Woods, Thomas C. Woods, 
Frank H. Woods, Jr., J. H. 
Agee, C.N. Beaver, G. E. Cod- 
ington, William I. Aitken, L. E. 
Hurtz, Christian Klem, int: 
Stiner, Mark W. Woods, and 
George J. Woods. New direc- 
tors added at this time were 
Charles Stuart, W. W. Putney 
and Henry C. Woods. 
Reporting to the stockhold- 
ers on the Company’s opera- 
tions during 1943, General 
Manager Agee disclosed that 
Company gross revenues for 
the year wére $3,564,138, an in- 
crease of $350,326 over the 
previous year. He pointed out, 


February, 1944. 


however, that gross operating 
expenses for the year rose to 
an unprecedented figure of 
$2,918,878, an increase over 
1942 of $324,470. The net gain 
in telephones in service at the 
close of 1943 was 3,942. 

The two principal expense 
items, according to Mr. Agee, 
were wages and taxes. Total 
wages paid during 1943 ex- 
ceeded those paid during 1942 
by $184,628, and they exceeded 
those paid in 1941 by $336,471. 
Tax accruals during the same 
two-year period increased 
$266,680—total taxes for 1943 
amounting to $590,643. 

During the year, the Com- 
pany adopted the policy of in- 
vesting all its pension fund ac- 
cruals, amounting at present 
to $705,000, in War Bonds. 

General Manager Agee, in 
reviewing the year’s business, 
declared that most of the in- 
crease in toll and exchange 
revenues is due to war-time 
business stimulation and to 
the activities of actual war 
projects within the 22 south- 
east Nebraska counties in 
which the Company operates. 
He pointed out that this busi- 
ness is necessarily of a tempo- 
rary nature, and cannot enter 
into the Company’s plans for 
the future except insofar as it 
makes possible the accrual of 
increased reserves to meet the 
contingencies of the post-war 
period. 

Following the stockholders 
meeting, the directors met and 
re-appointed the following of- 
ficers and operating staff: 
Frank H. Woods, president; 
Thomas C. Woods, vice presi- 
dent; J. H. Agee, vice presi- 
dent and general manager; H. 
W. Potter, secretary-treasurer; 
F, KE. Behm, general plant sup- 
erintendent; R. S. Brewster, 
general traffic superintendent; 
I. J. Devoe, general auditor; 
H. F. McCulla, general com- 
mercial superintendent; H. H. 
Wheeler, Jr., chief engineer. 


“Happiness Ahead’ 


News STUMP, David City 
traffic department, re- 
signed her duties recently to 
become the bride of Mr. Leon- 
ard Phillips. The couple is 
now residing in Wyoming, 
where Mr. Phillips is em- 
ployed. 


Edna Lierman, of our Utica 
traffic department, recently 
became the bride of Sgt. Wil- 
liam C. Kelly of Colquitt, 
Georgia. The vows were ex- 
changed on January 15 at the 
home of Rev. Knaur of Sew- 
ard. Sgt. Kelly is now station- 
ed at Camp Robinson, Arkan- 
sas. 


Ellen Lisk, Beatrice traffic, 
and Walter Wrightsman, of 
Pickrell, were married De- 
cember 25. Rev. Ross McCown 
performed the ceremony at 
the home of the bride’s par- 
ents. The couple will make 
their home in Pickrell where 
Mr. Wrightsman is employed. 


Marguerite Holbrook was 
united in marriage to Sgt. 
James Skaryd of Owasso, 
Michigan on January 12, in 
Lincoln. The bride is the sub- 
scribers’ accounts supervisor 
in the accounting department, 
and her many friends in the 
Company join the “News” in 
extending sincere good wishes. 


Marcia Nelson, Auburn traf- 
fic, became the bride of Sgt. 
Melvin M. Kenney, of Auburn, 
on January 22. The ceremony 
took place at the Methodist 
church in Emporia, Virginia. 
Marcia is a daughter of Area 
Manager Sterling Nelson. 
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NORMAN OTT TAKEN BY DEATH 


Was Advertising — 


and ‘‘News’ 


’ Editor Since 1935 


HE 


Pit, 


at 


many friends of Norman Ott were profoundly shocked 
the news of his sudden death following a heart attack 


on February 19. He had been advertising manager and editor 


yf + 


Wi 


the ‘ ‘News” since 1935 


Known widely because of his droll 


sense of humor and his cracious friendliness to all with whom 
he had contact, he will be missed deeply by all of us who have 
respected and loved him pain his long years of service. 


Apparently in fine spirits 
and health the ra before his 
death he arose the following 
morning complaining of not 
feeling well. He, nevertheless, 
dressed for the office as usual, 
but during breakfast he again 
said he did not feel well and) 
that he thought he would go 
back to bed for awhile. A doc- | 
tor was called at once but he 
had passed away before the 
physician could arrive. 

An editorial in a Lincoln | 
paper said that he had a “tal-| 
ent for friendship” and the 


simple truth of that statement | 
He enjoyed the 


is manifest. 
honest affection of all who 
knew him and no one in the 
organization was held in high- 
er esteem. He attained a full 
appreciation of life through 
honest labor and noble attrib- 
utes and his consummate joy 
was found in the expression | 
of happiness in those he loved. 
His keen enjoyment in the 


finer things in life was ex- 


emplified in his infinite love 
and understanding of fine 
music and literature. His col- 


lection of operatic and sym- 
phonie recordings was among 
the finest and most complete 
in this part of the country. 

Norm was one of the most 
rabid 
husker football fans and was | 
widely recognized as an) 
authority on Nebraska foot- | 
ball lore. He made a hobby of | 
acquir ing pictures and stories | 
concerning Cornhusker im-) 
mortals and historic moments | 
of action. 
tracted widespread interest in | 
the annual window display at | 
the main office buildings. 


For several years he penned | 


stories for the Lincoln cafe- 
teria menu and his keen and 
oftentimes satirical wit was 
the basis for many a chuckle 


California. 


and faithful of Corn-| 


Surviving are his wife, 
Nelle; three sons, T/Segt. Bev- 
erly N. Ott, an L. T. & T. 
plant department employee 
with the U. S. Air Forces in 
the Southwest Pacific, Pfc. 


Wayne E. Ott, with the U. S. 


Air Forces in England, and 
James G. Ott, Glendale, Cali- 
fornia; his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles K. Ott, Lincoln; 
and a granddaughter, Geral- 
dine Louise, Laguna Beach, 
His brother, Ken- 
drick C. Ott, died of a similar 
malady on January 30, 1944. 
Funeral services were held 
at Wadlow’s chapel, February 


'22 with Reverend Gerald Ken- 


nedy officiating. Interment 
was in Wyuka cemetery at 
Lincoln. Active pallbearers 
were: Carl Ahl, J. H. Hartley, 
R. B. Ross, Merle Hale, K. L. 


Lawson, and Bruce Sievers. Toll Service Increased 


Honory pallbearers were: J. 
H. Agee, R. S. Brewster, T. J| 
Connelly, I. J. Devoe, Willis 
DeVriendt, Fred Fassett, Sig 
North, Conrad Scheidt, Cy 
Sherman, Reginald Woodruff, 
F. EK. Behm, Clyde Burge, Bill 
Day, Camille DeVriendt, Walt 
Dobbins, H. F. McCulla, H. W. 


Porter, G. O. Seaton, H. H. 
Wheeler, Jr., and P. A. 
| Youngscap. 


E. A. McKenna Gets 
Fifteen Year Award 


E sales manager, recently | 
was awarded a pin signifying 


the von Hoffman sine 
by W. D. McCoy, vice presi- 
‘dent of the organization. 

Mr. McCoy, in presenting 
the award, commended Mr. 
McKenna highly for his splen- 
did record in sales promotion 
and public relations since his 


among his wide following of | association with the Company. 


readers. 

Mr. Ott was born in 
Tekamah, August 28, 1893. His 
high school education was at- 
tained at Lyons and he later 
attended the Nebraska Busi- 
ness college. 

Printing and writing was a 
family heritage. His father, 
Charles K. Ott, was a pioneer 
in the publishing business in 
Burt county and Norm 
acquired an early enthusiasm 
for the trade. 


Mr. McKenna’s career in di- 
rectory sales work dates back 
to 1928 when he was employed 
as salesman at Houston, 
Texas with the von Hoffmann 
Company, at that time known 
as the National Telephone Di- 
rectory Company. 

His fine record in sales led 
to a promotion in 1930 when 
he was made manager of the 
Little Rock, Arkansas district. 
He later was engaged in sales 
promotional work at San An- 


He published the Surprise | tonio and St. Louis before be- 


Enterprise from 1914 to 1918 | 
when he moved to Lincoln and 


ing transferred to Lincoln as 
manager of this district in 


purchased the College View| September, 1933, the position 


Gazette and the College View | he 


Advocate and consolidated 
them into one publication. 


has held 
since. 


“Mae” 


continuously 


has made many 


Joining the Company on|friends both in the organiza- 


ee 21, 1918, he was em-' 
ployed in the addressograph | 
depar tment. The following | 
year he was made supervisor 


tion and among our directory 
advertising customers. The 
good will and confidence cre- 
ated by his selling methods 


A. McKENNA, directory | 1944 (See last paragraph) the | 


The collection at- fifteen years of service with | 1 


Full particulars will be issued 


however, the salient features 


Lincoln, Nebraska, 


Taxes On Local And 


Re revenue bill recently 
passed by Congress over 
the President’s veto will in- 
crease taxes imposed on tele- 
phone and telegraph service. 


to the field shortly. Briefly, 


are as follows: (1) Effective 
April 1, 1944 the tax on Long 
Distance calls of more than 24 
cents will increase from 20% 
to 25%; (2) Effective April 1, 
1944 the tax on domestic tele- 
grams will increase from 15% 
to 25%; (3) Effective May 1, 


ee 


tax on local exchange facili-| 
pie wil increase from 10% to| 
; (4) Effective May 1, 1944 | 
tive tas on Long Distance calls 
of less than 25 cents will in- 
crease from 10% to 15%. You 
will note that the date of 
April 1 applies to Long Dis- 
tance calls over 24 cents and 
May 1 for calls under 25 cents. 


The new rate will apply on 
Long Distance calls and tele- 
grams placed on or after these 
dates regardless of when the 
bill is rendered. For local 
service, however, the new rate 
will become effective with the 
billing date of statements is- 
sued on or after May 1. 


Mutual Benefit 
Pays Six Claims 


fae Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association paid 
six claims to members for 
hospitalization and surgery 
during February. The follow- 
ing received payments: F. D. 
Young, service department, 
Lincoln, $162; J. A. Mason, 
plant department, Hastings, 
$10; P. A. Schmeltzer, con- 
struction department, $29; 
Margaret A. Francis, treasury 
department, $5; Myrtle Hiner, 


of the department and held | have been primary factors in local commercial department, 
hat position until his appoint- | ‘the rising index of directory _ J. G. Nordheim, plant de- 
ment as advertising manager | ‘revenue during his term in| partment, Hastings, $15. 


on October 1, 1935 
He was a 
Lincoln Advertising club and | 
the Independent Pioneer Tele- | 


phone Association. 


member of the | 


office. 

The “News” joins his friends 
in offering Congratulations 
and best wishes for continued 
| success. 


The U. S. has more than three 
times as many telephones as all 
the Axis powers! 


March, 1944 


NORMAN OTT 


Blanche E. Gabus, 


Brock Editor, Dies 

| RS. Blanche E. Gabus, edi- 
tor of the Brock Weekly 

Bulletin since 1927, died at 

home in her sleep on Feb. 16. 

She had been a_ staunch 
friend of the Company and 
many of its employees during 
her long residence at Brock 
and we are deeply grieved at 
her passing. 

“The “News” offers sincere 
sympathy to her bereaved 
relatives and friends. 

The paper is now owned and 
published by Mr. and Mrs. E. 


on its editorial responsibilities. 
The Brock Bulletin is an in- 
dispensable cog in the com- 
munity life of Brock, having 
been published continuously 
for sixty-one years.’ We are 
happy that Mr. and Mrs. Rut- 
ledge are continuing the fine 
policies and traditions of the 
publication and we welcome 
them into our large circle of 
newspaper friends. 


Genevieve Griffin First 
L.T.& T. WAC Overseas 


ENEVIEVE GRIFFIN, the 
first female employee in 
service to be sent overseas, ar- 
rived safely 
in England re- 
cently ac- 
cording to a 
cablegram re- 
ceived by her 


mother, Mrs. 
Frank E 
Griffin. 


Before her 
enlistment in 
the WAC’s, | 
Genevieve 
was assistant 
chief opera- 
tor at David City. She began her 
career in October, 1937, as oper- 
ator, was promoted to assistant 
chief operator in August, 1942. In 
May, 1943, she obtained a leave of 
absence to enter the service. 

Genevieve visited the David 
City home-front in January while 
on furlough from March Field, 
California, and shortly afterward 
embarked for the European thea- 
ter. Her present address is, Pfc. 
Genevieve M. Griffin, A-703535, 
WAC det. APO 7481, c/o Post- 
master, New York, N. Y. 


Genevieve 
Griffin 
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Number 3 


New Service Limitation |A. B. Gorman Named 


In Effect March 1 


NEW service limitation 
brought about by the short- 
age of telephone instruments 
went into effect March 1. Un- 
der the new plan only those 
applicants entitled to priority 
under government order may 
be assured of immediate in- 
stallation. Other applicants 
will be served as rapidly as 
instruments become available 
for installation. 


Applications for service are 
being accepted as they are of- 
fered and the customers in- 
formed that service will be in- 
stalled as soon as an instru- 
ment is available. “Waiting 
lists” are being maintained 
and those who make applica- 
tion first are served first sub- 
ject to the following priority 
schedule: 


1. Applicants entitled to 
priority under any order, reg- 
ulation, or other requirement 
of the federal government or 
any agency thereof. 


2. Applicants for change of 
address for business service 
within the same exchange. 


3. Applicants for change of 
address for residence service 
within the same exchange. 


4. Applicants for new busi- 
ness service and additions to 
existing business service. 


5. Applicants for new resi- 
dence service. 


“Left-in” telephones are be- 
ing removed immediately in 
order to provide instruments 
for installations. However, ap- 
plicants who order service 
while a left-in instrument is 
still in place will be billed the 
“in place” charge instead of 
the new service charge even 
though the instrument is later 
removed. 


Customers who desire to dis- 
continue service temporarily, 
as for example, during a vaca- 
tion or temporary absence 
from the city, may do so by 
placing service on “temporary 
disconnect” at half rate ac- 
cording to regular practice. 


When an applicant is asked 
to undergo a delay in having 
his telephone connected, he is 
entitled to and should receive 
a full explanation of the cause. 
He may be informed that prior 
to March 1, our stock of new 
and reclaimed instruments en- 
abled us to complete orders 
without delay in most cases. 
However, because instruments 
for civilian use have not been 
manufactured since 1942, and 
because of the greatly in- 
creased demand for service 
brought about by war condi- 
tions, our stock of instruments 
has been depleted. 


It is particularly important 
that the customer is made to 
feel that we are completely 
sympathetic with his prob- 
lems and point of view and 


\|that we are doing everything 


possible to provide service. 
Our experience since the limi- 
tation went into effect has 
proved that our subscribers 
are, as they have been in the 
past, most cooperative and 
understanding of our prob- 
lems when a full explanation 
of the facts has been pre- 
sented. 


The Nebraska telephone associ- 
ation will hold its annual conven- 
tion at Hotel Fontenelle in 
Omaha, April 13 and 14. 
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Acting Advertising Mar. 


Will Edit Lincoln 
Telephone News 


. B. GORMAN was named 
acting advertising man- 
ager on March 1 by H. F. Mc- 
Culla, general commercial su- 
perintendent. 
In this posi- | 
tion he will 
have super- 
vision of the 
preparation 
and placing of 
all advertis- 
ing within the 
121 exchanges 
served by the 
Company and : 
with editing 
the Lincoln 
Telephone News. He succeeds 
the late Norman Ott, advertis- 
ing manager since 1935, who 
died of a heart attack on 
February 19. 


Mr. Gorman joined the 
Company in 1928 as solicitor 
and clerk in the Lincoln busi- 
ness office. He was promoted 
to chief clerk in 1934 at which 
time he assumed supervision 
of the Lincoln directory and 
acted as district clerk for K. 
B. Cary, district manager. In 
1938 he was made Directory 
Compilation Supervisor: and 
from July, 1941 to July, 1942 
was Acting Directory Super- 
visor on the general commer- 
cial office staff. Since 1934 he 
has been an associate editor 
of the “News” reporting the 
happenings in the Lincoln 
business office. 
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A. B. Gorman 


Other telephone experience > 
includes terms of service with 
the plant departments of the 
Monroe Independent Tele- 
phone Company at Genoa, the 
Continental Telephone Com- 
pany at Columbus and the 
Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company at Kansas City, 
Missouri. 


Before his employment he 
received a bachelor of science 
degree at the University of 
Nebraska. He is a member 
of the Independent Pioneer 
Telephone Association. 


Night Toll Rates 
Start At 6:00 P. M. 


ON March 1 the starting time 
for the night toll rate 
period began at 6:00 P. M. in- 
stead of 7:00 P. M. Night toll 
rates now run from 6:00 P. M. 
to 4:30 A. M. and day rates 
from 4:30 A. M. to 6:00 P. M. 
This was in step with a simi- 
lar change placed in effect on 
a’ nation wide basis at the 
same time by the A. T. & T. 
Company and associated Bell 
Companies. 


The new time schedule has 
received no general publicity 
for the reason that it was de- 
signed primarily to ease the 
load of night period calls 
made by persons in military 
service. 


However, any call placed 
during the new night period 
will be billed at the night rate. 
Any subscriber either civilian 
or military who inquires con- 
cerning the change should re- 
ceive a full explanation. 


The Bell system estimates a 
resulting reduction in toll 
revenue of approximately 
$5,600,000. 
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NORM OTT 


TT IS difficult to express in words the feeling in one’s heart 

at the passing of a friend. Norm was one of those friends, 
unassuming, kindly, sincere, generous, of which the world 
holds too few. His sudden and untimely going has left us all 
stunned and unbelieving. Even now after weeks of attempted 
realization it seems false and unreal that we do not hear his 
familiar tread and his hearty voice resounding in never 
muffled tones in the corridors and offices throughout the 
organization where he was known so well. 


The task of attempting to carry on the work which he 
performed with such gift and talent will be of no small pro- 
portion. I have no delusion that I may match his accomplish- 
ments. However, I will do my best to make the “News” in- 
teresting and informative. Your ideas, suggestions or criti- 
cisms will be welcomed sincerely. 


Shortly after Norm’s death we received this letter from 
Fielding Woods in Baltimore, one of his warmest friends. 


“Norm’s death has been a numbing blow to me, and as 
the first impact wears off the actual pain is increasing. Not 
many days have gone by since I came here that something 
hasn't happened which I thought would interest him. Cer- 
tainly I never wrote about each such incident, but I could 
turn the memories of my friendship for him into a sort of 
mental receptacle into which I’d deposit them. With Norm 
gone a lot of my zest for life around me has gone too. 


“I don’t know just how you felt about the old boy but 
to me he had many of the attributes possessed by the late 
Wm. Allen White. He was shy and reserved, yet extremely 
articulate when roused. There were a thousand facets to his 
character, and heaven knows he had plenty of eccentricities 
but viewed in retrospect most of them were basically attrac- 
tive and added to his magnetism. Much as he would have 
despised the description, he was a loveable person. 


“What you people will do without him I hate to think. 
I know how much his friendship meant to you personally 
and | suspect everyone else who really knew him well will 
find that his passing cut something right out of their hearts.” 


That Fielding’s words come straight from the heart one 
eannot doubt. —Ot G. 


|dents were provided as car- 
riers. We are particularly in- 
debted to M. C. Lefler, super- 
‘intendent of schools, H. C. 
Mardis, principal of Lincoln 
high school, J. E. Loder, prin- 


cipal of Northeast high school, 


March Issue of Lincoln 
Directory Delivered 
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College View high school for 
their splendid cooperation. 

|| The cover design for the 
‘Hartley’s fine artistry, depicts 
'the relationship between the 
‘telephone man in war and 


‘corps technician in Army re- 
'galia and at the right, the line- 
man as we know him in his fa- 
miliar attire, each standing 
‘ready to serve on his respec- 
‘tive front, both of which are 


equally vital to the nation’s 
T WAS a beautiful snow that | struggle for victory over ag- 


fell on March 3 but gression. 
“Chaunc” Eggerss was partic- | 


ularly callous to the wonders) ory are the list of postal zones 
of nature on that particular|in the “street guide” section, 
day. the story of which appeared in 

The snow fell smack in the| last month’s “News,” and the 
middle of the Lincoln direct-| elimination of running heads 
ory delivery and according to|at the top of alphabetical 
“Chaunc,” was of no help pages. The latter measure was 
whatsoever in getting the adopted to conserve paper, a 


Twi LINCOLN TELEPHONE AND TELLGQAPH COMPANY 
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and T. P. Johnson, principal of | 


|March issue, a product of Joe’ 


peace. At the left is the signal 


New features of the direct- 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Uncle Sam 


Gets Herb Velte 


ERB VELTE, veteran, di- 

rectory salesman, was 
called to service in the Army 
jon February 7. He was sent 
'to an induction center in Kan- 
sas where he was assigned to 
duty in the Signal Corps in 
California. His record through 
the years has been one of hon- 
/est industry and sincere appli- 
cation of all his ability to the 
job. His familiar smile will 
be missed by his numerous 
friends throughout the organ- 
ization. 


Replacing Mr. Velte as di- 
rectory salesman is John Mc- 
Cune, a man experienced both 
in advertising and in the ter- 
ritory served by our Company. 
Mr. McCune hails from Has- 
tings and has been recently 
engaged as manager of the 
Shopping Guide at Beatrice. 


Claude Helm and “Salomey” 


Claude Helm Nurse 
Maid For Pig 


5 rene picture of “Salomey, 
the Pig,” with a fixture for 
holding it up which may be 
seen in the background, ap- 
peared in a recent edition of 
the Lincoln papers. 


“Salomey” was used as an 
incentive in last month’s 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
membership drive. The idea 
was that the pig would be 
given to each Jaycee to care 
for until he had snared a new 
member. The goal was to dou- 
ble the roster of members and 
‘from all reports the plan met 
‘with signal success. 
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Claude Helm, manager at 
the Lincoln Army Air Field, 
was the first nurse maid for 
'the juvenile porker. We relate 
with reluctance that he suc- 
ceeded in passing “Salomey” 
along soon after the drive 
opened. 


| A number of fair femmes in 

the organization upon seeing 
the picture have remarked 
‘about the handsome profile of 
| Mr. Helm. In fact some of 
them have gone so far as to 
contend that he looks like 
John Barrymore. Possibly it 
is just the contrast in the pic- 
ture, but we must admit there 
is a similarity, keeping in 
‘mind, of course, that Barry- 
‘more has been dead now for 
over a year. 


Traffic Department 


Organization Changes 


| Qe IZATION changes in 

the traffic department re- 
cently included the appoint- 
‘ment of Anna Aden to chief 


books in the hands of the cus-/| critical war material. In spite operator at Wilber, replacing 


tomers, although he did in-' of this conservation, however, 
erease his vocabulary consid-| listings extended over an ad- 
erably as a result. | 
in spite of the inclement) pointedly the marked increase 
weather the job rolled along! in demand for new facilities. 
smoothly and was finished ac-| Assisting Mr. Eggerss was 
cording to the scheduled time. the man from the Emerald 

it was Eggerss’ first assign-| Isle, Mike Egan, who acted as 
ment on the directory delivery timekeeper; 


} ° ° 
her sister, Amelia Aden, who 
ls now on pension. Anna was 


However, | ditional half page, illustrating formerly engaged as assistant 


chief operator at Wilber. Leta 
'Holscher, contract chief oper- 
ator at Yutan, was transferred 
_to Burr in the same capacity, 
replacing Luella Lenhard, 


Chas. Cleveland who resigned. Mrs. Aner Mc- | 


and he carried through the  (Lloyd’s brother and a nice Kinzey, a former employee at! 


project in commendable fash- guy anyway), who was the 
ion. 
problem the Lincoln School|and Bob Allen, drivers; and 
Board was asked for assistance Jack Yeager who put up pay 
and groups of high school stu-| station books. 


Valparaiso 


| Yutan to fill the vacancy cre- 
ated by the transfer of Miss 
'Holscher to Burr. 


| 


| 


KKK KKK KKK KK 


«Service Stars’ 


x 

* 

- By JOE HARTLEY 
x 


: vy 


x We can keep this department 
lively and interesting with your 
* help. May we depend upon it? 


Keke ke ka Kaka KKK KKK 
TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES — 112 
“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 


February was the _ banner 
month, the first since shortly after 


HR RK RKH 


the opening of hostilities that 
failed to mark the entry of one or 
more telephone employees into 
the armed forces. The gradual 
slackening of the list of inductions 
to this month’s climax is an indi- 
cation of how bare the ranks of 
the organization have been swept 
of eligible material. In employee 
athletic activities, the absence of 
“young blood” is especially no- 
ticeable. Gone are the days of the 
softball league, tennis tourna- 
ments, basketbail teams and table- 
tennis enthusiasm. The remnants 
of these former Company athletes 
have managed to fill the ranks of 
two bowling teams, the “Bell 
Ringers” and the “Pioneers,” and 
to hobble forth one night a week 
to torture their creaking joints in 
this gentile sport. 


Captain FRITZ NOBLE has 
been transferred from Tyndall 
Field, Florida, to Newport Field, 
Arkansas, as post signal officer. 

In a letter to George Barney, 
T/Sgt. BOYD WEDGWOOD gives 
a iew observations of England. 
“My stay here has been a very 
educational one. To see things we 
once studied in school makes them 
easier to understand. The boys 
over here are doing very well and 
getting their jobs done. We're all 
‘sweating’ the invasion, as we 
feel that it won’t be too long after 
that — and believe me, Sir, we’re 
all quite ready to come home.” 

Announcement has been made 
of the engagement of RICHARD 
B. HOBSON, V-12 student at 
Ames, Iowa, to Alice King, of the 
Lincoln traffic department. Dick 
is a member of the supply depart- 
ment, and son of John Hobson, 
construction department foreman. 

A/C PAUL H. HENSON was 
home for his first furlough in mid- 
February and dropped in on his 
former co-workers in the shop 
and warehouse on February 23rd. 
It is also reported that he dropped 
in for a visit with one of our Lin- 
coln business office girls on Feb- 
ruary 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 
28th and 29th. 

FLORENCE STUDER, A.S., the 
accounting department’s new 
WAVE has had time to look 
things over at Hunter College and 
report on the prevailing condi- 
tions. She finds the food to be of 
good variety and quality. There’s 
plenty of marching, too, which 
she naively believes is “going to 
be fun when we get used to it.” 


EMPLOYEES IN THE 


Florence finds the hardest blow 
of all is to hear the bugle call at 
5:30 in the morning. 

BEV OTT, in the southwest Pa- 
cific, has been busy with his 
needle again, sewing on his newly 
acquired Technical Sergeant 
stripes. 

APO addresses were received 
during the month from T/Sgt. 
GEORGE WASSON, Pvt. DON 
WREDE, T/5 DICK HARTLEY 
and Pfc. GENEVIEVE GRIFFIN. 
There is, at this writing, a total 
of 32 employees in the army or 
marine forces serving on foreign 
soil, while ten navy members are 
on shipboard service, most of 
them undoubtedly having seen 
foreign ports. 


Capt. HOWARD SPAHNLE is 
back at Buckley Field, Colorado, 
after having completed the course 
at the Command and General 
Staff school at Fort Leavenworth. 
“I shall be very happy to show 
you my diploma,” writes Howard, 
“In fact, I shall insist upon it, 
when I return to Lincoln.” 


Pvt. ERVIN KLUNDT has come 
out of the wilderness in the Cali- 
fornia hinterland, and at latest re- 
ports is at Camp Dix, New Jersey. 


JACK KUCHERA, F.2/c (EM) 
received a nine-day delay enroute 
from school at Farragut to his 
new assignment for specialized 
“flat-top” duty at Bremerton, 
Washington. Jack made the top 
third of his class while his course 
of study included a trip to Dutch 
Harbor, a fact that came as a dis- 
tinct surprise to his “pappy,” 
Frank, of the Lincoln service de- 
partment. 


BUD EDEN, EM 2/c is at Camp 
Hanneme, Oxnard, California. 
Mrs. Eden accompanied him to the 
coast. 


Quoting from a letter by Lt. 
GAY HENDERSON, who is 
“down under.’ “I have’ been 
moved around quite a bit since 
my arrival here, and at last I have 
paused long enough to have my 
laundry done up a couple of times. 
I’m located on a tropical island in 
the south seas, discovered by Cap- 
tain Cook and at one time in- 
habited by Captain Bly, of story 
book and motion picture fame. A 
tropical paradise, so the story 
goes, although I’m inclined to 
think books have a tendency to 
exaggerate things sometimes.” 


Flight Officer LESLIE G. HAN- 
SEN has assumed his new duties 
with the 14th Fighter Squadron 
at Venice, Florida. His former 
posts were San Antonio, Ft. 
Stockton and Moore Field, Texas, 
and Dale Mabry Field at Talla- 
hassee, Florida. 

Leaves and furloughs brought 
back many welcome faces to the 
home circle during the _ past 
month. Pfe.. LLOYD CLEVE- 
LAND, from Smyrna, Tennessee 
was bitterly disappointed that 
Junior didn’t run down the walk 
to meet him shouting “Welcome 
home, Pop!” The fact is that the 
youngest of the Clevelands hasn’t 
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learned to walk or talk as yet. 
Capt. THAD CONE dashed 
through the general offices in a 
great hurry. BOB WOHLBERG 
came home from Washington, D. 
C. and Lt: PAUL BLACK, from 
De-Land, Florida. Another para- 
graph will have to be devoted to 
the reason for the appearance of 
Sgt. RUTH TRUTNA, from Or- 
lando, Florida. Sgt. WILMA Mc- 
INTIRE had a fifteen-day fur- 
lough from Lemoore, California. 
Lt. ART HOLCOMB from Ten- 
nessee and JACK KUCHERA 
from Farragut, Idaho are chang- 
ing address upon their return 
from leave. 


JOHN R. SHIPP, S.1/c. one of 
our “Seabees,” in.the south Pa- 
cific, writes: “I am on the third 
island since coming to this arex 
in July, and figure on moving 
again in the near future. After 
that, I think they will give us a 
rest. Don’t believe all you see in 
pictures about South Sea islands 
as I can tell you that they are 
not as pictured. At least, not the 
ones I have been on. 

“Telephone work on_ these 
islands isn’t like it is back in Ne- 
braska. Our equipment is battery 
type and we put up no permanent 
lines. We use all drop wire, and 
string it from tree to tree in the 
direction we want to go. Haven’t 
encountered any Japs yet except 
prisoners, but have had plenty of 
air raids. They get less frequent 
as time goes on until we move up, 
and then we have it all over 
again. I have received all copies 
of the “News” although they are 
usually two months old. Am al- 
ways anxious to get it and read it 
through time and again. I re- 
ceived a promotion to MM 3/C a 
couple of months ago. I hope my 
rest is somewhere in the States, 
as you may know, I have a daugh- 
ter seven months old that I 
haven’t seen.” 

Details of the marriage of Sgt. 
RUTH E. TRUTNA to Lt. W. E. 
Barnard are covered in the ‘“Hap- 
piness Ahead” column. Under 
“Service Stars” our concern in the 
union is confined strictly to the 
military aspects involved. It 
makes an interesting speculation 
as to whether the sergeant must 
stand at attention while the lieu- 
tenant eats a leisurely breakfast, 
whether it might be necessary to 
drop the dust’ mop and the vac- 
uum cleaner and throw a snappy 
salute when they pass each other 
while giving the living room the 
“going over,” and whether her re- 
torts to all suggestions from the 
“head of the house” must be con- 
fined to “Yes, Sir!” as specified 
in military regulations. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


GENEVIEVE GRIFFIN, Pvt. to 
Pfc... 

D. C. MUTCHIE, ‘S:C. 3/c! to 
S:C.. 2/c. 

BEV OTT, S/Sgt. to T/Sgt. 

JOHN R. SHIPP, S 1/c. to M.M. 
3/c. 

ROBERT A. STALL, S 2/c. to 
R.M. 3/c. 
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1. Richard E. Grant, S 2/c, supply department, has been assigned to the Naval hospital corps and is sta- 
tioned in San Diego, California. 2. Put. Wm. H. Burt was transferred to the air corps in December and is 


was re-employed | now training at Sheppard Field, Texas. 3. M/Sgt. Tommy Hedges is with a signal battalion in the British 
Due to the man power dispatcher; Oscar Wohlberg as contract chief operator at/| Isles. 4. The first picture we received and published of Pfc. Harold Brady was of the “two-for-a-nickel 


variety and decidedly of the “monstrosity” type. We present herewith a later and truer version of the 


printing service warrior. 


5. Robert W. Muse, construction department, whose home town is Auburn, 


graduated from the E. M. school at Farragut and is now on active shipboard duty. 6. Lt. Leslie George 
Hansen is flight officer of a fighter squadron at Venice, Florida. 
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Eastern District 
David City 


good news,”’ 
They 


s is so states the 
traffic department. have gone 
through the last month with only one 
fatalitv. Helen Havlena had a nice case 


“No news is 


of pink-eve, which caused her to miss 
being bridesmaid at her brother’s wed- 
ding. “When it rains, it pours,”’ doesn't 
it, Helen? ... The men of the plant de- 
partment have not been so fortunate. 


Mr. Campbell, area manager, was down 
in bed for almost a week. He’s in A-1 


condition now though. ... Andy Holt, 


our combinationman (combination of | 
too many things), was out for a couple 
of days with what is commonly known 
as a “colt in by’ed.” Sniffles seem to be 
under control now, don’t they. Andy? 

We do hate to crow, but the David 
City area has every reason to do so by 
their showing in the recent war loan 
drive. Andy, bless his artistic little 


Sou, 


poster drawing of a 


provided a 
t the occasion. As the 


thermometer for 


bonds were bought, the mercury in the | 


thermometer was to rise. After the first 
week the thermometer acquired an ex- 
ket to catch the overflow. From the 
; of the overflow, we have enough 
us on another campaign. We 
wish to take this means to thank each 


who 


in this 


so whole-heartedly 


event. 


participated 


Louisville 


There seems to be a lack of 
month, so everyone must be keep- 


out of mischief. We will report, 


Se 
THNI< 
nis 


ing 


however, that Billie Lou Heil has com- | 
pleted her toll-operator traixing course. | 


Billie! 


Nebraska City 


Congratulations, 


Another month has passed and our 
June-in-January weather sort of came 
to a climax. There is nothing like a 
little snow to make the winter com- 
plete, and snow we certainly got... 


Shoemaker. 


operation recently, but is feeling pretty 


much “up to par’ now. However, she | 
is still taking life easy at home. Get | 
yourself “in the groove,” chum, and 
urry back! Florence Gess spent | 


the 


he week-end of 
home in Dunbar 
tion, her aunt was a visitor on hand to 
greet her. ... Marjorie Gess spent the 
week-end of February 12 at her home 
in Dunbar... 
you two? Can’t you get together on 
trips to Dunbar? ... Sgt. Wilma 
McIntire, Lemoore, California, is spend- 


February 19 at her 


your 


ing a fifteen-day furlough with her 
parents. Wilma was cashier in the com- 
mercial department here and also at 
Lincoln before joining the ranks of 


Uncle Sam as a WAC. Glad to see you 
again, Wilma. Dorothy McKenzie, 
in the commercial department, has a 
very pert diamond which she received 
from her “Navy Blue” last week. Con- 
gratulations, Miss “M’’, and tell us 
more. ... Dorothy Meyer's “true love’”’ 
was here recently from Chanute Field. 
Illinois. I know I don’t need to ask 
whether or not you had a good time. 
That goes without saying. ... Margaret 
Evans and Dorothy McKenzie, of our 
commercial department, spent Wednes- 
day, February 16, in Omaha seeing the 
“Ink Spots” at 
Louise Fritsch, Elaine Hoffman, 
and Miriam Haase will spend the week- 
end of February 26 in Omaha staying 
at the Fontonelle. They plan to go 
dancing at the Music Box. Remember 
that 
wear out too many pairs. 
Kenzie and Nadine Borland will spend 


the week-end of February 26 in Omaha 
Arthur | 


home of Mr. and Mrs. 


at the 
Jones. 
Platismouth 

Mr. and Mrs. 
announce the arrival of a fine baby 
girl. The little Miss put in her ap- 
pearance on February 5. Mrs. Mc- 


Clannahan was a former telephone op- | 
Georgia Tartsch of | 
our commercial department started her | 
vacation February 16. She reports that | 
With the ex-) 


erator. Mrs. 


there isn’t much doing. 
ception for one shopping trip to Omaha 


she is spending most of her time at 
home. 


Seward 


There’s not only a shortage of man- | 
power but it seems as though there is | 


a shortage of news in the Seward office 
this 
ing 
California visiting relatives. By 
reports, she is having a wonderful time. 
How about the weather, Ruth? Isn’t 


the California sunshine a little on the | 


liquid side? All in the Seward 
office have been doing their bit in the | 
recent war bond drive. As the latest | 


reports come in we're proud of what |} 


we have accomplished. High praises 


are 


Seward area over. His associate 
Helen Greiner from the traffic depart- 


ment. ... Martha Merz from the traf- | 


fic department spent a day shopping in 


Lincoln, and to be more exact, it was | 
Tt 


he twenty-first day of February. . 
Another Lincoln visitor was 
Merz. She came on a shopping spree 
too. A BIG CONTEST IS IN 


PROGRESS IN SEWARD! Anyone who | 


can find anything that Dick Manners 
can't do, please notify the chief op- 
erator at Seward. ... Recently our con- 
tribution to the “Stork Club’’ 
year was our two attending physicians, 


Dick Manners and Art Balderson, and | 


our Nurses’ Aid, ‘Mabel’ Haith. They | 
reaily deliver the goods! "Nufgé | 
said! !!! 


| turn 
Emily Hanus spent a recent week-end | 


parents. | tion foreman now in the Signal Corps. 


| Art is stationed in Mississippi at the 


/see you 


news | 


| is our friend, Mr. Judge. 


|} accounting department 


= oat ‘ : ee ’ a r i rj 
We all miss the smiling face of Josie | have him with us. 


Josie had an appendicitis | 


As an added attrac- | 
| push 


/partment was a cinch to go over the 
| top. 
. What’s the matter with | ™Ore than made oul oe 
/have two newcomers in the Addresso- 
| graph section. They are Marjeane Beers 


the Orpheum theater. | 


shoes are rationed, kids, so don't | 
... Mary Me- 


Robert MecClannahan | 


; time. Ruth Burns has been spenda- | 
a couple of weeks in Los Angeles, | 
all | 


in order for Chris Haberman who | 
really worked to put the bond total for | 
Was | 


Beata | 


of the | 


Syracuse 
We wish to throw out the welcome 
mat for a new student in our traffic 
department. She is Susie Frye, and we 


| We're glad to know she’s getting along 
/so well, and hope it won't be too long 


before she’s back with us again. 
Our former editor for this column, Ruth 


certainly wish you lots of luck, Susie! | Nemeth, is leaving in March for the 


.. A recent Lincoln visitor was Mar- 
gery Wenninghoff. Turn about at 
fair play. We had a visitor at Syracuse 
on February 16. He was Mr. McKinzie, 
our district manager, who is a regular 
and welcome visitor. 


Wahoo 
Me thinks we'll get the column off 


_to a good start by reporting the latest 


happenings in the “bliss department.” 
Elaine Patzloff is proudly displaying 
her third finger, left hand. ’Course she 


has a very good reason, namely, that it 
-is adorned with a diamond. Lots of 


luck and happiness to you both, Elaine, 
and when is the eventful day going to 
be? . George Cruickshank, Jr., son 
of our George Cruickshank of the plant 
department, is home on a furlough. He 
is stationed at Camp Haan, California. 

. Our sympathies to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ek. L. Dorland. They made a recent trip 
to Nebraska City to attend the funeral 
of Mrs. Dorland’s sister. . . . We’ll now 
our attention to our travelers. 


in David City visiting her 
Have a nice time, Emily? Three 
recent Omaha visitors were Ethel Da- 


 m™m harsh, Mary Beaty, and Hazel Hagen- 
ana every one of the David City area | 


buck. "Twas reported that they spent 
their time shopping and sight-seeing. 
... That seems to be all this month, so 
next month when we hope 
“spring” will be here. ‘Bye now! 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 


A friendly man and a friend to all 
Yes sir, our 
auditor friend from Illinois is with the 
once again. 
Guess that puts the seal on that friend- 
ship! All kidding aside, we're glad to 
He came the first 
part of January, and plans to stay 
through February. We hope his stay is 
a pleasant one. John Backstrom 
of the Disbursement section, and Clara 
Jones and Virginia Barnard of the 


Revenue section, were the three super 


salesmen for our department in the 
Fourth War Loan Drive. With them to 
us forward, the accounting de- 


We're proud of the fact that we 
We 


and Howard Becker. In the Revenue 
section a newcomer is Janeth Schal- 
kopf and in the Disbursement section, 


| we have Gloria Zier. A hearty welcome 


to all of you... . Pat Flynn of the Ad- 
dressograph is leaving us in March. 
She's planning to go to Texas. We all 
wish you the best of luck, Pat. 

Mrs. Betty Reesman took part of her 
vacation starting Wednesday noon, 
February 9. She spent some of her time 
in Omaha, visiting and the rest of the 
time just “taking it easy.” ... Seems 
the spell of bad weather got Laura 
Sires down — but really down. We were 
all sorry to hear that she had broken 
her foot, but we’re happy to report 
she’s back to work now, and getting 
along nicely with the aid of crutches. 
... Catherine Daugherty, who has been 
ill since December, stopped in to see us. 
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sunny south where she will reside with 
her parents in St. Petersburg, Florida, 
for the duration. Ruth wishes to say 
that she has enjoyed writing for this 
column, and she’ll miss all her friends, 
in the Company — and we want to say 
that we'll miss Ruth! ... We've been 
trying so hard to get some news from 
the engineering department, but just 
“no can seem to find.’ Guess they’re 
all too busy trying to figure their in- 
come tax to bother about giving us 
some news—oh, well, maybe next 
month. 


Construction Department 
Ila Wilder. Associate Editor 


Recently we were very pleasantly 
surprised by a brief visit from our old 
friend and former co-worker, Captain 
Thad Cone. Thad was in this vicinity 
in connection with his many Army 
duties and scarcely had time to say 
“hello” to all of us. From the way 
Thad looked the Army must agree with 
him. Another recent visitor was 
lst Lt. Art Holcomb, a former construc- 


present time and was home on a leave. 
If we can believe his tall tales, they 
really grow some enormous mosquitoes 
in the south. ... We have quite a num- 
ber of new employees in the construc- 
tion department this month. George L. 
Hise now with Foreman Hansen's crew, 
R. Boeck and W. Hurtie on John Hob- 
son’s gang and J. D. Green, E. E. Hecke 
and C. T. Huckfeldt on Foreman 
Combs’ crew. Welcome to the construc- 
tion department, boys! . We hear 
tales of what a good bridge player 
George Hansen is—and having been 
his opponent on several occasions we 
can believe it. Anyway, he recently 
won the first prize at a card party 
held in Ashland. The prize was a gen- 
erous size bottle of a well known dan- 
druff remover shampoo! Now all 
George needs is the hair cause he’s al- 
most as bald as Guy Seaton! . . We 
wish to nominate D. T. “Skinny’”’ 
Stearns as the bad luck man of the 
month. He recently took his wife to 
the hospital for an operation and im- 
mediately his children came down with 
the flu so his sister-in-law came to 
help, only to catch a cold which turned 
into pneumonia! All this trouble wasn’t 
enough, his son, on his way to the 
hospital to visit his mother slipped and 
fell breaking his nose! Well, by this 
time Mr. Stearns decided it was much 
too unhealthy to stay home and re- 
ported for work. Wouldn't you know— 
on his first day back to work he slipped 
and painfully sprained his back! Any- 
body got a rabbit’s foot to donate to 
Stearns? 


General Offices 
Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 


Our new advertising manager, A. B. 
Gorman, was really ‘“‘welcomed” by his 
future associates. To start off with, he 
entered his office from Merle Hale’s 
with a bang! He remedied that by 
blocking the door open. This gave the 
front office folks a good view of what 
was about to follow. He was very 
anxious to assume his responsibilities. 
Suddenly — OUCH! —a blood curdling 
yell!! Well—he really got caught! 
However, the mouse-traps set under the 


center desk drawer were not injured. 
Of course his injured fingers were 
taken care of when he opened another 
drawer, and the wounds were lubri- 
cated with axle grease. Our iron man 
proved his worth by sitting on tacks 
for a half hour before realizing the 
fact!— All kidding aside, ‘Welcome, 
Mr. Gorman, to second floor!” ... 
Marian Blake, general commercial de- 
partment, had a nose operation per- 
formed the latter part of February. We 
are glad to report that she was back 
to work on March 1, and feeling grand! 
... Signs of spring in general plant — 
Dorothy Lefler planted peas in her 
victory garden; Lula Kloepper found 
crocuses blooming in her back yard; 
Margaret Stacy brought in a spray of 
pussy willows. Who saw the first robin? 

.. Flash! A. B. Gorman, advertising 
manager, just reported having seen a 
robin on February 28. ... Dick Reed 
who is now employed part time run- 
ning the elevator says he does not feel 
so badly about stalling on ‘‘four”’ since 
Hattie did it last week. 


Supply Department 


John Reed, Associate Edstor 

Your correspondent feels a deep 
sense of loss in the passing of Norman 
Ott, a feeling that Is shared by others 
in the supply department who knew 
him in their business and social con- 
tacts. Among his qualities that en- 
deared him to us were a strong loyalty 
to his friends and a keen sympathetic 
interest in their activities at work and 
at home. Our sympathy goes to Bev, 
his son and a former co-worker, who is 
now in the South Pacific. ... Further 
news on the condition of H. Huddles- 
ton, who suffered a heart attack early 
in January, continues to be encour- 
aging. At the present time Bert is 
taking a much needed rest at home. 
His greatly improved condition now 
allows him to receive company and he 
has been seeing many of his telephone 
friends. . . Verda Ashford took two 
weeks off, February 14 to 27, to visit 
her sailor husband somewhere in Cali- 
fornia. ... We saw Richard Wismer, a 
former supplier, in the warehouse on 
February 23. Dick is now a naval avia- 
tion student at Duke University, Chapel 
Hill, N. C. . William Cunningham, 
another former supplier, was in Lin- 
coln on furlough until March 12 from 
Amarillo, Texas. . . At this writing, 
your correspondent will be going on a 
short vacation starting February 27 
which he will spend at home on various 
projects. 

Lincoln Commercial Department 

Bette Rathburn, Associate Editor 

A mysterious thing happened in 
the local commerciat oxtice not so 
long ago. Some brave soul ran off with 
K. B. Cary’s pipe. After accusing 
everyone in the office he found it in 
his desk drawer several days later. The 
culprit still remains a deep, dark secret 
but he is willing to forget the matter 
now that his beloved pipe is in his 
possession once more... . Several of 
the girls have become ambitious and 
patriotic. They are working three 
nights a week as Nurses Aides and 
they’re doing a mighty good job in 
their trim new uniforms as morale 
builders. The girls are: Mary Kaye 
Booth, Jean Miller, Betty Roeder, 
Evelyn Pruss, and Genevieve Cox... 
Two of our employees left last month 
and we will miss them a great deal. 
Anne Maney has decided to devote her 
time to keeping house, while Ruth 


Franklin is now a Cadet Nurse at Lin- 
coln General hospital. . .,. It’s easy to 
understand why Marie Stockton is all 
smiles these days. She sent her hus- 
band off to the Army — only to find 
that he returned a few weeks later to 
be stationed at the L.A.A.F. . Pfe. 
Lloyd Cleveland paid us his first visit 
since he left for the Army last summer. 
His months of training haven’t changed 
him a great deal as he still has that 
famous grin and he wouldn’t pass up a 
card game for anything in the world. 
. We welcomed three new girls to 
our list of employees this month. They 
are: Beulah Worthington, Dorothy 
Kehling, and Norma Smith. ... Claude 
Helm was in the limelight when his 
familiar face appeared in the _ local 
papers. It seems that, in spite of his 
many acquaintances, he was unable to 
obtain one new member during the 
Jaycee’s membership campaign. A real 
live pig was presented to Helm and he 
was to care for her until the require- 
ment was fulfilled. He refused the pig 
because he was afraid his wife might 
object. However, he willingly posed 
with the animal for the photographer 
and now we’re wondering which was 
who or who as what!... Bill Cochrane 
has discovered that he is talented in 
dramatics. He is now appearing in a 
series of play broadcasts over a local 
radio station. Last week he appeared 
as the father in ‘‘Hanzel and Gretel.” 
We might say that he puts little kiddies 
to sleep. ... Myrtle Hiner spent a few 
days in Omaha the week of February 
20th attending the Credit conference. 
. Alf. Gorman—we swore we 
wouldn’t resort to using his name in 
this column—had Gen. McMeen feel- 
ing sorry for him when he told her 
that he had to fold 38,000 directories by 
hand. Gen fell for it hook, line and 
sinker; but it wasn’t long until she 
caught on.... Thus we bring to a close 
our ‘“‘chatter” for this month. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Some of the switchmen are really 
getting around in this world. A letter 
from Howard Stroup says that he has 
been on the front lines in Italy making 
things hot for the Germans. On the 
other side of the world, Bob Stall is 
helping slap down the Japs in the 
Southwest Pacific. . E. E. Johnson 
left February 2, for Farragut, Idaho, 
where he is expected to take his train- 
ing in the Navy. ... Charlie Ford has 
left ‘‘SSunny California” and is now re- 
siding in Branson, Missouri. . .. Herb 
Jenkins was all smiles the other week 
when his son, T/Sgt. Max Jenkins, 
came home on furlough from San An- 
tonio, Texas. Max is a teletype oper- 
ator in the Signal Corps down there. 

. . E. A. Rosker took his vacation 
early this year, from January 30 to 
February 13, spending most of the time 
at home. Seaman Arthur Staley 
stopped in to see friends and relatives 
in the service department while on 
leave from the Navy. Jack L. 
Kuchera made a visit to the switchroom 
to see all his friends before returning 
to his ship out at Bremerton, Washing- 
ton. Jack has just returned from sea 
and will now be heading for an island 
called Truk. . . A new face on the 
service board is Jean Ludwig. We are 
glad to have you with us, Jean. . 
Merle G. Tillotson resigned from his 
work at ‘4” Office so he could spend 
more time on his school work at Union 
College. ... We thought that Francis 
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1. P. J. Guelker, Lincoln combinationman, and L. G. “Pep” Saunders, assistant wire chief, Lincoln, in heavy concentration over a plant 


problem. 


2. By unanimous acclaim this group of Lincoln business office damsels voted themselves (and who are we to disagree?) the 


most likely to become Powers’ models. Left to right: upper row, Ann Maney (now resigned), Evelyn Pruss, Myrtle Hiner, Cecile Ander- 
son, Martha Borin; lower row, Betty Roeder, Genevieve McMeen, Virginia Willman ‘(now resigned), Viola Graham, Gladys Genevieve 


Cox. 3. Lloyd Ogellsby and Geo. Eggleston relax from cable duties in the Southern district. 


4. Jake Schneider, Lincoln switchman, puts 


the “screws” on a switch bug. 5. Rose Riggs, reports clerk, Lincoln accounting, looks like she is about to come out with a bit of her 


famous Irish humor. 


6. The gal behind this winsome smile is Mary Ann Hedstrom, Central district stenographer. Brand of tooth paste 


furnished on request. 7, M. W. Franklin, voucher supervisor, Lincoln accounting, apparently just got the wrong answer on something. 


He came out right the next time but the photographer had gone. 


plant office. 


8. This swell picture of a swell girl is Mina Schmidt, secretary, general 


Darnold would get stranded out at Fair- 
mont in the snow when installing one 
position to the switchboard at the Fair- 
mont Air Base. But the sun came out, 
and the snow shovels and snow plows 
were put to work, and Francis is back 
in the switchroom. . . . Another early 
vacationer was your’ correspondent, 
who took her vacation from January 
31 to February 14, during the ‘Boy 
Friend’s” furlough. ... George (Black- 
sheep) Keith and R. L. (Shorty) Dalton 
have been trying to get their names in 
the ‘‘News” for quite some time but 
never had much luck. Well this month, 
they both forgot where they put their 
tobacco pouches. After accusing every- 
one in the switchroom of robbery, they 
found the pouches just where they had 
left them. Would a rope be of any help, 
fellows? ...W.P. Shuck, F. P. Darnold 
and G. B. Keith have been converting 
100 one-party lines to two-party lines 
out at the ‘3’ Office. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Jeanne Holmes, Associate Editor 


We're going to see if we can enlarge 
our column this time. You gals in the 
operating room —if you don’t know 
anything about anyone else, surely you 
know something about yourselves. The 
address is still Room 305 and your cor- 
respondent has been waiting only two 
months for a note from at least one of 
you. . Here goes with our biggest 
news. Ruth Schulte was married to 
Don V. Shoemaker on Saturday, Febru- 
ary 19, at the American Lutheran 
church. Ruth was a most beautiful 
bride and just as calm and collected as 
always. Georgia Finnigan and Margaret 
Lindblad (not quite so calm), assisted 
with the reception. Lt. Victor Schulte, 
brother of the bride, ushered. He is 
stationed at Yuba City, California. Our 
sincere congratulations to you and our 
best wish for happiness, Ruth! 
We've said our goodbye to Mrs. Medora 
Matthews. Her husband was here on 
furlough and when furlough time was 
up, he and Mrs. Matthews both re- 
turned to North Carolina where he is 
stationed. .. . We have been informed 
in a round about way, that Lois 
Schrader is going to be married and 
also that she will make her home in 
the South. Couldn’t get any of the par- 
ticulars. It isn’t a secret, is it, Lois? 
. . . Miss Ronhovde is busy instructing 
another toll class. The new members of 
the operating force are Vivian Nelson, 
Darlyne Mueller, Sylvia Wiley, and 
Bette Thom. Welcome, girls! ... Flo- 
rence McKie has been “under the 
weather” for quite a spell. We're all 
looking forward to the day you’ll be 
back, ‘‘Mac.” Make it soon! ... We've 
missed Erma Hruska, too. Hope you 
get over your troubles and back to 
work soon. Several weeks back, 
Ruby Abrams spent a short vacation 
with her parents in Spirit Lake, Iowa. 

What’s this we hear about you, 
Uldene? Flowers on February 14 and a 
long distance call at 4:00 one morning. 
We know he’s a sailor and out to sea. 
He does pretty well for himself we'd 
say. .. . Spring is definitely ‘just | 
around the corner.’ We knew it for 
sure when we heard about the new 
paint job we’re going to have for the 
operating room. Blue ceiling and pastel 
green walls. Sounds nice, doesn’t it? 
We won’t mention anything about the 
smell in this issue. ... Erma Dillworth 
of the general traffic is taking an early 
vacation this year. She is spending five 
weeks in Durham, North Carolina. The 
South has a definite attraction for her 
—her husband is stationed at Camp 
Butner, Durham. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Martha Bennett is our new operator. 
Welcome, Martha. ... Vera Clark was 
a Lincoln visitor January 28 and in 
New London, Iowa where she visited 
relatives. .. Gene Vineyard spent 
January 30 in Wymore. ... Catherine 
McLain was an Omaha visitor January 
28. ... Lena Davis spent January 22 in 
St. Joseph visiting friends and on Jan- 
uary 28 and February 4 attended the 
wrestling matches in Omaha. 
Karina Jezewski visited in Lincoln, 
February 3. 


Beatrice Commercial Department 


Wilma Ramklu has returned to work 
after a seige at home with the mumps. 


Beairice Plant Department 


Frank Nevitt has dolled up his fa- 
vorite fishing rod with a neatly carved 
walnut grip and is waiting for March 
1 tp come up. ... Our bowler, Harlan 
Gillespie was going strong the evening 
of February 4—he posted a 562 series 
which was good for high score. ... It 
seems we have a mustache club in the 
making — Frank Walter took one look 
at George Sumner’s “soup: strainer” 
and started to look twice to convince 
himself it was Frank he was gazing 
upon and not Ben Turpin, the old time 
movie comedian. . . Dan Higgins was 
our only blizzard casualty. He man- 
aged to get his car far enough out of 
the garage to block the alley, figuring 
of course, the neighbors would shovel 
it on out to the street to clear the 
alley. But it didn’t work—they all 
went the other way. After several days 
of patient and, hard work he finally 
got it shoveled out. 


Beatrice Traffic Department 


It seems week-ends were spent vari- 
ous places this time. Norma Tachovsky 
visited in Fairbury, Wilma Grupe vis- 
ited in Tecumseh and Pawnee City, 
while Norma Jean Gilham spent the 
time in Kansas visiting her sister, Mrs. 
Edward Cass. . .. New local students 
include Helen Vasey and Lucile Rich- 
ardson. . .. Yvonne Norton has left 
us to become a member of the U. S. 
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Nurse Cadet Corps. ... Pauline Bott;of H. F. Apking and Francis Darnold. 


has returned to work with us after | 
spending the past several months in| 
Texas. 
Burchard 
Lois Sehutz spent the week-end of | 
January 29 and February 19 at her | 
home in Steinauer. 
Cook 
Mary Estes’ sister from Kansas City | 
spent the week-end of February 12 with | 
her at Cook. 
Crab Orchard 
Mrs. Jessie Bryson has returned to 
work after several weeks absence... . 
Lillian Campbell visited in Beatrice, | 
February 8. 


{ 


Fairbury | 
; that vacations have started | 


| 


; year with Dorcas Slater eee 


i the first — she is spending the time 
at home. Marjorie Heidelk is on the | 
ist with a severe case of ton- | 


is spending some | 
\ 
| 


Rae Harris 
time in Rochester, Minnesota with rel- | 
atives. Mary Jackson and Thelma | 
Stych visited in Lincoln, February 14. | 
. Martha Ehlers underwent a ton- | 
sillectomy at Manhattan, Kansas, Feb- | 
ruary 18. Edna Bast spent the 
week-end of January 30 in Wichita. 
. Mrs. Helen Hummel, a former op- 
erator visited our office this month. | 
She is making her home in New Or- 
leans, Louisiana at the present time. 


Humboldi 
Willistine Clark visited relatives 
near Bern, Kansas, February 6. 


Emma Lee King spent January 29 and 
30 in Kansas City visiting friends. ... 
Mrs. Lee Padget nee Harriette Slagle | 
of St. Joseph, was an office visitor 
January 28. 


Steinauer 


the week of January 31 with her sister, 
Bridget Divis. 
Sterling 


Mabel Weyers was an office visitor 


this month. 

Table Rock 
Pearl Freeman was a visitor in Hum- 

boldt, January 21. 
Tecumseh 
Hazel Nichols was an Auburn visitor 
during the week of January 24... 
June Nichols visited her mother, Mrs. 
Nichols. over the week-end of 
January 22 and February 5... . Golda 
Thompson’s daughter, Mauryn, of 
Omaha, spent a few days in Tecumseh. 
’ Jack Fowler has been confined to | 
home with a severe case of ton- | 
} 


sillitis. 


Mazel 
Paze: 


—T 
Liis 


Western | 


Sarah Mussman, chief operator- | 


... Merle Spangler, operator, resigned 
January 25 to go to Topeka... . It 
Seems the mumps are getting to be 
quite popular around the office as Mil- 
dred Mouden, Gladys Stiers and Irene 
Merrill have contacted them... . Birth- 
day greetings to the following girls that 
had birthdays in February: Phyllis 
Fellows, Adelaide Bishop, Ardeen Hoff- 
erber, Jean Sole and Marian Hillgren. 


Hastings Commercial Department 


Mrs. Alma Herzog, commercial clerk, 
left January 30 for Washington, D. C. 
to be with her husband who is attend- 
ing a Naval school there. During her 
absence, Lois Lindstrom helped out 
through the discount period. Mrs. 
Lamoine Stiner, former employee, will 
start to work February 28 and help us 
out until Mrs. Herzog returns. ... Who 
is Maizie Morganthau, alias Silver 
Packin’ Pappa, seen around this office 
on the twenty-first of this month? It’s 
the one and the same who signs “JWD” 
on contract cards. ... WANTED! One 
house on or before May 14. Write, wire 
or call ‘“Bee’’ Rohrer, cashier. 


Hastings Plani Depariment 


Well, vacation season seems to be 
upon us again. At this writing, Lois 
Lindstrom is taking a week of her va- 
cation. According to the grapevine, 
she is spending her time visiting rela- 
tives and friends in Lincoln... . “Doc- 
tor Cob’ Wilson is very busy installing 
PBX positions at the various air bases 
and hunting for King Edward cigars. 
One day “Doc” left the office asking 
the boys to pick up some King Edwards 
if they could. During the day, a ship- 
ment of cigars hit Hastings and when 
Doc returned that evening the boys 
had picked up some 150 cigars. They 
say that Doc had enough cigars to last 
him at least a week. At any rate, Doc 
is again on the hunt for King Edwards. 
. . Capt. Thad Cone honored his old 
time friends with a spare moment while 
on business at the Harvard Air Base. 
Before taking over his work in the 
Army, he was employed in the con- 
struction department. ... During the 
month, Paul Schmeltzer and Clyde 
Boyles were in town to see if they 
could string some cable to the housing 
areas. . .. Jerry Miller spent a few 
hours in the Hastings office during the 
past month. Hurry back, Jerry, when 
you can stay longer. At this 
writing, Bud Miller is coming along 
fine. In fact, he is supposed to be al- 
lowed to get out of bed February 27 
and try his sea legs. ... That again 
brings us to the end of this “much ado 
about nothing.” 

Hastings Traffic Department 


Looking down the board through the 
maze of plugs, wires, etc., your re- 
porter sees the various new faces 
among whom are Mrs. Clara Cole, Mrs. 


cashier, left February 20 for Marysville, | Josephine Tieskoetter, and Mrs. Ruth 


California to visit her husband who is |} 


stationed at Camp Beale. 
Wilber 


Anna Aden spent the | 
week-end of February 19 in Omaha) 
with their sister, Mrs. George Lloyd | 
and family. . . We've noticed Lumir 
Vosika carrying home pineapple juice | 
and Lloyd Miller mentioning dreamily 
the time he used to strum the guitar. 
Now we know the reason. Mary Helen 
Kozak is the recipient of a box from 
the South Pacific containing a grass | 
skirt and a booklet describing six dif- | 
ferent dances that are appropriate | 
when one wears a grass skirt. Some- 
body suggested that it would be swell 
for picnics and we agree because it 
would certainly baffle the ants — they 
wouldn't be able to tell where the real 
grass left off and the skirt began. Then | 
there occurs to us the thought of just 
what a hungry cow’s reaction might be 
to that particular type of hay. ... You 
can imagine our surprise when Lavina 
McElroy turned up without a voice re- | 
cently. Of course customers calling at | 
the office are talked “softly” to, but | 
when the telephone rings an interesting | 
situation is created. This brings one 
of the cruel things about the war right | 
home to us. Lavina’s husband is away 
with the Army and can’t take advan- | 
tage of the situation. 


| 
Western District 


Betiy Hager, Associate Editor 
Geneva 
A new position was added to the 
switchboard at the Fairmont Army Alr | 
Field this month by the capable hands 


} 


Amelia and 


Year, 


Compton; also Linda Bartels, Alma 
| Arends, Josephine Conradt, Bernice 
'Parr, and Chloe Ramseier. . Did 


anyone or everyone see Betty Larson’s 
third finger, left hand? Yes, Valen- 
tine’s Day and to think this is Leap 
too! ... Why does Mrs. Helen 
Nowka have that twinkle in her eyes? 


Well, ‘he’ is home. The sun has been 
shining these four days. 


Did I say 
LaVeta Hajny fell 
down. These icy streets certainly 
change one’s equilibrium. What with 
broken clock and all, there was Hajny 
spread all over the sidewalk. .. . 
Darlene Froschheuser, Norma Turner 
and Mrs. Gwen Jackson still hold their 
daily picnics. To look at those gals 
eat, one would never realize there was 
a food shortage. . .. Then there’s the 
story of Mrs. Stephenson’s optimistic 
husband who sent her a gala two-piece 
from Hawaii, none the less. What with 
all those grass skirts. ...A few of our 
girls have experienced the sure cure 
for tardiness by being honored as as- 
signees to the midnight shift. Here 
they’re now dubbed as the “ar bu tis 
girls.” ... Mrs. Marie Stevens, our iron 


| hand supervisor, can’t seem to get any 


relief, even on relief, what with spend- 
ing all her time telling Georgie what 
to do. Hold him down gal!... Amongst 
your reporter’s ana are two items 
which must not go unpublished. First, 
Mrs. Irene Combs, our cheerful and 
tireless compatriot as bond sales man- 
ager, discovered, while toiling at the 
adding machine, we had exceeded our 
bond quota sales. The startling feature 
was, however, that as she cleared the 
machine for total, it broke. We can 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


7K ARE delighted with letters and cards received 
from our employees in military service acknowledg- 
ing receipt of the Christmas package and the $25.00 “K” 


Bond which the Company sent to each 
We wish the 


one for Christmas. 
gifts might have been more 


These missives sound so genuine and 
contain so many interesting items that 


we are arranging to print 


general distribution to all employees. 


The entire organization is 


interested in the welfare of all our 
group who are helping win the war by 
active service in any branch of the 


military. 


generous. 


them for 


intensely 


At least two of our boys were in the terrible battle of 


Tarawa—both escaped injury. 


Others have been in 


battles in the Solomons, at Guadalcanal, on New Guinea, 
and several have been at the front in the Italian cam- 
paign. When we think what these boys are going through 
over there, we feel humiliated to even consider our small 
“troubles” or controversies here as important. 

Let's “Back the Attack” on the home front patrioti- 


eally and without complaint. 


—J. H. AGEE. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


imagine the expression on her face. 
Had Irene hit the lever a little harder 
ue probably could have doubled the 
sales. . . . Second, Marie Pearson, our 
assistant chief operator, on a cold 
morning donned her boots to prevent 
the icy blasts from biting her ‘“toot- 
sies."" In her mad scramble to get to 
the office promptly (let that be an ex- 
ample) she picked up a pair of brown 
shoes to use at the office. Say, Pear- 
son, is your face red? Imagine her de- 
jected expression as she reached for 
one pump and one oxford after un- 
lacing her boots in the dressing room. 
Dejected? Why, she was horrified to 
note that both were for the same foot. 
Pearson now sets the styles in foot- 
wear at the office. What the well dressed 
operator will wear. Give me my boots 
and saddles! ! Gwen McCombs 
marries Marvin Jackson! The judge 
was Sleeping peaceful like at 3:20 A. M. 
A loud knock came to his door. Anxious 
to make a five spot, he willingly put 
the ball and chain around our happy 
couple, so to speak. That goes to prove 
how hard up these Kansas judges are. 
Good luck, Mac! Loads of happiness, 
too. . . . Oleta Wicker is visiting her 
mother in Lincoln who has undergone 
an operation. Minnie Schlitt is 
playing hostess to her brother, home 
from New York on a much needed fur- 


lough. ... Frieda Hoffman, visited her 
nephew home on furlough at North 
Platte. ... We couldn't hold Mrs. Mary 


Bates down the other day when hubby 
called her from the coast after eighteen 
months in the Aleutians. ... Interest- 
ing, too, is the arrival of Kathleen 
Sherman’s fiance from the South Pa- 
cific after two years. For whom the 
bells toll! !...Gosh, kids, there’s those 
blinking lights again and amidst all 
these plugs, wires, etc., your reporter 
takes leave. Watch your column again 
next time for the sharp news while it 
is still keen. In the meantime, read 
your ‘“‘Telephone News,” gain interest, 
it is yours and you're a part of it. Unity 
and satisfaction is production. Let’s 
keep it up midst mirth and laughter. 


Hebron 


It seems furloughs are the order of 
the day. Ruth Rittenhouse’s brothers, 
Sgt. Eugene McDonald and T/5 Allan 
McDonald have been visiting with 
home folks. Ruth has four brothers in 
the service. ... Fred Apking also had 
a short visit with his son, Edgar, of 
the Seabees. Ed is stationed at Camp 
| Peery, Virgina. 


Polk 


Loneta Anderson spent the week-end 
of February 12 visiting with friends in 
Lincoln. . . . Ramona Nelson was in 
York on February 5, shopping; Esther 
McNeely spent February 7 in the same 
city. .. . Hope Bailey visited with her 
parents in Mead over the week-end of 
February 20. ... Loneta Anderson en- 
joyed a visit on February 18 from her 
sailor friend, who is stationed in Brook- 
lyn, New York. 


Superior 


Area Manager Frank F. Kubat at- 
tended the American Legion State con- 
ference in Grand Island, February 22. 
... Wanda Blair is a new local student 
having recently joined the traffic de- 
partment. . . . Nadeen Messersmith is 
a toll student under the able guidance 
of Lois McDowell, the new instructress. 
. Betty Jeppesen spent a day re- 
cently, as well as her money, shopping 
in Hastings. ...R. S. Brewster vis- 
ited this office during the past month. 
.. . Wilma Smith resigned and left for 
Denver to make her home with her 
parents. ... Frances Harmon, chief op- 
erator, spent the week-end of February 
26 visiting friends in Hastings. 

Sutton 


Yessirree, the Sutton office is being 
glamorized. None of us are particularly 
fond of the smell of paint but we 
gladly forget that sickening feeling in 
our stomachs to have our office beauti- 
fied. . . . It seems like there is always 
something said about diamonds in the 
“News” and our office is np exception. 
Catherine Kahm, assistant chief oper- 
ator, happens to be the proud possessor 
of that third finger, left hand decora- 
tion. . . . Grand Island seems to be a 
very interesting place to our chief op- 
erator, as she has other interests there 
besides her sisters. How about it, Edith? 
. . Miriam Griess and Iris Barbee of 
the commercial office spent the week- 
end of February 26 in Hastings shop- 
ping, etc., mostly etcetera. 


York 


When we come to talking about those 
“geniuses” who thrive on their work 
night and day, we must include our 
dear operator, Jean Harter. The story 
is told (according to her pal, Marg 
Mapes) that Jean persisted in pulling 
all the covers on her side of the bed 
on one of our zero nights. Marg lights 
into Jean to get what was rightfully 
her share when Jean says ‘Ah-ah — 
one moment please. . . The latest on 
“Garly” Mehuron is as follows: On a 
cold, cold night, Garly’s telephone rang. 
There was a fire and Garly must be 
notified. The night operator waited 
hours (well, maybe ten minutes) for 
him to answer. According to his ex- 
planation the next day, he had lain in 
bed holding the alarm clock to his 
ear and trying to figure out why it 
kept on ringing. Tell us more, Garly. 
Where were you the night before? ... 
Two of our girls have recently entered 
into the realms of matrimony. Beth 
Mohler, chief operator, was wed to 2nd 
Lt. Raymond Jenkins, while Mary Pitt- 
man walked down the isle with Set. 
Frank Bundy. We congratulate you 
both and wish you a world of happi- 
ness. Before we change the subject, 
we heard tales that Mary could hardly 
say those two important words. “I 
wasn't at all nervous,”’ Mary said, ‘“‘but it 
was an awful time to have laryngitis.”’ 
Beth and Raymond started out right 
by experiencing the familiar housing 
shortage. It seems the bridal suite was 
to be reserved for them but due to the 
unexplained, the tables were turned. 
; We’ve bid farewell to Colette 
Jokerst as she is working temporarily 
|} at Hastings to relieve the shortage of 
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girls there. . . . Velma Garlock is in 
South Dakota visiting her parents, 
while Arlene Anderson is in North 
Carolina visiting her father, Capt. An- 
derson. . .. There are no more low 
spirits for Eleanor Buller and Arideen 
Rhoads. Both girls came beaming to 
work with the wonderful news that 
their ‘‘one and onlys” had arrived 
safely overseas. Buler’s ‘‘Martini’ in 
Italy and Rhoad’s “Verling” in Ice- 
land. . . . Ardith Mason’s “honey” is 
now back in the states and we're bet- 
ting her present title of Miss will not 
remain so for long. How about it, 
Ardith? . .. We pause to welcome a 
new plant man, Bob Tucker, into our 
midst. Hope you like us, Bob... . 
We're also wondering if other telephone 
employees are having trouble with 
their income tax reports? If Alice 
Talbot and Nyla Peters don’t find 
someone with a little extra green stuff, 
they’re afraid the dark circles under 
their eyes will be permanent... . It 
is rumored of late that Bill Mouden, 
Alex Pauley, George Dobson, and Glen 
Stuart all have to change living quar- 
ters by the end of this month. We're 
wondering whether this coincidence is 
of a contagious nature or just one of 
those things. If anyone knows of an 
empty house within 100 miles of York, 
let them know and they’ll invest in a 
helicopter and fly to work everyday. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 

Roy Helfer, county troubleman 
at Fairbury, has been appointed 
as manager at Dunbar. 

An interesting letter has been 
received from Captain Roy Ojers, 
now located at Kyllberg, Ger- 
many, with the army of occupa- 
tion. Capt. Ojers writes that he 
has been through two “drives.” 
The first at St. Mihiel and the 
second at Argonne. The latter 
was a “hot babay,” to use his ex- 
pression. He has had the experi- 
ence of making a survey of the 
German lines under shell fire, 
which he describes as being quite 
interesting. The only Lincoln 
Telephone man he has seen while 
overseas was H. F. McCulla. 

During the blizzard last month, 
the Shickley operating force was 
compelled to remain several days 
with the night operator, who has 
rooms in the back of the exchange 
building. 

F. M. Strasser has returned 
from army service and has been 
appointed manager at University 
Place, having taken up his new 
duties in the latter part of Febru- 
ary. J. L. Lyne has been em- 
ployed in the engineering depart- 
ment following his mustering out 
of the army. 


March Service 


Anniversaries 


Forty-One Years 
F. H. Woods, Lincoln. 
Thitty-Eight Years 
W. C. Lant, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 
Thirty-One Years 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years, 
P. A. Schmeltzer, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Maude C. Davis, Pickrell; John 
Ruppel, Nebraska City. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Elsie Anderson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
H. S. Knudson, L. W. Winscot, 
Lincoln; Belle Meester, Hastings. 
Twenty-Four Years 
F. J. Bettenhausen, Marguerite 
Skaryd, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln; Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Two Years 
Lula A. Kloepper, Lincoln; Mar- 
guerite Lockhart, Syracuse; L. C. 
Williams, Stromsburg. 
Twenty-One Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Dewey D. Eckles, Nelson. 
Eighteen Years 
D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Martha Borin, Mina Schmidt, 
Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
H. W. Stroup, Military Service. 
Fifteen Years 
Vera Clark, Auburn; P. J. Guel- 
ker, Lincoln; Mollie McKnight, 
Table Rock. 
Fourteen Years 
Madeline Troudt, Superior. 
Thirteen Years 
Irene Lind, Stromsburg. 
Eleven’ Years 
Ruth Maier, Louisville. 
Ten Years 
Ethyl Armstrong, Ashland; W. 
F. Grant, Beatrice; J. H. Roland, 
Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Helen Wehmer, Sterling. 
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“Happiness Ahead” 


GT. RUTH E. TRUTNA, em- 

ployee in Service, and Ist 
Lt. W. E. Barnard, were united 
in marriage at the Congrega- 
tional church at Wahoo, on 
February 27. The couple will 
make their home in Orlando, 
Florida, where they both are 
stationed. Before joining the 
WAC’s, Ruth was employed in 
our traffic department at Wa- 
hoo. 

eo °@ 

Ruth Schulte, local traffic 
department, was married on 
February 19, to Don V. Shoe- 
maker. The wedding took 
place at the American Luther- 
an church, Lincoln. 

e® @ 

Frances G, Hutchens, chief 
operator at Geneva, and Law- 
rence H. Ebbeka, were mar- 
ried on February 18, at the St. 
Paul Methodist church in Lin- 
coln. The ceremony was per- 
formed by Rev. Gerald Ken- 
nedy. 

e @ 

Gwen McCombs, of the Has- 
tings traffic department, was 
married to Pvt. Marvin Jack- 
son on January 23 at Phillips- 
burg, Kansas. Pvt. Jackson is 
stationed at Fort McClellen, 
Alabama. 

e® @ 

Josephine Andres, cashier 
at Hebron, and Everett Ren- 
cken were married February 
2. at Scandia, Kansas, in the 
Lutheran church. Rev. Pear- 
son officiated. 


eo @ 

On February 11, Mary Pitt- 
man of the York traffic de- 
partment and Sgt. Frank 
Bundy of the Fairmont Air 
Base were united in marriage 
at the Catholic church in York. 
The couple is living in York. 

e® @ 

Elizabeth Mohler, chief op- 
erator at York, and Lt. Ray- 
mond Jenkins were married 
February 2 in the United 
Brethren church in York. Lt. 
Jenkins, formerly of York, is 
stationed at Fort Knox, Ken- 
tucky. 


Lt. Earl McKenna 
Missing In Action 


ORD was received on Feb- 

ruary 26 by Mr. and Mrs. 
K. A. McKenna that their son, 
Second Lieutenant Earl Mc- 
Kenna had been reported 
missing in action over Ger- 
many, February 10. 

Lt. McKenna was a bom- 
bardier on a Flying Fortress 
and had been in England with 
the Eighth air force since De- 
cember, 1943. The date of ac- 
tion coincides with the recent 
huge allied raids on Frank- 
fort and Brunswick. 
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Amelia Aden Retires As 
Wilber Chief Operator 


HE retirement, on March 1, 

of Amelia Aden, chief op- 
erator, Wilber, brought to a 
close one of the _ longest 
unbroken, ac- . 
tive service 
records in our 
organization. 
Miss Aden 
began her ca- 
reer as opera- 
tor with the 
Nebraska 
Telephone 
Company at 
their Uni- 
versity Place 
exchange on March 1, 1906. 
She served with that company 
until it was purchased and 
consolidated with the Lincoln 
Telephone Company ’s ex- 
change in 1912. She con- 
tinued with the Lincoln Com- 
pany, as operator at Univer- 
sity Place until that exchange 
was cut to automatic equip- 
ment in April, 1923, when she 
was transferred to the Lin- 
coln traffic department. 

In July, 1923 she went to 
Wahoo, where she served as 
chief operator until May, 1933, 
when she accepted a similar 
position at Wilber. With her 
sister, Anna, and her mother, 
since deceased, she established 
the home there at that time 
and it is her present intention 
to put in full time to the job of 
housekeeping. Anne Aden 
succeeds her to the position of 
chief operator at Wilber. 


Amelia Aden 


“Journey's End’ 


MRS. JEANETTE ANDER- 
SON, grandmother of Betty 
Roeder, local commercial 
office, was fatally burned on 
February 17. Funeral serv- 
ices were held in Lincoln at 
Wadlows and burial was at 
Ansley, Nebraska. 


MRS. ADAM BRENDLE, 
Hickman, passed away Sun- 
day, January 2, 1944. Serv- 
ices were held at the Pres- 
byterian church in Hickman 
on January 5. Deceased was 
the mother of Roy Brendle 
of the service department. 


MR. YOST, father of Rogene 
Yost of the Hastings traffic 
department, passed away at 
his home in Sutton on Feb- 
ruary 20. Services were held 
in Sutton on February 23. 


DAVID ALLEN METCALF, 


infant son of Milton Metcalf 
switchroom employee, 
passed away at Bryan Me- 
morial hospital Wednesday, 
March 8, 1944. Private serv- 


ices were held at Roper and: 


Sons Mortuary. 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


February, 1944 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


EASTERN DISTRICT— 


David City 
Nebraska City 
Plattsmouth 


Beatrice 
Fairbury 
Tecumseh 


Osceola 
Superior 


Totals 


Total company stations as of February 29, 1944 


Gain or Loss 
Since 
January 1, 1944 


Pe 259 


for 


15 
D9 
71 
67 
23 
231 


42, 
93 
19 
40 
35 
78 
86 
393 


1,080 
71,486 


et eee ——-y 
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Seaton Appointed Per- 
sonnel Superintendent 


Flora Johnston Retires 


+r 


QUPERV ISION of personnel 
\ activities was placed un-| 
der the direction of Guy O.| 
Seaton on April 3 according 
to an announcement by J. H. 
Agee, vice-president and gen- | 
eral manager. 
Mr. aad 
new position | 
will cover the | 
entire field of | 
employee ac- | 
tivities and 

will incorpor- 

ate the duties 

formerly per- | 
formed by | ; 4 
Flora Johns- | 
ton. whoisre- Guy O. Seaton | 
tiring as personnel director. 
The responsibilities of man- 
ager of the securities depart- 
ment will be retained in Mr. 
Seaton’s hands. 

Mr. Seaton has taken an 
active interest and part in em- 
ployee problems and affairs 
for a number of years. He 
was instrumental in organiz- | 
ing the Employee’s Coopera- 
tive Credit Association and) 
the Telephone Employee Mu- 
tual Benefit Association and 
has devoted much of his time 
to their subsequent operations. 
His efforts to be helpful to) 
those in need of advice and | 
counsel have been without 
reservation, and he holds a) 
_. place of re- 
ispect and. 
| friendship 
si among all 
'with whom 
| he has had! 
| contact. 
& In his new) 

fe position he 
fees!) will have the 
, Mm distinction of 
having one of | 
the longest| 
titles on record, “Superintend- | 
ent of Personnel Activities and | 
Manager of the Securities De- | 
partment.” For his sake, we} 
hope that the hours he will 
have to put in will not in pro- 
portion to the description of 
his duties. | 

Miss Johnston will sal 

| 


—————— 


Flora Johnston 


| 


from active duty after more 
than twenty-four years of con- | 
tinuous employment with the! 
Company. During her term | 
of service she has acted as sec- | 
retary to General Manager i, | 
E. Hurtz, General Manager 
R. EH. Mattison and Personnel 
Director L. C. Oberlies. For | 
the past few years she has 
been in charge_of the person-_| 
nel office. 

In making the announce- 
ment Mr. Agee said in part: | 
“While we regret the retire-| 
ment of Miss Johnston, who | 
has been so loyal and faithful 
in her long years of employ- 
ment with the Company, we 
know everyone will join in| 
wishing her many years of 
continued health and happi- 
ness.” We are certain that 
these sentiments are echoed 
by her many friends through- 
out the organization. 

For a time, Miss Johnston 
will remain to assist Mr. | 
Seaton in taking over the re-| 
sponsibilities of personnel activi- | 
ties. Additional space has been | 
provided in Room 219 of the Gen- | 
eral Office Building for library | 
and other facilities for employees | 
although Mr. Seaton will continue | 
his office in its present location | 
in the Securities Department. 


‘ceived with 


Remember Our 


Friends In Service 
QINCE the outbreak of hos- 


tilities 119 employees, four 
women and 115 men, have an- 
swered the call to the flag. 
Five of these have since been 
released from military duty 
for reasons of health or age. 
The Company is honored to be 
represented by this group and 


‘is proud of the part they are 
playing in the inevitable tri- 


umph for the forces of good 


-and humanitarianism. 


The sacrifices that they 


@| have made and are making for 
| the rest of us are appreciated 


more than we can express and 


"| we want them to know it. 
| They are as much a part of 
| the telephone family as those 
of us still carrying on the ac- 


tivities of the business, in fact, 
a most important part, and we 
are all looking forward to the 
day when we can welcome 
them back to their accustomed 
places among us. 

Those who are away tell us 
that one of the most important 
things in life is to receive 
something from home, a letter, 
a package, or a bit of news. 


And since they have been gone 


a constant and cordial inter- 
change of correspondence has 


taken place. We certainly en- 
joy hearing from them and the 
“News” has published many 
‘items received from the folks 


in service. 

At Christmas time gift pack- 
ages including useful articles 
and sweets of various kinds to- 
gether with a $25.00 war bond 


‘was sent to each employee in 


These were re- 

such genuine 
pleasure, judging from the 
spontaneous response in the 


the service. 


flood of letters received, that 


the Company decided that the 
folks under the colors should 


be remembered throughout 


the year. Accordingly, gift 


_packages appropriate for the 


spring season have been made 
up and sent to each service 
employee. 

We sincerely hope that they 
will add a bit of happiness 
and enjoyment to those of the 


“family” who are temporarily 
away from home. 


Western District Makes 
Organization Changes 


Tia and Deweese ex- 
changes were transferred 
from the Sutton Area to the 
Superior Area on April 1 in 
respect to plant and commer- 
cial responsibilities. At the 
present time plans are being 
made for the conversion of 
Deweese to dial operation. The 
principal job of assembly has 
been completed by George 
Keith, installation foreman, 
and the work will be finished 
when pending equipment is 


received. Long distance opera- 
tion will be handled through 


Hdgar to the Superior toll 
center. 

Also on April 1 the respon- 
sibility for the Bruning Air 


Base was transferred from the 
Geneva Area to the Hebron 


Area. Formerly both the 
Bruning and Fairmont bases 
were operated from Geneva 
where Charlie Crew, area 
manager, has done a splendid 
job in coordinating the many 
responsibilities of supervision 
with the requirements of the 
Army. The present move is de- 
signed to equalize the responsi- 
bility and facilitate supervision. 


Lincoln, Nebraska, April, 1944 


Traffic Department 
'Changes 


"puE Traffic Department an- 
|“ nounces the following 
changes in personnel for the 
month of March: Mrs. Edna 
Pflughaupt was appointed 
chief operator at York replac- 
ing Mrs. Elizabeth Jenkins, re- 
signed. Mrs. Jenkins is now 
making her home in Kentucky. 
Lela Watson was appointed 
assistant chief operator to re- 
place Mrs. Pflughaupt. At 
Geneva, Helen A. Aderman 
was named chief operator to 
fill the vacancy left by the 
resignation of Mrs. Frances 
Ebbeka. Clarabelle Schroll, a 
former operator at Fairbury 
and Lincoln was employed as 
stenographer and clerk in the 
Lincoln general traffic office 
to take the place of Dorothy 
Summers, resigned. 


Howard Culver Dies 
In California 


WORD was received by 
Ralph Culver, Lincoln 
Construction Department, 
that his brother, Howard, had 
died suddenly in California 
from a heart attack on April 9. 
Howard was employed in the 
Lincoln Accounting Depart- 
ment as payroll clerk until 
June, 1940 when he resigned 
to move to El Hambra, Cali- 
fornia He was manager of a 
department at Sears Roebuck 
and Company at the time of 
his death Howard had made 
‘numerous friends during his 
employment here and _ the 
news of his passing has come 
as a profound shock. The 
“News” extends sincere sym- 
pathy to the bereaved rela- 
tives and friends. 


Dorland Even Has 
Wahoo Babies 


Telephone Minded 


. L. DORLAND, area man- 

ager at Wahoo, reports 
that a request was made re- 
cently for the purchase of a 
used telephone. Inquiry re- 
vealed that the lady wanted 
the extra set for her baby to 
play with so that he would 
leave the regular instrument 
alone. The baby did not seem 
to have any toys that fasci- 
nated him as much as the 
working telephone. Of course, 
Ed explained the telephone 
shortage and sent the lady on 
her way empty handed. We 
might suggest, Ed, that she 
give the child a toy gun and 
let him imagine that he is in 
the infantry. 


War Bond Purchases 
Lauded by War Finance 
Committee 


HE contribution of em- 

ployees to the Fourth War 
Loan effort was highly com- 
mended in a letter to Mr. 
Agee by Mr. H. L. Dempster, 
chairman of the Industrial Di- 
vision of the Nebraska War 
Finance Committee. Mr. 
Dempster’s letter follows: 

“T want to thank your firm 
and its employees for their 
splendid contribution to the 
Fourth War Loan effort.” 

“The fact that 1,079 of your 


employees purchased $77,506! 


in War Bonds, through cash 
sales and regular payroll de- 
ductions, indicates that a very 
fine job was done by all of 
your employees. It is also in- 
teresting to note that you 
nearly doubled your accepted 
quota of $40,462. 

“T was extremely interested 
in your February Payroll Sav- 
ings report which indicates 
that your employees are 100% 
on the Plan and, for the 
month of February, were well 
in excess of 10% in deductions. 
I wonder if this report coin- 
cides with the March report? 
If deductions stayed at the 
10% level in March, you most 
certainly are entitled to the 
Treasury Department “T” 
Flag and to the special Treas- 
ury citation which are 
awarded to firms where em- 
ployees’ participation is above 
the 90% mark and where de- 
ductions average 10% of total 
monthly payroll. 

“I would appreciate very 
much receiving your March 
report and I hope that we can 
award your employees the “T’ 
Flag in the very near future.” 

Our employees’ participation 
is above the 90% mark as re- 
quired for the citation, but our 
deductions for war bonds 
average about 7.3% of the total 
monthly payroll or 2.7% less 
than the necessary amount. It 
would be a real tribute to the 
employees and to. the organ- 
ization if the 10% deduction 
goal could be reached enabl- 
ing us to receive this special 
award. 


Reported Missing 


In Action 
T. J. A. MERRIMAN, hus- 
band of Mrs. Gertrude 


Merriman of the Lincoln busi- 
ness office, was reported miss- 
ing in action over Germany 
on March 8, while piloting a 
bomber in a raid presumably 
on Berlin. This date coincides 
with reports of considerable 
activity over that area. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS-— 


6 soe General Manager has quite faithfully prepared 
items which he hoped would be of general interest 
from month to month for the past couple of years, 
which have appeared in this space. 


May issue. 


take a turn at it. 
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helpful to all of us. 


We have enjoyed preparing our 


We now announce a change in this 
plan. President Woods will write the 
item which appears in this space in the 
After that, Superintend- 
ents and Department Heads will each 
In this manner we 

hope to present the views of the operat- 

ing staff on matters of Company policy 
‘| and practice, in a way which will be 


contribution each month, but we are sure this proposed 


change will be an improvement. 


—J. H. AGEE. 


Number 4 


Annual Report Reviews Operations for 1943 


Year Shows Gain in Revenue; Increase in Expenses. 
Non-recurring War Time Revenue Important Factor. 


ee annual report of Company operations was issued by 
President F. H. Woods for the Board of Directors on March 
15, 1944. The report reviewed the year 1943 for the in- 
formation of employees, stockholders, telephone users and 


the public. 


The report reflected a gain in revenue chiefly in toll busi- 
ness, and an off-setting increase in expenses principally 


from higher payrolls and increased taxes. 


Both were due 


largely to the acceleration brought about by the impact 


of our second year at war. 

It was emphasized that 
much of the revenue increase 
resulted from the construction 
and operation of war plants 
and the production of war ma- 
terials, and from the personal 
messages of troops at the vari- 
ous military establishments. 
Much of this, of course, is of a 
temporary and non-recurring 
nature. 

A detailed discussion of 
these and other factors affect- 
ing Company operations was 
contained in the report, part 
of which is quoted as follows: 

“The second year of national 
war effort has produced the 
same reflections in the Com- 
pany’s activities and results as 
did the first such year, but to 
even greater extent. The fi- 
nancial results obtained, while 
considered satisfactory under 
the circumstances; disclose 
important problems to be met 
in the post-war period.” 

“The Company now serves 
70,406. telephones, a gain for 
the year of 3,942. These added 
stations were the result of 21,- 
496 installations and 17,554 
removals. While few of the 
Company’s 121 exchanges 
showed station losses for the 
year, the net gain was spotted, 
occurring mostly in exchanges 
serving war plants and those 
reflecting war activities. A 
noteworthy factor in the total 
station gain was an increase of 
983 rural stations.” 

“Toll service revenues in- 
creased $285,765 over last year, 
marking the greatest gain and 
largest revenue from long-dis- 
tance service in Company his- 
tory. This bulge in business 
is directly attributable to war. 

“From all sources total rev- 
enues exceeded those of last 
year by $350,326. This in- 
crease was absorbed by an in- 
crease of $184,719 in payrolls, 
higher taxes amounting to 
$69,320 and the reservation of 
a conservative amount for 
deferred maintenance and 
other contingent items. The 
net results, comparable with 
other years, continue to repre- 
sent an undesirably small 
margin in view of the reduc- 
tions in income which now ap- 
pear probable when revenues 
resulting directly from war ac- 
tivities will not be available.” 

“Payrolls have risen sharp- 
ly. The overall payroll of $1,- 
965,917 was 13% above the 
payroll for 1942 and in that 
year the increase was 12% 
above the 1941 payroll, with 
little variation in number of 
employees for the three 
years.” 

“The tax burden continues 
to mount. The direct taxes for 
the year were more than $8.00 
per telephone and over $500.00 
per employee. These taxes 
were $590,643 in 1943, an in- 
crease of $69,320 or 13% over 
last year. They absorbed 17% 
of all revenues and 58% of 
net operating income. In ad- 


dition to taxes directly paid, 


many other taxes are reflected 
indirectly in the costs of busi- 
ness conduct.” 

“The year’s construction 
program has necessarily been 
limited by the continuation of 
restrictions upon the use of 
materials’ and equipment im- 
posed by the War Production 
Board.” 

“Under military contract, 
telephone system installations 
were made at the Bruning, 
Fairmont and Harvard air 
bases, with incidental trunk 
cables to Company exchanges 
at those towns. Further toll 
circuit provisions were re- 
quired and made at these and 
other points. Additional efa- 
cilities were provided at the 
Lincoln Army Air Field. 

“The Garland exchange was 
converted to mechanical op- 
eration by the use of equip- 
ment on hand. Manufacturers 
are now engaged almost ex- 
clusively with production for 
military purposes. Telephones 
for civilian use were not made 
this year. In consequence, the 


installation of residence ex- | 


tension telephones was gen- 
erally prohibited.” 

“With accruals exceeding 
charges, the depreciation re- 
serve continues to increase. 
Under present restrictions, re- 
tirements of property in con- 
nection with replacements are 
nearly at a_ standstill. Re- 
covered materials, ordinarily 


not fitted for economical re- © 


use, are now salvaged with un- 
usual credit to the reserve.” 
“At the year end, 110 em- 
ployees were in military serv- 
ice. Of this number four were 
women. Close contact has 
been maintained with them so 
far as possible. Most of them 
are in correspondence with as- 
sociates here, they receive the 
monthly Lincoln Telephone 
News and were especially re- 
membered at Christmas time. 
Those on the home front have 
responded cheerfully to ap- 
peals for community and war 
fund chests and are making 
liberal war bond purchases. 
Ninety-seven per cent of em- 
ployees are now buying bonds 
through the _ payroll-deduc- 
tion plan under which ar- 
rangement subscriptions for 
$114,275 in purchase price 
were made. This amount rep- 
resents 7.3% of payrolls. 
“Few replacements of men 
in military service have been 
made. Under current condi- 
tions construction force re- 
quirements are less than un- 
der normal circumstances. But 
with reference to total em- 
ployees, this reduction is off- 
set by the necessity for addi- 
tional women operators re- 
quired to handle the increased 
toll traffic load. In conse- 
quence the proportion of wom- 


See “ANNUAL REPORT” 
Page 2, Col. 3 
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“Cut of Onder” 


ITH this issue is inaugurated the column which we have chosen 

to call “Out of Order.” This name was selected after due specula- 
tion for two reasons. First, because it is a telephone term meaning 
something that is haywire, cockeyed and completely out of kilter in 
general; and second, because it is a parliamentary phrase meaning 
that someone is speaking out of turn without official recognition and 
usually on a subject concerning which he has scant information or 
knows nothing at all and which probably is none of his business in 
the first place. 

We were horrified at the agreeable reaction received from alleged 
friends when this line of thought was explained. Practically without 
exception all those whose opinions we value thought it was appropri- 
ate. Others, including Art Smith, Carl Ahl and George Dobson, were 
without comment. 


——— _———$$ 


Speaking of Dobson, he seemed to be right in form at the recent 
supervisors meeting when he was heard to relate at regular five 
minute intervals the following hideous “joke”: ‘“‘The high priest was 
intoning noon-day prayers in the Mosque, ‘There is one God, and 
Mahomet is his prophet.’ Suddenly a voice cut in, ‘He is not.’ The 
faithful turned to see one small yellow face among the congregation 
ef brown faces. The high priest turned purple with rage and boomed, 
‘There seems to be a little Confucian here.’ ” 


The “Red Face Department” was ushered in with due ceremony 
with the first issue of the ‘““News” last month when we came up with 
our first but certainly not the last “fox pass.” Our secretary- 
treasurer, Mr. H. W. Potter was listed inadvertently as ‘““H. W. Porter.” 
We really are very sorry, Mr. Potter, and will guarantee to check your 
name with scrupulous care hereafter. Just in passing, we might 
mention that certainly nobody could successfully accuse us of pick- 
ing on someone who wasn’t an official. We went right up among the 
top flight officers. Too bad it couldn’t have been somebody like Ace 
Waters. 


Mrs. Watson asked us to run the following notice in connection 
with the cafeteria bill of fare: “We now have a fresh assortment of 
applies, nuts, and fruit cake. First come, first served. The early bird 
gets the worm.” 


A bit of the pathos and drama which the grim God of Mars 
weaves into the complex scenario of war time existence was brought 
forcefully into the experience of E.M. 2/c W. W. “Bud” Eden of the 
“SeaBees” recently. (Date is omitted for reasons of military secrecy.) 
“Bud” had been stationed at Camp Hanneme, California during his 
initial training period and Mrs. Eden had gone to the coast to be with 
him until his departure overseas. The Edens were expecting their 
second “Blessed Event” and as time wore on it became increasingly 
apparent that if Bud was to see the new arrival before his embarka- 
tion date the stork would have to do some mighty fancy maneuvering. 

Came the day for the departure and “Bud” was informed that 
his baby probably would be born on the same date. Naturally, he 
was beside himself with anxiety. He applied for and received an 
emergency pass and was at the hospital when the stork came wheez- 
ing and puffing down the line with his new daughter. He just had 
time to glimpse the baby, kiss his wife goodbye and make a wild 
dash for the ship which he practically caught in the act of raising 
the gang plank. 

However, it all turned out happily. The mother and baby are 
doing nicely. But we will lay no guarantees for the papa. 


We were talking to “Bus” Ryan and Ed Dorland recently and 
both were bemoaning the fact that they had no telephones to install 
and that they were constantly being beset by insistent customers 
clamoring for service. They said they were going to go out and get 
some long flowing beards and black goggles to wear until somebody 
replenished their stock of telephones. Of course, what they do is their 
own business and they can go around disguised if they want to. Off- 
hand, however, it occurs to us that they would do better in keeping 
the customers away if they just showed them their bare faces. 


Word has been received through devious channels that Fielding 
Woods, former Lincoln Business Office employee now with the Chesa- 
peake And Potomac Telephone Company, had been promoted. He 
formerly was Unit Manager at Baltimore and in his new position will 
be District Commercial Supervisor at Annapolis. Why this was done 
is not known. We understand that the new field of operations is 
noted particularly for the large and succulent crabs which come out 
of Chesapeake Bay. It is possible that the company decided that his 
personality would be more appropriately represented in the latter 
area. —A.B.G. 


Fred Hall Vice-President! Four Claims Paid 


Fixture Company By Mutual Benefit 


OHN REED of the Supply (incon Employees Mutual 

Department reports receiv- Benefit Association paid 
ee a a e Company in| claims to four members dur- 

ircra ixture Comp in-|. 
dicating that Fred C. Hali has | mS Mar ch for surgery and 
become its vice-president. Fred | hospitalization. The following 
was transportation supervisor members received benefits last 
with our company until No-|month: H. Huddleston, supply 
vember, 1936 when he re-|department, $41.00; Laura 
signed to become a salesman | Sires, accounting department, 
with the American Coach and | $25.00; Clyde Burge, Beatrice 
Body Company of Cleveland.| district manager, $74.00; and 
He has since advanced to his|H. C. Smith, service depart- 
present position. ‘ment, $222.00. 


“ANNUAL REPORT” 

From Page lI, Col. 6 
en employees has increased. In 
the Traffic Department the 
turnover of employees con- 
tinues at high rate and with 
higher than normal costs for 
training and supervision.” 

“Although no post-war re- 
conversion, in the usual sense, 
confronts the telephone busi- 
ness, a difficult situation is in 
prospect to be faced at the end 
of war. The year’s operations 
cannot be reviewed without 
observation of the effect of 
war economy on all phases of 
the Company’s business. The 
high and rising costs of man- 
power and taxes, necessary 
and desirable as may be from 
many viewpoints, can be sus- 
tained at present service rates 
only by the added volume of 
business which the war has 
brought. When this warborn 
business may recede, unless 
such revenues as it has de- 
veloped are otherwise re- 
placed, serious problems and 
important adjustments will 
necessarily follow. From a 
business standpoint, the 
ominous situation of rising 
costs and frozen prices ap- 
pears to lie ahead.” 

“The years results could 
only have been accomplished 
with the continued loyal devo- 
tion to the service of the Com- 
pany’s personnel. Notwith- 
standing their personal prob- 
lems and anxieties, the men 
and women of this essential 
business have served the Com- 
pany and the public with un- 
failing energy and good spirit. 
And there has been a note- 
worthy understanding by the 
public of the problems of the 
service in war-time. Com- 
plaints are negligible. For this 
cooperative attitude, both on 
the part of our own people and 
the public, our appreciation is 
expressed.” 


Happiness Ahead’ 


AXINE Neumann, assist- 
ant chief operator at 
Wymore, and Cpl. William H. 
Pabst were married on March 
7 at the Chapel at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey. The ceremony 
was performed by Chaplain 
Werner G. Krug. 
ee @® 
Lavonne Fox of the Wy- 
more traffic department was 
united in marriage to Fire- 
man 2/c Jack Root, USN on 
February 14 at Marysville, 
Kansas. Judge Pulleine per- 
formed the ceremony. 
| 
| 
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Dorothy Meyer, Nebraska 
City traffic department, and 
William Waters were married 
Thursday, March 2. The cere- 
mony took place in Iowa. 

eo ®@ 

Announcement has been 
made of the wedding of 
Dorothy McKenzie and James 
S. Connors, which took place 
in Hiawatha, Kansas on March 
24. Mrs. Connors is an em- 
ployee of our commercial de- 
partment at Nebraska City. 
Mr. Connors is the brother of 
Ralph Connors, wire chief at 
Nebraska City. 

e @ 

Luella Lenhard, chief oper- 
ator at Burr, resigned her 
work to become the bride of 
Clarence Brinkman. The cere- 
mony took place at Marysville, 
Kansas, an February 19. 


As we go to press, we learn 
‘of the death, following a heart 
attack, of Harold Cunningham, 
‘former chief clerk in the sup- 
ply department. He was a 
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* Service Stars * 
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EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 
THE SERVICE DURING MARCH 


THOMAS H. ROLLER, JR., 
Construction department. 


CECIL G. SMALLEY, 
Construction department. 


WALTER R. WILLCOXON, 
Construction department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES — 114 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 

The construction department 
claims total representation for all 
new servicemen of the month. The 
service flag now contains 119 
stars, five men being returned to 
civilian life by honorary discharge 
because of health or age. 

We recognize the hazards of 
trying to anticipate news happen- 
ings but if all plans proceed as 
per schedule, A/C BERNARD F. 
SAND will be Lieutenant Sand by 
the time this item reaches its pub- 
lic and the Company’s latest com- 
missioned officer will be visiting 
at his home in Nebraska City. 
Bernard is to receive his wings at 
Ellington Field, Texas, on April 
15. 

Things are also “looking up” for 
VERN AMICK, Weeping Water 
plant department, who spent a 
year’s training in the signal corps 
before his transfer into the air 
force. He is now an aviation cadet 
at Luke Field; near Phoenix 
Arizona. 

WM. H. BURT of the construc- 
tion department has been given a 
medical discharge from the sta- 
tion hospital at Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, because of a chronic con- 
dition requiring special food and 
treatment. Bill and his wife are 
making their home at Creighton, 
Nebraska. 

A letter from ERNEST JOHN- 
SON at Farragut indicates that 
while he may not be sure he likes 
the Navy life too well, he is at 
least getting accustomed to it. 
Ernie vows that he stands in line 
for everything except his bed 
which he describes as a lower 
bunk with four feet clearance, 
just enough to give him a terrific 


'wallop on top of the head each 


morning when he jumps up at the 
bugle call. 

Wherever Lt. PHIL GARVEY 
might be, he is sure it isn’t Eng- 
land, for he has heard that one is 
able, with some difficulty, to carry 
on a conversation with the natives 
of that country. Phil’s efforts 
along this line have met with utter 
failure, so he is led to believe that 
he is either in Sicily or Italy. The 
plight of the population, particu- 
larly the complete absence of 
soap, has made quite an impres- 
sion on Phil. The Germans, in 
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their retreat apparently swept the 
countryside clean of the few com- 
modities left to the Italian people. 


An example of the tenacity of 
the Army Postal Service has just 
come to light with the return of 
two envelopes containing the 
March and April, 1943 issues of 
the Telephone News. They were 
addressed to Pfe. HUMPHREY 
ASH, who had, a short time be- 
fore, been discharged from the 
army and returned to work with 
the construction department. It 
should bring hope to those whose 
mail hasn’t caught up with them 
for some time to know of this 
year-long search. Obviously the 
army mail-man doesn’t give up 
easily or quickly. 

A V-mail from “SeaBee” WES- 
LEY HAYES of the construction 
department, tells of his recent 
travels. “I came across on a for- 
mer luxury liner with troops of 
another nation,’ writes Wesley, 
“and have been in Australia and 
New Zealand. Now I am living 
in the jungles of New Guinea.” 


Our lone WAVE, FLORENCE 
STUDER, has completed her boot 
training at Hunter College, N.Y. 
and received her second-class 
rating. She is now assisting with 
WAVE recruiting in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Reports were received during 
March that four more employees 
had left the homeland shores. 
CLOYD BUCKNELL and ERVIN 
KLUNDT received New York 
APO addresses, while WESLEY 
HAYES and VIRGIL WARREN, 
being men of the sea, departed 
from the west coast. 


T/Sgt. GEORGE WASSON and 
T/5 DICK HARTLEY report their 
safe arrival in England, early in 
March. Dick writes home of his 
first impression of the English 
countryside as follows: “‘Today, on 
our first jaunt out of camp, our 
chaplain took a group of us on 
tour of two nearby villages. The 
homes proved to be as ancient and 
quaint as an English Christmas 
card scene. They are all built of 
stone, a limestone formation it 
appeared to be, with few win- 
dows and slate roofs, which have 
become covered, through the 
years, with a heavy growth of 
moss. Around each home is a high 
stone fence and it, too, shows ap- 
pearance of great age with its 
coating of moss. The stores have 
a more modern tone and compare 
with our own, but each village 
had several inns or “pubs,” and 
though I haven’t seen the inside 
of one of them as yet, they too, 
looked as though they would be 
as cozy and quaint as the interiors 
of the homes. We visited two of 
the abbeys, and here I must say 
that the feel of their cold, musty 
antiquity held me simply spell- 
bound. Portions of one abbey 
dated back to the 1200’s when the 
Normans were in sway and it re- 
quired little imagination to feel 
the presences from those historic 
days.” 


Club room heart players began 
to whet their knives upon re- 


ceiving the welcome word that 
DICK LAHR is planning a visit to 
town sometime during April. Dick 
is now at the Army Advanced 
Flying School at La Junta, Colo- 
rado, and,is due to graduate on 
April 18th. 

BOB NELSON, S.2/c, reports 
his assignment to the Naval 
Training School at Oxford Uni- 
versity. He is to specialize, in a 
twenty week’s course in pro- 
cedure, theory, typing and code. 


Some recent address changes: 
Cpl. E. M. BARNEY reported at 
the Army air field at Tonapah, 
Nevada, following his furlough 
spent in Lincoln. Lt. PAUL 
BLACK is now at Cherry Point, 
North Carolina. BOB WOHL- 
BERG, FC 3/c, stopped in Lincoln 
while enroute to Orange, Texas. 
Pvt. HOWARD STACY visited 
with home folks before reporting 
at Camp Campbell, Kentucky. 
Howard. was formerly with an 
ASTU group at Indiana Univer- 
sity. 

Pfc. LELAND RAUCH has been 
stationed in Sicily since last fall. 
He observes a favorable reaction 
of the population to the American 
invader except for the _ time- 
honored and universal inclination 
of the tradesmen to raise their 
prices at the sight of an army uni- 
form. Leland obtained the serv- 
ices of an Italian woman to do 
his laundry, and now finds that he 
is almost included as a member 
of the family. She insists that he 
come over and eat spaghetti 
whenever he has an opportunity. 


Paul Schmeltzer has a recent 
letter from Lt. ART HOLCOMB, 
who writes in part: “When I re- 
turned to camp I learned that I 
was to take over as company com- 
mander, a job which I am sure 
you know is not an easy one. In 
about a week I drew the job of 
going back to Tennessee to re- 
move the outside plant in 22 coun- 
ties that the army has been using 
for maneuvers. So here I am in 
the (censored) mud of Tennessee 
again. Paul, those boys who are 
there, working forty hours a week 
and are home don’t know how 
lucky they are. These men are 
working twelve hours a day in all 
kinds of weather and sleeping in 
the mud up to their knees. When 
we get wet we stay wet and like 
it. We have no tents other than 
pup tents for the men to sleep in, 
so we have no way to get dry.” 


We'd like to ask all employees 
in service to notify the Telephone 
News editor whenever a change 
in their address occurs. It is our 
purpose to maintain a complete 
and current list for the mailing of 
the “News” and for reference by 
the rest of the organization. So 
when mailing out “change of ad- 
dress” cards, please do not fail 
to include this office ... thank 
you! 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


VERN O. AMICK, Pvt. to A/C. 
R. WOHLBERG S. 2/c to FC 3/c. 
R. M. STALL, S. 2/c to RM 3/c. 
F. STUDER, A/S to S. 2/c. 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION’S SERVICE | 
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loyal and exceedingly popular|1. Pvt. Lloyd J..Voter of the Hastings plant department is receiving his basic training at Camp Crowd- 


employee and made many 
‘staunch friends in his 32 years 
of service. He will be missed 
sincerely by all who knew 
him, 


er, Mo. 


2. Cpl. Gene W. Gemmell, construction department, is in the field artillery at Fort Sill, Okla. 


3. Pfc. Moreane Alldritt, formerly chief operator at David City, is stationed at the Army Air Field at 
Newport, Ark. 4. A/C Paul Henson hopes soon to follow his brother Floyd in the wearing of a pilot’s 


wings. He has just returned from his first furlough to Maxwell Field, Ala. 
Nebraska City plant department, receives his wings in mid-April. 


5. A/C Bernard Sand, 


6. Florence Studer, S. 2/c, seems to 


do something toa WAVE uniform. Florence is from the revenue section of the accounting department, 
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Eastern District 
na Francis, Associate Editor 
District Office 

Woe 1S me, 


seems as if the 


rese premises is when someone is! 
Sick. Running true to form we'll let | 
you in on the fact that Roy Carlson is 


again confined to the hospital. From | 
reports he seems to be get- | 
and | 


~~ + 


the latest 
ting along satisfactorily. Hurry 
come back, Roy. we miss you.... [If 
anyone noticed A. S. Keckler strutting 
around recently, it was because he has 
acquired a new son-in-law. His daugh- 
ter Marion is now Mrs. William But- 
ler. Congratulations are in order all 
around. ... While we're speaking of 
marriages, we'll go on to vour former 
associate editor, Phyllis Taylor. The 
‘former’ will also apply to the name 
Taylor now. Phyllis was 


Kendle, U. S. Navy. We know 
young couple will be very happy. 


Beaver Crossing 


Mrs. Edna Kelly, relief operator at. 


, is taking over duties while Mrs. 


. Grubaugh. 


David City 
Who said “no news 
time I open my 
in it. The 
two of the 
leaving the 
to the farm. 


is good news ”’ 


Every 
Size 12’s 
woe is that 
ment 
and 


my reason 
traffic depart- 
first of 

Julia 


are 


going 


be leaving us for her new home which 
is the farm, also to resume her duties 
where she left off. If either of you 


gals need a little help when corn pick- | 
call on us 
fruit. .. . | 
Elaine Sanely has resumed her duties | 


just 
favorite 


ing time comes along 
‘cause corn is our 


aS an operator. Hope you haven’t for- 
gotten how to plug away, Elaine... 
frene Swan, chief operator, Betty 


Northway and Ruby Muller all spent | 
in Lineoln. I) 


one of their days off 
can't for the life of me see why you 
don’t change your itinerary and go to 


some town like —-——— —. Whoops, 
MILITARY SECRET. Now Henrietta | 
Smith has the right idea. She spent a/| 
day in ——CENSORED——. Anything 
interesting there, Henrietta? ... Is 
the sun shining through all of. this | 
naze or is it Andy Holt’s beaming 
countenance? He has every reason to 
expand his already protruding chest. | 
His son has been promoted to Chief 
Petty Officer and he also has a new 
grandson. Cigars would have been 
easier tO pass around (supposing you 
were able to find any of those rare 
tems} than having that party wouldn't 
it, Andy? ... Kenny Richards of our 


plant department was out of the office 
one day last week donating his blood 
for a transfusion. Though Kenny 
claims its blood that flows in his veins, 
confidentially, we think it’s something 
else, (Shhh, it’s lead.) About 
Maren 15, our cashier, Marilynn Behrns, 
was holding her head in her hands and 
to the accompaniment of those sound 
effects known as moans and groans. 
Though she claimed it was her income 
tax that produced those symptoms, we 
found out later it was a tooth. So on 
her day off, she had it pulled and now 
stoutly states that it was much easier 
than having to pay her income tax. 
Move over, chum, that goes for just 
about everyone. 


Louisville 


There doesn’t seem to be much this 
month, but we'll let you in on our one 
“newsy” item. Our chief operator, 
Mary Bornemeier, and her sister, Elsie 
Hornbeck, spent the dav of March 24 
in Lineoln getting in a bit of shopping. 
If I remember correctly, it was an 
awfully windy day for shopping, wasn't 
it, you two? 

Milford 

Oura Smith, of the traffic depart- 
ment, is ill. We're awfully sorry 1o 
hear that Oura, hurry and get well. 

Nebraska City 


Let's 


Start out with a happy note, 
namely the recent marriages of two 
of our girls. Dorothy Meyers, of our 
traffic department, recently became 
the bride of Williams Water. The 
ceremony took place in Iowa. Mrs. 
“W" is leaving for Illinois this week 


to join her husband but she is return- 
ing m about a month, we hope... 


And here is our other Marriage an- 
nouncement, which came as a late 
news flash. Dorothy McKenzie of our 


commercial department exchanged 
VOWS with James S. Connors at a cere- 
mony which took place in Hiawatha, 
Kansas, on March 24. Mr. Connors is 
a United States Navy man, and also 
the brother of Ralph Connors of our 
plant department. Congratulations Mr. 
and Mrs. ‘C” and we wish you every 
happiness in the world... . The traffic 
department gave a handkerchief show- 
er for Edith Rivett who resigned and 
left March 22 for San Diego, California. 


We all wish you lots of luck, Edith, 
and we'll sure miss you. ... Nadine 
Borland and Imo Hurlburt are in- 


structing two new local students, Vera 
Miller and Mary Ross. Here's the wel- 
come mat fer you both. We're glad to 
have you, and here’s lots of luck also. 
Miriam Haase is a new toll stu- 
dent, learning toll of an afternoon and 
going to school of a morning. Really 
doing double duty, aren’t you, Miriam? 
. Velma Abker is on the “sick list.” 


Hiurry and get well, Velma, so you can 
come back to us as we all miss that 
sweet voice and friendly smile.... 


Violet Peterson played hostess recently 
to her brother who was here on a fur- 
lough from Alaska. Learn anything 
new about Iglos or Eskimos, Violet? 

Our assistant chief operator, Eu- 


only | 
» T ever have anything new around | 


married | 
March 19 to Torpedoman Russell James 
this | 


fe all wish you a speedy recov- | 


mouth, I stick | 
for my | 


April | 


Aerts, , 
chief toll instructor, is lucky enough to 


’ | Mrs. 


and dispatch. 


picking out one that he likes. 


no one will mind. 


but just wait until we get television. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


combinationman at Tecumseh, plows the snow looking for “bugs.” 


reports that she went 
to attend the 


1ice Copenhaver, 
'to Wyoming recently 
| wedding of her niece. Run into any 
cowboys and “hossies,”’ Eunice? Me, 
I'll take the horses. ... Marjorie Gess 
‘lets us in on the fact that she spent 
the week-end of March 25 at her home 
in Dunbar. Good old “home sweet 
| heme” huh, Marjorie? Omaha 
|seems to have had Imo Hurlburt for a 
| visitor on March 25. Imo spent the 
|day doing ‘‘this and that.” ...Laurine 
Bremer and Nadine Borland are plan- 
ning on going to Omaha also on Mon- 
| day, March 27, that is, if the weather 
‘permits. (This being Monday the 27th, 
‘it looks like the weather has per- 
'mitted.) Now, for a Lincoln visitor. 
| Lillian Bader, chief operator, spent 
| Friday, March 17, in our fair city... . 
|That seems to be all here this month 
| so we'll go on to Plattsmouth. 

| 


Platitsmouth 


Whadda say we start out with the 
| “least happy” news tid-bits this time. 
| This month finds a case of mumps and 
a fractured ankle (not belonging to 
the same person, however, and also a 
“thank goodness’) and a way-behind 
ease of flu. My, isn’t this cheerful? 
poll bet all of this would make even 
| 

| 


Any hoo, the 
Keane of mumps belongs, or belonged, 
to Leone Coolman. She is back at this 
writing, and we're certainly glad to 
see you, Leone. Harriette Wynn seems 
to have gotten the worst of the three 
cases. Mrs. “W” is unfortunate in 
| having suffered a fractured ankle while 
in Lincoln recently. We certainly hope 
| this won’t lay you up long, and don’t 
let it discourage you from coming to 
|Lineoln. ...R. C. Shellenbarger is the 
one laying claim to the case of ‘“‘flu. 
| AS we said before, we think you’re 
le behind Mr. “S.” . . . Omaha seems 
to be claiming all the visitors lately. 
Alyce Sharpnack attended a dance at 
| the Paxton hotel in Omaha on March 
|17. The dance was given by the Mar- 
| tin bomber plant. Have a good time, 
Sharpnack? ... Hilda Johanns. 
our chief operator, spent her day off 
in Omaha shopping around. We might 
| add this was on March 24.... Helen 
| Recewey - of our traffic department, 
| spent the day of March 23 in Omaha. 
, She reports that she was getting all 
dolled up for Easter. 


Seward 


I'm tempted to start this out with 
“Dear Morons,’’ but having a better 
regard for my fellow men, I won't. 
However, spring is here and just about 
anything goes. I'll bet you're won- 
aering, how about a little news. 
Okay, here goes. We are glad to see 
Ruth Burns back after spending a 
couple of weeks in Sunny (???) Cali- 
fornia. Bw all reports and pictures, 
she had a “swell-eligent” time. . 
Grace Jones, a part time operator, 
resigned recently and we're certainly 
sorry to see her go. ...A new student 
is welcomed into our midst. She is 
Willa Robbins. Good luck, Willa, and 
while we are on the subject of you, 
darn nice subject too, let’s tell all the 
folks about your experience of recent 
vintage. It seems that Willa had the 
privilege cf taking a ride in an air- 
plane the ot.ier day. A handsome pilot 
went with t'e experience, too. Golly 
sakes, some 2¢€0Ple have all the luck. 

Laura J= :ity, of our commercial 
department if,” rts that she spent an 
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enjoyable March 18th in Lincoln... 
York is a pretty little town, anyway 
so says our chief operator, Lydia 
Kriegshauser. She is seen there quite 
frequently and we’re wondering if it’s 
the green grass or some other attrac- 
tion. Our minds are doubtful due to 
rumors. What do you have to say for 
yourself Miss “K” We seem to be 
having “Art’’ Balderson in the ‘‘News” 
quite a lot lately. Whatsa matter Art, 
can’t you keep out of trouble? Come 
to think of it though, it doesn’t seem 
to be Art this time but his house that’s 
in the limelight. It seems that an un- 
knewn man was trying to get away 
from the ‘‘cops” (police to the _ in- 
telligentsia) and he was traced down 
to about Mr. “B’’’s house. Imagine 
Art’s surprise when he came home to 
see a swarm of men around his house. 
Heck, Art, what’s a few more gray 
hairs. 


Syracuse 


We had some recent travelers here 
at Syracuse. Norma Jean Gore spent 
the week-end in Beatrice with her 
mother, and Marguerite Lockhart was 
in Omaha of a recent week-end visit- 
ing her sister. ... Now for a turn- 
about, we had a recent Lincoln visitor. 
‘Course he had to work all of the time. 
but that doesn’t count. He was Her- 
bert Jenkins of our service department. 


Wahoo 


Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Dorland, Mr. 
Dorland being area manager at Wahoo, 
have had visitors recently, namely Mr. 
and Mrs. C. L. Williams and son who 
have been visiting from San Diego, 
California. Mrs. Williams’ name was 
Dorland before her marriage and that 


» | could make her Mr. Dorland’s daugh- 


ter, which it does. Mr. Williams is a 
United States Navy man and the fam- 
ily was taking advantage of his recent 
leave. ... Our calendar shows a party 
having been in full swing on March 9. 
The hostesses were Mary Beaty and 
Ethel Daharsh. The evening was spent 
informally and a lovely lunch was en- 
joyed by all. ... Emily Hanus reports 
that she can now talk about her “op- 
eration” club. No kidding Emily, we 
know how awful a tonsil operation can 
be. ... Erona Shonka, of the traffic 
department, reports that she spent a 
recent week-end in David City, which 
is where her home is. That isn’t good 
grammar but you get the idea.... Jean 
Bratrsovsky was an Omaha visitor re- 
cently too. One of these days we’re 
going to find out what the attraction 
is in Omaha. 


Weeping Water 


Only one little news item this month 
and that is that Addalene Lorensen 
was a Lincoln visitor on March 24. All 
of which round up our news for an- 
other month, so see you when the 


| ‘‘April showers” set in. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 

Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 
Another month has rolled by and it 
is again time to pound out a few words 
telling all you nice people the news 
from the fourth floor ( you know, 
that’s next to the roof). We could say 
something about we’re on top because 
we are tons, but that would sound like 
bragging, and besides you all know 
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1, Mrs. Florence Loder, secretary to E. A. McKenna, who handles the many details in the directory sales department with such accuracy 


2. The three main reasons why the Lincoln directory was issued this spring without error for the first time, Jean Beck and 
Ruth Clark, directory clerks; and Cecile Anderson, number assignment clerk. 3. Frank Kubat, area manager at Superior, seems to be 
4. Jeanne Bratrsovsky, assistant chief operator at Wahoo, is a principal asset to the operating force now— 
Do. We inadvertently print Guy Seaton’s picture twice this issue. But he says he is so handsome that 
6. Marie Vidlock, efficient toll settlements clerk in the Lincoln Accounting Department. 7. I. W. “Alex” Halvestadt, 
8. R. E. “Senator” Burkett, Lincoln combinationman, proves that the 
laws of physics are cockeyed by taking two cubic feet of equipment out of a one cubic foot bag. 
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that anyway. ... No doubt every one 
will agree with us when we say that 
the picture of the ‘would-be’ Powers 
models was quite glamorous, but have 
you ever noticed some of the beauties 
that run the comptometers and figure 
your pay checks? Yes sir, they’re 
really something to look at. ... We're 
sorry to say that due to ill-health, 
Thelma Verno resigned the latter part 
of February. We hope it won't be too 
long before she is well again. ... Jackie 
Philpott, the gal with the beautiful red 
hair has left us. She’s planning to visit 
her aunt in Oregon. Another gal we’re 
going to miss around here is Lorna 
Ringquist who has gone to Chicago to 
live.... Home on furlough during 
February was Virginia Chaffin’s hus- 
band. And home from overseas duty is 
Nellie Stillwell’s husband. Both girls 
took a few days off to celebrate the 
events. .. Mary Ann Peterson tells us 
that within a few weeks she’ll have a 
surprise for us. We bet we could tell 
her what it is right now, but we'll let 
rer have the fun of telling us—so look 
for some glad news in this column next 
month. ... Helen Pickard was ill for 
a few days but we’re glad to report 
that she’s back with us again and 
feeling much better. ... Some of the 
girls have been taking short trips re- 
cently. Eunice Carlson spent a week- 
end in Wausa visiting family and 
friends, Laura Sires went to Humes- 
ton, Iowa to be with her brother who 
is ill, and Adeline Carlson went to 
Holdrege to see her brother who was 
home on furlough and to attend her 
grandmother’s funeral. ... We won't 
mention any names but someone got 
the bright idea to change the desks 
around in the outer office. It brought 
a comment from everyone. Personally, 
we like it! ... Just call him Admiral 
—-cause Johnny Backstrom is in the 
Navy now. He doesn’t know for sure 
when he will leave, he just knows that 
he’s been hooked. Another guy that 
will soon be wearing the navy blue is 
Victor Musselman from the engineer- 
ing department. We think they’ll make 
a couple of fine looking ‘‘gobs.”’ 


Construction Department 
Ila Wilder. Associate Editor 


Several construction department em- 
ployees have left us to join the Armed 
Forces this month—Walter Willcoxon 
and Cecil Smalley, both of W. F. 
Combs’ crew, and T. H. Roller, Jr., who 
has been with John Hobson. The best 
of luck to all of you! . New em- 
ployees are Leland Dodd and Jack 
Standley. ... Harry Walker is working 
with the Lincoln forces as a cable 
splicer having been transferred to us 
from the Eastern District. ...A recent 
visitor to the office was M/Sgt. Chet 
Upson, a former employee of several 
years ago. Chet was just back in the 
States after having served two years 
in. China with the Army. He had many 
interesting experiences to tell us. He 
is now stationed at Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey, taking officer’s training 
in the Signal Corps.... Mrs. Lela 
Pierce took a few days off to go to 
Washington, D C., for a brief visit with 
her husband who is an officer candi- 
date in the Engineers . Another 
early vacationer was O. F. Buck of W. 
F. Comb’s crew. We understand he 
spent the time with his family in York, 
Nebraska. Earl Eichenour and 
crew are still working at Beatrice, 


and W F. Combs is working in and 
around Hastings. “Swede” Foster is 
working out of Fairbury, Harry Moss 
is removing copper out of Seward, and 
George Hansen is taking down copper 
at Plattsmouth to the river. John Hob- 
son’s crew have just moved to Ne- 
braska City. 


General Offices 
Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 


We are glad to report that Myrtle 
Smith, who fell and broke her arm 
sometime ago, iS progressing nicely 
on the road to recovery. Myrtle is 
assistant treasurer to the Employees’ 
Co-op. We miss you and hope that you 
will be back on the job soon, Myrtle. 
... The general commercial depart- 
ment welcomes a newcomer. She is 
Hazel Green, a stenographer. Mrs. 
Green has had previous telephone ex- 
perience, so she feels quite at home. 
. . . Margaret Stacy, mail room messen- 
ger, took a week-end trip west during 
March and attended the state conven- 
tion of the Methodist young people. 
Reports are that she had a wonderful 
time, but came back with a job—chair- 
man of the World Friendship Commis- 
sion. ... Flash! All spring fever plus 
the would-be appetizing victory gar- 
dens disappeared quite suddenly with 
the snowstorms.... Last Minute Scoop 
—-A. B. Gorman has been begging for 
suggestions, advice, et cetera, from 
his general commercial associates. At 
last he believes he obtained results— 
not exactly the advice he asked for— 
but it will do! However, to clear facts, 
none of his associates are guilty—evi- 
dently, others must have heard of his 
pleas and came to his aid. Upon ar- 
riving at his office the other morning, 
he found it (the office) to be in quite 
an upheaval. The desk was cluttered 
with mirrors, erasers, coat hangers, 
waste basket, etc. A note of sugges- 
tion tacked to the waste basket read. 
“Why don’t you leave your office in 
an orderly condition upon leaving in 
the evening??? /S/ The Lone Ranger 
and Silver.’’ Of course the blame has 
been tacked on us who work with 
him—which is radical judgment, with- 
out investigation! (Ed Note: I was 
deeply touched with the whole thing, 
especially the thumb tacks under the 
chair cushion.) 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


Frank Condos, night custodian at the 
warehouse, was injured on February 
27 when his car and a taxicab collided 
at 17th and L streets. Frank suffered 
body bruises and cuts and was taken 
to the Lincoln General hospital. We 
are glad to say that he has now re- 
covered sufficiently to return to his 
duties. ...Fred M. Strasser was called 
out of town the week of March 2 on 
account of his mother’s sudden illness. 
We are glad to report that she is now 
much improved.... P. J. Donaldson 
had his vacation from March 5 to 19 
which he spent at home. He was back 
to work only one day when he became 
ill and was taken to the St. Elizabeth 
hospital suffering from a severe attack 
of influenza. Bob is very much better 
at this writing and will soon be home. 
We hope to see you back to work be- 
fore long, Bob! ...-Mrs. Florence Tat- 
man took her annual vacation starting 
April 2 and left for Los Angeles to visit 
a brother, Lt. Jack Morris, who is back 


in the United States after 26 months 
in the Aleutians. ... Dorance T. Stearns 
of the construction department worked 
in the general shop for a few days in 
early March while recovering from a 
back injury received, we understand, 
as the consequence of not having a 
rabbit’s foot on his person. In case 
you don’t know what it’s all about, we 
refer you to Ila Wylder’s column in 
the March “News.” ... March visitors 
to the warehouse included Marine 2nd 
Lt. Paul H. Black, Ernest Barney, 
William Cunningham, end Howard 
Stacy. Paul dropped in March 7 on the 
way to Sherrytown, North Carolina, 
for assignment as pilot of a fighter 
plane. His original assignment was 
that of dive-bomber pilot, but he evi- 
dently wanted a bit more excitement; 
hence the transfer. Ernest, now a cor- 
poral, was in the shop on March 3 
between transfers. He is now in Tono- 
pah, Nevada, as instructor in gunnery. 
William Cunningham, son of Harold 
Cunningham and a former employee, 
stopped by for a chat with old friends. 
Fill was recently transferred to the 
Air Corps and is stationed in Texas. 
Howard Stacy spent a few days in 
early March visiting his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. L. A. Stacy, and dropped in 
at the supply office one day. On his 
return to duty, Howard was transferred 
to Camp Campbell, Tennessee, and has 
since received his APO address... . 
We have had a number of letters from 
suppliers and service department em- 
ployees in the armed services during 
March. A letter from Ernest E. John- 
son of the service department and a 
former supplier tells of his arrival at 
Farragut, Idaho, for training in the 
ship repair section, U. S. Navy. We 
had a poignant letter from Pfe. Gerald 
Henderson of the Marine Corps which 
gave us an insight into the terrible 
conditions under which jungle war- 
fare is carried on in the South Pacific. 
Jerry served in the Bougainville cam- 
paign and apparently has fully recov- 
ered from an appendicitis operation 
which temporarily interrupted his 
fighting. .. . We also heard from John 
Fischer and Boyd Wedgwood in letters 
which reached us almost at the same 
time. Johnny spoke of plans for getting 
in touch with Boyd and Jack Huddle- 
ston and to bring them all together in 
London for a “gab session”’ and said he 
had written both to broach the sub- 
ject. Boyd mentioned that he had re- 
ceived John’s letter and was anxious 
to meet the boys since he hadn’t seen 
anyone from the Company, or from his 
home, for that matter, for two years. 
The only hitch was that the address 
on Johnny’s letter had been destroyed, 
and he wanted to know if we could 
furnish the missing address. We were 
only too glad to comply with Boyd’s 
request. We also wrote an explanatory 
letter to Johnny. Now if everybody 
will keep his fingers crossed, the boys 
will have a chance to get together. ... 
Richard Grant, S 2/c is now stationed 
at San Diego, California, where he is 
taking advanced training in the United 
States Naval Hospital Corps. He has 
been making high average grades in 
this course and he expects to go to 
sea after several weeks. Dick finds 
navy life much more bearable now 
that his wife is in the same city. ... 
Robert E. Wohlberg dropped in at the 
same time we were preparing material 
for our column to tell us that he was 
in Lincoln until April 11 on transfer 
from Boston, Massachusetts, to Orange, 
Texas. Bob has a fire control 3/c 
rating. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Roeder, Associate Editor 


We thought spring was here at last 
when Myrtle Hiner blossomed out in 
a new gold suit. However, the follow- 
ing day she was back in her winter 
suit and we were all enjoying snow 
again.... Life is quite peaceful around 
our office since Mr. Gorman moved 
his belongings upstairs. When we say 
moved his belongings we mean every- 
thing, because he didn’t even leave a 
scratch pad for the directory girls. ... 
Bette Rathburn’s merry voice and 
hearty smile has been absent from our 
office since March 9. Bette has been 
having a bad attack of influenza but 
hopes to be back to work in the near 
future. ... Marjorie Whiting is also 
on the sick list as she has undergone 
an operation at St. Elizabeth’s hospital. 
Our last report was that she is pro- 
gressing fine and we all hope to see 
her back at work as soon as possible. 
(Ed Note. The opinion expressed by 
Miss Roeder is her own and does not 
necessarily agree with the editor’s.) 
. . . Mary Kay Booth did it again! She 
jaunted down to Camp Crowder, Mis- 
Suri, to see her one and only..<. %.. 
Oscar Wohlberg is going to have to 
take up some muscle building classes 
at the Y. M. C. A. because everytime 
his son, Bob, comes home on leave he 
really takes his dad down in a hurry, 
That'll never do for a’ husky Swede 
like Oscar. However, I’ll bet Oscar 
can fall from trees faster than Bob. 
. . . Bill Cochrane spent March 13-16 in 
Chicago and got back in time to work 
his “all day” Saturday.... George 
Walroth went to Superior March 22 to 
attend his mother-in-law’s funeral. ... 
Evelyn Pruss has been having a male 
visitor popping into town, his last 
visit being March 24. She claims that 
he is her brother. ... If you think 
the directory delivery was successful 
this year, just congratulate C. Eggerss 
because we’re sure he lost weight and 
sleep from it.... Then, too, A. B. 
Waters, L. P. Schlentz, and K. B. Cary 
have been going around with long 
faces. The cause is none other than not 
being able to install telephones. They 
have finally all decided on a way to 
work out the complication and even 
the other employees are able to under- 
stand the system.... Bob Allen re. 
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signed March 15 to enlist in the Mer- 


chant Marines. Here’s wishing Bob 
smooth sailing. ... One of our former 
employees, Ruth Franklin, has now 


joined the rank of being engaged. Her 
father, M. W. Franklin, has voiced his 
epinion by saying he wasn’t sure just 
how it all happened, but she received 
a ring Mareh 18. Knowing Ruth with 
her pleasing personality explains the 
situation, . . . So ends my pinch-hitting 
eolumn for this month. 


Lincoin Service Depariment 

Dorothy Miller, Associate Edttor 
Two newcomers to the switchrcom 
last month were Les Livingston, trans- 
ferred from the local wire chief's de- 
partment, and Dick Campbell. So far 
neither one has gotten lost in the 
switeh bays. We could say something 
about two boys in a daze in a maze 
of bays, but we'll let it go. . . . Francis 
Darnold spent some time last month 
at York and Wahoo replacing equip- 
ment. ... J. C€. Miller was very busy 
the week-end of March 25 doing a lot 
of painting around the house.... How- 
ard Smith is now recuperating after his 
operation at the St. Elizabeth hospital. 
We'll all be very glad to see you back 
on the job soon, Howard. His son, Don, 


was home on leave from the Navy 
just before he went to the hospital. 


.. Herb Jenkins has been doing some 
c. ©. E. maintenance work at Syra- 
euse. ... R. M. Cleveland took a trip 
to Kansas City, March 17 to attend a 
wedding. ... W. P. (Dutch) Shuck, 
foreman at “3” office, is in a heck-of- 
a-mess. Warren's car has been in the 
repair shop for a month (possibly will 
be there another month), and during 
this time he has been having a head- 
ache over the bus situation. It seems 
that Warren has a hard time getting 
his well padded torso into a crowded 
bus, and it is too far to walk from out 
in Bethany to 19th and Sumner. Our 
only suggestion for Warren is look in 
the ““‘want ad” section maybe someone 
has a lumber wagon and an old nag 
to sell cheap. ...C. W. Albers is hav- 
ing a terrible time trying to do some 
spring plowing, but Charlie says he 
will not complain even if he has to 
wade in mud up to his neck, when 
thinking of the dry years we have 
had in the past. ... Earl Rosker went 
fishing on the Blue and caught his 
first fish for the season. Earl says the 
fish he caught weighed a tiny bit over 
eleven pounds, minus. Some fisher- 
man. ... They say that only women 
are secretive about their age, but Ed 
Cummings, chief switchman, is se- 
eretive about his too. When celebrat- 
ing his birthday not so long ago, all 
he would say was, “Well, the first 
hundred vears are the hardest.’ Maybe 
you're right, Ed. ... Charles Connors, 
former employee of the construction 
department, Mark Dulin and three 
other sailors woke Ed Dulin one 
morning bright and very early (3:00 
a. m.). They stopped in Lincoln on 
their way to Crete to attend the Naval 
Sechool at Doane College. ... George 
Keith has been preparing an automatic 
switchboard to be installed at Deweese. 

.. Another switechman hung a service 


flag out this month. Dell Gilmore’s 
oldest son, Don, is getting his boot 
training at the U. S. Naval Station, 


Great Lakes. .. . Grover Griffith, Vern 
Hutchison, Ed Dulin and George Keith 
missed a few days of work last month 
on account of the ‘flu bug.” 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Jeanne Holmes, Associate Editor 


Miss Ronhovde keeps plenty busy 
these days. She’s teaching another toll 
class. This time the pupils are Sally 
Livermore, Margaret Test, Meiba See- 
gert and Dorothy Kortright. Welcome, 
girls! ... In the past month, several 
new members have been added to the 


local operating force. Mrs. Nichols. 
Arlene Brakhage, Delores Meis, Mrs. 
Anderson, Mrs. Kadlick and Mrs. 


Wergin. ... Once again we're getting 
around to vacation time—another sure 
Sign of ee Zeta Thomas, local 
supervisorPtook one week of her vaca- 
tion to visit relatives in Streeter, IIli- 
nois. Ruby McKeen visited her boy 
friend in Mount Clemens, Michigan. 
Lorena Clark journeyed to Memphis, 
Tennessee. That “special boy friend”’ 
is Stationed there. Louise Porter, toll 
supervisor, took a week-end to visit 
a “friend’’ in Belleville, Illinois. She 
isn't putting out any information on 
her “friend,” but maybe she'll drop a 
hint one of these days... Beth 
Schoenholz and Frances Peterson really 
got “spring fever’? and took off for 
Omaha to spend one week-end. They 
say they just went “slumming.” Sounds 
interesting!! . That takes care of 
vacations, to date—and the news. Noth- 
ing ever happens to us of the general 
office. We do have a little story that 
might interest you—especially you 
folks in the local commercial. One of 
our girls was asking about the new 
editor of the “News.” The name Gor- 
man meant nothing to her, so we pro- 
ceeded with various explanations and 
descriptions. Finally the blank look 
fled from her face, as she exclaimed, 
“Oh, you mean that man who sits in 
the window,—the one who looks like 
Clark Gable!” With that statement, 
we of the explanation committee took 
on the blank looks. 
out all right. She had Ot Gorman 
singled out okey, and the other guy 
turned out to be none other than Lee 
Schlentz. Congratulations, Lee!! (Ed. 
Note: That's what I call getting stabbed 
and having the knife twisted around.) 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


Auburn 


A&A recent visitor to our office was 
James Smith of Lincoln. ...We wish 
to take this means of extending our 
weleome to Barbara Jean Brown to 
our traffic department; she started her 
duties on February 26.... Traveling 
to Omaha, Mareh 9, were Vera Clark 
and Lonnie Davis. ... Gene Vineyard 
and family spent the week-end of 


Well, it all came ! 


Seeeor 18 
'and friends. 


Beatrice Commercial Depariment 


Recently there was received a re- 
' quest for an “Out of Date Telephone 
liipinectony” from a man in Tennessee, 
this request was turned over to our 
genial and efficient cashier, Florence 


Buehler, for handling. Miss B. took 
one long look at the letter, and then 
i 
| 


remarked, “The fresh thing. What 
makes him think we're out of date.”’ 

. We have a skating rink in our 
town and among the skating enthusi- 
asts is Wilma Ramklu, who is doing 
all of the counter work lately, mostly 
because she rather avoids sitting down. 
Ahem: due to skating. 


Beatrice Plant Department 


Daniel “Have you heard this one” 
Higgens has the appearance of great 
physical exhaustion due to the “stain 
and varnish king” Nevitt, who has re- 
cently refinished the desk on the test 
board. For several days the leaning 
Dan has had to stand on his own two 
feet. He leaned on the wet varnish 
just once! ... Among the things that 
come to our attention is a report that 
Welton Grant, who pilots one of the 
trucks on trouble down here got stuck 
in the mud while valiantly doing his 
duty in trying to uphold the high 
standard of service to which we are 
accustomed. Mr. Grant called his 
supervisor, Mr. Schouborg, told him of 
his woes and asked what to do. Mr. S. 
said, “dig ’er out,’”’ which Mr. G. tried 
his best to do. He probably would be 
working at it yet if a kind hearted 
farmer hadn’t come along with a 
tractor and pulled him up on dry land. 

. We were honored recently with 
a visit from a former employee, S/Sgt. 
Chet Upson. Chet recently returned 
from spending two years in China, 
India, and Burma with the U. S. Army 
Signal Corps. He had many interesting 
tales to relate about the Far East. 
Upon termination of his leave, he will 
attend O. C. S. at Fort Monmouth, N. J. 


Burchard 
On February 27, Mrs. Hattie Wilcox 
visited with friends at Steinauer. 
Cook 
Mrs. Ida Townsend visited relatives 
at Peru on February 27. 
Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Jessie Bryson spent a few days 
visiting in Tecumseh and Fairbury... . 
Lt John Jones of Ellington Field, 
Texas, visited his mother, Mrs. Helen 
Jones, a few days this month. 


DeWitt 


Lydia Seeman spent the week-end of 
March 18 in Lincoln visiting relatives 
'and friends. 


| Fairbury 
| Shirley Bradshaw has been trans- 
ferred to Hastings temporarily.... Jean 


Gill resigned March 4 and is visiting 
her sister in Colorado Springs, Colo- 
rado. . Martha Ehlers entertained 
at a dinner and cards March 12. 


Friend 


The week-end of February 26 was 
spent in Hastings with friends by 
Roberta Redman.... Dorothea Heck- 
man was a Lincoln shopper, March 11. 
. Freda Eurich visited relatives at 
Exeter, March 16.... Traveling to 
Fairmont was Mrs. Alice Peters the 
week-end of March 18. 


Humbodt 


Lonnie Davis of Auburn visited our 
office February 25. ... Betty Burow, 
Emma Lee King and Darlene Stalder 
went to Kansas City, February 28 with 
the Blood Donor Caravan.... Viola 
Clough was a Tecumseh visitor March 
15... . Willistine Clark spent March 16 
in Lincoln. ... Emma Lee King spent 
the week-end of March 19 in Kansas 
| City visiting friends. 


Pickrell 


| Mrs. Mary Wardlaw is back on the 
job after spending several weeks in a 
Beatrice hospital with severe burns. 


' 


a 
. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst was a Lincoln visitor 
Mareh 2.... Mrs. Alvin Eden, nee 
Dorothy A. Rosenthal, was an office 
visitor March 9. Helen Wehmer and 
Adelaide Christline were’ Lincoln vis- 
puters during this month. 


Tecumseh 
Harold Drake spent the week-end 
ol February 26 visiting relatives in 
Shenandoah, Iowa. Edna Ragon and 


Joan Lempka spent February 5 in 
| Auburn. ... Janet Pope is our new 
student. Welcome, Janet.... Mrs. 


Nichols visited her daughter in Lin- 
/coln, March 10. ... Jack Fowler had 
la recurrence of tonsilitis but is now 
| able to be back on the job... . Elvin 
Wait accompanied by his mother spent 
the week-end of March 18 in Platts- 
mouth with relatives.... An army 
ferry command plane made good use of 
the Tecumseh Air Field recently when 
they were lost in the heavily overcast 
skies. 
Tobias 


Nata Hershey of Geneva spent March 
16 with her mother, Mrs. Adell 
| Hershey. 


Western 


Mrs. Sarah Mussman has returned 
| from a two weeks visit with her hus- 
/ band who is stationed at Camp Beale 
at Marysville, California. She reported 
la very enjoyable time. 


} 
Wilber 


We welcome Stella Salda 
traffic department. 


{ 
| Wymore 


Mr. R. E. Milis was recently elected 
Secretary-treasurer of the Wymore 
_chamber of commerce. ... Coxswain 
'Robert Lane, brother of Milly Lane, 
| was home recently on a short leave. 
'It was the first in three years... 
|T/Sgt. Earl Schemmerhorn visited our 
_office on Mareh 1. He entered the 
| service December 17, 1942, and since 
‘that time has been stationed in Alaska. 


to our 


in Wymore with relatives;... 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


A son was born to Mrs. Ralph 
Fischer, March 9 at the Lutheran hos- 
pital in Beatrice. He has been named 
Ralph J. Fischer, II. The baby’s father, 
Sgt. Ralph Fischer, was killed in a 
plane crash in Scotland, September 15. 
Mrs. Fischer was the former Irene 
Wondra and a telephone operator. . 

We are quite proud of our bowler, Roy 
Mills. He bowled a score of 616 in the 
city league game March 14... . Elaine 
Clark spent several days in Omaha 
with her father who is in the hospital. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Fairmont 


Mrs. Ruth Joy has been called away 
from her duties as operator to care 
for her mother. 


Geneva 


A miscellaneous shower was held at 
the home of Winona Bobbitt on Febru- 
ary 29 in honor of Mrs. Lawrence 
Ebbeka, formerly Frances Hutchens, 
chief operator. Everything went along 
smoothly until there was a knock at 
the door and there stood the groom 
ready to whisk the bride away as a 
large charivari crowd had gathered at 
their home in the country. He soon 
brought her back loaded with King 
Edward cigars for the girls. A de- 
licious lunch was served later in the 
evening. Best wishes go with you, 
Frances. ... Evelyn DuBois is back 
pushing plugs again after having spent 
some time caring for her mother.... 
Eloise Anderson was ill three days 
this month. ... Evelyn Brower spent 
a week in Denver visiting her brother 
who was stationed there. ... Phyllis 
Fellows and Evelyn DuBois spent the 
week-end of February 26 in Lincoln. 

. Maxine Franzen spent March 23 
in Lincoln. ... Happy birthday to 
Nata Hershey and Betty Lou Hester 
who had birthdays in March. 


Hastings Commercial Department 


If you have been wondering why 
Jim Dudgeon has been so happy these 
last few days, it’s because a long 
awaited letter has finally arrived from 
his son, Bernard, saying that he is now 
“somewhere in New Guinea.” No doubt 
that accounts for all the maps of the 
Pacific that we see on Jim’s desk. ... 
Marie Brewer said we might be sur- 
prised if she comes back with false 
teeth! She spent the week-end of 
March 25 visiting her dentist in Nel- 
son. ... Mary Ann Swanson spent Fri- 
day, March 24, in Lincoln visiting her 
sister who attends the University. ... 
Isn’t anyone going to answer Bee’s plea 
for a house? After May 15 it will be 
too late. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


We are always happy to welcome 
new faces. This month we find more 
struggling with the plugs and cords. 
They include the Mesdames Barth and 
Theis and the Misses Kral, Bradshaw, 
Jokerst, Vant, Loskill, and Owens.... 
Lois Lindstrom is our new supervisor 
at the Harvard Air Base. Some girls 
have all the luck, don’t they, Lois? 
By the way, have you heard about 
Lois’s trip to Lincoln? She couldn’t 
imagine why her suitcase was so heavy 
until she started unpacking and, to her 
amazement she found an old battery 
packed in the corner. Now, how did 
that get there? ... Dorothy Janda, 
our toll instructor, has two more stu- 
dents, namely, Oleta Wicker and Mrs. 
Helen Nowka. Yes, Dorothy, we 
noticed the gray hairs. ... Now it can 
be told since we know the Major’s first 
name. In case some of you girls 
haven‘t noticed Minne Schlitt’s blouse, 
be sure to do so. I never did like these 
secret love afairs, however, I did hear 
Minnie singing, “Oh, Johnny, Ohhh—.”’ 
Just how long has this been going on? 

. Frieda Hoffman is gradually en- 
larging her collection of wings. She 
recently received a pair of bombardier 
Wings from a Lieutenant. ... ArVera 
“Pete” Petersen didn’t miss a show 
after she received a telegram stating 
that her fiance was in a certain news- 
reel. She was rather dejected after 
going to every show for over two 
weeks without seeing Bob. She finally 
learned that he was photoed in Volume 
55 and Hastings only gets the even 
numbers. Better luck next time, Pete. 
... There seems to be a shortage of 
buttons as well as pins as far as Mrs. 
Gwen Jackson is concerned. Thanks 
to a fellow operator she was able to 
pin the back of her blouse. Don’t fee] 
bad, Gwen, open backs are quite the 
style. ... Did you see Betty Ladson’s 
picture in the paper? I thought the 
map looked familiar. Dorothy Oster- 
thun seems to be getting along nicely 
as a toll supervisor. She has occupied 
the chair most of the time. I imagine 
it’s because she isn’t used to standing. 

. Mrs. Mary Bates has left us to 
make her home in Oregon as long as 


hubby is at Camp White... Miss 
Metcalf, traveling instructor, had a 
short visit in the hospital. We are 


Elad to see you back at the office 
again. ... Mrs. Irene Combs spent a 
few days in Lincoln recently. What 
she did while there is a deep, dark 
secret. However, Irene, we all have 
our own ideas. ... ArVera Petersen 
went west for three days to visit her 
future in-laws. Do you suppose she 
got a few pointers on how to hold Bob 
down? ... Melva Wright managed to 
get a week off to visit her boy friend 
in Kansas. She came back with a 
smiling face but the wedding ring 
was missing. Of course, those things 
can be kept secret. How about it, 
Melva? ... I must leave you again 
and start looking around for some 
news and gossip for next time, but 
now I’m heading for the switchboard 
to see what’s buzzing. 


Hebron 


We welcome two new operators this 
month. They are Orlene Phillipi and 
Loetta Hartley. Hope you like it very 
much, girls. ... We also say farewell 
to Donna Helget and Betty Nacke. 


Osceola a 
Grace Harrison of the traffic depart- 


ment shopped in Columbus March 15. 
... Area Manager C. J. Olson spent 
March 10 in Lincoln where he attended 
a commercial meeting. 


Polk 


Everyone seems to have taken ad- 
vantage of the only nice week-end 
during March and ventured away from 
home on March 11. Clara Anderson 
spent the day in York, Esther McNeely 
visited her daughter in Lincoln, and 
Hope Bailey spent the week-end with 
her parents in Mead. 


Shelby 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins of Sutton 
visited the operating force for a short 
time Sunday, March 13. ... Ica West- 
ley spent the week-end of Mach 18 in 
Omaha enjoying a visit with her sister. 


Shickley 
Helen Adermann spent March 
in Shickley visiting Mrs. 
Morgan. 


25 
Margaret 


Superior 


Madeline Troudt has returned to 
work after several months of illness. 
It seems mighty good to have her back 
again. ... Fern Nelsen was a recent 
Hastings visitor and Lois McDowell 
took off for the south and spent a 
day shopping in Concordia, Kansas... . 
Area Manager Frank F. Kubat and 
Chief Operator Frances Harmon at- 
tended a Company meeting in Lincoln 
March 10.... Mr. and Mrs. Bert 
Kline’s daughter, Berta, was a mid-year 
high school graduate. Berta is now 
taking nurses’ training at the Mary 
Lanning hospital in Hastings. We wish 
her much success. 


York 


Arlene Anderson is back at work 
after spending two weeks in the south 
with her father, Captain Anderson; 
Irma Galbraith is leaving to be mar- 
ried; Doris Robinson has changed her 
last name to Harris, and Ardith Mason’s 
fiance is home and by the time you 
read this they’ll be married. Orpha 
Friesen is going to California. (We 
thought the saying concerned a young 
man going west.) However, best of 
luck to all of you. ...A knock-down 
and drag-out was held for our chief 
operator, Mrs. Beth Jenkins, who is 
leaving to join her husband. Both re- 
ceived a piece of luggage as a gift.... 
We welcome two new girls, Ardith 
Peters and Hannal Nelson, to our local 
board. Teacher? Professor Marian 
Boyle. ... Edna Pflughaupt has been 
appointed chief operator to replace 
Mrs. Jenkins and Lela Watson is our 
assistant chief operator. ... York was 
fortunate in having Fletcher Hender- 
son play at the auditorium. Imagine 
that — $1.10 the day before payday. 
However, the telephone office took 
over aS usual. Have you ever seen 
George Dobson dance? Enough said. 


TIME MARCHES 


BACKWARD! 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


A small tornado struck near 
Bellwood recently, doing con- 
siderable damage to buildings and 
telephone plant. Manager Haber- 
man and helper were trying to 
extricate their Ford from a rural 
mudhole when the storm came 
upon them, and although they 
were not in the direct path of 
the “twister” they were very 
much the worse for wear. 

A letter from George Gorham, 
in Libourne, France, states that 
there are still eleven L. T. & T. 
men left of the group of twenty- 
eight who were in the battalion 
when it was formed, the others 
having been transferred to other 
units. He mentions Charlie 
Meshier, Paul Schmeltzer, Lester 
Gjerman, C. B. Scholz, Vern 
Campbell, Paul Krahn, John Hob- 
son, Tom DeWolf, Ralph Jenkins 
and Ralph Baker as still being in 
the group. 

George Mehuron has resumed 
his duties as wire chief at David 
City, following his discharge from 
army duty at Fort Dodge. 

Names in the month’s news: 
George Arnold, Margaret Beth- 
scheider, R. S. Brewster, W. H. 
Caman, W. C. Cooper, George 
Cruickshank, R. H. Elliott, J. 
Pugsley, C. P. Russell. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


The basketball team, captained 
by George Mann, won the 
Y.M.C.A. Industrial League cham- 
pionship for the third consecutive 
year, and in so doing ran their 
string of victories to 43 straight 
games. 

E. T. Westerhoff was employed 
as plant clerk in the Lincoln ac- 
counting department. 

With the cut-over at Hansen, 
the first semi-automatic equip- 
ment in our territory was placed 
into service. A large representa- 
tion from our Company and from 
the Automatic Electric Company 
attended the activities. 

Names in the month’s news: 
Joe Abrams, Fred Adkins, James 
Alldritt, T. S. Burr, Ralph Con- 
nors, T. R. DeWolf, J. S. Jackson, 
Frank Kuchera, Jack Manka- 
myer, E. L. Martin, Waldo Mc- 
Dowell, Mae Meduna, W. T. 
Nyden, Harry Smith. 


Ten Years Ago 
Alex Noyes, combinationman at 
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April, 1944 


Seward retired on April 1 after 
completing more than thirty-five 
years in the telephone industry. 
The net station gain of 495 ex- 
perienced during the past month 
has brought high hopes that the 
downward trend of station de- 
velopment has definitely been 
turned. 

B. C. Burden appeared before 
the Kansas State Telephone Con- 
vention at Topeka, demonstrating 
the cathode ray tube and other 
late telephonic developments. 
Names in the month’s news: 
Art Albers, Martha Borin, Clem 
Bottorff, J. A. Dobbs, Catherine 
Gillan, Carl Hedstrom, Carl 
Keester, George Kieth, O. P. 
Knee, Harry Knudson, Opal Mick- 
ish, Alvin Osborne, F. F. Roder- 
ick, John Spady, C. L. Walker. 


Five Years Ago 


Waldo McDowell accidently 
turned on a burglar alarm while 
checking bills in the vault of a 
Nebraska City bank one day re- 
cently. Instantly a great clamor 
arose as local cops and irate citi- 
zens drew a cordon around the 
building. The posse, who were in 
a “shooting mood” were very 
much disappointed when Waldo 
refused to show fight but emerged 
meekly from the vault with his 
hands in the air. 

Names in the month’s news: H. 
F. Apking, J. L. Baxter, Wallace 
Backus, S. F. Bush, William Cum- 
mings, Ann Keegan, Lee Miuill- 
holen, Blanche McConkey, Glenn 
Stuart, Ida Townsend. 


April Service 
Anniversaries 


Forty-Three Years 
C. W. Albers, Lincoln. 


Forty Years 
C. S. Nevin, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
L. P. Young, Hastings. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Catherine Gillan, Humboldt: C. 
W. Keester, H. M. Zimmerman, 
Lincoln. 

Thirty-Three Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
Florence Arbogast, Davey. 


Thirty Years 
W. E. Cummings, Hastings. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
_ Jessie Wirthel, Cordova. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
E. J. Eichenour, W. P. Shuck, 
Lincoln. 

Twenty-Six Years 
Cecile Anderson, W. L. Hassler, 
Lincoln; C. J. Crew, Geneva. 

Twenty-Five Years 
C. H. Pierce, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, 
Alice Kyckelhahn, Lincoln; Eva 
Stutz, Hebron. 

Twenty-Three Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Auburn. 

Twenty-One Yea:'s 
C. L. Millholen, Hastings; A. K. 
Robison, Lincoln. 

Twenty Years 

M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
Ruth E. Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. 
Nordheim, Hastings. 

Eighteen Years 
S. G. Nelson, Auburn. 


Seventeen Years 
EK. T. Little, Rex R. Winders, 
Lincoln; E. M. Massie, Wymore. 
Sixteen Years 
H. T. Drake, J. P. Fowler, Te- 
cumseh; Beata Merz, Seward; I. 
D. Livingston, Nebraska City. 
Fifteen Years 
V. B. Hutchison, Darlene Mul- 
ter, Lincoln; Minnie Schlitt, Has- 
tings. 
Thirteen Years 
Harold Brady, Miiitary Service; 
Mary Jackson, Fairbury; Mable 
Wieting, Plymouth, 
Twelve Years 


2 Howard Spahnle, Military Serv- 
ice. 
Ten Years 


coln; G. L. Oglesby, Beatrice; T. 
W. Ryan, Wilber. 

Nine Years 
Josephine Placek, Swanton; C. 
H. Vandervort, Fairbury. 

seven Years 
Mildred Hughes, Milford. 

Six Years) 
Ruth Rittenhouse, '€lebron. 


A. J. Cox, R. R. Guthrie, Lin-: 
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Stanley N. Millholen 
Dies in Airplane Crash 


Stanley and Lee Millholen 


Mee tragic news of the death 
of their son, S/Sgt. Stanley 
N. Millholen, was received by 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Millholen on 
March 12. Mr. Millholen is a 
combinationman at Hastings. 


Sergeant Millholen was a- 


flight engineer on a B-24 
Liberator bomber and had 
been stationed at the Moun- 
tain Home, Idaho Air Base. 
The ship had just taken off 
from the field when one of 
the engines was observed to 
be smoking. A few seconds 
later it crashed near the field. 
The accident took the lives of 
five of the crew, while three 
escaped serious injury. 

The grim tragedy of. war is 
making itself felt in greater 
degree with each passing day. 
The sacrifice and heartbreak 
of those thus directly affected 
loom large in perspective with 
the comparatively normal ex- 
istence of many in more fortu- 
nate circumstances. The 
thought is a challenge to the 
part we all can play in this 
grim business of defeating the 
forces of hatred, aggression 
and terrorism. 

The deep sympathy of all in 
the organization is extended 
to Lee and Mrs. Millholen and 
to their relatives and friends 
in this experience of sorrow. 


Pioneers Pay 


insurance Claim 


i ees ‘insurance policies is- 
sued by the Independent 
Pioneers Telephone Associa- 
tion are a fine investment ac- 
cording to Deroy Helfer, com- 
binationman at Nebraska City. 
He recently had the mis- 
fortune to break a bone in his 
foot. The details were given 
to Flora Johnston, secretary of 
the Pioneers Association, and 
the necessary forms sent to 
the Indianapolis office. Deroy 
reports that within a short 
time he received a check for 
$25.00 to cover the accident as 
provided in the policy. 


L 
“Journey's End” 


MRS GEORGE W. GALLEY, 
passed away at her home in 
Columbus, Nebraska on 
March 23. Her sudden death 
was due to a heart attack. 
Services were held- at the 
home and the Federated: 
church in Columbus, March 
25. Deceased was the mother 
of R. E. Galley, revenue. ac- 
countant, Lincoln. 


“Blessed Events” 


i ees Manager Tyler Ryan, 
of Wilber, is the -proud 
papa of a baby girl, Mary 
Elizabeth Ryan: The little 
miss made her appearance, 
February 24, at a Lincoln hos- 
pital. 


Lt. Chas. Hood, husband of Mrs. 
Minna Hood, both former em- 
ployees in the Lincoln business 
office, was reported missing on 
the Italian front on January 30 
according to word received re- 
cently by Mrs. Hood. He was a 
Ranger at the time of his disap- 
pearance. His wife resides at 
Wahoo. | 
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OUR 


PRESIDENT 
SAYS— 


HAVE profound pride and certain confidence in The Lincoln Telephone 
and ‘Telegraph Company. Behind the facts and figures, the reports and 
charts of its business, lies a larger, more significant picture — the outline of 
a company devoted to the public service within its sphere of operations— 


the story of important contributions to business and social life in peace 
and now to victory in war. 


Adjustment to war brings strains and tensions, and often costly sacri- 


fice, to individuals, to institutions. And the consequences of war some 
times impose more serious problems than war itself. 


, The immediate future 
is no pleasant prospect. 


But all of us devc | | | | | 
- all o | voted to this business can find righteous satisfaction 
in it. We engage in vital work at a vital time. It demands of us our best 
energy, it requires our best thought. It is worthy of our utmost effort 


We face our task with faith, in firm belief that this organization 

. - : 

which has served so well in the past, will rise to any present occasion. will 
earn and maintain a respected place in the future 


FRANK H. WOODS. 


High Spots 
Of The Nebraska 


Telephone Convention 


WELL attended and highly successful convention of 

the Nebraska Telephone Association was held at 
Omaha on April 13 and 14. Representatives from many 
member companies from all parts of the state gathered for 
the meetings in spite of war time operating and traveling 
conditions and a sleet storm which struck the western 
counties early in the week. 


A lively interest, which was reflected in the large at- 
tendance at the three general sessions, was shown in the 
subjects discussed by men on the speakers’ program. Key- 
noting the addresses was post war planning and its effect 
on the outlook and future operations of the telephone in- 
dustry. The effects of government regulation also received 
emphasis as did the topics of national and state associa- 
tions, taxes, line construction, and the importance of the 
telephone to the war effort. 

In addition to key men from the various member 

companies, the attendance 
| \j % | l included representatives of 
So We the State Railway Commis- 

-_ sion, officers of the Army 
Signal Corps, officials of the 
United States Independent 


B. C. Burden of Washing- 
ton, D. C., and Fred Strasser, 
supervisor of supplies, in a 
friendly chat. 
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Some notables at the Convention. Standing, left to 
right, Walter R. Johnson, attorney general; J. J. Brown, 
secretary, Railway Commission; Duane Swanson, chair- 
man. Railway Commission. Seated, John Schnell, chief 
accountant, Railway Commission; and John Knickrehm, 
member Railway Commission. Seated with face averted, 
A. L. Turner, chief engineer, Northwestern Bell Co, Just 
out of the camera’s range was Hugh Cargo, chief engi- 
neer, Railway Commission. Commissioner Richard H. 
Larson attended the Convention but left before the pic- 


ture was taken. 


View of part of those attending the first general ses- 
sion. All sessions were well attended and interest was 


high. 


Telephone Association, repre- 
sentatives from various tele- | 4% 
phone manufacturing concerns, 2asKa 
members of other state telephone PHONE § 
associations, and notable figures !ATION 
in business. Pe 8 
W. W. Johnon, general mane Soe 
ager of the Nebraska Conti- 
nental Telephone Company of 
Columbus, was elected president 
and became a member of the 
Board of Directors replacing Mr. ~—-- ~ 
A. B. Clark of Columbus, who Wil. Belles: Pints 
retired. Neil Schreck of Bertrand ,,,,+h area manager, 
was elected vice-president and necks in at the regis- 
George M. Kloidy of Lincoln tration desk. 
was re-elected secretary-treasurer. 

Re-elected to the Board for three year terms were 
Otto Fuerst of Scottsbluff, E. C. Hunt, Jr. of Blair, and 
F. C. Thrasher of Red Cloud. Mr. Fuerst and Mr. 
Thrasher retired this year as president and vice-president 
respectively. Other members of the Board are H. L. 
Frentress of Omaha, H. F. McCulla of Lincoln, C. A. Pat- 
terson of Arapahoe, and D. M. Davis of Aurora. 

According to the report of the secretary-treasurer, the 
affairs of the association are in excellent condition. Finan- 
cial conditions are splendid and membership is increasing. 

(See “CONVENTION” Page 7) 


Area Managers 
Tom Longdon, Fair- 
bury, Chas. Crew, 
Geneva, and Tyler 
Ryan, Wilber, en- 
gage in a “gab- 
Test.” 


W. W. Johnson, 
Columbus, the new- 
ly elected president, 
talks things over 
with H. F. McCulla, 
general commercial 
superintendent, 
Max Walker, Has- 
tings wire chief and 
John Spady, Hastings area commercial manager.. 
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Right—Maybe it’s the Eastern District climate that 
produces such attractive girls. Relaxing between 
“stunts” are Mildred Samek, Nadine Aden, Irene 
Swan, Helen Havlena, Jean Vybiral, Ella Adkins, 
Henrietta Smith and Merna Stewart. 


Below—they’re not down-hearted — just hungry. 
In the foreground snapped just before they dug into 
the roast ham we recognize Lydia Kriegshauser, Mrs. 
Ben Docekal, Elaine Patzloff, Betty Docekal, and 
Ramona Francis. 


HE folks around David City, Wahoo and Seward have 

Jong held an enviable reputation for being good 
“party havers.” And if any vestige of doubt remained 
in the mind of any skeptic, an attendance of the festivities 
held at David City on April 22 would have quickly dis- 
pelled it. 


The affair was held as a gesture of honor to the David 
City area team, headed by Area Manager Vern Campbell, 
which went over the top to the tune of 639 per cent of 
quota to become the undisputed victor in the Company 
competition during the fourth war loan drive. The site 
of the party was the new and beautifully arranged David 
City Municipal Auditorium, a description of which is a 
story in itself. 

The attendance totaled forty-eight employees and two 
of the best cooks in Butler county. The David City Area 
Champs and guests from the Seward and Wahoo areas 
made up forty-two and the Lincoln delegation added six 


DAVID CITY 
CHAMPS FETED 


nore. The latter contingent included District Manager 
John McKinzie; Personnel Director Guy Seaton; A. S. 
Keckler, district clerk; Ramona Francis, district stenog- 
rapher; Joe Hartley, general commercial artist; and your 
humble editor. Chris Haberman, area manager at Seward, 
was there and claims it put him right into his second 


childhood, but Ed Dorland, area manager at Wahoo, was 
unable to attend. 


The festivities started with a sumptuous supper topped 
by some of the most delicious home made ice cream that 
has cooled these old gums in many a moon. Harvey 
Armagost did the honors on turning the crank and we 
must say that he is a master at the art. Mrs. Vern Camp- 
bell baked two of the most marvelous cakes that George 
Cruikshank and Ivan Haith ever overdid themselves 
eating. 

After supper, the evening got under way with Guy 
Seaton as master of ceremonies. It was his initial public 
appearance in his new role of Personnel 
Director and we must say that he handled 
the occasion with finesse and aplomb. 


Miss Helen Campbell started the en 
tertainment with a beautiful soprano solo 
of the “Star Spangled Banner.” Follow 
ing this, Ben and Betty Docekal gave out 
with some fine technique in a brace of 
trumpet duets with Mrs. Dvorak accom’ 
Panying at the piano. 

Mr. Seaton then announced that he 
would lead the crowd in the pledge ot 


Part of the “boys” (at least in spirit). 
Left to right, John McKinzie, Ge: 
Cruickshank, Chris Haberman, Art 
Keckler, Harvey Armagost, Geo. Olsen, 
Andy Holt, A. B. Gorman, Ivan Haith, 
vern Campbell. 


allegiance to the flag. However, the gap between his 
younger days and the present era proved too great a 
stumbling block and he couldn’t remember the first words 
to save his soul. He tried three times but came up with 
nothing but a red face and excerpts from “Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address,” the preamable to the Constitution, 
and “Home on the Range.” At this point, however, a 
loud voice in the rear of the assembly came to his rescue 
and the pledge was executed without further mishap. 


WAR BOND 
AT FUN FEST 


Mr. McKinzie was then presented and spoke in highly 
commendatory fashion of the splendid effort put forth 
by the employees of the Eastern District in the war bond 
competition. He said that the David City area could well 
be proud of its record in winning the contest in the 
face of such spirit and enthusiasm and that all who had 
participated could feel honored to have made such a sub- 
stantial contribution to a victorious conclusion of the war. 

All through the supper there had been veiled whisper- 
ings and vague references from the girls of the David 
City traffic about a mysterious. and mystic table. They 
claimed it could tell fortunes, make predictions, and answer 
all sorts of questions, personal or otherwise. Naturally, 
nobody took any stock in it because everyone knows that 
things like that just don’t happen anymore. 

However, Betty Northway, Irene Swan, Virginia 
Tenny and Ruby Muller sat down and made that table do 
some of the most amazing things. All they had to do was 
to ask the table leg a question and it would tap out the 
answer, and get it right, too. 

One hitch came when Vern Campbell sat down and 


asked something. He made a mistake and asked his own 


leg instead of the table leg and the best he could get 
out of that was a few loud creaks. 

At this point Hazel Hagenbuck took over and put the 
folks through some riotous group games which were cal- 
culated to either add ten years to your life or send you 
away a tottering invalid, depending upon the vitality of 
the individual. (Helen Havlena and Dewey Olsen were 
observed looking for a pair of crutches afterward). 


Andy Holt and John McKinzie then went to the stage 
and demonstrated the procedure of feeding each other 
ripe bananas while blindfolded and singing “Yes, We 
Have No Bananas,” following which Ben Docekal and 
Art Keckler illustrated the finesse and technique required 
to apply rouge, lip stick and powder (using the other 
guy's physiogomy). They 
undoubtedly set cosmetics 
back at least forty years. 

The evening was 
brought to a close with a 
round of dancing, general 
conversation and hilarity. 


The question most gen- 
erally heard, and it 
seemed to reflect the gen- 
eral concensus of those 
present was, “Say, wasn’t 
this a lot of fun? But, 


Andy Holt and John Mc- why don’t we do it more 
Kinzie demonstrate finesse in often?” We second the 
feeding each other bananas 
while blindfolded. 


motion enthusiastically. 


Above—some of the men blindfolded in a group 
game. We recognize Art Keckler as second from 
left by the normal expression on his face. 


Left—this picture is published with the dead cer- 
tainty that it will bring out the inevitable outburst 
of low wit about “The Thorn Among The Roses.” 
However, to clear up any misconceptions here are 
the facts. We saw a group of empty chairs and sat 
down in one. After awhile we looked around and 
there were all those women. 


ARTICLES AND NEWS ITEMS 


Stacy Moves Up 
. A. STACY was appointed chief 


clerk to the supervisor of sup- 
plies on May 1 according to an an- 
nouncement by F. E. Behm, general 
plant superintendent. He takes over 
the position caused by the recent 
death of Harold Cunningham. 


Mr. Stacy’s ability has been well 
proven over his twenty-six years of 
service with the Company. He was 
employed in December, 1918 as shop- 
man and was made a clerk in the 
Shop on June 15, 1924. On Janu- 
ary 1, 1940 he was advanced to the 
position of supply accountant and 
held this title until the date of his 
present assignment. 


Not the least of his assets are his 
ready smile and his ever present de- 
sire to be helpful and cooperative. 
These coupled with his knowledge 
of the work and his ability to get 
things done will qualify him admir- 
ably for this position. 


His many friends send him along 
in his new job with all good wishes. 


A Letter From 
Florence Studer 


LT&T WAVE 
LORENCE STUDER, Lincoln 


Accounting department employee 
now serving the navy with the 
WAVES, writes this interesting 
letter. 

“Hello Gang: 

“Well here I am in sunny Cali- 
fornia. I received your very nice 
gift box and was very glad to get it. 
It sure was nice of you to send me a 
box and I appreciate it very much 
and want to thank all of you for be- 
ing so kind. 

“T am working in the radio sta- 
tion here doing teletype work. It is 
very interesting. We live in a hotel 
here which the WAVES have taken 
over. It is a real nice place and we 
have eight girls in each room. 


“We work eight hours a day and 
have two days off a week. We are 
striving for our ratings, so we should 
get them sometime next month. I 
am now Seaman, First Class, and sure 
love the Navy. It is really a great 
life. 

“How is everything back at the 
telephone company? 

“I received the telephone ‘News’ 
yesterday and was glad to get it. I 
sure was surprised to see my picture 
in the paper. 

“The weather here is real nice and 
I like it much better than when I 
was in New York as it was so cold 
there. 

“Well I guess I had better quit for 
this time. Would like to hear from 
some of you back there. 

“Thanks again for the lovely box. 

Sincerely, 
Florence Studer, § Le: 
‘A Wave’” 


V. A. Randall Back 
On The Job 
M® V. A. RANDALL returned to 


work as a draftsman in the Engi- 
neering department on April 10 
1944 in order to help out during the 
war emergency. He had retired on 
May 1, 1933 on pension after having 
been employed since February, 1928 


as foreign wire relations engineer 


George Mehuron 
In Vet's Hospital 
Woe? has been received that the 


old maestro, George Mehuron 
wire chief at York, has been laid u , 
since May 1 at the Veteran’s Hos : 
tal at Lincoln for observation cae 
treatment. His ailment has been diag- 
nosed as arthritis but his condition 
is reported as improving. 
; We are sure that the Saying about 
You Can't Keep a Good Man 
Down” will apply in this case and 
that George will be back on the old 
stamping grounds in short order. 
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Fifty-six Employees 
Receive Safe Driving 
Awards 

persis Lincoln employees clas- 


sified as commercial drivers re’ 
ceived -certificates awarded by the 
Lincoln Kiwanis club for safe driv 
ing at a special dinner at the Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce on April 27. 
Our Company received the largest 
number of certificates awarded to 
any employee group, the next com- 
pany receiving thirty-six. Only three 
employees were ineligible because of 
accidents in 1943. The Kiwanis 
group has held similar award din 
ners annually for a number of years. 


The awards were made in accord: 
ance with the length of time each 
employee had driven without acci- 
dent. Following is a list of those 
so honored: Twelve years: Art 
Albers, F. E. Behm, R. N. Brendle, 
J. A. Dobbs, C. C. Donley, C. G- 
Hedstrom, A. C. King, C. H. Lieb’ 
hart, H. FE. McCulla, G. O. Seaton, fi 
M. Strasser, F. Wedgewood, and H. 
Zimmerman; Eleven years: W. P. 
Conn, J. C. Miller, C. Pierce, D. ©. 
Travis and Rex Winders; Ten years: 
J. Pugsley and W. H. Spurlock; Nine 
years: Don Aydelott, C. Boyles, Jess 
T. May, G. E. Miller, P. A. Schmelt- 
zer and Bedric Wanek; Eight years: 
Paul Guelker; Seven years: R. A. 


Carlson, R. L. Clinton, H. 5. Knud- 


son, E. L. Martin, C. S. Nevin and 
R. H. Stebbings; Six years: A. M. 
Geist and F. Kuchera; Four years: 
Milo Caslasky and J. A. McKinzie: 
Three years: G. B. Keith and Harry 
Smith; Two years: Arthur J. Cox: 
ELE. Johnson, John Litzenberg, 
D. Pattison, R. R. Rauch and Frank 
Young; One year: V. H. Baum, R. 
C. Boling, H. Colvin, R. S. Culver, 
Elmer Dougherty, M. Green, Claude 
Helm, R. E. Hibbert, H. G. Peach: 
man, Paul Winscot and O. E£. 
Wohlberg. 


Stanley Brewster 
Missing in Action 

ORD WAS received by R. 5. 

Brewster, general traffic super- 
intendent, that his son, Stanley, a 
captain with the aerial photo recon- 
naissance group of the air corps, had 
been missing in action since April 
20. Several days later Mr. Brewster 
received word that the ship on which 
Stanley’s group was being trans- 
ported to the field of operations in 
the Mediterranean had been tor- 
pedoed and sunk. It was reported 
that 498 of those aboard were 
missing. 

Captain Brewster had been in the 
army for about three years most of 
which was spent at March Field, 
California. He was in charge of part 
of the group which embarked the 
first part of April. The remainder 
was transported by air. His group 
flies P-38 pursuit planes which are 
stripped of armor and machine guns 
in order to lighten the load. The 
pilot relies upon speed and deception 
in accomplishing his mission of photo 
reconnaissance. 

Stanley has many friends in the 
telephone organization and we are all 
hoping that the good news of his 
safety will soon be received. 

His wife and son, Barry, are living 
in Lincoln with Mrs. Brewster's 
mother. Boyd, a younger brother, 
recently arrived in India. 


Bruning Air Field 


Operators Commended 


UANITA Kvasnicka and Eva 

Stutz, Bruning Air Field operators, 
won the commendation of Lt. Col. 
C. B. Stead, commanding officer of 
the Bruning Army Air Field for their 
cooperation and devotion to duty 
during a recent blizzard. Col. Stead’s 
letter to the Company was as follows: 

“During the recent snow storm, 
the transportation facilities serving 
this headquarters were severely 
handicapped and maintenance of reg- 
ular schedules was not possible. For 
this reason relief operators did not 
arrive on time, and in order to main- 


tain the telephone communication 
service, two of your operators volun- 
tarily stayed on the job, working 
several hours overtime. 

“Tt is the desire of this headquar- 
ters to commend these operators, and 
to express to your company and to 
Miss Juanita Kvasnicka and Miss Eva 
Stutz our sincere appreciation for 
their splendid spirit of cooperation 
and devotion to duty. Yours very 
truly, °C. « B: Stead,) Lt. Cole. Aur 
Corps, Commanding.” 

We are proud of such a display of 
spirit and devotion on the part of fel- 
low employees and appreciate the 
thoughtfulness of the Colonel in ex- 


pressing his sentiments. It is such 


things that make us glad we are in 
the telephone business. 


Margaret Evans 


Heads Red Cross Group 
\ ARGARET EVANS of the Ne- 


braska City Business Office was 
named chairman of a committee on 
accident prevention for the Ameri- 
can Red Cross according to a recent 
announcement. 

The committee will work with a 
Red Cross movement to place em- 
phasis on accident prevention and 
first aid. Miss Evans will attend 
school in Minneapolis, June 7 to 17 
after which she will be a certified 
instructor. 

Any activity with the Red Cross 
certainly is worth while. Miss Evans 
should have every reason to realize 
pride and satisfaction from her en- 
deavor. 


“CONVENTION” 


(Continued from page 3) 
The total company and _ associate 
memberships at the end of 1943 was 
118, representing 202,877 stations in 
the state. 

President Otto Fuerst, in his an- 
nual report to the Association, com- 
mended the telephone industry high- 
ly for its splendid achievements in 
the war effort. He discussed the rapid 
developments in new technics and 
inventions as they affect telephone 


service and said that enlarged hori- 
zons are ahead for the industry and 
new opportunities will await those 
of the telephone family who are in 
the armed forces when they return 
to take their places among us. He 
predicted that the role of the associa- 
tion will be increasingly important 
in solving the numerous post war 
problems which will arise and in 
presenting an organized and coordi- 
nated front for the industry. 


Representing our company on the 
program was John H. Agee, general 
manager and _ vice-president, and 
chairman of the Wage-Hour Com- 
mittee of the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association. Mr. 
Agee delivered an extemporanous 
discussion of “Wages and Hours” 
and related some of his experiences 
in connection with the Industry 
Committee appointed by the Labor 
Administrator for Utilities. He ex- 
pressed the thought that an attitude 
of cooperation on the part of both 
management and labor and an hon- 
est attempt to see the other fellow’s 
point of view would result in mutual 
advantage since each is dependent 
upon the other. An “appetite for 
money” either in the form of ex: 
cessive profits for management or ex- 
horbitant wages for labor can work 
only to the disadvantage of both. 


~H. F. McCulla, general commer- 
cial superintendent, introduced sev- 
eral speakers on the program and 
presented the visiting officers of the 
Army Signal Corps to the conven- 
tion. Among these was Lt. Waldo 
McDowell, formerly of the local 
commercial office at Lincoln and now 
on leave of absence for military duty. 

Mr. McCulla also presented, on 
behalf of the Board of Directors a 
gift as a token of appreciation for 
meritorious service to the secretary- 
treasurer, Mr. George M. Kloidy. 

A buffet supper was served in the 
evening following the first session 
with the Northwestern Bell Com- 
pany as host. They also furnished 
entertaining motion pictures which 
were shown before the supper and 
atter the first two sessions. 


Harold Cunningham Dies 
NE of the Company’s most popu- 
lar and valued employees, Harold 

C. Cunningham, died on April 4, 

1944 after a prolonged illness fol- 

lowing a_ heart 

attack on Octo- 
ber 2, 1943. No- 
tice of his death 
reached us last 
month just as 
the “News” was 
going to press. 
In his thirty- 

one years of 
service with the 
organization, Mr. 
Cunningham had 
built an enviable record. His quiet 
efficiency and boundless energy 
in getting things done was ever a 
source of comment among those with 
whom he worked. Known affec- 
tionately (if not openly) as “Pa” 
by the folks working for him he was 
kindly, sincere, generous and friend- 
ly, and everyone knew that the 
ostensible gruff exterior just wasn’t 
the real Harold at all and so paid 
no attention to it whatsoever. He 
had the reputation of being a morale 
builder and the spirits of the people 
in his department were never at low 
ebb. His dry wit and humor were 
the source of many a chuckle in the 
supply office. 


Harold 
Cunningham 


Harold’s three great “loves” were 
his home and family, his job, and his 
perennial trips to the mountains. He 
was always puttering around the 
house and grounds and took great 
pride in his home in which abounded 
love, understanding and happiness. 


Excursions to the Rockies each 
year were practically inevitable. Be- 
ginning in the days of the Model-T 
Ford his westward drives had taken 
him into almost every mountain re- 
gion from border to border. 


Mr. Cunningham’s service with 
the Company dates back to June, 
1913 when he was employed as a 
groundman. In 1920 he was trans- 
ferred to the Supply Department and 
was promoted to the position of 


Chief Clerk in September, 1931, the 
position he held until the date of his 
death. 


Surviving are his wife, Nadeane: a 
son, Pfc. W. R. Cunningham with 
the army air forces in Texas; his 
mother, Mrs. Ella Boor of Willow 
Springs, Mo.; a sister, Mrs Margaret 
Hamner of Chicago; and four 
brothers, P. C. Cunningham of 
Omaha, D. L. Cunningham of Sheri- 
dan, Wyo., Capt. L. H. Cunningham 
of Douglas, Ariz., and Capt. D. W. 
Cunningham in England. 

Dr. Walter Aitken officiated at 
the funeral services which were held 


at Wadlow’s chapel and burial was 
in Wyuka Cemetery. | 


Mutual Benefit Claims Paid 


|b beesencs April the Telephone Em- 

ployees Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion paid three claims for surgery 
and hospitalization benefits as fol- 
lows: R. J. Donaldson, Lincoln sup- 
ply, $50.00; Marjorie Whiting, Lin- 
coln Business Office, $254.00; and 


Ferne Burns, Accounting Depart- 
ment, $10.00. 


Harve Colvin Retires 
HA8VE COLVIN, Lincoln com- 


binationman, was retired on May 
I, according to an announcement by 


F. E. Behm, general plant superin- 
tendent. 


Mr. Colvin was one of SIX veteran 
employees on pension who returned 
to active duty following the outbreak 
of hostilities at Pearl Harbor. Hig 
work during the temporary critica] 
state of the manpower Situation a 
duced by the war has been of great 
value to the Company. a 

His service with the 
dates back to 1918 when h 
ployed as lineman. He subsequent- 
ly was district construction 
at Hastings 
Lincoln. 


Company 
€ was em- 


foreman 
and warehouseman 


He retired on January 1 
1939 and returned to work on No- 
vember 2, 1942. 

| He is making his home 
in Montana. 


at 
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John Fischer Cited 


In Army Press Release 


PRESS release directed to the 

“Telephone News” from Head- 
quarters, The Ninth Air Force, Eu- 
ropean Theatre of Operations, gives 
our Sgt. Johnnie Fischer a choice bit 
of publicity. In that it is the first 
army press-release the “News” has 
been honored with, it is reproduced 
below in its entirety. 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 


A NINTH AIR FORCE SERVICE 
COMMAND ADVANCED 
DEPOT, ENGLAND: 

Staff Sergeant John Fischer, age 
24, husband of Mrs. John Fischer, 
4425 N 69th Street, Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, is now serving overseas as a 
Wire Chief with a Ninth Air Force 
Service Command Advanced Air 
Depot Signal Company somewhere 
in Britain. 

The Ninth Air Force Service Com: 
mand acts as a gigantic invisible 
hand, supporting Ninth Air Force 
medium bombers and fighter planes 
on their forays over enemy-occupie 
territory. It supplies bombs, guns, 
ammunition, spare parts, tools, Oxy’ 
gen, clothing and _ skilled technical 
labor. It maintains equipment at the 
highest peak of operational efficiency 
and repairs all battle damage for 
America’s tactical component of the 
Allied Expeditionary Air Force. 

Sergeant Fischer, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alex Fischer, 420 F Street, Lin’ 
coln, Nebraska, was graduated from 
Lincoln High School in 1936. Prior 
to entering military service on Febr- 
Uary 3, 1943, Set. Fischer was em 
ployed by the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company as a combina: 
tion man. Before leaving for over 
Seas service, late in 1943, Sgt. Fischer 
Was stationed at Florence Army All 
Field, Florence, South Carolina. 


Telephone Taxes 


Taxes levied on the telephone bust 
Ness in one year are enough to buy 
Garand rifles for an army of six mil- 
lion men, 


Re-Employment 
of Veterans 
By G. O. Seaton 


HILE “Victory Day” is not yet in 

sight, it seems to be the con- 
sensus of opinion that the war in 
the European theatre at least is quite 
likely to be over some time this year. 
This means that within the next few 
months (or when the war is over) 
there will be returning to us at least 
a part of the 114 employees who are 
now in the armed forces of our coun- 
try, and ours will be the problem of 
their re-employment. 


It will be the policy of the Com- 
pany to re-employ all of those hon- 
orably discharged from military serv- 
ice who desire re-employment, pro- 
viding they make application within 
a reasonable time after their dis- 
charge, offering them their former 
position or a postion of like senior- 
ity, status and pay; or if this is im- 
possible, some other available posi- 
tion for which their seniority and 
ability qualify them; or if they are 
physically or otherwise handicapped 
by reason of their war service and 
cannot qualify immediately for em- 
ployment, to assist them in getting 
special training designed to prepare 
them for eventual employment. In 
other words, it will be the Company’s 
objective to provide a job for every 
qualified employee veteran and to 
try to help every employee veteran 
qualify for a job. 


The returning service men in our 
organization will not be the respon- 
sibility of the Company alone, for 
each of us will have a responsibility 
and duty to them. 


We all know the difficulty of the 
transition from civilian to army life 
and no doubt it will be almost as dif- 
ficult to become a civilian again after 
having been in military service. In 
this transition we employees will 
have an important part. For one 
thing, there is the attitude we should 
have towards them. We all owe 
them a debt of gratitude. They have 
been out there risking their all, not 


for themselves alone, but for each 


and every one of us, and when the 


day comes that they return, the least 
we can do is to make them feel that 
they are welcome back. Let us make 
the welcome human. Let us make it 
natural. Let's not have any senti- 
mentality. Let us make it realistic 
and natural and warm. If we will do 
this it will make the transition back 
to civilian life much easier for them 
and it certainly is the very least that 
we as employees can do. 


Laura Sire’s Mother 
100 Years Old 


Passes Away 
li azarae in double portion 


came into the life of Laura Sires 
of the Lincoln Accounting depart- 
ment last month when she lost both 
her mother and 
brother through 
death. 

Her mother, 
Mrs. Henry Rice 
of Humeston, 
Iowa, would 


2 ; have celebrated 
Sea 5 th 

| = : her one hun 
2 +e dredth birthday 


| 
| 
| 
| 


on April 26. She 
died on April 6. 

Of pioneer 
stock, her family emigrated from 
Pennsylvania to Illinois in 1862 dur- 
ing the Civil War. She was mar- 
ried in 1866 and nine years later 
moved across country with teams of 
oxen to Iowa where she lived until 
her death. 


Mrs. Henry Rice 


She was in good health and took 
an active interest in community and 
church affairs and enjoyed the un- 
qualified affection of the towns- 
people of Humeston. She belonged 
to the Methodist church there. 

Laura’s brother, Theodore Rice, 
also of Humeston, died on March 29 
of a stroke suffered about two weeks 
previously. 


The “News” extends sincere sym- 
pathy to Mrs. Sires and to the family. 
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Dean McKenna 


Safe in Germany 
HE many friends of E. A. Mc- 


Kenna, directory sales manager, 
heaved a big joint sigh of relief 
along with “Mac” when the glorious 
news of the safety of his son, Dean, 
was received. Lieutenant McKenna, 
a bombardier with the army air 
forces in England, had been reported 
missing in action over Germany, and 
is now known to be a prisoner of 
war in a German prison camp near 
the Baltic Sea north of Berlin. 


According to the details which 
were received through the Red 
Cross, his bomber was disabled and 
made a forced landing behind enemy 
lines. None’of the crew was injured. 


C. L. Millholen 


Injured in Fall 
TWENTY foot fall from a ter- 


minal pole resulted in two 
broken wrists and a broken pelvis for 
Lee Millholen, Hastings, combina- 
tionman, on April 19. 


Lee had climbed to the terminal 
to make a service reconnect when 
suddenly, according to his story, 
everything went black and he fell. 
The fall was broken to some extent 
by a shed near the pole which he 
struck in descending. He regained 
consciousness after he hit the ground 
and called for help and an ambulance 
was sent immediately to his relief. 


His condition is reported as satis- 
factory and we are happy to report 
that he is steadily improving. How- 
ever, it will be a matter of weeks 
before he will be up and about. 

One fortunate aspect to the inci- 
dent was his association with the 
Pioneers group. A claim was placed 
through the secretary, and Lee was 
compensated by the insurance com- 
pany to the extent of $100.00 as pro- 
vided in his policy. 

His son, Stanley, was killed in an 
airplane crash on March 12 as re- 
ported in last month’s “News.” 
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Out of Gndon 


ITH this issue we present the 

“News” in a brand new “bib and 
tucker” which we hope will receive 
a nod of approval from its good read- 
ers. Many of our employees will re- 
call that the “News” was formerly 
issued in magazine form but in 
February, 1934 it was changed to the 
newspaper form principally because 
of the advantages that this afforded 
for sales promotional material. How- 
ever, a number of persons have ex- 
pressed a preference for the maga- 
zine and after due deliberation it was 
decided to accede to what is thought 
to be the wish of the majority. It 
is believed that the magazine will 
present a more pleasing appearance 
and will have definite superiority in 
layout and news presentation. It 
also lends itself for purposes of fil- 
ing for those who might wish to 
keep the old copies to look through 
on cold winter evenings and in mo- 
ments of retrospection. 


HAVE often heard stories about 

Lincoln travelers getting on the 
wrong road on trips to the territory 
but generally have put them down 
as gross exaggerations. On our re- 
cent trip to the David City party, 
however, Guy Seaton convinced us 
otherwise. It definitely can be done. 

Guy, Joe Hartley and I left the 
David City auditorium that night 
filled with joy and hope, and the 
milk of human kindness, not to men- 
tion a few large slabs of roast ham 
and home made ice cream. We made 
our way slowly through the thick 
fog which Seaton negotiated by alter- 


nating the Australian crawl and the 
back stroke until we found the car. 

“Want me to drive, Guy,” asked 
Hartley in a spirit of helpfulness, 
and not a little hopefully? 

“Naw,” replied Seaton easily, “I 
made mental notes when I came in 
here. Just get in and relax and we 
will be home in no time.” 

We drove north exactly forty-five 
feet and turned west through a large 
gate in a high fence and found our- 
selves upon one of the smoothest and 
most well kept roads it has ever been 
my pleasure to travel, and we were 
enjoying the ride. 

Suddenly, however, there emerged 
from the fog in the middle of the 
road a white obstacle which we ap- 
proached with caution. It was only 
a wooden frame, however, so we 
passed it without difficulty. 

“That Campbell,” laughed Seaton, 
“Up to his old tricks again. But he 
can't confuse me.” And we kept 
going. 

In fifty yards we came upon an- 
other and higher obstacle which we 
swerved around. It looked suspi- 
ciously like a high hurdle to Joe and 
me but we said nothing. Soon we 
were confronted with a whole maze 
of the things but Seaton was equal 
to the occasion. He backed up the 
chevrolet to get started and took 
them easily in stride folding up the 
rear bumper neatly as we passed over 
the last one. 

We continued on always turning 
to the left and at the quarter mile 
mark we passed what appeared to be 
the David City auditorium but Joe 
and I kept our peace. Seaton was 
doing the driving and we didn’t want 
to rattle him. 

However, after going through the 
hurdles and passing the same build- 
ing four times Hartley and |] began 
to get suspicious and we Jumped 
Seaton at a prearranged signal. Joe 
got him by the throat and | pinned 
his arms back and we stopped the 
Car. 

After getting out and examinin7 
the road we found that sure enough 
we were on the cinder track west of 


the auditorium. So we drove through 


~ at 10 be 


the large gate again and made our 
way homeward without further mis- 
hap. 

There is one advantage about 
driving on a race track and that is 
that you can’t get lost. You just keep 
going and turning to the left. There 


are no cross roads, no signal lights - 


and there is no traffic. There are 
only low hurdles and high hurdles. 
Of course, you don’t get any place 
driving on a race track. But then, 
you can’t get lost. —A. B. G. 


Mr. Agee Commencement 


Speaker at Friend 
M*: AGEE, our vice-president and 


general manager, was the com 
mencement speaker at the graduation 
exercises of the Friend High School 
on May 11. His subject was “Indus: 
try’s Attitude Toward Education.” 
He graduated from this high school 
in 1900. 


Mrs. H. E. Becker Dies 
\" RS. H. E. BECKER, for a num 


ber of years vice-president of 
the Pawnee Telephone Company of 
Pawnee City, died on April 28 after 
a brief illness at the Pawnee hospital. 
Her son, M. R. Becker, is manager 
of the Pawnee Telephone Company. 
The “News” extends sincere sym 
pathy to those bereaved. 


Ella Doyle 


Taken By Death 
\ RS. ELLA DOYLE, one of the 


Company’s oldest employees on 
pension, died at the age of 80 at her 
home in Utica on April 30. She was 
employed with the Seward Tele’ 
phone Company on June 1, 1904 and 
served with them as an operator un’ 
til 1911 when the Seward Company 
was acquired by our Company. She 
was retired on June 8, 1927 with her 
husband, also an employee, who 
died eleven years ago. Her daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Velura Beckord, and two 
grandsons, reside in Utica. Mrs. 
Doyle was a member of the Presby- 
terian Church. 


Telephone Technique 


“Perkins, Parkins, Peckham and 
Potts—good morning.” 

“TI want to speak to Mr. Perkins.” 

“Who's calling, please?” 

“Mr. Pincham of Pincham, Pettam, 
Poppum and Pogg.” 

‘Just a moment please. I'll con- 
nect you with Mr. Perkins’ office.” 

“Hello, Mr. Perkins’ office.” 

“T want to speak to Mr. Perkins.” 

“Mr. Perkins? I'll see if he is in. 
Who’s calling, please?” 

“Mr. Pincham,” 

‘Just one moment Mr. Pincham. 
Here’s Mr. Perkins. Put Pincham 
on, please.” 

‘Just one moment, please, I have 
Mr. Pincham right here. Okay with 
Perkins, Parkins, Peckham and Potts, 
Mr. Pincham. Go ahead.” 

“Lo, Jo? How’s about lunch?” 


“Okay.” 


—The Casualty & Surety Journal. 
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Anti-Slug Bill 
Becomes Law 

HE anti-slug bill, which telephone 
T companies hope will be of mate- 
rial assistance in guarding against 
the use of slugs or tokens in pay sta- 
tions, was enacted recently by Con- 
gress and became law on April 3 with 
the President’s signature. The manu- 
facture, sale, or advertising of slugs 
or tokens for fraudulent use becomes 
a felony according to the law. 

There are approximately 700,000 
coin operated telephones in the 
United States from which about 
$1,800,000 in slugs or tokens have 
been collected annually. 


Pioneers Pay Claims 
WO claims were reported as hav- 
ing been paid through Pioneer in- 

surance policies during the past 
month. Laura Sires of the Lincoln 
Accounting received $25.00 because 
of a broken bone in her foot, and C. 
L. Millholen, Hastings combination- 
man, benefited to the extent of 
$100.00 because of two broken wrists 


and a broken pelvis. 


WHO THREW HIS WHOLE HEART 
AND BODY INTO THE SPIRIT OF 


DAVID CITY WAR BOND PARTY 
AND CONSEQUENTLY LANDED 

FLAT ON HIS NECK~KER WHAMMY (~ 
THREE TIMES BEFORE. COACH 
MCKINZIE. RAN IN A SUBSTITUTE. 
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BIG AL AGER, SYRACUSE, GIVES THE. 
TOWNSPEOPLE A GLIMPSE OF “THE SPIRIT 
OF SERVICE" BY GOING AFTER 
HIS LINE BREAKS WITH 
A TEAM AND CART. HEY Si/ 
WHERE'S THE 
“FOOT- FEED ?° 


FOR FEAR OF EMBARRASSING A SOLDIER 
WE WONT MENTION NAMES - BUT ONE OF 
OUR BOYS WHO RECENTLY ARRIVED IN BRITAIN 
ADMITS THAT HE SAW NOTHING DURING THE 
VOYAGE. BUT THE SIDE OF HIS OWN SHIP . 
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A SUPERIOR NEWS ITEM 
TELLS OF FRANK KUBATS gyi 
ELECTION AS "GROUNDMAN : 
OF THE SUPERIOR GOLF , 
COURSE. IT SEEMS 
THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE 
DONE BETTER THAN TO 
TACK THE TITLE OF 
"GROUNDMAN" To A 
MAN OF FRANK'S 
TELEPHONE EXPERIENCE 
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TWO FORMERLY PEACEFUL CITIZENS, 

WHO ARE PLENTY HARD ‘TO GET hp 
TH NOW-A-DAYS = 

ARE GEORGE DOBSON, )> * 

4= OF YORK, WHO CONTACTED “: 

ABAD CASE OF MUMPS- aiid 

AND LEE. SCHLENTZ => 

LINCOLN BUSINESS OFFICE 


WHO IS"UP TO HIS NECK" 
IN SPRING HOUSECLEANING, 


OW THE EVE OF A RECENT BLIZZARD, FRANK NEVITT 
AND BOB SCHOUBORG, BEATRICE ANGLERS, 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY PREDICTED FAIR AND WARMER 
WEATHER AND SALLIED FORTH ON A NIGHT FISHING 
PARTY. .WHEN THE RESCUE PARTY CAME UPON THEM 
AND CHOPPED THEIR FEET FROM THE ICE. THEY FOUND 
THAT THE PAIR WERE MAD BECAUSE THEY HADN'T 

HAD A SINGLE BITE / 


The month of April dealt kindly with 
the 1-A’s of our organization as there 
were no further inductions into service 
during that period. However, at least 
three of our boys were marching toward 
the depot when they were snatched back 
-—at least temporarily—-by the edict from 
Washington delaying the induction of 
family men of over twenty-six. Of the 
119 employees on the Honor Roll the 
Army claims 75, the Navy 30, the WAC 
4, the WAVE 1, the Marines 8 and the 
Coast Guard 1. 


The month’s mail brought several fine 
letters from the earth’s far corners, one of 
which is published intact below. This is 
from ROBERT -W. MUSE, S&.1/C, of 
Auburn, who is a member of the con- 
struction department. It is dated March 
22nd, in the South Pacific. 


“IT received two telephone papers to- 
day. They have been following me for 
several months and I was really glad to get 
them. I have read them about a dozen 
times since two o'clock this afternoon 
when they arrived. 


“Tam in the South Pacific and have 
been since December 8th. Life isn’t so 
bad where we are now, as we have dry 
tents, good showers and good food. It 
rains quite often but there is little mud. 
There are quite a few natives on this 
island. They are quite interesting and 
they certainly know the value of an 
American dollar. Many of them speak 
fair English and you can buy most any- 
thing they have if you've got the money 
. . . but prices are pretty high. 


William B. Imler. 


JERVILE STARS 


BY JOE HARTLEY 
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“There are bananas and limes on this 
island, also a few pineapples. You can 
get all of them you want by walking back 
into the jungle after them. There are also 
some very ugly lizards that grow to a 
large size but so far as I know they are 
harmless. 

“The last island I was on had mud 
knee-deep everywhere. We were there 
about a month and it rained every day.” 


WILLIAM L. GEAR, son of Fairbury’s 
famous “Red,” received his corporal’s 
stripes and aerial gunner wings at Fort 
Myers, Florida, and is now temporarily 
stationed at Barksvale Field Replacement 
Center, near Shreveport, Louisiana. Bill 
was home on a 14 day furlough between 
assignments. 


Over in England, Sgt. RAY CHAM- 
BERS touches lightly on a bit of philoso- 
phy in the following: 

“So it still gets cold and snows in good 
old Nebraska. I haven’t seen much of that 
over here but I know I could do with 
the cold and snow just to be back there. 
Yea, even though I were climbing sixty 
foot poles covered with sleet, water, or 
ice. My job is lots of fun and lots of 
grief, and at times darned exasperating. 
One thing about it, I can’t get fired and 
the boss won’t let me quit, so, as they 
say over here, ‘You've ‘ad it!’ 

“T talked on the ‘phone with Set. 
ENNO DE VRIES the other night. He 
has been hospitalized for an injured knee 
and he doesn’t think much of England.” 


T/5 ROLLAND R. WINDERS his 
returned from maneuvers and is “back 
home” at Camp Polk, Louisiana, 
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A V-mail tells of the recent adventures 
of Pfc. DONALD WREDE of the con- 


struction department. 


“I have been moved around quite a 
bit since the last time you heard from 
me. I was in Virginia for a short time 
and now here I am somewhere in Italy. 
I have already received a number of let- 
ters and the Telephone News, all of which 
I was certainly glad to get. 

“Living conditions are very poor over 
here and I have begun to realize how 
lucky we Americans are. I have seen 
many people eating from garbage cans. 
I have been in a couple of air raids and 
have seen many wrecked buildings. We 
are very well taken care of and have good 
food. There are picture shows three 
times a week, which help out a great 
deal. There are a great many things of 
interest that I would like to write about, 
but of course, it is impossible.” 


We feel impelled to correct an error 
by a sailor who signs himself “a former 
employee.” It should read “tan employee, 
on leave for the duration.” He _ is 
CHARLES McCLURE, of the construc’ 
tion department and he is yearning to be 
back with Babe Combs and his gang when 
the shooting is over. Since last heard from 
he has advanced from Seaman-second to 
Seaman-first and then to Storekeeper- 
third, which represents fine progress in 
four months. Charles is now with the 
Pacific fleet air force. 


One of the heavy worries of those who 
knew and admired ROD ANDREWS of 
old was that the rigors of army life might 
break down that indomitable spirit. The 


Donald Wrede. 


recent receipt of one of his rare letters 
thus brings the happy tidings that said 
spirit is unscratched and that he still 
wends his way in a sea of turmoil as in 
the days of yore. The captain looks for- 
ward to “that great day ‘acoming,” and 
describes it as folows: 

“There is quite a bit of news going on 
down here but I'm sure that it will keep 
until I get back. Also, the censor might 
object if he read this letter, so we'll just 
wait until the next “Drown Andrews 
Night,’ and you can sit across the table 
with open mouths listening to my narra- 
tion of just how I won the war.” 


A recent visitor to the construction 
office was Pvt. RICHARD VAN AN- 
DEL, who is now a radio operator on a 
B-24 attached to the Ferry Command. 
He leaves Scott Field, Illinois, on his re- 
turn from furlough and_ will report 
““somewhere in Tennessee.” 


Pvt. CECIL SMALLEY has been as- 
signed to the army engineer's corps and 
is at Camp Abbott, Oregon, for his basic 
training. 


A/S BOYD IMLER continues to make 
progress toward receiving his pilot's 
wings. A card, just received, reads: “J 
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and Lt. Dick Lahr came to Lincoln on leave for a few days of peace and 
quiet among friends. He had a rude awakening at the heart game, however. 
Dick now says he would rather trust his destiny to the fickle whims of a B-25 
bomber than to endure the sure fate of having a gang of cut throats ram the 


old knife into him. 


have arrived at my basic flying school 
now, with only one more jump to make 
advanced. I have had ninety-five hours 
in the air as a pilot and it is wonderful.” 
derful.” 


Bob Stall Writes 


From Tarawa 
D CUMMINGS, Lincoln, chief 


switchman, has received a most 
interesting letter from Robert A. 
Stall, who before his entry into the 
Navy in January, 
1943 was em 
ployed for sev- 
eral months in 
the Lincoln ser- 
ice department. 
The letter, in 
part, follows: 
“Dear Mr. Cum- 
mings: 
I've been in 
the Gilberts al- 


R. A. Stall 3 
nos t tour 
months and saw the “hot-stuff™ 
take place here on Tarawa. Snipers 


were a dime a dozen for the first 
week or so after we landed. I have 
some wonderful Jap souvenirs includ- 
ing an officer’s pistol that I got out 
of one of their pill boxes here on 
Tarawa. I only hope I can keep 
a finger on it until I get back home. 

These native fellows are really 


large and I never talk back to one 
who can understand English. There’s 
some interesting stories that might 
be told about the taste and effect of 
the concoction that serves as the na- 
tive homebrew. [I'll give you the 
recipe and you can let your imagina- 
tion go on from there. The natives 
used a cocoanut milk base, adding 
strained rice water and sugar. If 
they could get or steal yeast from the 
Japs, this was thrown in too. The 
power is provided by a liquid that 
drains from the top of the cocoanut 
tree. They let this set in the open 
sunshine for a week or so, so the 
bugs and germs get a good chance 
to work at it, then stir well and say 
goodbye to all your friends. 


The Telephone News hasn't 
caught up with me for some time and 
I surely miss it. I’ve had a little tele- 
phone work since being on the is- 
land, helping install a number of 
phones and a couple of field switch- 
boards. So, Tojo hollers 
‘Uncle’, be good and Ill try to do 


until 


likewise. 


Bob Stall.” 
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Lt. ADE NEWENS has been advanced 
to post signal officer at Hobbs Field, 
New Mexico. He formerly held the title 
of assistant post signal officer. 


KEN CHRISTENSEN, §S 2/C.. is at- 
tending the Naval Hospital Corps School 
at Farragut, Idaho. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
JACOB ALBRANDT, F 1/C to EM 3/C. 
DON FRANKFORTER, Pvt. to T/5. 
WM. L. GEAR, Pvt. to Cpl. 

C. GROENDYK, Cpl. to Set. 

DICK HARTLEY, T/5 to T/4. 

JACK KUCHERA, F. 2/C to EM 3/C. 
DICK LAHR, A/C to 2nd Lt. 
CHARLES McCLURE,'S.1/C to SK 3/C. 
ROBERT MUSE, 8S. 2/C to S. 1/C. 
FLORENCE STUDER, $8. 2/C to S. 1/C. 


Kenneth Christensen. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS. 


Eastern District 


Ramona Francis, Associate Editor 
District Office 


There are always times when it seems 
hard to find suitable words to express ap- 
preciation. We in the District Office can 
only attempt, and in attempting hope that 
a measure of gratitude will show forth. 


On April 22 our David City area played 
host at a party given for their recent 
victory in the war loan drive. It would 
be an impossibility to try to than’ each 
person individually for contributing to our 
enjoyment that evening, but let each and 
every one of you know that our thanks 
are meant for you. Special mention goes 
to Mr. Campbell and his helpers, who 
outdid themselves in producing entertain- 
ment for their guests, and also to Mr. 
Seaton, Mr. Hartley, and Mr. Gorman, 
who contributed so much of their time 
and attention to the success of the eve- 
ning. .. Rov “Stranger” Carlson is back 
with us again after a somewhat lengthy 
visit with a certain hospital staff. Roy re- 
ports that he is even glad to gaze on our 
bright and shining faces after spending 
so much time with the “pill peddlers.” 
However, Roy’s time spent with us is 
rather limited as yet due to the fact that 
he has promised everyone faithfully to 
“take it easy.’ The welcome mat is spread 
way out for you, Mr. ‘“‘C”. 


David City 


We're just bustin’ to tell all about the 
party held here at David City on April 
22 but as there is a complete writeup 
elsewhere we'll give only the minor de- 
tails. I take back the ‘‘minor’’ because 
right now I’m remembering the food. It 
was a deeelicious dinner, which Vern 
Campbell swears he concocted all by him- 
self. We're a little dubious about that, 
but if it is true. well, Mr. Campbell, you 
missed your calling. By the way, in case 
anyone suffered the pangs of indigestion, 
Andy “Doc” Holt says just come to him 
and he will prescribe the proper treat- 
ment. ‘Course he didn’t say whether 
you'd he better or worse off. ... We 
want to welcome back a former traffic 
employee. She is Marjorie Snyder of 
Rising Citv, and was recently re-employed. 
Welcome back, 
Marge! ... One 
of our operators 
has been amulat- 
ing around here 
with a pair of 
dark glasses on. 
All reports indi- 
cate that the 
color of the eye 
was just a little 
too dar’ to be 
called pink. But 
how could any- 
one tell anyway? 
Those specs are 
quite a disguise. 
Ruby; maybe 
you'd better tell 
all of your co- 
workers that it 
was really pink 
eye before they 
begin to think 
you ran into 
the proverbial 
‘“‘door.” ... Doris 
Supancheck, 
former operator, 


L. P. Young, acting 
district traffic man- 
ager, Hastings. 


was a recent visitor to the office. Best 
wishes are extended to her for her future. 


Nebraska City 


There might be a little less news here 
this month, but it will be, as always, full 
of interest. Seems as though several of 
the girls find Omaha the center of at- 
traction, especially when the “Swing ’n 
Sway” music of Sammy Kaye is in town. 
Louise Fritsch went on Easter Sunday. 
but Florence Gess, Jeannie Bray, Imo 
Hurlburt, and Nadine Borland went dur- 
ing the week. Didn’t need to ask them 3f 
they had a good time. That goes without 
saying, doesn’t it girls? Dorothv 
Waters will join the “gang” shortly. I* 
everyone remembers correctly she has 
been in Illinois having one perfect time 
with her husband. . . . Velma Abker spent 
the week-end of April 22 at her home in 
Otoe, and Eunice Copenhaver had the 
same idea. The only difference is that 
Eunice lives at Syracuse. Same difference, 
huh? ... Last, but not least, Miriam 
Haase did some shopping in Omaha Fri- 
day, April 21, looking through all the 
stores for fancv ‘‘duds and stuff.’”’” The 
occasion for her need for all the finery 
being the forthcoming Senior Prom. Have 
a grand time, Miriam. 


Plattsmouth 


Don’t you think we ought to start out 
with the sad news first? I thought every- 
one would like that so here goes. Ray- 
mond Shellenbarger, of our plant depart- 
ment, is confined to his home with noth- 
ing less than the “mumps.” Poor “Shelly,” 
but don’t worry, on you anything looks 
good—even mumps! ... Harriette Wynn, 
operator, has reported back on duty again 
after an absence of some time. We’re all 
certainly glad to see you around again, 
Mrs. ‘‘W.” ... Georgia Tartsch, who be- 
longs with the commercial “gang,” tells 
us that she had a swell-elegant time in 
Omaha on April 19. Going further she 
gave as the occasion, visiting friends... 
Here’s some more news of journeys made. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Eckles, Bill being ou~ 
area manager, visited Tecumseh on April 
23. The occasion was also, visiting friends. 


Seward 


Several April Fool’s Day pranks were 
played around here on the designated 
day. Way out in the lead was the one 
played on our chief operator, Lydia 
Kriegshauser. Heck, what’s a little thing 
like a toad in a desk drawer. Nothing 
happens, except the person usually faints, 
has a nice case of fits, or ends up saying 
“Oh, isn’t that cute.” You never saw so 
much excitement in your life. We won't 
tell you which of the above mentioned 
results Miss “K’’ achieved, but we will 
let you in on a secret. The toad was 
stuffed. Willa Robbins and Evelyn 
Waite spent an enjoyable night in Lin- 
coln recently. What’s new up here, gals, 
I can’t seem to uncover much. ... Some 
of the gang around here attended the 
party given at David City recently in hon- 
or of their winning the recent bond drive. 
Everyone had a grand time, and there 
were quite a few of us murmuring “Why 
don’t we do this more often?” ‘ 

Tamora 

We don’t very often have much news 
from down this way, but this time we 
thought we'd let you in on what's been 
happening lately. Leona Geseking, our 
chief operator, visited her son, Sgt. Arthur 
Danekes, and family in Utica on Sunday 
April 23. Sgt. is stationed at Pueblo, Colo- 
rado, at present. Mrs. Geseking tells us 
that she was awfully happy and Hate 
urally, had a perfect time. 
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Wahoo 


Golly, looks as if it were time for va- 
cations again. Anyway, that’s what Erona 
Shonka thinks. She took her’s beginning 
April 15 and went to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
to visit her brother. Have a nice time, 
Erona? We’re sorry to report that 
we're going to lose two perfectly swell 
gals soon. Margaret Schroeder and Donna 
Heidbreder are resigning to go to Denver. 
I guess Denver is a pretty swell place, 
gals, but we’ll sure miss you. Good luck. 
... Out goes the welcome mat for Doro- 
thy Vant. She has been spending her 
time lately at Hastings, working of course. 

. Zella Preston, former operator here 
and now employed in the Lincoln traffic 
department, visited us recently, in fact, 
on April 22. She came out to spend the 
week-end as a guest of Jean Bratsovsky. 
ee To finish up, we have two travelers 
this month. They are Emily Hanus, who 
spent Tuesday, April 18, in Lincoln and 
Jean Bratrsovsky, who spent Friday, April 
21, in Lincoln. Thanks gals, we were be- 
ginning to think that Omaha was the only 
city in Nebraska that ever had any visitors. 


Weeping Water 

Just one little item of news this month. 
Fern Davis, who puts her time in work- 
ing for the commercial department, was in 
Lincoln recently. We are sorry to report 
that the reason for her visit was not a 
very cheerful one. Miss Davis is spending 
her time with her mother, who is confined 
to the Bryan Memorial hospital. We cer- 


tainly hope you have good news to report 
next month, Miss “D.” 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering Departments 
Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 


Only a few changes in the accounting 
department force this month. Catherine 
Daugherty is back from a long illness and 
feeling as chipper as ever now. We're 
glad to have you back with us again, 
aoe We have two newcomers 
= the accounting department. Darleen 
oreman is employed in the addresso- 
graph section and Mary Stibal is em- 
poved in the revenue section. Welcome, 
rah iAaai Mr. V. A. Randall, pensioner 

om the engineering department, has 
Started back to work. His friends in the 
Company are glad to see him again: ..: 
Betty Stroud went to Missouri for a 
Nba and got stranded there. Seems 
ere was a flood — ’nuff said. . . . Speak- 
Ing about floods though, Rose Riggs had 
a little one of her own recently. She 
ote home one night to find her apart- 
Loa Practically floating away, but the 

J ary was solved. The plumbing in the 
ae apartment was at fault. So now 
acs apartment is getting all fixed up. Rugs 
cleaned and all that sort of stuff. We say 


it’s 2 

an easy way to get your spring house- 
.. » Bernice 
k-end at her home 


cleaning done for you, Rosey 
Tarbutton spent a wee 
1n Bancroft, Ne- 
braska. She reports 
that she had a very 
enjoyable time. : 
Roy Galley went 
galavanting across 
the country recent- 
ly. He went way 
Over to Omaha, and 
left us all here 
feeling lost an d 


Norma Roeder, one of the 
reasons why it is nice 
fo work in the Lincoln 
Service department. 


lonely. . . - GueSs we're going to have to 
put up with Johnny Backstrom and Vic 
Musselman for a little while longer be- 
cause of this “over 26 year old business.” 
Won't it be awful! ... Mr. Jahn is sadly 
relating his tale of woe to anyone that 
cares to listen. Seems that he sold his 
house and Promised to vacate by May 1, 
and now he finds out that he won’t be 
able to move into his other home until 
about the Middle of May—anyone that 
cares to take In boarders contact Mr. Jahn 
immediately! Virginia Chaffin went 
to Denver, Colorado, for a few days to 
visit her husband who is stationed there. 
She is now Singing that familiar tune but 
with slightly changed words, “It was a 
lovely way tO Spend a few days.” ... Mr. 
Devoe attended two conventions during 
April. One In Omaha and the other in 
Chicago. We missed the boss’ hearty laugh 
and smiling face... . Bernard C. Burden, 
now on leave of absence from the engi- 
neering department and working for the 
USITA, is back on a two weeks’ vacation. 
He has been trying to get out to his farm 
since he came back but because of our 
beautiful Nebraska mud he has been un- 
able to do SO. We all hove he succeeds 
in taking 2 “look-see” at his farm before 
he leaves. And while we’re on the 
subject of farms, our Engineer J. Lloyd 
Lyne has engineered Engineer Harlan 
Cane into selling his farm. Guess it took 
quite a bit of persuasion but Mr. Lyne 
finally talked him into it. ... And now 
let us leave this little thought with you. 
“Into every life a little rain must fall,”— 
but who wants to drown! 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


Having just returned from a very damp 
vacation yOur correspondent is not in a 
“newsy mood,” but I’l do my best... . We 
wish to extend our sincere sympathy to 
Ralph Culver on the death of his brother, 
Howard Culver. ... Mrs. Lela Pierce has 
resigned aS Of May 1 to move to Washing- 
tno, D. C., Where she will be near her hus- 
band’s camp. We will all miss you, Lela! 
... “Babe” Combs and crew are working 
near Hastings. E. J. Eichenour’s crew are 
now at York finishing up the storm dam- 
age work. H. Moss is also at York 
working on town Dlant repairs. ‘‘Swede”’ 
Foster is Still at Fairbury. George Han- 
sen’s creW 1S working on the Lincoln- 
Wahoo toll line rebuild job. J. Hobson's 
boys are trimming trees near Nebraska 
City. 

Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


We were all saddened by the passing of 
Harold Cunningham on April 14 after a 
long illness. As chief clerk of the supply 
department for the past many years, Har- 
old had made many staunch friends in 
the organization who keenly feel the loss 
of a loyal friend and valued employee. 
May we always keep green the memory 
of a good fellow and kindly man... . Her- 
bert Huddleston returned to the ware- 


C. E. Lawson, Lincoln switchroom 
ticed eve at a troublesome switch, looks with prac- 


house on April 17 after an 
absence of four months due 
to illness following a heart 
attack on January 5. He 
spent the last six weeks of 
his sick leave with a daugh- 
ter in Maywood, California. 
Evidently his sojourn there 
did him a lot of good, for he 
came back full of pep and 
ready to resume his position 
as general storekeeper. While 
he was in California, Bert 
visited Chester Baldwin, 
former Humboldt manager 
and now commercial repre- 
sentative for the Whitney 
Telephone Company ati 
Downey, California. He also 
met William Rustin, Clarence 
Brown, and Charles Brown, 
former switchmen for the 
Lincoln Company and now 
engaged in the same line of 
work for the Southern Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph Company at Los 
Angeles. ...F. J. Barnett, night garage 
serviceman, spent his vacation, April 10 to 
19, at home. . . . Ardell Robison, our C.O.E. 
man, has been kept busy on switchboard 
rebuilding jobs, the latest one soon to be 
completed being a two-position magneto 
board for Dunbar. ... Mrs. Verda Ash- 
ford took several days off early in April 
to be with her husband, who is in the 
Navy. He was in Lincoln on a short leave 
after a return trip through South America. 

Vern Campbell of David City was 
seen on his visit to the general repair 
shop on April 6. . We had a soldier 
visitor on April 27 in the person of Ray 
Nehe, a former service department em- 
ployee who resigned a number of years 
ago to enter the dry cleaning. business in 
Grand Island. Ray is a Corporal Tech- 
nician in the artillery on overseas service 
and gave us an interesting account of his 
adventures in the African campaign last 
year and the present invasion of Italy. 
While on his way from Naples to the Anzio 
beachhead, he became ill and was hospi- 
talized for a month. He is in the United 
States on a 30-day leave to recuperate. 
_.. We wonder what a certain co-worker 
has been doing on the sly. It seems that 
when two well-known _ traffic officers 
dropped in at the warehouse on their 
solicitation for the annual police ball, 
our friend saw the policemen approaching 
and promptly dove under his desk, re- 
maining there until the mystified officers 
left. Can it be a guilty conscience that 
caused him to act as he did, or was he 
really looking for cobwebs under his desk? 
If you folks desire further particulars, 
someone in the motor vehicle department 


might have the answer. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Roeder, Associate Editor 

The April showers haven't seemed to 
cramp the news etc. in the business office 
because we've a full month of tales to 
relate. Because of ill health, Bette 
Rathburn resigned March 30, 1944, _and 
she has been greatly missed. . . - Marjorie 
Whiting hopes to be back to wor: around 
the middle of May. . - - For some time the 
keys from M. A. Hedstrom’s desk have 
been missing. After a hopeless hunt, the 
keys were claimed lost for sure until Sia 
George Walroth finally changed behets and 
discovered the missing keys. We'll have 
to watch George oF he'll be taking the 
station slugs next. (Ed. Note: The 
kevs have been lost now for two months. 
We wonder how often Walroth changes 
suits.) .. . Two new girls joined our office 
force this month to take up work in the 
directory department. They are Lorraine 
Wolf and Gladys (Palmer) Buell. Wel- 
come girls! ..-.- No doubt you've noticed 
L. Schlentz strutting around In his new 
“Glark Gable” suit. He had to get the 
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J. P. Fowler, Tecumseh combinationman, takes time out to pose for 
Charlie Mesheir’s trusty candid camera. 


largest size in the store beings he always 
has crackers and milk before bedtime. He 
did buy the suit for Easter though, and 
also had it to wear to the Telephone Con- 
vention he attended in Omaha, April 13 
and 14. We understand Lee really enjoyed 
himself and comes back with the wildest 
tale about seeing ducks swimming in the 
middle of the highway on his way home. 
That’s right folks, we don’t believe it 
either. The only real explanation we can 
give is that J. Hartley let Lee out of his 
sight for only an hour and “ducks” were 
the result. .. . We were all sorry to hear 
of Gertrude Merriman’s husband being 
reported missing in action. We’re sure 
she’ll have good news of his whereabouts 
soon. ... Mrs. Borin is now grandmother 
to a fine baby boy born April 19 to her 
daughter, Betty Hansen, who used to 
work in our office. . Dick Lahr paid 
a visit to local commercial several times 
while he was home on furlough. Dick is 
now a Second Lieutenant in the Air Corps 
and is stationed at Columbia, South Caro- 
lina. ... Friends (?) of Mr. Gorman’s 
have seen to it that he had a lousy birth- 
day. All the lovely gifts he received 
were all so very useful! ... Mary Kay 
Booth’s boy friend was home on his last 
furlough before going overseas. For no 
particular reason Mary Kay’s work always 
slackens when he’s home. Evelyn 
Pruss missed several days of work because 
of a severe sore throat. .. . Several funny 
experiences have resulted since we've 
been sending letters out to subscriber re- 
leasing them a telephone. One woman 
called in to Mr. Schlentz and stated she 
was very glad to know she could get the 
telephone installed that was already in 
service. Somehow a duplicate order was 
released two weeks ago. This left Lee 
speechless. Another party brought 
their letter in and had Marie Stockton 
take the order. Upon returning to her 
desk, Marie found a neatly written note 
on the back of the letter saying, ‘‘go right 
to bed, will be home in a few minutes.” 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


“Ned” Fisher started the vacation ball 
rolling in the switchroom by spending one 
week of his vacation down in Beatrice 
“making music.” . J. L. Baxter vaca- 
tioned from March 19 to 25. He states 
that he became a “Nurse Aid” during his 
vacation in order to take care of his wife 
who had just returned from the hospital. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Miller spent a 
very enjoyable vacation from April 2 to 
April 8 visiting their daughter and son-in- 
law, who is a Link Trainer at the Pampa 
Air Field, in Pampa, Texas. Harve 
Colvin spent his vacation staying at home 
from April 16 to 29. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
W. C. Stewart spent a wonderful vacation 
from March 26 to April 1, with Walt, Jr., 


Looks like E. A. McKenna, directory sales manager, 
just closed a big deal judging by the ‘“‘cat that 
swallowed the canary’’ expression on his face. The 
man doing the exercises in the picture back of his 


desk is definitely NOT McKenna. 
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who was home on furlough. They also 
went to St. Joseph, Missouri, Auburn and 
Beatrice where they visited with relatives. 
.. . During this rainy season, a new proj- 
ect has opened up at the Lincoln ‘4’ 
office. It seems that every time it rains 
the basement floods with water, forming 
a nice big wading pool. If the weather- 
man is on the beam with his forecast 
for the next two months, maybe a diving 
board at one end of the basement wouldn’t 
be a had idea. ... The Navy visited the 
switchroom again this month. This time 
it was Don Gilmore and his buddy Bob 
Lehl, both fresh out of boot training at 
the Great Lakes. They both requested a 
two-inch letter head in honor of their 
visit to the switchroom. . More news 
from the Navy—Jack Kuchera writes that 
he has recovered from a hand injury, and 
is now enjoying the sights in the Hawaiian 
Islands. Bob Stall has seen plenty of 
action in the Southwest Pacific, accord- 
ing to his last letter. He has a Japanese 
officer’s pistol for a souvenir, which he 
hopes to bring back to show the fellows. 
... That smoke seen rising from the main 
switchroom wasn't a case of sabotage. It 
was iust Dell Gilmore and George Keith 
contaminating the air with a new type 
of pipe tobacco—creosote dipped rag weed 
—at least that’s what it smelled like. ... 
Harrv White shook the dust off his feet 
for the week-end and jaunted down to 
Scandia, Kansas, the town of his boyhood 
days, to visit his mother. We heard that 
Mrs. H. W. seemed glad when Harry came 
back to Lincoln—maybe it was because 
an officer was very liberal with his 
tickets. . . . Everyone is curious about Ed 
Dulin’s ‘‘ecracked ribs.’’ Up to this time we 
haven't been able to find out the exact 
cause but it has been rumored around 
that Mrs. Dulin is pretty accurate in 
throwing old shoes at her husband. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Sterling Nelson came down with the 
mumps April 13, a very unlucky day, but 
he is getting along nicely. . Ed Ernst 
had a major operation April 12... .Kath- 
erine McLain was an Omaha visitor April 
7, while Vera Clark and Lonnie Davis 
were in Omaha April 17. ... Martha Ben- 
nett was a Lincoln visitor April 21. 
Jack Little visited the Auburn office 
April 24. ... Cpl. Bill Brooks visited his 
sister, Grace Brooks, the last week of 
March. He was enroute to Ft. Ord, Cali- 
fornia. ... Gene Vineyard and family 
visited in Beatrice and Wymore the week- 
end of April 15. Cpl. Worthy Arm- 
strong visited for a short time in Auburn 


before returning to San Luis Obispo, Cali- 
fornia. ... Lonnie Davis spent the week- 
end of April 15 in Hastings. 


Beatrice Commercial Department 


Easter time for most of us brought 
brightly colored Easter eggs, but for Wil- 
ma Ramklu, it brought a beautiful dia- 
mond. ... Lt. Dick Lahr visited a short 
time in Beatrice April 21, and of course, 
the first place he stopped was at the tele- 
phone office to see the bunch. Dick is 
looking fine and we all wish him the best 
of luck. Mr. Dickenman has again 
turned to his old trade of raising chickens. 
It will be a competition between him and 
Mr. Gillesvie, of the district office, as to 
who will eat the first fry. 


Beatrice Plant Department 


Welton Grant was called to Lincoln the 
week-end of March 25 because of his 
mother’s illness. We are pleased to re- 
port, however, that she is, at this writing, 
much improved. The Beatrice area 
plant employees along with members of 
the Eichenour’s construction crew got to- 
gether for an evening of cards April 19. 
Everyone reported having had a swell 
time and as usual no one lost. ... Bob 
Schouborg tried his hand at ‘‘batching”’ 
the forepart of April, while Mrs. Schou- 
borg visited relatives at Holdrege and 
Edgar. ... This chilly, wet spring is mak- 
ing it tough on our fishing gang, some 
attempts have been made, but to date 
none of the boys have reported any 
‘“‘catches.”’ 


Beatrice Traffic Department 


Dorothy McNulty visited over Easter 
with her brother in Omaha. Gertrude 
Amis visited in Humboldt and Bertha 
Sharp spent several days visiting in Crab 
Orchard. . . . We have had one case of 
swelled up jaws, Lucille Richardson has 
the mumps, but is making a speedy re- 
covery now Gayle Seckman is now 
wearing a diamond on her left hand. 


Congratulations, Gayle. ... Mrs. Ellen 
Wrightsman, a former operator at our 
office, is back with us again. ... Two 


new toll students are Hazel Neugabauer 
and Ruth Zimmerman. 
Burchard 
Marie Tegtmeier is a new operator at 
Burchard. Welcome, Marie! 
Cook 


Tda Townsend visited at Peru, Marcn 
24. 


Crab Orchard 


Bertha Sharp visited the office during 
the week of April 16. 


Dorchester 
Chris Haberman, area manager at Sew- 
ard, visited us this month. ... Ethelyn 


Jones was a Lincoln shopper. 


Fairbury 


Mrs. Ricka Schenk was in Rochester, 
Minnesota several days last month. 
The telephone girls enjoyed a_ roller 
skating party at the Wonderland Hall, 
Monday, April 17. 


Sterling 


Helen Wehmer did not win either high 
or low at her pinochle club during the 
past month. ... Ruth Probst was a Lin- 
coln visitor April 1. ... Adelaide Christ- 
line has resigned as night operator and 
Margaratha Ottjes has begun her student 


training. . Ruth Probst visited in Lin- 
coln April 138. Barbara Ann Benson 
visited in Lincoln April 18. 


Table Rock 
Margauerite Fran resigned her position 
as night operator April 6 and was married 
the following week. Violet Rottman was 
ill with pneumonia. 
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Tecumseh 


Dorothy Baird, Janet Pope, Edna Ragon 
and Jerrie Murphy were Lincoln visitors 


during the week of March 20. ... Mary 
Fowler and daughters spent Easter in 
Omaha. ... Hazel Nichols visited in Au- 


burn over the week-end of March 25... . 
The Fowlers spent April 2 with Jack’s 


relatives at Weeping Water. ... Harold 
Drake and family drove to Lincoln April 
2 to visit his relatives there. ... Elvin 


Wait spent the week-end of April 1 mov- 
ing to a different location here in town. 
. . . Clara Costello was ill but has returned 
to work now. ... Dorothy Baird had the 
mumps. ... Golda Thompson’s daughter 
visited her from Omaha... . June Nichols 
spent Easter with her mother, Hazel 
Nichols. . . . Jerrie Murphy’s sister, Myrt, 
returned home April 18 from the Tecum- 
seh hospital after undergoing an appen- 
dectomy a week or so before. ... Mrs. J. 
C. McAuliffe, Jerrie’s grandmother, died 
suddenly April 17 after only a week’s ill- 
ness. Services were held April 20 with 
burial at St. Mary’s. We extend our sym- 
pathy to Jerrie and her family. ... Linda 
Bartels and Josephine Conradt have re- 
turned to Tecumseh from Hastings. These 
two girls have been working there for 
the past two months. . Hazel Nichols 
visited in Lincoln over the week-end of 
April 15. Joan Lempka entertained 
“that certain some one” from the Navy. 

Golda Thompson visited in Omaha 
April 15. 


Tobias 


Cpl. and Mrs. Donald Chadd of Brown- 
wood, Texas, spent ten days with Mrs. 
Chadd’s mother, Mrs. Adell Hershey. 


Western 


Pvt. Rudolph Mussman of Camp Beale, 
Marysville, California, is spending his fur- 
lough with his wife, Mrs. Sarah Mussman. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


Virginia Baker was employed April 1 
to take the place of Ruth Joy who is 
caring for her mother. 


Geneva 


Vacation time is here again. Eloise An- 
derson Started the list by spending a most 
enjoyable ten-day vacation at Ft. Bliss, 
Texas. Jean Sole is spending her vacation 
in Grafton. Marian Hillgren divided her 
time between her 
home and Lincoln. 
Gladys Stiers is en- 
joying ten days at 
her home. Evelyn 
Linde resigned 
April 1, and plans 
to go to California. 
... A farewell party 
for Mrs. Lawrence 
Ebbeka, formerly 
Frances Hutchens, 
Was held at the 
home of Winona 
Bobbitt March 20. 
Several lively games 
were played under 
the capable direc- 
tion of Elsie Sole. 
Frances was pre- 
sented a _ beautiful 
end table. A. deli- 
cious lunch was 
served. 


Mayetta Hillgren, effici- 
ent clerk in the Geneva 
business office. 


Hastings Commercial Department 


This bit of news calls for a celebration. 
With the help of the commercial depart- 
ment investigating every “remove,” Bee 
Rohrer has at last found a house. Now 
she can will her tent to J.W.D. ... That 
crash you hear is not another explosion 
at the Navy Ammunition Depot, but 
merely the “strikes’’ and ‘spares’ from 
the men around the office displaying their 
art (??) of bowling. Jim Dudgeon feels 
that he has become so accomplished in 
the game that he rates a cheering section. 
The promise of ‘‘cokes’’ seemed to have a 
lot of persuasion for two certain com- 
mercial employees in acting as a cheering 
section. ... No more news for this time as 
the ‘cheering section” is off to the bowl- 
ing alley. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


We have just one new face to add this 
month, namely, Dorothy Pribble. 
Josephine Conradt and Linda Bartels have 
left us to return to their home office at 
Tecumseh. ... Dorothy Janda pulled out 
the gray hairs and hasn’t been bothered 
with any recently. Oleta Wicker and Helen 
Nowka turned out to be gentle students 
after all. ...A few girls decided to have 
a little party at the dance one Saturday 
evening. To top the evening off, LaVeta 
Hajny had trouble getting rid of a 4-F. 
With the help of Oleta Wicker, Doris 
Steffen, Dorothy Vant, Garnet Buss, Mary 
and Joan Walz, and Elvera Bencken, she 
finally managed. . Then we have the 
girls who go roller skating. Most of them 
seem to react O. K., but Bernadine Ebert 
and Mildred Schneider had trouble rais- 
ing their arms the next day. ... Did you 
ever hear Doris Steffen and Oleta Wicker 
talk about all the shows they see? At 
last we found out how they get in. How 
about an introduction to the doorman, 
girls? ... Speaking of fickle girls, we 
turn to Minnie Schlitt. Now what would 
the Major say, Minnie, if he saw you with 
that Navy pin and Marine handkerchief 
with his clover leaf still on the other 
blouse hung away in the closet . . . Have 
you heard about ArVera ‘‘Pete” Petersen's 
79c purchase and the show she put on 
trying to prove she could wear a Junior 
Miss large size? Well, Pete, you might as 
well admit you’re a “big” girl now. 
Joan Walz had quite a scare when she 
thought she had the mumps. It turned 
out to be just gland trouble. ... Elvera 
Bencken started our list of vacationers by 
spending her ten days with her folks in 
the country and in Kansas City visiting 
her brother who was there on a three-day 
pass. ... The boys are coming back! 
Marie Pearson's brother has returned from 
the Aleutians. Now we know where Marie 
will spend her vacation. . . . Melva Wright 
spent a few days at her home in Tecumseh 
recently to see her brother who is home 
from “over there.” Marilyn Hayes 
was ill for two days after her fiance J. H. 
Called from Arkansas. He was in the 
Aleutians for two years so we all know 
how she felt. By the looks of things there 
Will be a “hill-billy wedding in June. 
- . . Geraldine Sherman spent Easter Sun- 
day visiting her future in-laws in Grand 
Island. You girls know you must get a 
few pointers on 
those guys you 
love. — We hear 
Jean Stafford has 
a male suitor hang- 
ing abou t. Why 
don’t you take the 
“sparkler,” Jean? 
You might be sorry 
ond we understand 
Tom is a very nice 


Making a report of the 
activities ts Boh 


day’s 
peteran combina- 


Green, 
tionman at Lincoln. 


guy. ... Will leave you again to join the 
girls at the switchboard before I miss out 
on some hot gossip for next time. 


Hebron 


The only item of interest found here 
is that our cashier, Josephine Renken, had 
the mumps. We might also mention that 
during her absence, we found a very 
handsome and capable party carrying on 
in her place, namely, George T. Jones. 


Ohiowa 


On Sunday, March 26, the operators of 
the Ohiowa exchange had a farewell party 
for Belle Steele at the home of Bess Nip- 
pert. Mrs. Steele is moving to Omaha. 
She was presented a set of pyrex. Phyllis 
Witherby has been employed to take Mrs. 
Steele’s place. 


Osceola 


The telephone employees enjoyed a fare- 
well party held in the telephone building 
on April 18, in honor of 
Flora Fentress, night 
operator. The evening was 
spent playing games, after 
which a lunch was served, 
and Mrs. Fentress was 
presented a_ gift. Mrs. 
Fentress is leaving May 3 
for California where she 
will make her home with 
her daughter. Hazel John- 
son replaces Mrs. Fentress 
as night operator and we 
are glad to have her with 
us. ... Maxine Herbes, 
cashier, spent the week- 


really takes his passengers to Lincom 
in style. Bright and early on the 
morning of April 13, Fred Adkins, Charles 
Crew and Frank Kubat were awaiting the 
choo-choo to take them to Omaha for the 
telephone convention. ... Visitors at the 
Sutton office this month were numerous, 
including Mr. Boyles, Mr. Schmeltzer, Mr. 
Young, Miss Metcalf, Ralph Stebbins and 
Jack Cox, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Seaton, 
“Swede” Foster and gang, Babe Combs 
and flee-foots. My, what a congregation! 

. How these letters from overseas do 
bring upd one’s morale. Miriam Griess, 
commercial clerk, is the happy one. Go 
ahead and sing, we’re for you! 


York > 


Ruth Swanson has tried to go to Lincoln 
on her day off for the past three weeks. 
Snowed every day! ... Maxine Meradith 


spent a week-end in Omaha recently. . 
Alice Talbot acquired two new portraits 


end of April 8 in Omaha, Perfect evidence of Nebraska’s late spring is displayed by these three 


where 
Sammy Kaye stage show. 


Polk 


Ramona Nelson spent April 5 shopping 
in Grand Island; Loneta Anderson and 
Clara Anderson visited in York April 15. 
_. . We wish to extend a welcome to our 
new operator, Ada Marie Nelson, who be- 


gan her training April 6.... Hope Bailey 
spent Easter with her parents at Mead. 
Shelby 


Mrs. Mayme Carroll was pleasantly sur- 
prised April 15, when her daughter and 
son-in-law, Lt. and Mrs. E. W. Cooper, 
stopped over on their way from a camp 
in Arkansas to Camp Breckenridge, Ken- 
tucky, where he has been transferred... . 
Thrasilla Alt spent a day the latter part 
of March in Omaha visiting and shopping. 


Stromsburg 


Alyce Dickson was honor guest at a 
waffle supper held in the telephone build- 
ing April 20. Alice resigned from her 
duties as operator and left April 22 for 
Omaha, where she intends to go to school. 
She was presented a gift from the em- 
ployees. Virginia Holmberg began her 
training in April to replace Miss Dickson. 


! 


Superior 


Eleanor Hensell and Frances Sarchet 
were Omaha visitors one week-end an 
April. ... The flu bug scored twice with 
Clerinda Lake and Eleanor Hensell the un- 
lucky victims. . . . Louise Feess is a new 
employee in the traffic department 4 
Vacations have already begun and Clar- 
inda Lake is the first to enjoy a two 
week's life of leisure. Her two sisters are 
visiting her. Mildred Scott, former 
assistant chief operator, stopped in to 
say “hello” to old friends recently 


Sutton 
spring is here. Guess so, but it 
m the right time of year to get 
stuck in snow drifts. You’d think Jack 
Mankamyer and Perry Caldwell could at 
least pick better spots for such. _. . Whizz 
and away we go in a beeootiful one. 
bile. Yep, the owner, Perry Caldwell, 


They say 
doesn't see 
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nded_ the popular traffic department supervisors, Loretta Rowley and Merlie Marku- 
she attende son, Lincoln general traffic, and Viola Dunn, chief operator at Wymore. 


for her rogues gallery. One is tinted and 
signed “Be good.” Wonder how he meant 
that. . . . Grace fell down the lower stairs 
the other day. So help me—I’m going to 
install an elevator. Probably fall down 
the shaft. ... It is rumored that George 
Mehuron is going to Lincoln for an opera- 
tion. What will he do for six weeks with- 
out his cigars? . . . Colette Jokerst is back 
from Hastings and is training Mrs. Betty 
Klundt and Mildred Matthews. Marian 
“Teach” Boyle is running around in 
circles with Hannah Nelson and Ardith 
Peters, new employees. . We had an 
operators’ skating party this month. After 
skating, lunch was served at Luree Mc- 
Carty’s. A few of the girls hadn’t been 
on skates for quite some time so we had 
a clothesbrush, iodine and bandaide handy 
but no one obliged by falling down. ... 
Arideen Rhoades has shown a new inter- 
est lately and it isn’t her work. It’s Sir 
Galahad... .Ferne Wiler is back to work 
after a session with the mumps. We 
wondered whose turn it would be next 
when George Dobson came down with 
them. George thinks everyone should 
“have them when you're small.” 


Pave the Road to 
Victory! 


Your regular purchase 
of War Bonds will 
bring the folks home 


SOO7Ie?. 


W. O. Bundy, George Hansen, 


Fairbury, Lincoln, 
40 Years 30 Years 


T. B. Chinnock, 
De Witt, 
20 Years 


Thirty-Six Years 
J. C. Gilchrist, Wahoo. 
Thirty-Two Years 
A. E. Holt, David City. 
Thirty Years . 
T. R. DeWolf, G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years | 
J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Hight Years 


R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto Nel- 


sen, C. G. Reidel, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
M. F. Egan, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Laura Sires, Lincoln; Ida Townsend, 


Cook. 


Twenty-Three Years 
1 


\W. J. Knudson, C. F. Peachman, james 


Baxter, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
Ivan Paddack, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 


W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. Met- 


calf, Lincoln: Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth; 
R. E. Wait, Hastings. 
Seventeen Years 
Minnie Allen, Elsie Powell, Lincoln; H. 
©. Gillespie, Beatrice; Tilla A. Phipps, 
Denton. 
Sixteen Years 
CG. W. Helm, A. L. Johnson, James E. 
Smith, Lincoln. 


Michael Scanlon, Irene Swan, 
Lincoln, David City, 
25 Years 20 Years 


SERVICE 
ANNIVERSARIES 


Fifteen Years 
Moreane Alldritt, Military Service; E. 
J. Flowerday, Humboldt; R. E. Mills, 
Wymore; W. T. Nyden, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
F. J. Donovan, Lincoln; Alethea Schul- 
ling, Raymond. 
Eleven Years 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
Otto Buck, Minnie Metcalf, Lincoln; 
L. W. Cleveland, Military Service; Eliza- 
beth Moredick, Fairbury; Louise Schmidt, 
Beatrice. 
Nine Years 
F. D. Nave, Fairbury: R. R. Winders, 
Military Service. 
Eight Years 
Effie Harbour, Humboldt; Erma 
Hruska, Lincoln: Dora Plessel, Milford: 
Mayme Wayman, Wilber. 
Seven Years 
P. J. Garvey, Military Service. 
Six Years 
Esther Brown, Osceola: Erika Head- 
man, Stromsburg. 


‘Journey's End” 
MRS. J. W. VASEY, mother of 
Helen Vasey of the Beatrice traf- 
fic, passed away on April 8. Serv- 
ices were held at the Methodist 
church, April 11. 
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MRS. JESSIE WOODWARD, Lin- 
coln, passed away on April 29, 
1944. Funeral services were held 
on May 1, in the Methodist 
church at Elmwood. Deceased was 
the mother of Pearl Shreve, a pen- 
sioner and pioneer of our Com- 
pany. 


ALBERT STOWELL, father of 
Dorothy Stowell, of Hebron traf- 
fic department, passed away May 
1 at Ohiowa. Services were held 


May 4 at the Methodist church. 
CHARLES RATHBUN of Hollen- 


berg, Kansas, died suddenly on 
April 27. Services were conducted 
from the Baptist church in Hollen- 
berg, April 30. Deceased was the 
father of Ida Townsend, our 
chief operator at Cook. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


1" 


Jl 
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man of the Beat- 
rice traffic de- 
partment, was 
united in = mar- 
riage to Rans 
Taylor on April 
S. at Séneca, 
Kansas. They 
will make their 
home in Tecumsch. 


Margueritte Frank, night operator 
at Table Rock, became the bride of 
Leonard Mertes on April 8. The 
couple was married at Hiawatha, 
Kansas, by Rev. Scott. 


Blessed Events” 


Bie ocx eS 
“pine seeeate — Word was re- 


ceived that Capt. 
Howard Spahnle 
is the proud 
father of a baby 
boy, Howard 
Stephen. At 
present the 
Spahnles are re- 
siding in Denver. 
Howard, one of our employees in 
Service, was formerly in the Lincoln 
business office. 
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Annual Report of the Employee's 


Benefit Committee 


HE committee which administers the Plan for Employees’ Pensions, 
Disability Benefits and Death Benefits has compiled a record of 
benefits paid during 1943 together with comparative statistics for the 
years 1941 and 1942. Other enlightening information also has been 
included. 
Service pensions paid during the year were $30,007.00 and sick- 
ness benefits increased over $7,000.00 to $16,612.00. 


Two active employees died during 1943. They were L. C. 
Anderson and Homer O. Wood, both of Lincoln. 


PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES’ PENSIONS, 
DISABILITY BENEFITS, and DEATH BENEFITS 
Statistical Information Covering Years 1941, 1942, and 1943 


1941 1942 1943 
Total number of employees...................-----.-.- 1,086 1,164 1,156 
INO. Of ACCIDENE CASES scssccccsdsccensseneseensecctentcasevave 7 13 14 
ING. Of pichMees: CAS@B iced deccloaniueesintinedsis 86 62 88 
No. of accident cases per 100 emp................. 7 teh 1.2 
No. of sickness cases per 100 emp................. 7.9 5.3 7.6 
No. of active employees died during year...... l 5 2 
No. of pensioners on Payroll Dec. 31............ 61 62 60 
No. added during year...................ccccceeeeeeeeeeee 18 *8 3 
INO: GHC GUTING VRAT sands aciviiwansenmites 3 l 
No. on Disability Pension........................2220000- 7 7 6 

Benefits Paid During 1941 1942 1943 

Service Pensions ...............22.022.000-0- $30,570.00 $30,220.00 $30,007.00 
Disability Pensions ...................--+- 1,200.00 2,506.00 2,260.00 
Accident Benefits .......................... 4,405.00 4,070.00 4,541.00 
Sickness Benefits .................002-.02---+ 10,989.00 9,370.00 16,612.00 
Death Bene lite -.cc.scisciensecaventeceicenacs 1,680.00 7,344.00 4,255.00 


* Six pensioners transferred back to active Payroll. 
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A Letter From Gerald Henderson— 
L.1T.& T. Fighting Marine 


U. S. Marines | 
In The Field : 


March 9, 1944 


Dear Gang: 


ne OO 


It has been some time since I last wrote you 
and in writing this one, 1 find 1 can still manipu- 
late a pen in a hieroglyphical manner at least. 

Once in a while the “News” catches up with me 
and it is refreshing to see and read all the local 
doings of our Company. 


It seems odd to read of all the vacancies left by newly departed men, those 
especially, who had seemed to be the talent most necessary to stay, not that others 
arent, but that it is quite a loss of Company assets. 


You are doing a swell and most important job and we all realize it is as impor: 
tant as the man with the gun shooting the enemy from trees, in bushes, holes and 
in the air or on the sea. 


1 can give you no news, of course, all 1 can say is we've stepped things up to 
a pace where somethings gotta give and it won't be us! 


Many of the Lincoln boys I met before the Bougainville campaign were wounded 
and sent somewhere, only a few remain that 1 had met. 


Lowell English is now a Major in the marines and Ed Brehm is a Platoon 
Sergeant, two of the lads 1 had met before. Where they are, God only knows. 


Yve had plenty of luck so far and just hope it stays with me. 


Chow here is—well, let’s not say. Comfort it-—?? But everything is “well 
in hand.” 


Please write and Good luck, 
from 
A Marine. 
P E.G. Gerald R. Henderson, 
U.S. Marines, 
Southwest Pacific, 
Theatre of Operations. 
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Swapping yarns before dinner are (left to right) Ernie Royce, 
Ben Ferguson, Harry Smith, W. H. Spudlock and Wes Haas, 
all of Lincoln. 


HERE were many creaking joints and faltering steps 

at the annual Pioneer party held May 12 at the Lincoln 
Y. W. C. A., but the creaks came from the joints of roast 
turkey being torn apart by hungry Pioneers and the falter- 
ing steps resulted from those who staggered out the door 
with a cargo of too much white meat and dressing and 
others who were weak from laughing at the antics of the 
hapless “entertainers.” From start to finish the “Pioneer 
Powwow’ was a hilarious affair and all those who at- 
tended had a big evening. 


The proceedings started off with a general get-together 
and renewal of acquaintances following which everyone 
trouped upstairs to get on the outside of one of the finest 
turkey dinners it has ever been our pleasure to encounter. 


Ye Olde Maestro, Tom 
Longdon of Fairbury, then led 
the crowd in group singing 
with a number of old favorites 
including some of the “barber 
shop” variety and everybody 
entered into the spirit of the 
occasion and really Tet them- 
selves go. All of this was in 


(Left) President Fred Stras- 
ser proved that he has a 
sense of humor in his ad- 
dress on the year’s activi- 
ties. Hecklers were a dime 
a dozen kut he came 
through with flying colors. 


The 
Pioneer 
Powwow 


spite of the temperature 
which was slightly on ae 
the uncomfortable side | 
of 80 degrees. 
President Fred Stras- 
ser then unburdened 
himself with the presi- 
dent’s annual address 
which he delivered with 
the touch of a master. 
In addition to giving a 
fine talk he proved that 
he has a great sense of 
humor and his remarks 
had his listeners chuck- 


ling throughout the The man of the hour, Don Ayde- 

h Aided d lott of Lincoln, who stopped the 
speech. Ide sae show cold with his peerless rendi- 
abetted in this connec- tion of “Little Bo Peep” while 
tion, however. were a adorned in a pink baby bonnet with 
: ruffles, and streamers to match. 
Johnnie Backstrom, Lincoln, eyes 

the script over his shoulder. 


number of well inten- 
tioned friends who 
proved themselves to be 
of definite low character by heckling the President at 
every opportunity. This they accomplished by handing 
him silverware and pots of geraniums ct cetera at promis- 
ing moments in vicious attempts to make him lose his 
place. He admitted afterward that they succeeded ad- 
mirably and that he completely overlooked mentioning 


(Above) Renewing acquainiances in a friendly chat are (left to 

right) Cecil Anderson and Myrtle Smith, Lincoln; Maude C. 

Davis, Pickrell; Lulu Kloepper and Hulda Gessner, Lincoln; 
Bridget Divis, Steinauer; and Hattie May Wilcox, Burchard. 


(Left) Claude Helm, Lincoln, and George Dobson, York, feed 

each other graham crackers while blindfolded. Naturally with 

such a large cavity at which to aim, Dobson was a cinch to 

win. Enjoying the event in the background are Paul Schmeltzer 
and Mina Schmidt, koth of Lincoln. 


several items of grave 1m’ 
portance. 

Guy Seaton, the chair’ 
man of the membership 
committee, was requested 
by the President to intro’ 
duce the new members and 
an argument immediately 


ensued as to the proper 
procedure. They esate compromised and decided io do 


it the President’s way whereupon Mr. Seaton went ahead 
and did it the way he wanted to in the first place. 

The names of forty-three NeW members which had been 
added during the year, most of whom were in attendance, 
were read and the neophytes arose for recognition and ap- 
plause. It was noted, however, that a few were of dubious 
repute and were accordingly greeted with loud choruses of 
boos and hisses. Notable among these were Lee Schlentz 
and Ralph Stebbings of Lincoln and George Cruickshank 
of Wahoo. 

At the close of his address President Strasser presented 
the Secretary, Miss Flora Johnston of Lincoln, with a 


beautiful corsage and a twenty-five year service pin in 
recognition of her loyal and efficient service since the in- 


(Below) It isn’t quite clear 
whether H. F. McCulla, gen- 
eral commercial superinten- 
dent, is about to applaud 
Beata Merz, Seward, or grab 
her by the throat. The two 
sang a duet which definitely 
put the kiss of death on the 
once popular tune, Mairzy 

Doats. 


(Above) Alex Pauley, 

York and Alex Geist, 

Lincoin, in a futile at- 

tempt to beautify each 

other in a recriprocal 

application of cos- 
metics. 


Smiling in anticipation of get- 

ting some of that ‘‘white meat’ 

are Robert Green, Lincoln; T. S. 

Burr, Hastings; and Alex 
Pauley, York. 


The coy young lass wielding the 

shaving brush with such dex- 

terity is Katherine Rood of Lin- 

coln with E. A. McKenna, direc- 

tory sales manager, supplying 
the “mugg.” 


ception of the Pio- 
neers organization 
three years ago. 

Merle Hale( see 
picture), commer- 
cial engineer, who 
incidentally was 
fired three times 
during the proceedings by his boss, H. F. McCulla, then 
took over and emulated the famed Ralph Edwards as 
master of ceremonies in a “truth or consequence” game. 
The “freshmen” members acted as participants and some 
of the gags really had the folks in stitches. The pictures 
tell the story so we will dispense with details. It prob- 
ably should be explained (we like our job too) that Mr. 
McCulla was not a new member but was dragged into the 
melee regardless, which undoubtedly accounts for Mr. 
Hale’s repeated demise from the payroll. 


Assisting Mr. Hale in the handling of properties and on 


(Please turn to page 13) 


(Right) Merle Hale, commercial 
engineer, was master of cere- 
monies during the “truth or 
consequences” show. The photo- 
grapher claims he waved fis 
arms around so much that he 
had difficulty in getting a good 
focus, 


(Below) General view of festivi- 
ties during the turkey dinner. 
The picture was made by patch- 
ing together two views taken of 
different sections of the crowd. 


MARIE LESHER, operator at Fairbury, 
is the latest name to appear on the Honor 
Roll. It came as a rude shock to find that 
Marie had somehow evaded the air-tight 
system for obtaining the news of em- 
ployees who enter the service. Her’s was 
an involved case, and the last official re- 
ports were that her efforts to enlist in the 
WAVE’s had been abandoned and she was 
resigning to visit a sister in California. 
What we didn’t know was that a few hours 
before her resignation took effect she re- 
ceived a call to report to Hunter College, 
New York, and thus became the second 
WAVE employee of the company. All 
of this happened last March, and Marie 
has just returned to visit the familiar 
haunts of Fairbury, having completed her 
basic training. She is to report for duty 
at the Great Lakes Naval Hospital at the 
termination of her leave. 


A fine promotion, and one which we 


SERVICE STARS 


BY JOE HARTLEY 
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Cpl. LLOYD A. MURPHY, formerly 
with the field artillery at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, and T/5 FRANCIS 


may be sure is well deserved, has come KELLER, in the ordnance unit at Tor- 


to TED RAY, who left the district clerk's 
desk at Beatrice in the spring of 1942 as 


rance, California, have arrived safely over- 
seas, both receiving the same APO num- 


yeoman first-class, and has since been sta- ber. A letter has been sent, advising 


tioned in South and Southwest Pacific 
waters. His recent appointment is to the 
commission of lieutenant (jg). 


NOURABAD PEAK) 
7249 FT & 


1, From the Persian Gulf theatre comes this snapshot of 
our onlv Major, Giles Gere, who is with the Signal Corps 
in Iran. Supplies to Russia are transported through this 
country which is reputed to be the hottest spot on earth 
with temperatures sometimes soaring to 160 degrees. The 
thermometer registered 116 when the picture was taken 
with the only shade apparently under the “jeep.” Giles 
hails from the Lincoln service department. 


them of their proximity, and by this time 
they have probably met. That it will be 
a momentous occasion can be gathered 


from the following quota- 
tion: “I'll surely be glad 
when I can get back and 
see some of the good 
friends I used to work 
with and for. We have 
been very busy here, and 
some day soon I hope the 
fireworks will begin.” This 
was written in a recent 
note from Cpl. Keller. 


Recent changes of ad- 
dress for JACOB AL. 
BRANDT and ROBERT 
WOHLBERG show that 
they are now on ship. 
board. At last reports 
Jacob was in Hawaii. 


In a v-mail letter to the 
editor, M/Sgt. TOMMY 
HEDGES holds little 
hope for any sizeable get- 
together of; our service- 
men in England. He has 
talked to JACK HUD. 
DLESTON by telephone 
twice, and finds him to be 
the “same old Jack.” 


This note comes from 
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ALLAN BEHM, who has recently been 
accepted for pilot training, transferring 
from the ground forces. “I thank you a, 
million for the box, as it comes in mighty 
handy when you are hungry between 
meals, as I usually am. I have an hour and 
thirty-five minutes of flying instruction in 
a ‘Cub’... and is it rough! A slight breeze 
and it feels like you're being blown all 
over the sky.” 


WESLEY HAYES, S$ 1/C is now in 
New Guinea. He finds knee-deep mud 
everywhere and rain that never seems to 
stop. The New Guinea rainy season Jasts 
until July or August, so Wesley is in the 
market for a good umbrella. 


The first of our fliers to see action over 
the continent is FLO LESLIE HANSEN, 
who reached England early in May and 
has already flown several missions. Leslie 
is the son of Foreman George Hansen 
and brother of Mrs. Ila Wylder, both of 
the construction department. He is pilot 
of a P-47, fighter craft. 


RICHARD E. GRANT has been as’ 
signed to the U. S. Naval Hospital at San 
Diego, California. He has just received 
a promotion from second to first class 
hospital attendant. 


Set. CHAUNCEY ERICKSON is now 
located at the Reno, Nevada, Air Base. 
In July he becomes eligible for a “hash 
mark” and saw service in the Caribbean 
and Central America before returning to 
the States as a member of the air force. 

A letter dated April 8 and mailed May 
9 indicates that Pfc. HAROLD BRADY 


hasn’t lost much of his ‘taddressograph 
complex.” Harold is still at Camp Abbott, 


cami 
> 
™ 
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Thomas Roller 


2. (Right) Sgt. Wilma McIntire of the Nebraska City and 
Lincoln business offices sent us these pictures from Lemoore 
Army Air Field at Lemoore, California. The Lemoore Aileron 
published the picture at the right in its April issue together 
with a full page story about the WACs, and Wilma occupied 
a prominent place in the story. With her is Pfc. Bessie 
Nicely whom she trained in teletype work. There are 12 
WACs and 5 men in her detachment. 


3. (Below) ‘‘Home Sweet Home” for Wilma and her room- 
mate. In the original photograph but not visible in the cut 
were pictures along the wall of friends and relatives. Among 
these was Marie Furman, formerly with the Lincoln business 


office. 


Oregon, plying his trade of mimeograph 
and addressograph operator. 

News from’ Pvt. TOM ROLLER, finds 
him a member of a wire and communica- 


tions battery in the field artillery at Camp 
Roberts, California. 


One soldier who considers himself to 
be very fortunate is Pvt. HOWARD 
STACY, of Camp Campbell, Kentucky. 
His spring gift box arrived while he was 
in the field on bivouac, and he found that 
the edible portions of its contents supple- 
mented his menu of “C” rations very 
nicely. 

A letter from Sgt. RUTH TRUTNA 
BARNARD at Orlando, Florida, tells of 
her transfer to the Provost Marshall's of- 
fice as secretary and typist. Ruth was 
formerly in the WAC M.P. unit which 
has been disbanded at that field. 


Lt. PHIL GARVEY writes from Italy 
that he is keeping his nose pressed hard 
against the grindstone with a great deal 
of maintenance work and some new con- 
struction. He saw the recent eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius and weathered a two day 
rain of cinders. 


There’s a very impatient Nebraskan 
sweating out his advanced infantry train- 
ing at Camp McCain, Mississippi. As 
Pvt. ROYCE HILMER describes it: “The 
camp isn’t so hot and the weather is ter- 
rible. We just can’t get used to this hot 
steamy climate after being raised in dear 
old Nebraska.” Royce is anxious to get 


over into the jungle with his buddy, 
WESLEY HAYES, but already has his 
eye on the day when he can fasten on 
his “hooks” and scramble up a black dia- 
mond again. 


A veteran of the South Pacific wars re- 
turned to Lincoln on furlough during the 
month. Cpl. BILL HUDDLESTON, son 
of Bert Huddleston, general storekeeper, 
was selected as one of a group to receive 
an instructor's course at Cherry-Point 
North Carolina and Bill was able to ob- 
tain the welcome furlough for a visit with 
the home folks. Bill wears two stars sig- 
nifying his part in two major engagements, 
while his travels as a Marine have carried 
him through much of the South and Cen- 
tral Pacific areas. He was stationed for a 
time on Roi, a “hot-spot” of the Marshall 
Islands invasion. 


Pvt. ERVIN KLUNDT, of the Has- 
tings plant department, finds England to 
be much more beautiful than he expected 
and the people to be very solicitous in 
their efforts toward the entertainment and 
welfare of the American soldier. 

Pfc. LLOYD CLEVELAND was able 
to take advantage of a ten-day delay 
enroute during the middle of May. Need- 
less to say, his time was mainly used 
selling himself to Cleveland Junior, who, 
being a chip off the old block, is very 
suspicious of smooth talking strangers. 
Upon his return to duty, Lloyd reported 
to the air field at Greensboro, North 
Carolina, for what he thinks and hopes 
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may be but a sojourn on his way to the 
combat area. 


A return card from WALTER WILL- 
COXON of the construction department, 
finds him now located at the Naval Re- 
ceiving Station, Shoemaker, California. 
Walter received his seaman second-class 
rating upon completion of the basic course 
at Farragut, Idaho. 


Pvt. VERN AMICK, Weeping Water 
plant department, was one of the many 
thousand former members of the ground 
forces who were returned to their old out- 
fits in the recent release of personnel from 
the Cadet Training Program. Vern is at 
Camp Crowder, Missouri, in the signal 
corps but has not as yet been assigned 
to specialized training. 


Another homecomer of the month was 
Pfc. MOREANE ALLDRITT, on fur- 
lough from the army air field at Newport, 
Arkansas. Moreane, prior to her enlist- 
ment in the WAC’s a year ago, was chief 
operator at David City. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


Wm. R. Behrns, Pfc. to Cpl. 

R. E. Grant, H.A. 2/C to H.A. 1/C. 
W. R. Huddleston, Pfe. to Cpl. 
Charles Kermoade, S 2/C to S 1/C. 
Ted Ray, Chf. Yeoman to Lt. (jg). 
Walter Willcoxon, A.S. to S 2/C. 


Virgil Warren 


ARTICLES AND NEWS ITEMS 


Florence Buehler Retires 
LORENCE BUEHLER, cashier in 


the Beatrice commercial office, 
retired from active service on June 
1, 1944 in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the 
Company's pen- 
sion plan for em- 
ployees. She had 
been with the 
Company at Be- 
atrice continu- 
ously for over 
o twenty-six years. 


£oO% wed Her service 
record dates back 
to January 1, 
1918 when she was employed as a 
stenographer and clerk in the Be- 
atrice commercial office. She was 
made district stenographer on Febru- 
ary 16, 1933 for W. H. Caman, who 
was district manager at that time, and 
held that position until July 1, 1941 
when she became cashier. 


Florence Buehler 


She will make her home at Be- 
atrice and the “News” wishes her 
many happy days in the years to 
come. 


Walroth Takes Over 


Lincoln Directory 
UPERVISION of the Lincoln di- 


\” rectory compilation was placed in 
charge of George E. Walroth on 
June 1 according to an announcc- 
ment by H. F. McCulla, general com- 
mercial superintendent. Mr. Walroth 
will assume the title of acting direc- 
tory compilation supervisor in addi- 
tion to his present title of credit man- 
ager. Both directory and credit activi- 
ties will be under his supervision. R. 
C. Parsons was named actin” assist- 
ant credit supervisor to aid Mr. 
Walroth in the latter connection. 


Both have had extensive experi- 
ence in commercial activities and are 
well qualified to assume these added 
responsibilities. 


Roy Rogers 
Returns to Duty 


Re ROGERS’ many friends are 
glad to see him back on the job 
at York after almost two years of 
retirement under the pension plan. 
He is working in the toll terminal 
room and on _ switchboard main- 
tenance. 
Mr. Rogers retired September 1, 
1942 after having served with the 
Company since August, 1913. 


Merna Stewart New 
Assistant Chief Operator 
at David City 

ERNA A. STEWART was ap- 


pointed assistant chief operator 
at David City last month according 
to an announcement by R. S. Brew- 
ster, general traffic superintendent. 
Miss Stewart takes the place of Betty 
Ann Northway who resigned to 
move to California. 


Benefit Association 


Pays Claims 

Ca for surgery and hospital- 
ization paid by the Telephone 

Employees Mutual Benefit Associa- 

tion during May were: E. A. Ernst, 


Auburn, $93.00; Marian Blake, Lin- 


coln, $62.00; J. P. Fowler, Tecum- 
seh, $35.00; Mrs. Verda J. Ashford, 
Lincoln, $46.50; G. E. Damon, Hum- 
boldt, $5.00; Irene M. Siefert, Lin- 
coln, $5.00; and George Mehuron, 
York, $77.00. 


Mouden Goes to Osceola 
ILLIAM M. MOUDEN, York 


combinationman, has been trans- 
ferred to Osceola in the same capac- 
ity effective June 1 according to 
word from F. E. Behm, general plant 
superintendent. “Bill” has acquired 
many friends in York and we are sure 
he will be missed there. We wish 
him well in his new assignment. 


V7. W. Putney 


Charles T. Stuart 


Henry C. Woods 


6 lige new members to our Company’s Board of Directors were elected 

at the spring meeting of that body. They are W. W. Putney of Lincoln, 
president of the Midwest Life Insurance Company; Charles T. Stuart of Lin- 
coln, president of the Stuart Investment Company; and Henry C. Woods of 
Chicago, vice-president of the Sahara Coal Company. Mr. Stuart is the son 
of the late Charles Stuart, who before his death was a director of the Com- 
pany for many years. Each of these men is qualified admirably by long ex: 
ccutive experience and all are recognized leaders in their respective fields. 
Their selection is another step forward in the management and direction of 
Company policies and affairs. 
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Marjorie Whiting Back 


E ARE happy to see Marjorie 

Whiting back on the job as 
switchboard operator in the Lincoln 
Business Office. Marj has been ab- 
sent for several months following an 
operation and it just didn’t seem 
right not to have her around. 


Smith's Iris Garden 


A Spot of Beauty 
._B. SMITH of the Lincoln cable 


department has an iris garden at 
his home at 901 North 29th Street 
which was the center of admiration 
and enjoyment for many of his tele- 
phone friends this year. 


A more beautiful spot would be 
difficult to imagine. The plot ex- 
tends 190 by 100 feet and is filled 
solidly with iris of every kind and 
color imaginable. 

“Art” modestly gives Mrs. Smith 
all the credit saying that she does 
the work and he just admires them. 
Mrs. Smith agrees that iris are her 
hobby. Since she started to add to 
the assortment in 1936 she has 
acquired over 300 varieties, some 
of which are quite rare. All of 


Our General Traffic Superintendent Says - - - - 


HE achievement of success poses a challenge to each of us. For the 
man or woman is rare who does not feel a pride in accomplishment. 
But success is an abstract term with many different meanings de- 

pending upon one’s point of view. Some measure 
success in terms of monetary wealth. in the attain- 
ment of leadership or the acquisition of knowledge. 
And certainly success may be achieved throuth a 


life of service to others. 


You and I may never acquire a great amount 
of wealth in the telephone business. The other 
attributes of success, however, are here and within 
our grasp. It has been my observation that each 
employee who sets a goal and sticks to it will 
realize a comfortable living, recognition and _ posi- 
tion and at the end of the useful period in life 
may look forward to security and comfort through a properly planned 
savings program and the pension for which our Company has provided. 

So I say to those who are truly interested in their work and future, 
let’s set our goal for ultimate success in the telephone business. 


them, however, seemed to _ hold 
enough color and beauty to be classi- 
fied in this category. 

The Smiths should derive a great 
amount of pleasure and satisfaction 
in the pursuit of such a worthwhile 
undertakinc. 


Collection Letter 


Pays Dividends 
| . B. CARY, district commercial 


manager at Lincoln, showed us 
a collection letter the other day that 
he thinks should rate first either in 
efficiency or inefficiency, dependin* 
upon the point of view. 

It was written from his office in 
March, 1935 to a former subscriber 
who had moved to Newberg, Ore- 
gon owing the Company the total 
sum of $5.40. The account had been 
charged off as uncollectible and for- 
gotten but last month along came a 
check for the full amount together 
with the letter with this note penned 
at the bottom: “Just ran across this 
letter that has been in a trunk we 
had in storave for several years. 
Sorry it has taken so long to get it 
to you.” 

Somebody page Diozenes. 


—R. 8. BREWSTER. 


The President Receives 


University Citation 
RESIDENT Frank H. Woods was 


among five Nebraska alumni to 
receive distinguished service awards 
presented by the executive committee 
of the University 
Alumni Associa- 
tion and the Uni- 
versity Board of 
regents last 
month. The 
awards are pre- 
sented annually 


to not more than 
five alumni who 
have distin- 
guished themselves as citizens and in 
service to the University. 


F. H. Woods 


Mr. Woods received a certificate, 
and a citation was read at the time 
the award was conferred. Chancel- 
lor Boucher later presented him with 
a medal at the commencement exer- 
cises of the University. 


The text of the citation was as 
follows: “Frank H. Woods, Lincoln, 
alumnus, class of 1890; president, 
since its founding in 1903, of the 
Lincoln Telephone Company, the 
tirst telephone company in the world 
to install an automatic service ex- 
change; chairman of the board of 
Addressograph-Multigraph corpora- 
tion; president of the National In- 
dependent Telephone association in 
1911; a leading figure in the develop- 
ment of the plan which eliminated 
competing telephone exchanges and 
effected a unified, consolidated tele- 
phone service thruout the United 
States; pioneer in the development 
of automatic telephone service, now 
world wide in use; illustrious organ- 
izer, executive, banker, industrialist, 
administrator and benefactor; charter 
member and promulgator of the Uni- 
versity Foundation. A distinguished 
citizen and a foremost alumnus of the 
university.” 


Join the “Fighting Fifth.” Buy an 
extra War Bond during the Fifth 
War Loan Drive. 
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Out. of. Order 


A NUMBER of people have ex- 

pressed an interest in the front 
cover of the May “News” and have 
inquired as to the site of the open 
wire lead in the picture. According 
to a notation on the back of the 
photograph the picture was taken a 
few miles east of Lincoln on O Street 
near what was then the Shrine 
Country Club. It may be noted that 
the highway was not paved which 
would indicate that the time was 
several years ago. 


The picture of the Signal Corps 
man on the front cover of the June 
issue was taken in the New Hebrides 
islands in the southwest Pacific and 
was obtained through the courtesy of 
the War Department. He is tying 
two basket weaves to support 40 pair 
telex cable. This type suspension is 
a field expedient devised to minimize 
the effect of palms swaying. 


“Old Doc” Lawson stands some- 
what in ill repute at the moment, at 
least in the eyes of “Chaunce” 
Eggerss, well known Lincoln com- 
mercial golf expert. “Chaunce” was 
in the throes of a slightly upset 
stomach recently and to his shame 
and misfortune happened to mention 
the fact to Ken. He expected sym- 
pathy and condolence but instead 
received diagnosis and _ treatment. 
Ken told him to go to a drug store 
and get a certain’ pill which 
“Chaunce” obediently did. They 
were slightly smaller than a_ half 
dollar but “Chaunce™” was so anxious 
for relief that he went straight home 


and swallowed one without even 
bothering to chew it up. He was in 
immediate difficulties. The pill 
doubtless would have negotiated the 
esophagus of a full grown Percheron 
without difficulty but it couldn’t get 
past the first curve in Eggerss’ swan 
like throat. He coughed and sput- 
tered and it wouldn’t come up and 
he drank quarts of water and it 
wouldn’t go down. And then he had 
a happy thought. “If the wet wash 
method wouldn’t work why not try 
a dry pusher technique. After all, a 
ram rod pushed through a rifle barrel 
shoves all the debris along in front 
of it.” So he started to eat dry bread 
by the handfuls and was happy in 
his decision. But after a half loaf or 
so he discovered he wasn’t getting 
any place. Instead of the pill going 
down, the neck merely filled up and 
he had an added problem on his 
hands. The conclusion is somewhat 
vague because we never did hear 
how he came out. Some of. his 
friends, however, have noted that 
he now speaks with a crumby accent. 


The 
INVASION 


War Bond Sales Campaign 


June 12 to July 15 


BY GUY O. SEATON 
The hour has struck. Our fight- 


ing men have landed on the shores of 
France in the great invasion for 
which we all have waited. The 
Allied countries have made every 
preparation possible for this tre- 
mendous effort which will, in the 
end, bring defeat to the Nazis and 
their cohorts, but they realize full 
well the gigantic task that lies ahead. 
They know that the cost in human 
lives and suffering will be enormous, 
that it will be the bloodiest part of 
the whole struggle. And to the end 
that this great loss may be minimized 
insofar as possible almost incompre- 
hensible amounts of ammunition, 
planes, ships, tanks and other imple- 
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ments of war, and the largest armies 
and navies the world has ever known 
are being employed. 


All of this costs billions and bil- 
lions of dollars and Uncle Sam is ask- 
ing us to lend him another 18 billions 
of dollars so that our fighting men 
and women may have the very best 
equipment possible with which to do 
their job. 


To many of us this matter of lend- 
ing money to Uncle Sam is our only 
Opportunity of having a real part in 
the monstrous task that lies ahead — 
a real part in ending this terrible 
carnage —a real part in bringing 
home safely as many of our fight- 
ing men and women as possible. 


Our part in this will be measured 
largely by the amount of funds 
loaned to the Government through 
the purchase of War Bonds. Let us 
therefore do our utmost whether it 
be much or little, and ours will be 
the satisfaction of having helped to 
the limit of our ability. 


Our interest in this is a very real 
and personal one by reason of the 
123 fellow employees and the 207 
sons, daughters and husbands of the 
employees, as well as the many sisters 
and brothers, who are out there risk- 
ing their all for us, and it would be 
unthinkable for us to let them down. 


People’s Banner 

of David City 

Under New Management 
HE “News” extends a hand of 


welcome to the new publishers 
of the People’s Banner of David 
City, Mr. A. H. Morton and Mr. 
H. E. Hosch, experienced newspaper 
men and printers, who took over the 
paper on April 15 from Ed. L. Run: 
yon, long time editor and publisher. 


We regret the retirement of Mr. 
Runyon from our circle of news’ 
paper friends but are certain that the 
new publishers will carry on the 
splendid policies that has made the 
paper one of the oustanding weeklies 
in the state, 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Ramona Francis, Associate Editor 


Beaver Crossing 


Jean Harter of the York (how did the 
Western District get in here?) office was a 
recent Visitor. Always glad to have visitors 
Jean, S° drop in again real soon. 


Louisville 


Aren't milestones in one’s life nice 
though! Dona Williams thinks so because 
she just Passed one. The occasion was her 
graduation from high school. Congratula- 
tions Dona, and don’t tell us that you 
didn’t fall flat on your face as you were 
receiVIN& your “brain certificate.” Si 
Miriam Carter had a fling at traveling 
recently. She spent the week-end of May 
20th at her home in Greenwood. Good old 
“Frome Sweet Home” huh, Miriam? 


Nebraska City 


Another “plug pusher” has been added 
to the force here recently. She is Betty 
Balfour, and Betty the welcome mat is 
spread Out wide for you... . Eunice Cop- 
enhaver 1S on her vacation entertaining 
her POY friend who is here on furlough 
from Puerto Rico. Don’t some gals have all 
the Juck though! . . . Speaking of vaca- 
tions (€4Nd we will be from now on), Mar- 
jorie GeSS is spending her carefree time 
at her home in Dunbar. How does it feel 
to pe 4 ‘lady of leisure,” Marg? ... Mrs. 
Dorothy Waters has been all smiles lately, 
Could it be from the fact that her soldier- 
husband will be home soon on furlough 
before £°lng to Florida? Dorothy informs 
us that she will begin her vacation next 
Week. Can you blame her?... Congratu- 
lationS 8° to Miriam Haase who has com- 
pleted her toll training,’ and is now a “full- 
fledged’ Operator. . . . Two of our former 
“hello 8irls” were up to see us recently. 
Evelyn Letelier, now a WAVE, was home 
on leave for a few days and told us all 
about the Navy, and Barbara (Pfann) 
Bohl spent a few days in Nebraska City 
before returning to sunny (?) California. 

' Ralph Connors, our esteemed wire 
chief, has been absent for a few days. 
due to his helping Francis Darnold on the 
installing of the new two-position switch- 
board at Dunbar. The job should be com- 
pleted this week, and Dunbar should be a 
mighty Proud tributary. . . . Nadine 
Borland spent May 12 in Union visiting 
Joyce Moore, The occasion was a country 


George Hansen of Lincoln and John Pot- 

ter of Ashland are the subjects in this 

study of a contrast in moods. George is 

getting a big wallop out of one of his 

“humdingers” but John says, ‘“Tain't 
funny, my _ friend.” 
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school picnic where Joyce is “teach”... . 
Mr. “Billy”? Lant of our commercial depart- 
ment is home on sick leave. Come on Billy, 
hurry and get well and come back to us. 
... Art Lamberson’s big grin lately can be 
accounted for by his son, Lawrence, being 
home on leave from the Navy. 


Plattsmouth 


Not much news this month, but we'll 
start out right away by welcoming a new 
student. She is Mary Wetenkamp, and a 
mighty nice little gal too... . Frankie 
Krejci, a swell operator, has just returned 
from her vacation amid much sighing. 
Guess it’s because she had such a grand 
time and realizes that there won’t be an- 
other 2-week stretch for a year. Frankie 
stayed at home this year except for a 
short period spent in Omaha visiting 
friends. 

Seward 


“In spring a young man’s fancy turns 
lightly to thoughts of love,’’ or so said 
someone, and this being Leap Year things 
are really happening around this office. 
One of the recent torches aflame is that 

of “Evey” (Evelyn) Waite. Woops! ’nuf 
said!!!... Inez Grigsby is a new student, 
and we certainly wish her luck in her new 
career. A nice big welcome too, Inez.... 
It’s not the love bug that caught up with 
Ruth Burns this time but the measles. 
Personally, I prefer the love bug, but we 
can’t always be ‘‘choosey.”’ At this writing, 
however, Ruth is back with us and reports 
she is “fit as a fiddle.” ... Laura Douty, 
one of our Commercial Gang, made the 
jaunt over to Hastings to spend the week- 
end of May 20 visiting her nephew and 
family. Don’t need to ask Laura if she 
had an ‘elegant’”’ time. That goes without 
saying. . . . The little gal who seems to 
have traveled the farthest is Willa Rob- 
bins. She entered the state of Colorado 
to spend a week with her mother at Wray, 
Colorado. .. . I think I'll inject a little 
sad news in here before I go on with 
more travels. Dick Manners of our 
plant department is sporting the latest 
style in sunburns. He received his 
beautiful lobster complexion while out 
fishing. All kidding aside, Dick, we know 
how painful sunburns are, and you have 
our wholehearted sympathy. ... Cpl. and 
Mrs. William Machmuller and son, Billy, 
spent a week recently with Martha, Beata. 
and Reverend Merz. Martha and Beata 
are with our traffic department. .. .We 
might end up by reporting that a number 
from our. office attended the Pioneer’s 
Banquet in Lincoln and all were more 
than enthusiastic about the wonderful 


time they had. 
Wahoo 


Whee! We have lots of vacations to re- 
port on. We’ll start out with our chief 
operator, Mrs. Flannagan. She reports that 
she “just stayed at home’”’ but when you 
see the sparkle in her eye, you know that 
home had a special meaning. It could be 
that her husband, a Ist Sgt. in our Army, 
was home on a furlough. In fact, if you 
really want to know, that was the reason. 
; Dorothy Miller took her vacation 
recently to be home when her husband re- 
ceived his furlough. They just stayed at 
home too. ... We have some visitors with 
us this month. Harry Moss and his gang, of 
the construction department, are in Wahoo 
working on the new toll line. Always glad 
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to have visitors. ... You’ve heard the old 
gag-line “Man bites dog’? Well, this had a 
different animal but the title still goes. It 
seems that Jean Bratrsovsky is a horse- 
lover, and likes nothing better than a nice 
little canter through the park. She must 
have forgotten to eat her breakfast one 
morning though because it seems she was 
hungry enough to take a hunk out of the 
horse. She swears that the thought of 
tasting dear old Dobbin had never entered 
her head, but what other reason would the 
“old nag’ have for suddenly turning on 
Jean and using her arm for an entree. To 
make this sad story short, Jean will gladly 
show you her mark of battle, only you’d 
better go equipped with sun glasses as it 
is very highly colored. Next time Jean, 
hows for taking along a bale of hay, just 
in case. 


Weeping Water 


Just two Jittle items this month. Go on 
count ’em. To start off with we’ll let you 
in on the fact that Harold Husing, of our 
construction department, and his family 
visited in Rockport, Missouri on May 17. 
A grand time was had by all... . Eleanor 
Lane was a recent Omaha visitor, only the 
occasion wasn’t very joyous. She made the 
trip to visit her sister who is confined to 
the hospital. Hope things are much better 
now, Eleanor. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering Departments 
Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 


Back with us temporarily are Thelma 
Verno, Rosalie Carlson, and Averil Adler. 
Welcome back girls, we’re glad to see you 
again. . . . Looks like vacation time has 
hit this department. Mr. Jahn started the 
ball rolling by vacationing to Santa Fe, 
N. M. He came back looking brown, and 
healthy, and was just full of interesting 
stories about the places he had visited. 
Ann Keegan cleaned house from top to 
bottom on her vacation. She says she had 
fun. Taking three days for a much needed 
rest (according to her story) was Norma 
Sitzman. She reports that she had grand 
fun and now all she needs is a good rest. 
That’s the way it goes with vacations. 
Elizabeth Fastabend has gone to California 
for a few weeks to visit with friends and 
relatives. We wonder if she’ll make use of 
that California sunshine. Whom are we 
kidding? Mr. Sievers also has taken his 
vacation. He’s snending it at his farm, so 
don't be surprised if he comes back with 
hay sticking ot of his ears and telling ex- 
ceptionally cornv jokes. And while we're 
on the subject of Farmer Sievers, did all 
you nice peovle no‘ice that beautiful rosy 
cheek of his. Cnlv it wasn’t so beautiful 
and it wasn’t so rosy—it was plenty swol- 
len and plenty red. The answer is that he 
was stung by a bee. At least that’s the 
answer he gives us! ... Nellie Stillwell 
will soon be leaving us. She’s planning on 
joining the Cadet Nurse Corps, and expects 
to take her training at East Chicago. Best 
of luck to you, Nellie. ...We have three 
items of interest about Mr. Bush. First, his 
son who is in the Army was home on fur- 
lough recently. Second, his daughter grad- 
uated from the University of Nebraska 
with honors. He's feeling very proud of his 
family. And third, he took a week’s vaca- 
tion and spent the time working and put- 
tering around the house... . Your reporter 


is feeling rather proud too, these days. 
She just received word that her boy friend 
who is in Italy was awarded the Air Medal. 

. . While her husband is taking special 
training at Duke University in North Caro- 
lina, Elaine Manion is spending a few 
weeks vacation in Lincdéln. Mrs. Manion is 
a former secretary of Mr. Devoe’s. She was 
up to visit us and was given a hearty wel- 
come by all, since she’s the accounting 
department’s favorite red-head. We were 
all glad to see and talk with her again. 
.... Betty Stroud was ill for a week, but 
we’re glad to say that she is back with us 
again. We missed her. ... They picked a 
good Manager when they chose Grace 
Hauschild for the Girls’ Baseball Team. 
She’s all enthusiastic about it. She’s 
“ready, willing, and able’’ and she says 
she can swing a mean bat, too. Good 
luck team, we’re rootin’ for you! 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


The vacation season has been officiallv 
opened for the summer bv O. A. Nelson 
and Jov Dobbs. We understand both Ole 
and Joy svent the time at home. Joy tells 
us that he used the the time to work 
around his home taking off the storm- 
sash, cleaning out the furnace etc. Of 
course, he didn’t ask our opinion, but it 
doesn’t sound too much like a rest cure 
does it? .... The armed services claimed 
two more of our boys this month. O. A. 
Buck of ‘‘Babe’’ Comb’s crew and Robert 
Boeck of John Hobson’s gang. The best of 
luck to both of you. Let’s hear from you 
often! ... . Recent visitor to the Con- 
struction Office was Captain Thad Cone. 
As Thad is the Signal Officer in charge 
of the LAAF we expect to see him often 
in the next few months. Thad is making 
his headquarters at Colorado Springs and 
covers his large territory by air whenever 
possible. Drop in any time you’re in the 
neighborhood Thad cause it’s good to hear 
that laugh again. We understand that 
Bill Huddleston, son of our General 
Storekeeper Bert Huddleston, and an em- 
ployee of this department now in the 
Marines, is now home on leave. Bill 
hasn’t been in to see us yet, but you may 
be sure we are looking forward to a 
‘gab fest’ before he shoves off again... . 
We want to welcome Arthur Alderman, 
Glen Warren, and Dallas Thege to our 
telephone family. Arthur and Glen are 
now working with John Hobson’s boys and 
Dallas Thege is with George Hansen’s crew. 

. . We have good news to report on our 
sick list. ‘Bud’ Miller is reported making 
very nice progress toward recovery, in 
fact he was able to attend the recent Pio- 
neer’s get-to-gether here in Lincoln. D. T. 
Stearns, the hard 
luck man, is now 
back working at 
light bench work in 
the company shops 
after a relapse from 
his recent accident. 
The many friends 
of Ralph Culver 
will be glad_ to 
know that he has 
just been released 
from the _ hospital. 
Ralph was hurt re- 
cently when the 
ladder he was un- 
tying slipped from 

* 4 the cable giving 
parbien! comes oo him @ nasty fall 
with his infectious Ralph sustained a 
grin forthe camera- ‘SPrained_ wrist, 
, man. bruises and lacera- 


Herb Jenkins of the 


tions of the arms. We all hope for a rapid 
recovery for him. ... Now about the news 
from the crews:—Swede Foster and crew 
are just about permanent residents of 
Fairbury by now, having worked in the 
vicinity for over two months. John Hob- 
son and Earl Eichenour’s boys are work- 
ing on the Wymore farm line repairs to- 
gether. Babe Combs and crew find plenty 
to keep them busy with the York town 
plant repair job, while George Hansen’s 
crew are rebuilding the Lincoln-Wahoo 
Toll Lines. 


Supply Department 


John Reed, Asséciate Ed-tor 


The warehouse building has recently 
undergone a re-roofing process to clear 
up a few persistent rainy weather leaks. 
For awhile we had to endure working in a 
dusty atmosphere and dodge streams of 
water that came through the opened roof 
in wet-weather spells. One. of us was “‘tar- 
red”’ when a careless workman slopped tar 
through a roof ventilator. (No, he didn’t 
get “feathered’”’ too, but he was a sight 
just the same!). Building Insvector Raloh 
Stebbings was the butt of a few caustic 
comments as a result of these mishaps. 
Mugg’s retort was that a lot of the folks 
here are all wet, so what difference did it 
make anyhow? At this writing most of this 
work is completed, and we are beginning 
to return to normal. ... Mary Ann Ernst 
is a new employee in the supply office. 
She worked part time in the office during 
May and on her recent graduation from 
the Lincoln High School is putting in full 
time as a stenographer for Ernest Royce. 
. . . The vacation season is just starting. 
W. T. Nyden, S. K. Lawrence, Ben Fer- 
guson, and yours truly are slated to take 
vacations during June. Our guess is that 
these fellows are going to spend their time 
at home, but we will let you know in the 
next issue how they made out.... Marine 
Corporal Wilfred Huddleston was in the 
Warehouse on May 29. Bill is on a 30-day 
furlough from the South Pacific area be- 
fore going to Cherry Point, North Carolina 
as instructor in the Signal Corps. He gave 
us an interesting account of his experi- 
ences in Samoa and at Roi in the Kwaja- 
lein Atoll. We were certainly glad to see 
you again, Bill! Second Lieutanent 
Floyd H. Henson was in Lincoln on 10-day 
leave at the end of April to visit friends 
and relatives. He left the city on May 3 for 
South Carolina and is probably overseas 
by this time. . Lieutenant Chauncey 
Barney was in Lincoln on 10-day leave 
on the occasion of the birth of his son. 
Chauncey was formerly employed in the 
supply department, leaving some years ago 
to hang out his shingle as lawyer. He left 
Lincoln on May 5 to return to Colorado 
Springs where he is stationed at a prisoner 
of war camp. ... We have just learned 
that Wallace T. Backus, a former ware- 
houseman who retired several years ago, 
is now working nights as elevator operator 
in the Lindell Hotel. He claims that the bes 
part of his job is wearing a ‘monkey suit" 
as he terms his rather gaudy operator's 
uniform! He seems to like the job princi- 
pally because he meets many interesting 
personalities on the elevator, but finds 
things pretty quiet in the silent hours of 
the night. . . . With interest in inter-firm 
sports now revived among company em- 
ployees, several girls from the supply of- 
fice have joined the women’s softball 
team. They are Darleen Healey, Ruth 
Marrow and Anne Pavel. After the first 
practice session at Whittier high schoo] 
under the tutelage of Lloyd Jenkins on 
May 24, the girls found themselves so 
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Chas. Crew, Geneva area manager and 
Miss Sole of the Geneva office. 


stiff and sore that they could barely craw! 
to work the next day! Russell Rauch of the 
men’s team says that the girls’ experience 
was an object lesson to him and that he 
wasn’t going to have his team go through 
any workouts until the first inter-firm 
game on June 6. Russ is afraid to ruin 
any of his superannuated players by let- 
ting them practice! All of which makes us 
highly optimistic for momentous events 
to emerge from the softball games in the 
industrial league. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Roeder, Associate Editor 


People go and people come but still the 
business office keeps right on in tune. 
Gladys Buell was just getting acquainted 
again when she resigned to join her hus- 
band. Mary Kay Booth and Jean Miller 
are out for adventure in the rugged west, 
as they left June 4th for Pasco, Wash- 
ington where they have a government 
job. We’re sure they’ll make good out 
there. . . . We have two new faces to 
brighten up our office. Maxine Forman 
and Jean Fullbrook. Welcome girls! . .- . 
Lloyd Cleveland dropped in to see his old 
friends while home on his last furlough 
before going overseas. We found that 
he still leads a soft life even in the army 
as he’s still pushing a pencil. . . . William 
Cochrane’s mother-in-law, Mrs. Edythe 
Orme, passed away May 5th at a local 
hospital. . . . What a time Gen. McMeen 
has had this month. One morning she 
caine to work with her eyes swollen al- 
most shut and the following morning she 
came to work behind a pair of dark 
glasses. The glasses really did something 
to Gen. because she’d go around the of- 
‘ice turning off the lights just because 
She couldn’t tell if the lights were really 
on. However, Gen has now put away the 
glasses and is again enjoying a normal 
life even if there are certain foods she 
can’t enjoy. . One fine morning this 
month we discovered that Mr. Waters 
had been bitten by the “Spring Bug” 
because he was really testing out his 
vocal cords on “Mairzy Doats’’. This ripple 
of music coming from Mr. Waters proved 
that F. Sinatra has another rival besides 
Bing Crosby. . Viola Graham had a 
brief vacation visiting her folks in Kansas 
over Memorial Day. ... Gertrude Merri- 
man spent a few days visiting her grand- 
father. She hasn’t seen him since she was 
In the 5th grade and we bet he thought 
She sure grew up overnight. 


Lincoln Service Department. 
Dorothy Miller, Assoc’ate Editor 
Here it is—the latest news from the 


service department. ... FLASH! The new- 
est addition to the main switchroom is 


venetian blinds. Will swallow tailed coats 
and 4-o’clock teas be nexi? ... VACA- 
TIONS—Of all the ways one might spend 
a vacation, C. C. “Doug” Perryman seems 
to be the wisest. He just took life easy 
around home and watched the grass grow 
tall. . . . “Herbie’’ Jenkins didn’t waste 
any time on his vacation. He was busy 
milking cows, feeding hogs, planting corn 
and building a fence. ... Alex M. Geist 
spent his entire vacation in May at home 
doing some decorating. . . . Frances Han- 
son spént an enjoyable week o7 her va- 
cation at home in Spencer, Nebraska, 
visiting relatives. She was doubt’ul at 
first as to whether she would get there 
without a rowboat, because of the floods, 
but she reports she made it OK. . : 
Beatrice must be a nice place to spend 
your vacation. At least “Ned” Fisher 
journeyed there for the last week of his 
vacation. .. . J. Pugsley vacationed from 
May 7 to 13. He spent some time in Iowa 
visiting his mother and the rest of the time 
in Omaha. Mr. Pugsley states he had a 
very nice vacation. “Grandpa” Bill 
Wehster was very patriotic on his vaca- 
tion. He stayed home and was nurs>-maid 
for his little granddaughter while the 
ladies took a rest. In his spare time Bill 
caught up on his correspondence to his 
many friends. George Ramsey re- 
signed from his position in the switch- 
room to join the Navy. He is enjoying 
his vacation at York with his family and 
friends before entering the armed forces. 
. . . Allan Johnson and Monas Nixon also 
resigned from their positions in the 
switchroom. ... Francis Darnold has been 
way down at Dunbar replacing a switch- 
board; and George Keith has been instal- 
ling additional equipment at the L.A.A.F. 
... R. A. “Bob” Waller, former service 
department employee, visited the service 
department May 31. For the past year 
Bob has been with the Mountain States 
Tel. Co. in Colorado Springs. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Jeanne Framstead, Associate Ed-tor 


Our column this month should be started 
with an apology for the neat disappear- 
ance we made last time; but it seems we 
were just fresh out of news. We’ll try 
to whip up a little something so we can 
at least put in our appearance. ... From 
the General Traffic office comes the news 
of a new employee—new in this depart- 
ment but an old acquaintance for she is 
Clarabell Schroll, a former long distance 
operator. Welcome Clarabelle! . . . Mon- 
day May 22, Miss Ronhovde, toll instructor. 
again took her Toll Operating Practice 
book and five brand new pupils in hand. 


Snapped curing the lunch 
(left to right) Walt Knudsen, 


i In warehouse are : ; 
Wil a: vice Bad Bert Huddleston. placing Miss Buehler, 


They are: Marilou Barton, Phyllis Belka, 
DeLoris Gary, Georgia Newman, and 
Agnes Kobza. Welcome to you too, and 
we are sure that under the able guidance 
of Caroline you will all be A-1 Toll Oper- 
ators. ... May 29, another Toll Class was 
started under the instruction of Miss 
Louise Porter. The students are: Mary 
Huber, Eleanor Davies, Barbara Frech, 
Harriet Lilly, Catherine Martin, Kathleen 
Jackson, and Mary Morphew. .. . Three 
new local operators made their appear- 
ance on May 22. Coyla Brooke, Jean Kin- 
nie, and Florence Thompson. ... Our 
operating room is filled to the brim 
with new faces. Besides the new toll and 
local classes, six school girls have of- 
fered their assistance for the summer 
months, in recording the many calls that 
come to us. Here they are: June Dono- 
van, Lillie Gannon, Norma Leckei, Dar- 
Icne Lorenz, Norma Mitchell, and Kath- 
leen Tracy. Nice work you girls are doing! 
... We have said our farewells to Lenore 
Alma and Janice Robinson. Both girls 
are making their future homes in another 
state. . . . One of our girls—Darlyne 
Mueller has joined the WAC organization. 
Congratulations to you Darlyne and the 
best of luck. . . . Erma Hruska is taking 
a leave of absence to regain her health. 
Hurry back, Erma! .. . Vacations are in 
full swing in our department. It’s the 
same old story when it comes to keeping 
un with them. We can’t get the low 
down on everyone’s travels but we always 
know when... . Margaret Lindblad spent 
her vacation in Illinois visiting relatives. 
Annetta Griess visited her parents in Sut- 
ton. Leota Smelser and Mollie Michael 
journeyed to Chicago. . Esther Bor- 
chers, Ruth and Lola Heatherington were 
also early vacationers. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Mr. Nelson recuperated from the mumps 
very nicely. He received quite a few gifts 
while he was sick and wishes to thank all 
the givers for remembering him. ; 
Corrine Jezewski went to Omaha May 24 
to meet her daughter, Joan, who is em- 
ployed in Los Angeles, California. 
Barbara Jean Brown graduated from the 
Auburn high school May 19. Congratula- 
tions Barbara Jean. .. . Oakel Butler has 
keen enjoying a visit with her nephew, 
-vid Russell, Jr. David is a Gunners 
Mate 2/c and has been in the Navy for 
four years. He was on the Oklahoma at 
the time Pearl Harbor was attacked and 
sine? that time he has been on a destroyer 
in the Paci“ic. This is the first leave that 
David has had since 
he’s been in the 
Navy. . . . Corrine 
Jezewski is enjoying 
a two weeks vaca- 
fion. .. . Cpl. Lloyd 
Dalton, wife and son 
were guesis of Oakel 
Butler. Cpl. Dalton is 
stationed at Victoria, 
Kansas. 


Eeatrice Commercial 
Depariment 

We were sorry to 
lose our cashier, Flor- 
>nee Buehler, who re- 
tired June 1. She will 
be sincerely missed 
by all who have 
worked with her. 
Wilma Ramklu is re- 
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as cashier. ... We are happy to welcome 
to our force, Virginia Kaiser as commer- 
cial clerk and Winifred Jackson as relief 
clerk. Florence Buehler enjoyed a pleas- 
and week-end trip to Manhattan, May 21 
io visit friends. 


Beatrice Plant Department 


George Sumner was our first vaca- 
tioner, taking his time during May. 
George spent most of his vacation visiting 
friends and relatives at Clay Center and 
Hastings. ... They are at least persistant. 
Eob Schouborg and Frank Nevitt tried 
treir luck fishing May 21 and again NO 


- FISH. 


Beatrice Traffic Department 


With vacations started, news should be 

plentiful but Birdene Garrison isn’t giving 
us much information except that the last 
evening was spent 
dining and dancing 
at the Music Box in 
Omaha. .. . Mrs. 
Boehmer formerly 
Gayle Seckman is 
spending several 
weeks in California 
with her husband 
who is stationed in 
San Francisco... . 
Bertha Sharp is 
taking a forced va- 
cation. It’s tough to 
be ill isn’t it, Ber- 
tha? We hope you 
will be back with us 
soon. . . . We’re Helen Pickard, ef- 
glad to welcome ficient and popular 
Dorothy Whitehead clerk in the ac- 
to the force. Really counting depart- 
she’s not a white- ment toll billing 
head but a pretty group. 
little brunette. ... 
While most girls roller skate, Wilma Grupe 
bowls. We're told her team ended the 
year in fourth place and the daily paper 
informs us she was elected president of 
the Beatrice Ladies Major League. Con- 
gratulations, Wilma. . Ellen Wrights- 
man had a nice little red traffic ticket 
on her ‘‘Chevy”’ one noon, you see she 
was “almost pinched for parking.” ... 
Because of ill health, Dorothy Kloke re- 
signed April 21. 


Brock 


Joyce Kennedy has been employed as 
an operator at the Brock echange and 
commenced her duties the first of June. 
Congratulations Joyce. . Ruth Doug- 
herty who has been employed for three 
years aS an operator at Brock has handed 
in her resignation for June 1. We hate to 
see Ruth go but wish her a lot of luck 
for the future. 


Burchard 


Mrs. Wilcox accompanied Mrs. Divis of 
Steinauer to the Pioneer’s meeting on 
May 12. 


Dawson 


Ester West visited May 14 in Soldier, 
Kansas with her parents and on May 16 
in Humboldt with her sister. Mrs. Olive 
Smith is taking the place of Mrs. Ora 
Ulmer, who resigned May 20. 


Fairbury 


Jean Harris is spending her vacation 
at home. . . . Helen Holloway is next on 
the list for a vacation and she will spend 
part of the time in Lincoln. ... Mr. J. Cc. 
Gear’s son, Cpl. Willism Gear left May 
17 for his station at Shreveport, Louisiana, 
after spending his furlough in Fairbury. 
Another son, Cecil of Vancouver, Wash- 
ington enlisted in the Navy, May 6 ana 


expects to be called soon. . .. WAVE 
Marie Lesher, a former operator, visited 
the Fairbury exchange recently. She re- 
ports for duty at the Great Lakes Naval 
hospital after spending her furlough with 
her parents at Fairbury. 


Friend 


On the evening of May 4, the operators 
had a reunion, when former Assistant 
Chief Operator Betty Shunk of Friend 
now toll supervisor in Los Angeles was 
home on her vacation and entertained 
the operators, cashier, and as_ special 
guests, Pfc. Moreane Alldritt of Newport, 
Ark., formerly chief operator at David 
City prior to joining the WACS, Mrs. 
Margaret Marcum Glaser, and Mrs. Clara 
Shunk Craig, former operators. Roberta 
Redman has been confined at her home 
with the mumps. We miss your cheerful- 
ness, Tiny, hurry back. Since our 
plans for a surprise on Nona Brusnahan 
in April did not materialize, we decided 
to try one on our chief operator’s birth- 
day. On May 9, our group was successful 
in their attempt, and it was a complete 
surprise. Since Mrs. Peters stays at the 
home of our cashier, it was easily ar- 
ranged. We found her very industriously 
engaged in some embroidery work. It was 
our privilege to have as special guests, 
Betty Shunk of Los Angeles, Pfc. Mor- 
eane Alldritt of Newport, Ark. and Mrs. 
G. D. Brock. 


Humboldt 


Pvt. E. E. Harbour of Brekenridge, 
Kentucky is visiting his mother, Mrs. G. 
L. Harbour. 


Johnson 


Lydia Krogman is a new operator at the 
Johnson exchange and she started her 
duties May 15. Congratulations Lydia. ... 
Shirley Ray, daughter of Irene Ray, chief 
operator-cashier at Johnson, graduated 
at the Johnson High School May 15. 
Shirley assists her mother in the tele- 
phone office at Johnson. Congratulations 
Shirley. . . . Shirley Ray is spending the 
week of May 22 in Beatrice. 


Nemaha 


Esther Fritz chief operator-cashier at 
Nemaha, visited with her folks in Adams, 
Nebraska on May 24. 


Peru 


Thelma Sayer graduated from the Peru 
high school May 25. Congratulations 
Thelma. 


Steinauer 


Mrs. Bridget Divis spent several days 
at Colon, Nebraska 
visiting friends and 
relatives. 


Sterling 


Betty Janssen 
visited the Sterling 
office, May 23. 


Table Rock 


Pearl Wright and 
Elsie Wenzbauer 
joined our forces 
this month. Wel- 
come, Pearl and 
Elsie. . . . Erma 
Jancik started her 
vacation May 22. 


Tecumseh 


Louise Erdman, sec- 
retary to the gen- 
Wm. Eckles and eral ee ae 
en’ bet dics s perintenden an 
family visited the an important cog in 
J. P. Fowler home the functioning of 
April 22 and 23. The general commercial 
Fowler family spent details. 


‘ LempkKa _ returned 


April 30 at Weeping 
Water. ... Joan 


from her’ vacation 
May 15. ... June 
Nichols visited her 
mother, Mrs. Hazel 
Nichols, May 13.... 
Jack Fowler had his 
tonsils. removed May 
6 and was able to re- 
turn to work May 18. 
The area office has 
been moved to the 
Hopkins Hotel build- 
ing. ... Dorothy 
Baird resigned and 
has departed for 
Texas. ...I. V. Hal- 
verstadts’-- daughter, 
Gena, arrived May 13 
from Seattle for a 
visit with her par- 
ents. Don  Halver- 
stadt arrived from 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, May 17... . Lt. 
(J.G.) Keith Gibbs, brother-in-law of Jerry 
Murphy, arived home from overseas and 
spent a week at the Murphy home... . 
Goldia Thompson entertained her sister 
the week of May 15. ... Janet Pope re- 
ceived word that her sister, who is a WAC, 
has been transferred to Colorado Springs. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Exeter 


Patricia Erdkamp took a vacation from 
her duties at the Exeter exchange begin- 
ning May 15. 


Geneva 


Erma Dixon spent May 21 in Lincoln 
visiting her sister. . . . The school girls, 
Norma Fischer, Ardeen Hofferber, and 
Patricia Murrell graduated May 26. . 
Maxine Franzen took a ten-day vacation 
beginning May 239. . Marian Hillgren 
was absent from work several days caring 
for her mother. ... Winona Bobbitt and 
Elsie Sole had birthdays during the month 
of May. 


Harvard 


Lois Ann Majors resigned April 29 and 
has left for her home in Aurora. . : 
Katherine Hohnstein attended the Inde- 
pendent Pioneers Telephone Meeting in 
Lincoln. ... Mrs. Neva Cameron of Port- 
land, Oregon, is our new operator. 


Hastings Commercial Department 


It was really “old home week” in the 
commercial office the latter part of May 
with Mrs. Bette Willmes, nee Duncan, and 
Mrs. Harry Svec, the former Frances 
Fagan, making their return on the same 
day. Bette is with her husband stationed 
at Norman, Oklahoma, and Fran mingles 
with the stars in Hollywood. ... Another 
recent visitor in the commercial office 
was Mrs. Skaard of the Accounting De- 
partment. ... Mrs. Alma Herzog is home 
again after spending several months in 
Washington, D. C. with her husband... 
That cloud of smoke settling over the 
Mary Lanning Hospital is not the latest 
in camouflage tactics but merely J. W. 
Dudgeon in Room 12, puffing on those 
big black cigars brought him by his many 
admirers. What we want to know, though, 
Jim, is—when they put you under, did 
your cigar go out too? We're all waiting 
patiently for his return for that desk 
looks awful lonely. 
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Frank Donovan and Rex Winders discuss things in general over 
a second cup of coffee at the Lincoln warehouse. 


Hastings Plant Department 


W. E. Cummings started his vacation 
May 29. We are happy to report that C. L. 
Millholen is improving. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


New faces in our office this month are 
Mrs. Pennartz, Mrs. Ware, Mrs. Jones 
and Miss Jean Snell. We also have Mrs. 
Barth and Miss Bernice Parr as toll 
students. . . . As the school year closes, 
we find many who enjoyed “sneak day”’. 
Mrs. Gwen Jackson, Norma Turner and 
Darlene Froschheuser spent that day in 
Lineoln. . . . Miss “Liz’’ Zimmerman 
spent the week end of May 28 in Colorado 
Springs visiting her fiance. She came 
back insisting her name is still ‘‘Miss’’. 
; We have reason to believe that 
when a person gets hungry, their eyes 
get weak. This seems to be especially true 
of Melba Richards and Minnie Metcalf. 
They walked into the “Queen City” one 
Wednesday afternoon and found the place 
quite deserted. No waitress, no nothing. 
Time getting shorter, they decided to go 
elsewhere. Upon leaving the ‘‘Queen”’ they 
noticed a small sign on the door—‘‘Closed 
for the day’. . . . Dorothy Osterthun had 
a birthday and naturally a party. A good 
time was had by all. Oleta Wicker, a real 
kitchen lover, decided to invent a new 
cool refreshing drink. It would have 
turned out OK but Oleta got the drink by 
mistake. .. . Florence Ransom had a little 
trouble with a man—over the wires of 
course. If any of you girls use a pay 
Phone and don’t know where to put the 
nickle, get Flossie on the other end of the 
wire and you can’t miss. . .. Marilyn 
Hayes left us May 1 and was married in 
Texas. We all wish her much happiness. 

. . Alice Loskill also left us to become 
a June bride. We wish you loads of luck 
in your future. ... That’s all for this time 
but we’ll be ready to catch all the laughs 
for next month. 


Hebron 


Mrs. Josephine Renken, Cashier in this 
office since May 27, 1943, resigned May 11 
to spend some time with her husband who 
is leaving soon for the Service of his 
country. .. . Roenabelle Archer took over 
the duties of Cashier May 8. .. . Rose 
Mary McGregor and Adleen Aherns have 
Just completed an important step in their 
education. They received their diplomas 
from the Hebron High School on May 17. 

- Loetta Hartley spent a week end re- 
cently with her parents at Belvidere... . 
Orlene Philippi visited her parents at 
Bruning on May 14. 


Ohiowa 


Evelyn Heater had a very pleasant visit 
from her husband home on furlough... 
The operators enjoyed a weiner roast 
May 24, after which they attended a pic- 
ture show. 


Osceola 


Betty Wright is the first vacationer 
from this exchange. She started her va- 
cation June 1, and planned to spend the 
time at home taking things eaSy. 


Polk 


The Polk employees held a farewell 
party for Hope Bailey on May 11. Hope 
resigned from her position as operator 
and left for her home in Mead on May 
15 where she plans to spend some time. 


Shickley 


Mrs. Margaret Morgan, chief operator- 
cashier, spent a few days in Wahoo visit- 
ing relatives. She also spent a few days 
in Lincoln with her son who is in the 
hospital. 


Superior 


Miss Metcalf visited the Superior office 
for the first time recently. Mrs. Frances 
Stuck planned her vacation to coincide 
with her husband’s furlough but bad luck 
Overtook Chet, who arrived home serl- 
ously ill. Frances’ husband was In a 
Hastings hospital but has now been re- 
leased and we hope he will enjoy a speedy 
recovery. ... Mary Ann Hudson is wear- 
ing a lovely diamond ring. . . . Our heart- 
felt sympathy goes to Lois McDowell 
who was notified that her fiance had 
lost his life in the service of his 
country somewhere in Italy. ..- - Two 
more flats. (We mean tires). Eleanor Hen- 
sell and Frances Sarchet not only have 
bad luck following them but most of the 
time it’s right on top of them when they 
go for a spin in the Ford. Anyone driving 
along in the Kansas hills towards Mankato 
one nice warm May day not so long ago 
would have seen a couple of tired and dis- 
gusted girls changing tires on their ve- 
hicle. . . . Little “Shrimpy’’ Whitney, son 
of H. L. (Shrimp) Whitney, broke his nose 
in a game of baseball but anxiously 
awaited the next scheduled game SO he 
could be back in it again. 


Sutton 


Miss Metcalf, Traveling Instructor, 
visited the Sutton Traffic Department 
May 25... . Miriam Griess, commercial 
clerk, had to cause a little excitement by 
breaking out with the measles at the of- 
fice. Run for your life! . . . Fred Adkins, 
area manager, donned a pair of overalls 
and went with the boys to clean up the 
pole yard. We like his new attire. It’s 
really quite becoming. . . . Jack Manka- 
myer has the right attitude about things. 
He has purchased a new white “Easter 
bonnet and it’s really classy. -- - Perry 
Caldwell was also in the buying mood, 
having purchased a little dog with ears 
that drag on the ground. He was baptized 
“Rusty”. 


York 


Jane Walsh, Margaret Laird and Marie 
Welge are new local students and Mrs. 
Betty Klunat is our new toll student... - 
George Mehuron has returned from the 
Veterans’ Hospital at Lincoln and Arideen 
Rhoads is back from the hospital in York. 
._ 3 Mrs. Betty Kupper, nee Pickrel, 
dropped in to say “Hello” the other day. 

. . Mrs. Marie Meyers returned to work 
after a short trip to see her husband 
who is in the Army... . The chief oper- 
ator’s house has had a little red sign on It 


for about a month—‘Chickenpox—Keep 
Out’. When one of her girls came down 
with them, the other one waited two 
weeks just to be different. 


“POWWOW" 
(Continued from Page 2) 
occasions when brute force was re- 
quired were John Backstrom and 


Mina Schmidt, both of Lincoln. 


Each participant was asked a series 
of questions which if answered in- 
correctly resulted in his going 
through with the “consequence.” 
And in order to be sure that no- 
body got away it was necessary to 
find three “judges” who were en- 
tirely unscrupulous and devoid of 
principle. These requirements were 
met completely in the persons of Carl 
Ahl and Clyde Boyles of Lincoln 
and Jim Dudgeon of Hastings. Jim 
had a list of alleged answers which 
he held upside down, Clyde rang 
the bell which called time and Carl 


blew the “razberry” for each hapless 


wretch with great gusto. 


Of course there were some serious 
moments during the meeting. Presi- 
dent Strasser during his address told 


-of the organization and growth of 


the Independent Pioneer Telephone 
Association. ‘There are at present 
three state chapters which have been 
formed in California, Nebraska and 
Texas. The Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter of Nebraska was the second to be 
chartered and at present holds the 
largest membership of any state and 
one-eighth of all the Independent 
Pioneers in the United States. 


Mr. Strasser said that the purpose 
of the Association is “to preserve the 
history, traditions and ideals of In- 
dependent Telephony; to promote 
and perpetuate fellowship and friend- 
liness; and to encourage the develop- 
ment of the art and industry.” The 
‘nterest of the members in the Asso- 
ciation is indicated by its rapid 
crowth in spite of the war and he 
predicted that the present roster 


would increase to twice the present 


number. 


“The Association exists,” said Mr. 
“For the men and women 
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Strasser, 


responsible for the Independent 
Telephone Industry. They have con- 
tributed to a great and growing pub- 
lic service and their’s is the pride of 
observing its ever widening service 
and its ever increasing usefulness. 
These pioneers have experienced the 
same struggles and the same accom- 
plishments, and have felt the same 
disappointments and the same en- 
thusiasms, and they hold the same 
memories and the same satisfactions. 


‘Membership in this unusual or- 
ganization affords opportunity for 
recalling and perpetuating facts, tra- 
ditions and memories relating to this 
great common interest. It is the 
means for promoting, continuing and 
renewing friendships and fellowships 
between long service telephone 


people.” 


He said that Nebraska people in 
the armed forces with fifteen years 
of service with the Independent Tele- 
phone Industry or related industries 
had been invited to become members 
of the Frank H. Woods chapter on 
an honorary basis for the duration of 


the war. So far applications have been 
received from Pfc. Moreane Alldritt, 


T/Set. E. J. Schemmerhorn and Cor- 
poral Howard Stroup. Five others 
are eligible at the present time. 


Five members were taken by death 
since June 22, 1943. These were C. 
P. Russell and L. C. Anderson both 
of Lincoln, the first and second presi- 
dents respectively; Norman Ott and 
Harold Cunningham of Lincoln, and 
Mrs. Myrtle Preston of Friend. 


Officers for the past year were 
Fred Strasser, president; Merle M. 
Hale, vice-president; O. L. Sturte- 
vant, treasurer; and Flora M. John- 
ston, secretary. All are from Linocln. 


+. 


The Executive Cont (ee was 
composed of W. C. Cooper of Has- 
tings, H. W. Wheeler, Dorothy 
Lefler, John Backstrom, and Myrtle 
Hiner of Lincoln, and Vern Camp- 
bell of David City. Membership, 
Fellowship and Social Activities com- 
mittees were handled by Guy Seaton, 
Harlan Cane and J. Pugsley, all of 
Lincoln, respectively. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


ON THE NIGHT 
OF MAY 12, 


WE WILL NOW HEAR THE 


WE CANT, CHIEF, THE 
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 


SECRETARY FELU OFF 
AT THE LAST CORNER / 
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\ No ONE. WOULD EVEN APPROACH a 
Thirty-Nine Years Twenty Years 


HIS DESK 50 HE COULD EXPLAIN 
ART IT WASN'T “KETCHIN’.* 


C. W. Boyles, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years Nineteen Years 

W. E. Macdonald, Beatrice. A. E. Dulin, Merle M. Hale, L. V. 
Thirty-Four Years Shirey, Lincoln. 

Ida Ronne, McCool; Harry B. Schill- 


ing, Lincoln. 


Bridget Divis, Steinauer. 


-AND HURRY UP WITH 
THAT OVERCOAT AND 
THE CAR. I’LL BE. 
STANDING IN THE. 
CORNER IN THE 

RECEPTION ROOM / 


piness Ahead” 

a" Dorothy Ann 
Baird ofthe 
Tecmseh iraffic 
department was 
united in mar- 
rigee to Pir. 
Charles. ts. 
Schweitzer of 
Nebraska City 
cn May 17. They se if y “eM (os ; 
were married at ie ~ 7 -_ / ay | Me P\\ : An 


GREAT EVENTS ARE EXPECTED TO DEVELOP FROM 
ED FLOWERDRY'S ELECTION AS SECRETARY OF 
THE HUMBOLDT FIRE DEPARTMENT . 


NOW GIRLS, INTODAY'S LESSON WE 
Hee Ae sabi 

OF FIRST AlD Fem. 
MMR. JENKINS ? 


—_—- 


_COH,NO! ANYTHING BUT 
THAT! YOU CANT MAKE 


ME TALK— T WON'T ! 


Seventeen Years 
I. J. Devoe, Erma Dillworth, V. M. 
Thirty-Three Years Simpson, Mildred With, Lincoln. 
C. B. Meshier, Tecumseh. 


{COME ON NOW, RALPH, 
A LET'S HEAR ABOUT 
THOSE TEETH ! 


Sixteen Years 


Thirty-One Years Laverta Andrews, Syracuse: C. H. Bot- 
Frances Virgil, Lincoln. torff, Lincoln; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 
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THE COURT HOUSE ,THE OTHER DAY, 


; ; BOB GREEN LEANED ‘WAY OVER 10 ATT 
Thirty Years Fifteen Years on USO at Temple, Texas in a dou- : # BEL BO 1 # Desk dese 
H. F. McCulla, S. J. Dennis, Lincoln. E. A. Ernst, Auburn; Ivan C. Haith, le ring ceremony. Private Schweit- — RT ERS Ih EELI COOL 
fwsney Nine Veews Seward; J. D. Litzenberg, Bernice Tyson, zer recently returned from active MANAGER LLOYD JENKINS GIVES BLAST OF AIR, BOB WASTED NO TIME. 


Bedric Wanek, Jones W. Dowd, Lincoln. WITH A PEP TALK TO HIS 


3p Oe L&T. GIRLS’ SOFTBALL TEAM. 


IN TESTING BUT USED THE NEW PHONE. 


Emma Bradley, Douglas. duty at Guadalcanal. 


eaten IN # FRANTIC CALL 10 THE TEST BOARD 
“SORES Ech eee PS oan eee Sas AS, 1 FOR ELP. : 
Twenty-Eight Years peuhigetasi ee STORY , THREE YEARS OLD, IS JUST BEGINNING Sa CHE ce 
TE Rett Tinesin Melba Richards, Hastings; Camilla Wedding bells rang out for Laur- TO GET INTO GENERAL CIRCULATION- AND 15 SENDING 
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Twenty-Seven Years Eleven Years department, when she became the FOR HIS OWN VERSION OF HOW HE LOST HIS TEETH TELLS OF MYSTERIOUS QERE? URS F{LIABLE 10 HAPPE SURPRISED, 
Erma Brown, Sutton: E. H. Wellman, d 


bride of Lt. Walter Gubde. The wed- 


UPON THAT FATEFUL OCCASION . EVEN RALPH, THE 
ding ceremony was performed at the 


Hebron. Iva Clary, Weeping Water. VICTIM , IS BEGINNING 10 THINK IT’S FUNNY, 


Twenty-Six Years 


Eva Kapke, Cedar Bluffs; Blanche Mc- 


Conkey, Guide Rock. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Regina Bethscheider, Hebron: Caroline 
Lamps, Hastings. 
Twenty-Four Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York: Frank Kucera. 


Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 


F. A. Blockwitz, Georgia Finnigan, Lin- 
coln; Carolyn Flannagan, Wahoo. 


Twenty-Two Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Mathilda Alpers, Clatonia; Mona 


Brusnahan, Friend: R. A. Carlson, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 


Grace E. Brooks, Auburn: Marie Vid- 
lock, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 
E. O. Wait, Tecumseh; Ernest Johnson, 


Military Service. 
Eight Years 
Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings. 


Seven Years 


Esther Fritz, Nemaha; L. P. Neal, Mili- 


tary Service. 


Six Years 


Berniece Gary, Beaver Crossing. 


Five Years 


Margaret Evans, Dorothy Connors, 
Nebraska City. 


-n46 14 fe 


base chapel, Gowen Field, Boise, 
Idaho on May 12. 


—_—__- 


\\ fr 
Journey's End 
MR. CHARLES RATHBUN passed 


away at his home in Kansas on 
April 29. The funeral was held in 
Hollenburg, Kansas. Deceased was 
the father of Mrs. Ida Townsend, 
chief operator at Cook. 


MRS. JULIA MOUDEN, mother of 
William Mouden, passed away 
Sunday, May 28 at Nebraska City. 


Funeral services were held at Dun- 
bar, on May 31. Mr. Mouden is a 
combinationman at Osceola. 
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TOM DE WOLF, OSCEOLA, WAS TRYING TO DODGE HIS WiFES LADIES CLUB 
PARTY THE OTHER NIGHT, BUT WAS DRAFTED INTO SERVICE WHEN THE HOUSE. 


Orne 
ce ook {orn N 
one, EA Sacdecun AS TO A SUDDEN BLACK-OUT. Tom WENT ON A FUSE HUNT AND 


rm 
= 


AD) 
AWN 
ORCHIDS TO OUR GAL WAR WORKERS 
WHO ARE GETTING THEIR “PICHERS TooK “ 
THIS MONTH FOR fl FEATURE "NEWS" STORY 
IT SHOULD BE WORTH WAITING FOR . 
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SHORT CIRCUIT- THERE WAS A FLASH AND ANOTHER BLACKOUT. Tom 
ROLLED OVER AND WENT To SLEEP—THE HOUSE REMAINED IN DARKNESS 
AND THE GUESTS GROPED THEIR WAY OUT INTO THE NIGHT, 


a 


Dees SS Te 


= Li ae S2 ‘ 
oscar aaa 
STATES OW AMERIGA Ge 
SUATES OV AMERIGA | 
wee FO OE we Tee) ve eEEs at oa, 

seats 1HSUC DATE HERLOF wit Pav ‘ 
re . 
7c YEARS 


ONE: HE REIVOLLNRS, issue bate | 


WHICH 1S THE FIRST OAY OF 


~ ~~ 


Jee eS 


WR. AND MRS. AMERIVA 


EVERYWHERE 


2 


~ - 


- -, é os 
; ; mete 
THIS HONG 19 SHUES UROLA HEE ean BRINE SECOND LBERTY BOND Act, 
SAVINGS AS AMEMEAD, Awd tS SUTICCTAR nag NON 
RACK MERCOS 47 whi Of VAR wet pM bes C7 § 7 
; Bf NI } SER 1 ES DELIVEREO By Am SUTMOTIT TRS “a POD RECKIPT OF PANWENT THtAt FOR 2 
: TREASURE DEPARTMENT FE : PA i 


‘Yn gees 
ABbee* <4 - t ON 240 fe 
WASMINGION ** 4 +90 ate roves fy 
+f Vv \ 
eae ee a SOR BEL BARE SERA AE GEKA CAGE ARAB LOAD OSE LO i DEPRES tat oe 

; Sag 3 Lissbacssetotcessas beass 

| iSO ' 
\ 4 a 2 veto, 
Fa om 
b: 


BUY AN EXTRA $100.00 WAR BOND 
DURING THE FIFTH WAR LOAN DRIVE 


SF 8 i 
ea 
I 


AA 


ee 


Sa 


Tho 
LINCOLN — 
TELEPHONE 
NEWS — 


JULY - 1944 | 


From the engineering department, Elsie Powell, Red Cross surgi- 
cal dressings worker and Frances Koontz, nurses aide. 


WOMEN 
IN 


WAR 


yo“ in the telephone in- 


dustry have been refered to 
as “Soldiers Without Uniforms” 
because of the tremendous contri- 


WORK 


Also from the York area we receive word that the 
chief operator-cashiers have contributed to the war effort 
through wrapping bandages, sewing garments and knit- 
ting for the Red Cross. These include Mildred Brobst, 
Benedict; Grace Walker, Bradshaw; Florence Buell. 
Gresham; Ida Ronne, McCool; and Ethel Patrick of 
Waco. Mrs. Ronne has a total of eleven knitted sweat- 
ers to her credit. Mr. Patrick has assisted with solicita- 
tions for Red Cross funds and has secured furniture, 


bingo prizes and cookies for the soldiers at the Fairmont 
Base. 


Margaret Evans, cashier at Nebraska City has com- 
pleted her first year as a Red Cross nurses aide and was 
recently named chairman of a committee on accident pre- 
vention for the American Red Cross. 


5 Mary and Betty Docekal, and Bertha Hausned from 
rainard are actively engaged in war work. Mary is 


(Above) Mina Schmidt, Lincoln 
rectory sales, measut 


y 
e 


jant and Florence Loder, di- 
dressings for size. 


(Left) From the supply de- 

partment, Florence Tatman, 

surgical dressings worker and 

Darleen Healey, U. S. O. 
hostess. 


chairman of the local U.S.O. and United War Fund 
committee and has served as chairman on one drive 
for each while Betty is chairman of the high school com- 
mittee for the sale of war bonds and stamps. Bertha 
Hausned has served on a Red Cross committee in the 
preparation of bandages and the sewing of garments. 
From Rising City, Clara VanMatre, chief operator- 
cashier, serves one half day each week in Red Cross 
work engaged in sewing and the preparation of bandages. 
Six women from the Humboldt exchange are adding 
a major effort to the community’s Red Cross sctivities. 
A group of about twenty women engage regularly in 
this work and usually twenty-five per cent of this num- 
ber are telephone employees. 
Catharine Gillan, chief 
Operator and Mary 
Meister, Operator, each 
has earned her 100 hour 
pin and fifty hour bar in 
Red Cross surgical dress- 
Ings work. Miss Meister 


bution they are making toward 
the victorious conclusion of the 
war in their role as home front 
workers. Through their efforts 
the speechways of the nation are 
kept humming with vital war 
time communications. 


In addition, many women in 
our organization find time after 


The Merz sisters from Seward, Martha and Beata and Mary a busy day at the desk, switch- 
Meister from Humboldt, all surgical dressings workers. board machine or typewriter to 
>] 


; : inor Mrs. Virginia Barnard 
engage in other essential activities Bath, Lincoln accounting, 


(Right) Mrs. Carrie William- 

son Witzel, Lincoln service, 

folding a dressing to exact 
size. 


makes: surgical dressings. 
such as Red Cross work, nurses a 


aides, acting as hostesses in 

U.S.O. clubs, war bond solicitations and the like. The pic- 
tures in these pages are representative of these activities. 
They do not, however, present the complete story beecause 
photographs of all workers were not available. We hope 
from time to time to secure pictures of other workers and 
present them in the “News.” 


Left Three nurses aides 
on the Lincoln business 
office, Genevieve Cox, Betty 
Roeder, and Evelyn Pruss. 


ight) Mary 
Jean Beck 


(Below left to * 


i F : . = Ann Hedstrom, Z 
oe A group of eleven girls from the York office have acted also has engaged in sew- . and Myrtle Hiney Ee eeent 
ser Sti hens : . : a oF AF. | siness offi : 
Irene Halverson, Lincoln traffic, a nurses aide; Mary Docekal of 4S JUnIOr hostesses at the York U.S.O. almost since the Ing such articles as as poe a general commercl®’ 
Brainard, U.S.O. and U.W.F. cnairman; and Louise Erdman, ‘ yj surgical dressings W° . 


blouses, hospital robes, 


Overseas bags and hospi- 
tal gowns. 


beginning of the organization there. They are Arlene 
Anderson, Alice Talbot, Artis 
Bowen, Colette Jokerst, Arideen 
Rhoads, Margery Mapes, Nyla 
Peters, Eleanor Buller, Maxine 
Meradith, Luree McCarty and Jean 
Harter. U.S.O. clubs throughout 
the country have been a salient fac- 
tor in keeping up the morale of the 
fighting sons and daughters of 
Uncle Sam. That the York girls 
have been successful in adding their 
bit is evident from the faces of 
the soldiers in the accompanying 
picture. 


surgical dressings worker. 


(Continued on page 9) 


The girls from York get a kig kick out 
of their U. S. O. activities. Lefi to right, 
back row, Alice Talbot, Arideen Rhoads, 
Nyla Peters, and Arlene Anderson; front 
row, Margery Mapes, Eleanor Buller, 
Luree McCarty, Jean Harter and Colette 
Jokerst. Not included in the picture are 
Artis Bowen and Maxine Meradith. 


The six new names to make their ap- 
pearance on the Honor Roll of employees 
in service are those of ROBERT D. 
BOECK, OTTO H. BUCK and JAMES 
D. GREEN, all of the construction de- 
partment; DARLYNE M. MUELLER, 
Lincoln traffic department: GEORGE H. 
RAMSEY, Lincoln service department 
and TYLER RYAWN,- area manager at 
Wilber. 


OTTO BUCK, who wears an electri- 
cian’s mate 2/c rating has some observa- 
tions to make on his first two weeks of 
boot training. He writes: “Just a note 
to let you know I’ve survived two weeks 
of it which is quite a feat with all of the 
physical fitness training, restrictions, in- 
oculations and racing around the “‘grind- 
er.’ This “grinder” is a large cement 
slab, oval shaped and a mile around. We 
have to run around it “on the double” 
every morning before breakfast. From 
this you can readily see how it got its 
name. Life here is just one new thing 
after another and is therefore quite inter- 
esting. I thought I had used all my 
muscles doing line work but I’ve recently 
discovered some that have been dormant 
for many years .... and are they sore.” 


Pvt. LAVELLE GILES has been trans- 
férred to Yuma, Arizona following his 
graduation from radio school at the Sioux 
Falls army air base. 


BOB NELSON, who worked on the 
“city gang” in the construction depart- 
ment stopped for a brief visit on his way 
to join the fleet at San Francisco. Bob 
has been attending radio school at Oxford, 
Ohio, since completing his basic at Farra- 
gut early in January. 


DEAN DOUGLAS, F 1/c, is now lo- 
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cated at Terminal Island, California, but 


is expecting an early call for sea duty and 
a rating of E.M. 3/c. 


A double promotion came to ERVIN 
KLUNDT, of the Hastings plant depart- 
ment, who was elevated from private to 
T/5. Ervin was also transferred to the 
civil affairs section of an infantry division. 
He is, at last report, stationed in England. 


We rarely hear from Capt. DON 
CUNNINGHAM, but a recent letter 
brought the revelation that he has Jately 
been located in England. Don wrote, 
in part: “I was pleasantly surprised to 
learn that so many employees are now in 
service, and all should bring credit to the 
Company, no matter where they are sta- 
tioned. So far I have seen quite a por- 
tion of this part of the world: a bit of 
North Africa, most of the Mediterranean 
area and by now have been over the 
greater part of England. However, re- 
gardless of the beauty of 
the rest of the world, 
none of it will ever look 
as good as the old home 
town of Lincoln. I have 
been overseas for a year 
and a half, and as I have 
said, traveled quite a bit, 
but as yet have not seen 
a single person who 
worked for the Company. 


Se 


Pfc, Lloyd Clevel 
whispering instructions ea 
his son, Troy, who has 
taken Over the job of 
man of the house” since 
Lloyd's departure for over- 
seas, We Proclaim Troy to 
be a Chip off the old 
block,”” even to the look 
of skepticism he is giving 
fo what must he good 

advice, 


I am now S-3 of my battalion and have 
been for two months, so am_ hopefully 
waiting for my promotion to major, 
which should come through in the near 
future.” 


Pfc. DONALD WREDE and Pte. 
LELAND RAUCH have recently moved 
into Italy and by strange quirk of fate 
were assigned to the same APO number 
as Lt. PHIL GARVEY, the old veteran 
of the Italian campaign. Needless to say, 
word was rushed to each of the boys, 
post-haste, and by this time they have 
undoubtedly had themselves a “family 
reunion.” 


The mail brought a buoyant letter from 
CHARLES KERMOADE, with the Sea- 
Bees in the Southwest Pacific. Charles 
had just had his morale lifted by the re- 
ceipt of a belated package from the Com- 
pany. He is hoping and predicting that 
he will be back on the job by this time 
next year. 


The following is an excerpt from the 
first overseas letter of Pfc. LLOYD 
CLEVELAND, who has touched North 
Africa on his journey to somewhere be- 
yond. “I never dreamed in months past 
that it would be my privilege to write to 
you from this spot. The trip over was a 
wonderful experience and one I will re 
lish in memory for years to come. My 
Present location is temporary and natural: 
ly I have no idea as to my destination. 
But it will mean more travel, and I like 
that, even though it will be by troop 
transport. At present we are free to do 
as we please but restricted by common 
sense and self preservation. Our camp 
overlooks the sea, and could not have 
been chosen more to the liking of a scenic 
loving soldier. The breeze off the water 
tempers the climate to the point of resort 
claims. The country is very war scarred 
and war poor. Dire poverty was no doubt 
only abetted by the war but it certainly 
brings an American up with a start.” 


Congratulations are in order for BOYD 
WEDGWOOD, who has just been ele 
vated to the position that some old cam’ 
Paigners insist is the “best job in the 
army,’’ a master sergeant. 

VIRGIL GRAVES reports that since 
entering the service he has taken on COM” 
siderable weight and a fine tan. Virgil 
has helped to build many telephone Jines 
in his recent travels and plans definitely 
upon continuing his employment with the 
company when he returns. He has Te 
ceived his rating of S 1/c. 

An interview with Cpl. BILL HUD’ 
DLESTON, Marine, who has just 7 


turned from the combat area in the Cen- 
tral Pacific, brings an insight into strange 
and interesting tales we on the home front 
will some day hear when all of our boys 
come home. To those who find allure 
and romance in far off places and peo- 
ples, the stories of our fighting men in 
this global war will make fascinating and 
envious listening for years to come. Many 
of Bill’s experiences could not be told or 
published for reasons of military security 
but his very definite opinion of the Jap, 
gleaned from personal contacts, could not 
be published for another and more 
obvious reason. 

In a recent letter, ENNO DE VRIES 
writes: “I have found time to visit Lon- 
don and many of its beautiful, famous and 
historic spots. The visit was an education 
in itself. I've traveled across England 
several times, but that may not mean so 
much, for over here distances are very 
short. I must admit though, that Eng- 
land is a very beautiful country. I do 
hope it won't be too long before we fin- 
ish up the job over here. I believe the 
crew we have can do it ‘well under the 
estimate.’ It is a good crew.” Enno is 
a technical-sergeant in an anti. aircraft 
battalion. 

Cpl. JOE NOSKY writes that he is 
again on the move. He has seen a con- 
siderable amount of the South Pacific in 
his travels as a Marine. 

After many weeks on shipboard, BUD 
EDEN E.M. 2/c was finally set ashore 
on the Admiralty Islands. Bud soon de- 
cided that a lot of work was being done 
and that he was doing his share of it as 
petty officer in charge of signs and 
camouflage. Bud also made the con- 
flicting observation that the natives ap- 
peared to be very modest even though 
they possessed few if any clothes. 

To LESLIE G. HANSEN came the 
thrill of having at least a few hours pre- 
knowledge of the D-day invasion. He 
was called from his bed in the dark and 
early hours of June 6 to be briefed for the 
work of H-hour. Leslie flies a P-47 
Thunderbolt and it is thought that he may 
at present be flying from a base on the 
continent. Although he has had German 
planes within his sights and sent bursts of 


Ist Lt. A. M. Newens (on extreme left) sent us this picture taken in May at the first 
anniversary of the opening of the officer’s club at Hobks Army Air Field, Hobbs, N. M. 
“Ade” is the Post Signal Officer at the field. Why he is not sitting in the chair marked 
for him we do not know. Army life apparently has shorn him of any vestige of modesty 
he may once have possessed. He writes, ‘‘To show you I have my admirers I am sending 
the enclosed photo showing me with a bevy of beautiful girls. If you look close you can 
see them all staring at me in awe, but as usual I have that ‘I don’t care anything about 
girls’ expression.’’ Maybe we didn’t look close enough but as near as we can make out 
all of the women in the picture are making a studied effort to look in any direction at 


all, as long as it is away from Newens. 


shelf into them, he has not, to the present 
writing, received official credit for hav- 
ing shot down an enemy craft. 


DICK GRANT, who is still stationed 
at the Naval Hospital at San Diego has 
received the rating of pharmacist’s mate 
third, thus breaking into the ranks of the 
petty officers. CPL. HOWARD STROUP 
is on the heels of the retreating Ger- 
mans in the Italian peninsula. Pvt. DICK 
VAN ANDEL has been transferred from 
Scott Field to the Reno Air Base. MARIE 
LESHER has arrived at Great Lakes and 
has begun her duties as hospital assistant. 
Pvt. CECIL SMALLEY is with the army 
engineers at North Fort Lewis, Washing- 
ton. 


ROBERT WOHLBERG, who | last 
month was reported to be on the seas, was 
able to pay an unexpected three day 
visit to the home folks. After some weeks 
on the water, Bob’s ship returned to port 
for a reason that the admiral didn’t feel 
called upon to confide in the crew. But 
Bob was able to take full advantage of the 


Left: Cpl. James L. Baxter, Jr., has been 
in the Alaskan theater for nearly eighteen 
months. A member of the construction 
department, Jim entered service in Sep- 
tember 1942. 


Right: Ernest E. Johnson, E.M. 2/c, is 
attending school at a floating dry dock 
training center at Tiburon, California. He 
expects to embark for parts unknown 
when the month’s course is completed. 
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short delay and needless to say, Papa 
Oscar could find no fault in the mysteri- 
ous proceedings. 

A recent card from JOHN R. SHIPP, 
SeaBee, brings news that he, too, has just 
received his petty officer insignia. He is 


listed as M.M. 3/c. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


VIRGIL GRAVES, §S 2/c to § 1/c. 

RICHARD GRANT, HA 1/c to PM 
3/c. 

BOYD M. WEDGWOOD, T/Sgt to 
M/Segt. 

JOHN R. SHIPP, S 1/c to MM 3/ce. 

ERVIN S. KLUNDT, Pvt. to T/5. 

DEAN W. DOUGLAS, F 2/c to F 1/c. 


, 


ARTICLES AND NEWS ITEMS. 


Organization Changes 
Announced 
SUCCESSION of changes in the 


organization in area and ex- 
change managerial positions were 
announced during the preceding 
month. 


George D. Brock was appointed 
area manager at Wilber succeeding 
Tyler W. Ryan who entered military 
service and is on a leave of absence. 
Mr. Brock moves 
up in a well de- 
served promo- 
tion from his po- 
sition aS Manager 
at Friend which 
he has held since 
December, 1942. 
The combination 
of a well round- 
ed knowledge of 
the telephone 
business gained since his employment 
in 1927 coupled with a fine character 
and pleasing personality will go far 
in assuring success in his new assign- 
ment. Prior to his term as manager 
at Friend he served as groundman 
and lineman in the construction de- 
partment and as combinationman at 
Hastings and 
Lineoln.. te 
graduated from 
the University of 
Nebraska with a 
bachelor of arts 
degree in 1924. 


George Brock 


Area Manager 
Tyler Ryan is 
now Private 
Tyler Ryan with 
the 30th Signal 
Training Battalion at Camp Crowder, 
Missouri. Details of his activities in 
the army are lacking at the moment 
but we will endeavor to present a 
complete report in an early issue. 

E. M. Massie and Edward E. Ernst 
also received promotions to the im- 
portant posts of manager of Friend 
and Syracuse, respectively. Both 


Tyler Ryan 


bring a wealth of ability and experi- 
ence attained 
through many 
years of conscien- 
tious endeavor in 


the telephone 
field. 


dg e Mr. Massie, 
: ee who fills the po- 
sition held by 
Mr. Brock, be- 
gan his service 
with the Com- 
pany in April, 1927 and has held 
the positions of groundman at David 
City, shopman at Lincoln and com- 
binationman at Beatrice, Blue 
Springs, Table Rock, Tecumseh, 
Auburn and Wymore. 


E. M. Massie 


Mr. Ernst succeeds Allan Ager 
who was assigned as switchman at 
Seward replacing Dick Manners. Mr. 
Manners resign- 
ed in order to go 
into business for 
himself. Mr. 
Ernst began his 
telephone career 
as a combination- 
man with the 
Continental 
Telephone Com- 
pany at Colum- 
bus and was em- 
ployed with our Company as line- 
man in the construction department 
in June, 1929. He has seen service 
at Hastings, Hebron, Lincoln, and 
Auburn in this capacity and was 
made combinationman at Auburn in 
Ss Noovermbeer, 1933, 

the position he 
held at the time 
of his appoint- 
ment as Manager, 

Mr. Ager en- 
tered our service 
aS a groundman 
in the Lincoln 
construction de- 
Partment and 
Served as shop- 
man in the supply department, 
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E. E. Ernst 


Allan Ager 


commercial representative in the Lin- 
coln business office and combination- 
man in the Lincoln service depart- 
ment before going to Syracuse as 
manager. 


Dick Manners has been with the 
Company for over sixteen years 
and has many friends in the organ- 
ization. We regret to see him leave 
the telephone business but wish him 
every success in his new endeavor. 


T. R. DeWolf Retires 
TT’. R. DeWOLF, combinationman 


at Osecola, was retired on June 
15 in accordance with the Com- 
pany’s pension plan for employees. 
He had been with the organization 
since 1914 having celebrated his 
thirtieth service anniversary in May 
of this year. 


Mr. DeWolf was employed origi- 
nally as a lineman in Lincoln. Dur- 
ing the first World War he left the 
Company to serve with the armed 
forces and resumed his work follow- 
ing the Armistice. In March, 1934 
he was made a foreman in the con- 
struction department in Lincoln and 
held that position until December 7, 
1942 when he was assigned as com’ 
binationman at York. He was trans’ 
ferred to Osceola on June 21, 1943 
in the same Capacity where he was 
located at the time of his retirement. 


First Employees 
Land in France 
AS WE go to press we learn that 


John B. Eidenmiller, a cook with 
the Engineers, and Ervin H. Klundt, 
attached to the civil affairs section of 
the Infantry, were part of the inva: 
sion and have landed in France. John 
comes from Weeping Water and 
Ervin from Hastings. Ray Cham’ 
bers, who is still in England, writes 
that he believes Enno DeVries is also 
in France, but this has not been 
confirmed. 


Kenneth Richards 
Killed in Line Accident 


HE breaking of a pole on June 14 

about three miles south of 
Dwight cost the life of Kenneth 
Richards, 40, combinationman at 
David City. He 
was working on 
the pole which 
broke causing 
the telephone 
wires to snap up 
into a high ten- 
sion line. The 
heavy charge of 
electricity killed 
him almost in- 
stantly. Working 
with him were Ben Docekal and 
Harvey Armagost of David City. 


be 


Kenneth Richards 


Although it appeared that death 
was instantaneous, Mr. Armagost ap- 
plied artificial respiration while Mr. 
Docekal rushed to David City for 
help. However, when the doctor 
arrived he pronounced him dead and 
the body was taken to a funeral 
home at David City. 


Mr. Richards was first employed 
with our Company in the construc- 
tion department on June 4, 1936 but 
left in April, 1940. He was again 
employed on October 1, 1940 in the 
construction department and _ later 
served as a custodian .at David City 
before becoming a combinationman. 
Over his eight years of service he 
had proven himself to be a conscien- 
tious, and reliable employee. 


Kenneth was always cheerful, 
pleasant, generous and enjoyed the 
companionship of others. He had a 
host of friends who will miss his 
ready grin and genial personality. 
Active in home town affairs he was 
a dependable of the local fire de- 
partment and belonged to the Odd 
Fellows Lodge and the Baptist 
Church. The family has had resi- 
dence at David City for nearly 
twenty years. 

He is survived by his wife, Pluma, 
two daughters, Alice Marte and 
Judith Corleen both of whom are at 
hone and two sons, Maurice, a 


marine who is stationed in Cali- 
fornia and Marvin, a marine sta- 
tioned in the southwest Pacific. 
Maurice was contacted and was able 
to obtain leave to return home for 
the services. Also surviving is his 
mother, Mrs. Carrie Louth of Ohio. 
One daughter, Lennae Grace, died 
in infancy. 


Funeral services were held at the 
David City funeral home with Rev. 
W. A. Wilkin officiating. Inter- 
ment was at the David City cemetery. 


Cafeteria Wins 
Grade “A” Rating 


EPRESENTATIVES of the Lin- 

coln Health Department engaged 
in a fruitless search last month for 
at least one tiny speck of dirt or 
grime in the Lincoln cafeteria and 
awarded a grade “A” certificate in 
witness thereof. In fact, the only con- 
tamination they could find in, the 
whole place was Art Smith drinking 
coffee in one corner. This, of course, 
comes as absolutely no surprise what- 
soever to the many patrons who daily 
enjoy its fine food and excellent serv- 
ice. Mrs. Watson and her able as- 
sistants may take a deep bow. 


Dobson Moves 
To California 
ie many friends of George P. 


Dobson, area commercial man- 
ager at York, regret to learn of his 
resignation on July 1 in order that he 
could enter busi- 
ness with his 
brother in 
Visalia,. Cal 
fornia who is 
well established 
in the business of 
fruit ranching. 
Visalia is located 


near Fresno in 
south central 


George P. Dobson 


California. 

George’s many fine qualities have 
made him a _ universal favorite 
throughout the organization and it is 
a definite loss of Company assets to 
have him leave. He felt, however, 
that his opportunities would be en- 
hanced by his move to the west and 
we wish him every success and hap- 
piness in his new situation. 

The appointment of his successor 
was pending at the time the “News” 
went to press. 


Our General Plant Superintendent Says--- 


OST of our national problems are now being decided for-us in 
Washington and, for that matter, most of our State problems, as 
well as a number of our personal problems. We are told what we 
shall eat; where we shall drive, and when; what 


hours we shall work, and where; and all of us 
are doing our best to follow these plans that have 
been laid down for us, since we are firmly con- 
vinced that they are necessary in this job of win- 
ning the War. No one has yet devised a regulation, 
however, to force us to work safely and to see that 
others do their part in working safely, and I do not 
see how it is possible to build such a plan. 


In the matter of safety, each one of us makes 
his own law, under which he shall work. and under 


which he will guard the safety of others. Your good 
health, your lite, the happiness of your family, wife, children, fellow 
workmen, and their families depend on how safely you work and how 


you guard the safety of others. 


Remember — every day you are on the job is also very important 


in the winning of this War! 
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—F, E. BEHM. 


Stanley Brewster 


Killed in Action 
._S. BREWSTER, general traffic 


superintendent, was notified by 
the War Department on June 7 that 
his son, Captain Stanley Brewster, 
had been killed 
in action when 
his ship was sunk 
on April 20 in 
the Mediterra- 
nean. He previ- 
ously had been 
listed as “missing 
in action.” 

Captain Brew- 
ster was a mem- 
ber of the aerial : Hees 
photo reconnais- Stanley Brewster 
sance group of 
Army Air Corps and had received 
his training at March Field, Cali- 
fornia. He was in charge of a group 
which embarked the first part of 


April for the Mediterranean theatre 


of action. The convoy was attacked - 


at night by German bombers and his 
ship received a direct hit by an aerial 
torpedo which caused an internal 
explosion. The ship sank in a few 
minutes taking 504 men to their 


deaths. 


Stanley was well known in the 
telephone organization and in Lin- 
coln. He was a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska where he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 
Kosmet Klub and the Corn Cobs. 
He was prominent in the University 
ROTC and served on the Cornhusk- 
er staff and was elected president of 
his junior class. 


His wife and two year old son, 
Barry, are making their home in Lin- 
coln with her mother. Boyd, a 
younger brother, is stationed in 


India. 


Such tragedies striking so close 


Tecumseh Office Moves to New Quarters 


trance. The photography was snapped with his trusty candid camer 


TMHE Tecumseh busi- 

ness office broke out 
in a brand new spring 
outfit in May when the 
location was moved to 
new quarters in the 
Hopkins Hotel building. 
Under the former ar- 
rangement the _ office 
was shared jointly with 
the local gas company. 

The new office is on 
street level and is lo- 
cated about 100 feet 
east of the hotel en- 
trance. It is well lighted 
and presents a very 
businesslike and_pleas- 
ing appearance espe- 
cially with the new 
floor covering and ve- 
netian blinds which it 
boasts. 

Area Manager Charlie 
Meshier sent us these 
views showing the in- 
terior and front en- 


a, the 


interior view being taken without the aid of artifical lighting, 
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to the hearts of our fellow workers 
give us good cause for resolutions to 
extend our utmost efforts to bring 
about a speedy conclusion of their 
source. Any sacrifice that we at 
homé may make shrinks into insig- 
nificance by comparison. The 
“News” extends sincere sympathy to 
Mr. and Mrs. Brewster and to the 
family. 


Rose Riggs 


Wins Promotion 
OSE RIGGS of the accounting 


department was the recipient of 
a nice promotion last month when 
she was advanced from the position 
of control clerk 
to that of acting 
accounts super- 
visor. She suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Mar- 
guerite Holbrook 
Skaryd who re- 
signed following 
her marriage. 

Mrs. Riggs 
will have charge 
of the subscrib- 
ers’ accounts records and the billing 
and posting of items to the various 
accounts. She brings a fund of 
knowledge of accounting procedure 
gained through her experience in 
this department since October, 1918 
and is ably qualified to undertake 
her new responsibilities. 


Rose Riggs 


C. L. Millholen 


On the Mend 


E ARE happy to learn that C. L. 
Millholen of the Hastings plant 
department has been released from 
the hospital and is now recuperating 
at home. 


He was injured in a twenty foot 
fall from a terminal pole on April 
19 and suffered two broken wrists 
and a broken pelvis. 


Phone Book Grandpop 

The first telephone directory 1” 
New York City was issued in 1878 
and was so small that it barely filled 
one side of an ordinary sheet 0 
Paper, 
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New Associate Editor 


EET our new associate editor for 

the supply department, Verda 
Ashford, who assumed her duties 
with the fine re- 
port of her de- 
partments’ affairs 
appearing in this 
issue of the 
“News.” She is 
a stenographer 
and has been 
with the Com- 
pany since Sep- 
tember, 1943. 
John Reed, Jr., 
who so ably conducted this depart- 
ment prior to this month has been 
transferred to the general plant of- 
fice on a special assignment revising 
plant specifications. 


Verda Ashford 


Plattsmouth Gets 


A Pat on the Back 


SEES Joe Mrasek of Platts- 
mouth thanked the Plattsmouth 
folks through the Plattsmouth 
Journal on June 14 for their fine 
service during the emergency of the 
recent floods. He said, “I wish to 
to take this opportunity of thanking 
the management and the operators of 
the telephone exchange for their fine 
service and cooperation to our de- 
partment during the flood dangers 
of Monday and Tuesday. Their serv 
ice was fine and greatly facilitated 
the handling of the situation.” 

Our congratulations to Platts- 
mouth for this splendid recognition 
of a job well done. 


WOMEN IN WAR WORK 


(Continued from page 3) 


Betty Burow, cashier, has earned 
her fifty hour bar in surgical dress- 
ings work during the past year while 
Darlene Stalder, Emma Lee King and 
Willistine Clark, all Humboldt oper- 
ators, are engaged regularly in these 
activities. 


The Osceola area reports five 
women engaged in war work. Grace 
Lux, operator at Shelby solicits funds 
for the Red Cross whenever drives 
for this organization are held. 
Shelby’s night operator, Ica Westley, 
recently completed the nurses aide 
course in that city. And from Stroms- 
burg, Edith Mattson, chief operator, 
and Josephine Anderson, operator, 
occupy themselves in their spare time 
making kits, sweaters and _ other 
articles for the Red Cross, while 
Clara Anderson, chief operator- 
cashier at Polk, does sewing for that 
organization. 


The Geneva area gives us the fol- 
lowing information concerning the 
activities of its women in war work. 
“We have four employees in the 
Geneva exchange who have partici- 
pated in Red Cross work. Winona 
Bobbitt, operator, has six hours in 
surgical dressings work, Jean and 
June Sole, operators, have three 
hours each and Phyllis Fellows, 
operator, has five hours. 


“The Ohiowa division of the Fill- 
more County Red Cross Chapter was 
organized May 12, 1944 with Mrs. 
Phyllis Witherby appointed chair- 
man and Mrs. Bess Nippert co-chair- 
man. Both of these ladies are em- 
ployees of our organization, Mrs. 
Witherby serving as operator and 
Mrs. Nippert as chief operator. 
These women as well as Hazel Drum- 
mond and Mrs. Belle Steele, also op- 
erators who have participated in this 
work, may be complimented for their 
efforts. 


‘During the first active month this 
organization reported eight packages 
of surgical sponges (500 in a pack- 
age) were made and forwarded to 
the Red Cross Center. Mrs. Nippert 
reports that two evenings each week 
are devoted to Red Cross work.” 
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Beata and Martha Merz, operator 
and assistant chief operator respec- 
tively from Seward, take a spirited 
interest in Red Cross work. Beata 
wears the blue bar of an inspector 
and has earned a red bar on the left 
sleeve which denotes the required 
hours in one year. The inspection of 
dressings is a most important opera- 
tion, each dressing passing through 
inspection three times before being 
packed. She also has knitted several 
army and navy sweaters, helmets and 
watch caps. 


Martha has spent most of her 
afternoons since October, 1942, 
working in the Red Cross surgical 
dressings room. She wears the red 
cross on her head piece denoting 
fifty hours and the red bar on the 
left sleeve which she earned with 
two hundred hours in one year. She 
also has knitted eight sweaters and 
one watch cap. 


Berdene Bailey, chief operator- 
cashier at Pleasant Dale, is an active 
Red Cross worker and makes the 
following report of her activities: 
“We work one afternoon each week 
making surgical dressings at the 
school house and have finished our 
quota of 1,800 before the six weeks 
time given to complete that number. 
After the inspection and counting 
they were packed to be sent to 
Seward. I also have 38 Red Cross 
knitting hours to my credit.” 


All departments in the Lincoln 
general offices as well as the local 
business office are well represented 
in war activities. 


The plant department has four 
women engaged in Red Cross and 
U.S.O. activities. Mrs. Carrie Wil- 
liamson Witzel, a janitress in the 
service department, spends three 
hours each week making surgical 
dressings. Mrs: Florence Tatman, 
secretary in the supply department, 
has 103 hours to her credit in surgi- 
cal dressings work and Darleen 
Healey, a stenographer in the same 
department, is a U.S.O. hostess and 
a member of the council of that or- 
ganization. She has devoted — six 
hours per week to this work since 


(Continued next page) 


July, 1943. Mina Schmidt, secre- 
tary in the general plant office has 
been in Red Cross surgical dressings 
work since September, 1942, and has 
89 hours to her credit. She is classi- 
fied as a supervisor. 


The accounting department is rep- 
resented by Mrs. Virginia Barnard 
Bath, an order clerk, who for the 
past year has attended the Red Cross 
surgical dressings unit one night each 
week for three hours and has knitted 
several sweaters. 


Irene Halvorsen, a long distance 
supervisor in the Lincoln traffic de- 
partment, has been active in nurses 
aide work. She put in eighty hours 
of training, completing the course 
in April, 1943 and has since volun- 
teered 150 hours in hospital work. 


Florence Loder, secretary in the 
directory sales department, has been 
in Red Cross work since December, 
1942. She is at present an instructor 
and inspector and works every Tues- 
day night. She has 150 hours to her 
credit and has made as high as 125 
dressings in a single evening. 


Red Cross surgical dressings work- 
ers in the general commercial office 
are Louise Erdman and Kathryn 
Rood, secretaries, who have 63 and 
73 hours respectively accumulated 
time. Miss Rood works three hours 
every Monday evening. 


Elsie Powell and Frances Koontz, 
secretaries in the engineering depart- 
ment, have been in war work for 
over a year. Miss Powell started in 
Red Cross surgical dressings work 
in March, 1943 and works three 
hours per week. She has a total of 
140 hours worked. Miss Koontz is 
a Red Cross nurses aide receiving her 
instruction in the Lincoln General 
Hospital and her supervised work at 
Saint Elizabeth’s. Her service dates 
to April, 1943 and since that time 
she has volunteered 250 hours of 
work. At present she is assisting at 
the Veterans’ Hospital. 


The Lincoln business office boasts 
seven girls engaged in war activities, 
in which are included nurses aide, 
U.5.O. and Red Cross surgical dress- 


ings work, 


One of the veterans in the Lincoln 
Red Cross surgical dressing unit is 
Mytrle Hiner, Lincoln teller, who 
has been engaged regularly in this 
work since September, 1942. She 
works four hours every Monday and 
has 300 hours to her credit. She be- 
came an inspector soon after she 
started, her duties being to inspect 
the dressings for smoothness and 
size and to watch for foreign matter. 
The inspector also counts the dress- 
ings which is an important operation. 
Myrtle received a big thrill recently 
when the one millionth dressing was 
counted. 


Also engaged in surgical dressings 
work are Jean Beck, directory clerk, 
and Mary Ann Hedstrom, junior 
secretary, who started May 8, 1944 
and now have fifteen and six hours 
respectively to their credit. 


Martha Borin, clerk in the credit 
department, has been interested in 
U.S.O. activities since the beginning 
of the year. 


Betty Roeder and Evelyn Pruss, 
clerks, and Genevieve Cox, stenog- 
rapher, entered a class for Red Cross 
nurses aides in January, 1944 at the 
Lincoln General Hospital. They at- 
tended night school three nights a 
week for five weeks and then com- 
pleted forty-five hours of supervised 
work in duties at the hospital. Each 
girl volunteers one Sunday per 
month and usually devotes in addj- 
tion four hours during an evening 
each week. Betty and Genevieve are 
assigned to the Lincoln General Hos- 
pital at present and Evelyn to Saint 
Elizabeth’s. All are anticipating as- 
signment at the Veterans’ Hospital 
which has inaugurated a nurses aide 
program in connection with its work, 


The women throughout the organ- 
ization who are engaged in war 
time activities deserve the fullest 
commendation for their efforts. Al] 
work is on a volunteer basis, the only 
compensation being the satisf 
derived from a worthwhile accom- 
plishment that is of utmost impor- 
tance to their country. The “News” 
extends congratulations to them in 
their pursuit of such 
endeavor. 
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Blessed Events’ 


2 enerere®. weseeen oO 2 2 Lt. an d M rs. 
SA QUIET: Kees Gay Henderson 
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announce the ar- 
rival of a baby 
boy, Thomas 
Reid, on June 25 
at the Lincoln 
General Hospi- 
tal. Before his 
entry into the 
service, Lt. Hen- 
derson was a shopman at the Lincoln 
supply department. He is stationed 
at present in Australia with the army 
procurement division. 
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“Journey's End” 
MRS. LYDIA DIEKMAN passed 


away June 5 at Council Grove, 
Kansas, following an operation. 
Funeral services were held at Her- 
rington, Kansas, June 9. Deceased 
was a sister of Louise Schmidt, toll 
instructor at Beatrice. 


MR. JOHN BISHOP passed away 
at the Mennonite Hospital in 
Beatrice following a prolonged 
illness. Funeral services were 
held at Beatrice, June 19. De- 
ceased was the father of Hazel 
Neugebauer, operator at Beatrice. 


MRS. ROSA GREEN, wife of 

Merril Green and mother of 
Robert Green, both of the Lincoln 
service department, died at her 
home on June 19 following a pro- 
longed illness. Services were held 
at the chapel of Splain, Schnell 
and Griffiths mortuary with Rev. 
F. F. Gross officiating. Burial was 


at Wyuka cemetery. 


Claims Paid: by 


Benefit Association 

HE Telephone Employees Mutual 

' Benefit Association paid the fol- 
lowing claims for surgery and hosp1- 
talization during the month of June. 
1944: J. D. Livingston, Nebraska 
City, $30.00; J. WwW Dudgeon, Has- 
tings, $106.00; and from Lincoln, V- 
M. Simpson, $29.00; K. B. Cary; 
$15.00; Rhoda Staehr, $181.00; W. 
H. Mulhallen, $77.00. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


R. S. Brewster, 


Lincoln, Seward, 
40 Years. 25 Years. 


Forty-One Years 
E. S. Fisher, Lincoln. 
Forty Years 
R. S. Brewster, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
G. B. Arnold, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
G. W. Griffith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
R. M. Green, C. H. Palmquist, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Frieda Hoffman, Hastings; Mae 
Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. Taedter, Hebron. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
B. F. Ferguson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
W. P. Conn, Ann Keegan, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
G. W. Miers, Seward. 
Twenty-Four Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 
Twenty-Three Years 
T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 
Twenty-ITwo Years 
G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meister, 
Humboldt. 
Twenty-One Years 
Carl Ahl, Dorothy Miller, Lincoln; M. 
L. Hodge, Beatrice; Katherine Hohnstein, 
Harvard; Gladys Walker, Milford. 
Twenty Years 
James L. Alldritt, Friend. 


Eighteen Years 
Ce te Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
B. C. Burden, Leave of Absence; Mar- 
garet Francis, Ella Hansen, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
P. J. Caldwell, Clay Center; Kathryn 
Owens, Nebraska City. 
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G. W. Miers, 


J. L. Alldritt, Louise Erdmann, G. E. Miller, 
Friend, Lincoln, Lincoln, 
20 Years. 15 Years. 15 Years. 


Fifteen Years 
Louise M. Erdmann, G. E. Miller, Lin- 
coln; Ethel Patrick, Waco. 
Fourteen Years 
H. W. Armagost, David City; Mildred 
Cohn, Nebraska City. 
Thirteen Years 


R. E. Galley, W. H. Mulhallen, R. O. 
Sherman, Lincoln; A. M. Newens, Mili- 


tary Leave. 
Eleven Years 
Norman Tachovsky, Beatrice; Zeta 
Thomas, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
G. L. Caley, Fairbury; Giles Gere, Mili- 
tary Leave. 
Nine Years 
Vv. H. Baum, Marie Jackson, Lincoln; 
D. W. Cunningham, Military Leave. 
Eight Years 
Grace Lux, Shelby; Ila Wylder, Lincoln. 


Six Years 
Alma Herzog, Hastings; Ruth Trutna, 
Military Leave. 
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“Happiness Ahead” 

In a_candle- 
light ceremony 
at the Syracuse 
Methodist 
Church, Eunice 
Copenhaver  as- 
sistant chief op- 
erator at Syra- 
cuse, and Set. 
Alvin Segelke of 
Fresno, Calif., 


united in marriage. Irene 


were } ae 
Halvorsen of the Lincoln traffic de 
aid of honor. Sgt. 
Segelke served in the Carribean area 
f ng transferred to Fresno. 


partment was ™M 


before bet 
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Kathleen Sherman of Hastings and 
Cal Arnold were married in a quiet 
ceremony at Washington, Kansas on 
June 21. 


S ®@ 


The marriage of Virginia Barnard 
of the Lincoln accounting depart- 
ment and Lt. John A. Bath of 
Brownville was solemnized June 17 
at the Lincoln First Plymouth Con- 
gregational Church. The ceremony 
was performed by Rev. Raymond A. 
McConnell. Lt. Bath is stationed at 
Fairbanks, Alaska prior to which he 
served nine months in the Aleutians. 


In a surprise wedding at the First 
Lutheran Church of Lincoln on July 
1, Mary Ann Peterson of the Lin- 
coln accounting department and Cpl. 
Herman C. Speck of Huntington, 
Pa., were married by Rev. C. P. 
Hall. The groom is stationed at the 
Lincoln Army Air Field. 


Carrie Williamson of the Lincoln 
service department and Carl Witzel 
of Brainard were married on June 
17 at the First Christian Church of 
Lincoln. The couple is residing in 
Lincoln. 
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Father Thomas Barden officiated 
at the ceremony which united Joan 
Lempka, operator at Tecumseh, and 
Lee Koons of that city on June 26 at 
the St. Andrews Church. The groom 
is stationed at the Great Lakes naval 
training station. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Ramona Francis, Associate Editor 


David City 


No news last month for this office so 
we are trying to steal the whole page this 
issue. ... Moreane Alldritt, WAC, formerly 
chief operator, visited with us recently. 
Evidently she used up all her time getting 
acquainted again ’cause those golf clubs 
are still holding the closet together up- 
stairs. . . . Betty Northway, assistant 
chief operator, has resigned to move to 
California. Although she claims her sister 
urged her to come, I don’t believe you 
would have had to push her with more 
than your little finger to get her on that 
train. Lots of luck and happiness in your 
new home, Betty. . Wonderful news! 
Andy Holt just drew a full house! And 
not in a poker game either. His son, Ben, 
A.C.M.M., or chief petty officer, from the 
South Pacific returned home on a 30-day 
leave and he, together with Andy’s daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Kathleen Stuhr and Mrs. Jack 
Calkins, plus her children, and Mrs. Holt 
made up quite a clan gathering. Poor 
Andy decided not to put his poor little 
apariment through all that punishment 
so moved into the second floor of the 
hotel instead. . .. Ruby Muller, operator, 
has gone on her vacation and claims to 
be going down on the Platte to go fishing. 
She evidently doesn’t mind the mosquitos, 
bugs, flies, and sun and stuff. But then 
she doesn’t have to worry about freckles 
like some people I know... . Irene Swan, 
chief operator, hot-footed it to Omaha 
recently. I don’t know whether it was for 
the purpose of changing her name or to 
spend a little leisure time. People around 
here are gonna get the wrong idea, Irene, 
if you don’t set them straight as to why 
you are being called “Mrs. Brogan” and 
why you have taken to hauling dead ani- 
mals during office hours. Ha! Ha! 
Betty Newcome and Beth Dollison are 
disgusted with this rain. However, their 
disgust is with another kind of rain than 
that wet stuff. As Confucious say, ‘‘When 
it rains it pours’’, but when it starts rain- 
ing plaster, well that’s toooo much. Betty 
& Beth were dozing peacefully one morn- 
ing when they were very rudely awakened 
by an awful noise, resembling that of the 
earth coming to an end. After rubbing 
sleep and a collection of other matter out 
of their eyes they discovered that the 
ceiling was on the floor. (They still haven't 
discovered where the floor was, but my 
bets are on it being under the ceiling). 
After being practically crushed to death 


they decided it was time to move their 
toothbrush to another locaton. However, 
trouble again reared its ugly head in the 
form of ther new landlord. Upon request- 
ing their key they were politely informed 
“no key’. The “no key” was due to the 
fact that their new home had already 
been rented. But all ends well because 
the gals now have a place in which to take 
off their shoes. If anything like that hap- 
pens again, they are going to sue for 
damages or loss of sleep. .. . Whee, a new 
blonde around the office. What with our 
cashier, that makes a total of two. The new 
little gal’s name is Leola Heins and she is 
learning to be a “plug pusher’. I’ll bet 
our blondes can hold their own with the 
brunettes though. . . . Ella Adkins, night 
operator, has declared her own ‘‘D”’ day. 
The invasion started last week. Due to the 
fact that the men hadn’t gotten around 
to putting the two screens on, the bugs 
just moved in. She claimed they were 
operating at the switchboard and were 
even writing their own toll tickets. Whoa, 
now Ella. We think you’ve been having 
hallucinations. . . . If anyone wants to be 
convinced that time flies, just ask our 
cashier Marilynn Behrns. She’ll tell you 
how 30 days vanished into nothing. Could 
it have been on account of the Navy, 
Marilynn? Mighty good looking Navy, 
too. . . . We hear that Merna Stewart, 
assistant chief operator, took a day off 
recently and went to Lincoln. Who is 
Harold, Merna? Could he have had any- 
thing to do with that mysterious long 
distance call? We wonder. ... 


Nebraska City 


Another month has rolled around and 
we are still training students. . . . Four 
have been added to the force up here 
and they are: Lillian Baker, Alverda 
Yearsley, Alice Buel, and Shirley Leisge. 
Welcome gals! ... Florence Gess returned 
to work June 23rd after her long-awaited- 
for vacation, which, she adds, flew by 
much too quickly. Isn’t that the way 
though. She tells us that her time was 
divided between Lincoln, Avoca, and her 
home at Dunbar. . Phyllis Adams, a 
former employee and now in the WAVES, 
was home recently and had quite a visit 
with us. We were certainly glad to see her 
Mighty pretty uniform too... . Maxine 
Meyer's ‘‘Navy Blue” was here during the 
week of June 1 and from all reports she 
had a wonderful time. ... Mary A. Ingram 
is back with us again after having a battle 
with the mumps. Some fun, huh Mary? 
p Violet Peterson has been walking 
around with her head in the clouds lately 
and when asked 
“why for” she tells 
us that her brother 
from Mystic, Con- 
necticut is comin g 
home to spend his va- 
cation. Also her girl 
friend from Shelton, 


es 


The boys at 2lst and 
L like pinochle for 
noon time relaxation. 
Seated left to right 
around the table at 
the Lincoln war e- 
house are Jim Bax- 
ter, Russ Rauch, Paul 
Schmeltzer, Paul 
Guelker and Frank 
Kuchera, 
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Washington will be here for a few days. 
Have a good time, Violet. . . . ‘“Snooks’”’ 
(Beason) Smith is back with us again and 
is, at present, working nights, which ac- 
counts for the fact that we don’t see much 
of her. Just the same, it is grand having 
her back. 


Plattsmouth 


Rose Janda, of our traffic department, 
Started her vacation on June 19. She says 
She didn’t do any traveling, however, 
staying at home is just as nice. .. . Thelma 
Tritsch, of our commercial gang, informs 
us that she took a peek at the gay city 
of Omaha. This took place on June 19, 
and believe it or not, here we have a 
person who went up to visit friends. We 
all certainly hope you are feeling okay 
by now, Thelma. We understand you’ve 
had quite a seige of illness. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Abrams, Mr. “A” informs us, 
spent his two weeks’ vacation in Dorches- 
ter visiting friends. For those who don’t 
know, Mr. Abrams is with our plant de- 
partment. We hear that Joe went fishing 
and has quite a “fish story” to relate. It 
really must be good. He wouldn't give it to 
us for publication. For shame, Joe, don’t 
you know you shouldn’t tell such tall 
tales? . . . Leone Coolman, we might add, 


is now taking her toll training. Congratu- 
lations, Leone. 


Seward 


_News seems to be a little ‘newsier’”’ this 
time. If that is the proper word anyway. 
First of all we want to welcome Allan 
Ager, formerly of Syracuse, into our 
midst. Mr. Ager will be a member of our 
plant department, and we wish him all the 
luck in the world, and want him to know 
how happy we are to have him with us. 
Mr. “A” is replacing Dick Manners, who 
is leaving to enter a business of his own. 
A big shindig was held for Dick as a “going 
away party’. I guess I should say picnic, 
as the ants, flys, ete. seemed to have 
turned it into that. But what is a picnic 
without those little added touches. To 
continue, after a delicious dinner, the 
evening was spent informally with group 
singing and games. We might put in here 
that much hidden talent made _ itself 
known. Art Balderson fancied himself 
as. quite a fortune teller, and Willa Rob- 
bins really goes to town onthe Harmonica. 
It seems that there should have been a 
yodeller present, but she (could her name 
be Helen Greiner?) evidently got ‘“mike’”’ 
fright at the last moment because we 
couldn’t hear a peep. To conclude the 
lovely evening, Mr. Manners was presented 
with a gift and was wished well by every- 
one. We'll certainly miss you, Dick. . . - 
A certain little operator, by name of Helen 
Greiner, just turned 21 years of age, and 
she is reported to be quite happy about 
the whole thing. Congratulations, Miss “G’”’. 
- - . Our office had some visitors recently. 
They were Bertha Sommer, Chief Operator 
at Utica, and Edna Pfughaupt of York. 
Glad to see you gals! ... There are two 
vacationers around here. Not really here, 
but Miss Kriegshauser, our “Chief”, might 
aS well be. Last report we had of her, 
She was working her head off at home. 
- + + Chris Haberman, our manager, is also 
enjoying a little portion of his vacation. 
About all that we can find out is that he 
'S In Wyoming doing a little “fishin”. We 
Ought to have quite a “fish story” when 
he returns. Anyway, we know he is having 
a grand time. I'll take back that 
Statement about “two vacationers”. I just 


found one more. Beata Merz, of our traf- 
fic department, enjoyed her two-weeks 
vacation at Crawford, Nebraska. 


Surprise 


We have a little “bit” of news this 
month. Grayce Walker, chief operator at 
the Bradshaw office, Mina Elmore, oper- 
ator, and Mr. Elmore visited the Surprise 
office on Sunday, June 18. Glad to see you 
as visitors are always welcome. 


Syracuse 


The welcome mat is spread way out for 
our new manager. He is Edward A. Ernst, 
formerly of the Auburn force. We're all 
glad to have you in our midst, Mr. Ernst. 

. After welcoming one grand guy 1n, 
we have to say good-bye to another. Allan 
Agar, former manager, has been trans- 
ferred to the Seward force. Lots of luck 
in your new position Al. ... Our Assist- 
ant Chief Operator, Mrs. Laverta Andrews, 
is back after spending her vacation in 
California with her husband, G. L. An- 
drews, Rdm. 2/C. She informs us that she 
had a wonderful time. ... We are SOrry 
to lose Susie Fry, operator, who is going 
to Grand Island with her parents. Heres 
wishing you lots of happiness in your new 
home, Susie. Marguerite Lockhart, 
night operator, is back with us after an 
extended illness. Glad to see you Mrs. “L’. 


Wahoo 


To get things off with a bang, we had 
a picnic. Rather sounds like no one else 
ever went on one doesn’t it? It might be 
called an “all department” picnic. We 
even had George Hansen and his gang to 
join in the fun. Everyone enjoyed a lovely 
dinner, and the evening was rounded out 
by playing games. The “‘doings’’ were held 
at the City Park, and we think everyone 
ought to go on a picnic at least once a 
week. George ‘“‘H” is now in Polk, in case 
you want to keep track of him... - This 
month brings the resignation of one em- 
ployee and the employment of another. 
We are sorry to lose Dorothy Miller, who 
has left us to go to North Carolina to be 
with her husband. Our ‘new face 1S 
Lorraine Eberhardt, and we want to wish 
her luck and happiness on her new job. 
. .. Shirley Miller, operator, spent her va- 
cation at Yutan and Lincoln visiting 
friends. Shirley is having quite a time 
these days trying to keep her balance. 
The reason is that her feet are not quite 
touching the ground. If you want it plainer, 
she is walking on air; her head is in the 
clouds. She has a perfectly good reason 
to be in this fix too, as she recently re- 
ceived a diamond. Congratulations, Shirley, 
and don’t stumble on any thing... - There 
are two more vacation-takers at this of- 
fice. Ethel Daharsh is spending her time 
at home. We don’t know whether she 1s 
loafing or working her head off. This nice 
hot weather, though, is certainly no incen- 
tive for working. . . . Our other little gal 
on vacation is Dorothy Vant. She is spend- 
ing her time in Lincoln living with he! 
Parents. Have a nice time, Dorothy. 


Weeping Water 


Just one little item this month. Elea 
Lane, operator, has returned to work aftet 
Spending her vacation at home. Let us in 
on some of the details, Eleanor. 


nor 
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f June off right 
and Marguerite 
p things 


Ginny Petersen, 
We started the month 0 


by losing Averil Adler 
Skaryd, and then just to kee 


buzzing around here, ‘leventy-two other 
people got the bug and decided to leave 
too. Don’t know what happened all of a 
sudden—guess we've lost all our appeal. 
(No remarks!) . . . But just to prove that 
old saying ‘‘once a telephonite always a 
telephonite” Marguerite, whose husband 
is now stationed at Harvard Air Base, is 
working in the Hastings Commercial Of- 
fice. Though we are sorry that she left 
here, we’re glad to know that she hasn’t 
forsaken us altogether, and now we can 
still keep tabs on her. . . . Just so things 
wouldn’t get too dull around here Mar- 
jeane Beers from the addressograph sec- 
tion took a notion to leave us. She’s plan- 
ning a trip to Wyoming (watch those 
cowboy wolves, Marj., or do they call them 
coyotes way out thar—anyway they both 
howl, don’t they?) and in the fall she’s 
planning to attend school. . . . Doretta 
Drennen took her vacation and spent the 
time in Denver. Came back and told us 
that the hills were calling her and away 
she went again. She went to join cher 
husband who is stationed at Lowry Field. 
_. . Next to leave was Joan Null who de- 
cided she liked uppers and lowers, molars 
and plates better than such things as pay- 
rolls, and tickets, booking rates and com- 
tometers. She’s planning to be a dentist’s 
assistant. Her leaving means a cavity in 
our office force but we all hope her new 
job will be filling. . And of course, 
when people decide to leave us, we must 
add new members to our office clan. New- 
comers for this month are Imogene Pol- 
lard, Viva June Miller, Inez Brunkow, 
Edith Traudt, Dona Holloway, George 
Anne Manifold, and Emma Strasheim. 
Some list, isn’t it? Well, they’re some gals, 
too. Welcome to all of you! boas Rhoda 
Staehr is saying ‘‘good riddance” very em- 
phatically these days. She’s referring to 
her appendix which she ‘ain t got no more. 
She was up to see us the other day and 
looks just as perky as ever. She expects to 
be back to work real soon, and we ll be 
glad to have her around once again... . 
Vacationers during the month of June 
were Eunice Carlson who spent her time 
in her home-town of Wausau, and picked 
herself up a dilly of a cold. She still main- 
tains that she had fun though. Adeline 
Carlson spent her vacation in her home- 
town of Holdrege enjoying a few days rest. 
The highlight of her vacation was the 
wedding of one of her girl friends. John 
Backstrom took his family to Kansas for 
a few days vacation and spent the time 
fishing. How’re they bitin’, Johnny? Geri y 
Amend said that when _ she came back 
from her vacation she would be ‘fat and 
sassy’ ‘cause all she was going to do was 
eat, sleep, and just take it easy. And that’s 
just what she did, but when she came 
back she was just as slim and as friendly 
as ever. ... We are all sorry to hear That 
Mary Ellen Dana is in the hospital with 
pneumonia. Get well soon, Mary, we miss 
you. . . . Guess our blonde bomber Van 
Hausner was trying to prove the exception 
to the rule, but it just didn t work. As - 
result she is really suffering from what 
is commonly known as “sunburn. We 
know Van, that it’s no joke and we SEEGE 
that Ole Sol shouldn't send down his rays 
so heatedly. .- - Mr. Herman Soderholm 
from the Engineering Department took 
part of his vacation in June and spent the 
time at home just resting. : Jean 
Koontz, a former secretary of Mr. Devoe S 
and sister of Frances Koontz, from the 
Engineering Dept. waS Up to visit i 
recently. She was on vacation from 1e1 
job in Washington, D. C. We enjoyed see- 
ing and talking with her once again. vs 
One of Mr. Devoe’s pride and joys, his 
son Reid, (the other being his son Dar- 
rell) was home on furlough during June. 
We all agree that he cuts a mighty hand- 
some figure in his Marine uniform. Mr. 
Devoe has good reason to be proud. - 

One of our girls liked her name in print 
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Busy at the David City switchboard are 
Merna Stewart, assistant chief operator, 
Betty Northway, recently resianed to move 
to California, and Beth Dollison, operator. 


so well last month that we thought we 
would try to keep her happy by putting 
it in again. Here ’tis—Norma Sitzman. 


Construction Department 
Ila Wyider, Associate Editor 


We have quite a long list of new em- 
ployees to welcome this month—R. L. 
Thayer, D. McKinzie, K. D. Fuller, E. K. 
Bauman, Phillip Eckles, Dean Hobson, L. 
Rogers, C. Rohman, John Schaefer, Harold 
Doerr, and last, but not least, Shirley Cane 
our very attractive addition to the office 
force. .. . The many friends of Harry 
Walker will be sorry to hear that he re- 
signed June 26 to go to the west coast... . 
We are pleased to be able to report that 
“Bud” Miller, who has been ill with a 
heart ailment for quite a time has fully 
recovered and is now back with “Babe“ 
Combs’ crew again. The news on Ralph 
Culver isn’t so good. Ralph was in to see 
us the other day and at that time was 
scheduled to go back to the hospital for 
another operation on his arm. We all 
hope you get okay soon Ralph. ... Vaughan 
Baum seems to be our only vacationist 
during June, and he waited until June 26 
to start. . . . We’ve heard a rumor that 
George Hise, of Foreman Hansen’s crew 
got married this last week. Whom the 
lucky girl is, is still a secret—which we 
hope to know more about before long. 
After all, we have to keep track of the 
few eligible bachelors. Even if we are 
married, maybe we have friends who are 
interested? . . . Ist Lt. Willard Hedge, 
formerly of this department, stopped in 
to see us June 27. Willard is stationed 
in Texas and is home on leave between 
changing stations. ... We recently heard a 
story on “Swede” Foster that should be 
passed along. Seems Swede nicked one of 
his fingers, and being a convert to the 
“Jenkins’ System” of first aid, he promptly 
broke out the first aid kit and applied a 
bandage to his finger. As the story goes— 
much later he noticed a nick in his finger, 
and thinking he must have fallen into a 
meat grinder or Something, applied a 
second bandage. By now he looked like a 
major accident victim. Well to make this 
long story short—when he changed the 
bandages he discovered, much to his 
chagrin, that when he'd carefully applied 
the first bandage he'd put it on the wrong, 
and perfectly well finger. Some versions 
of this story even go so far as to say he 
put the bandage on the wrong hand, but, 
of course, we wouldn’t know about that. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


Our Associate Editor, John Reed, has 
been transferred to the plant department. 
He will be greatly missed by everyone 
at the warehouse. . . . Those taking vaca- 
tions this month include R. H. Stebbings, 
building inspector, who took a week of his 
vacation to attend to some real estate 
business in Abilene, Kansas. E. T. Wester- 
hoff of the supply office took a week of 
his vacation—June 12 to 18. H. F. Smith 
took a week of his vacation just staying 
at home, so he says, but we saw him here 
at the warehouse it seems, quite often 
during that week. John Litzenberg took a 
week of his vacation redecorating his 
home. W. T. Nyden of the blacksmith 
shop spent his at home. S. K. Lawrence 
took a trip to California visiting relatives 
near Los Angeles and suburbs. On the way 
back, he spent a few days in Denver. Mary 
Ann Ernst spent a week at Plum Creek 
near Lexington, Nebraska before starting 
to work full time. ... Our Telephonettes 
have played 2 games this season, winning 
the first game from Leuck Crystal Labora- 
tory, 8 to 7—their second with the Elastic 
Stop Nut Corp. not so successful, nuff 
said. There are many more games coming, 
girls, so show us what you can do... . 
Russell Rauch’s City Slickers didn’t do so 
well their first two games, but maybe it 
takes that long to get the creaks out of 
their bones. Their last game, they beat the 
Air Base Civilian’s Team 4 to 0 with an 
old timer, Elmer Dougherty, pitching 
practically a no hit and no run game. Two 
others are back—Verne Simpson and Bill 
Mease. Very happy to have them. John 
Litzenberg is also one of our hurlers. . 
The supply and construction department 
girls went to Pioneer Park on a picnic 
June 20. As usual plenty of eats, and Ila 
Wylder’s ice cream made a hit with the 
girls as well as some soldiers who happened 
to stroll by. The evening was spent play- 
ing ball. .. . Russell Rauch thought he did 
a fancy job of tree trimming the other 
day, but those who surveyed the job com- 
mented that it looked more like a barber 
college trim. .. . Ernie Royce is batching— 
his wife and daughter are spending the 
summer in California. . . . The prepara- 
tion for the switchboard at Daykin is being 
completed in the shop. . . . George Keith 
from the service department completed 
the work and preparation for the CAX for 
Deweese for the week of June 11 to 17.... 
Frank Donovan of the shop had two weeks 
vacation from June 11 to 24. His wife is 
seriously ill in the St. Elizabeth’s hospital. 
. . . Wesley Haas of the shop underwent 
an operation June 13, and the last report 
is that he is recovering nicely. ...D. T. 
Stearns has been doing light work in the 
shop while recovering from a back injury. 

. Yours truly took three days off in 
May for a tonsillectomy. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Roeder, Associate Ed-tor 


“What was so rare as a day in June?’ 
That's the question that lies in Chauncey 
Eggerss’, George Walroth’s, Harry Gore’s, 
Mike Egan’s, Genevieve McMeen’s and 
Martha Borin’s minds since their vacations 
have come and gone and they're all back 
at work again. However, C. Eggerss, H. 
Gore and M. Egan only took a week of 
their vacations so they still have another 
week of rest to spend. ... Mrs. Borin ac- 
companied her daughter to Boston while 
“Gen” McMeen spent her vacation on her 
brother-in-law’s farm. We wonder if she 


helped with the chores. ... Mr. Egan just 
spent his time resting up so he could go 
to the baseball games every night. ... No 


need to mention how Messers Eggerss, 
Walroth and Gore spent their vacations 


because you can always guess just one 
thing. Golf! A. B. Gorman was also on 
his vacation so some great games were 
had by all. However, the scores we under- 
stand were not too good. Gorman was no 
doubt the jinx. Even if he can’t play golf, 
however, some of the local nurses aides 
claim he is a model patient after he posed 
with them for a picture recently. He has 
sworn off this activity now though be- 
cause they went after him with a hammer 
and saw. ... Have you noticed that proud 
look on Mr. Overcash lately? Well, he has 
been crowned grandpa for the second 
time. Congrats Bert! ... 1st Lt. W. Mc- 
Dowell dropped into our office several 
times while spending his leave in Lincoln. 
However, he decided to return to the army 
because our office force didn’t include 
at least one real “‘gorgeous blonde.’ Maybe 
he is trying to make out he is a gentle- 
man. .. . Virginia McCulla joined our 
office “‘gang’”’ June 28. We welcome you, 
Virginia. . . . If Evelyn Pruss or Dorothy 
Kehling come to work with broken fingers 
from now on it’ll be for only one reason 
—they are now trying to play on the soft 
ball team. Whether they’re to be “bench 
warmers” or “bat gals’’ only Mr. Jenkins 
can decide. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Hot weather is really here now and the 

people on vacations now are sweating it 
out. Three of the switchmen—R. L. Dalton, 
F. L. Tefft, and R. R. Guthrie stayed at 
home during their vacations They were 
busy most of the time trying not to suf- 
focate. Grover Griffith didn’t like the 
idea of sitting at home so he and the Mrs. 
shut the door on hot weather and jour- 
neyed to the Black Hills for a week... 
V. B. Hutchison was supposed to take his 
vacation last month but he got the bright 
idea of being sick in the hospital and 
taking a vacation at the same time and 
getting double pay. We’re on to your 
scheme Verne—but hurry and get well we 
miss you at work. ... Three others from 
the service department to take their vaca- 
tions last month were R. N. Brendle, R. 
Burkett and E. T. Dougherty. They spent 
most of the time working around their 
homes and in the gardens. ... The toll 
operating room has been in an uproar 
for the past few weeks while all the toll 
multiple and answering jacks on the toll 
switchboard were rearranged by Howard 
Smith and his gang. No doubt Miss Smith 
and some of the toll operators got grey 
hair during the rearranging but they 
all stuck to their posts to the end. The 
cooperation of all the operators was cer- 
tainly appreciated by the switchboard 
department. A newcomer to the 
service department is Nadene Burney 
who takes the place vacated by Jean Lud- 
wig who resigned and is returning to her 
home in Waco, Texas. ... George Keith 
has been installing some new automatic 
equipment at Deweese; and Dell Gilmore 
was at Seward giving instructions on 
automatic equipment maintenance. 
Dick Reed, the mail boy who zips around 
the building early in the morning, is now 
spending part of his day over in the main 
switchroom learning the art of window 
washing—there’s plenty of glass there to 
get experience. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 


First of all we'd like to introduce Joyce 
Johnson and Leila Broodstrom, students 
in our office, and also to say to Betty 
Cass, Pernal Hines, and Mabel Liedtie, 
“We're glad to have you all with us 
again.” ... Phyllis Seckman submitted to 
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an appendectomy and is at the present 
time recuperating ‘“ down on the farm.” 

. Vey Warren and Edith Franz spent 
their vacations ‘getting around,’ for more 
information—ask them. . Lucile Buss 
spent a recent week-end in Lincoln and at 
her home in Adams. ... Mildred Beethe 
spent a week-end at her home in Elk 
Creek... . Wilma Grupe visited friends in 
Pawnee City and vicinity the week-end 
of June 17... Dan Higgins’ house is all 
dolled up in a new coat of paint. Dan 
modestly admits he did it himself. Anyone 
want to hire a painter? ... Frank Nevitt 
vacationed at home the first part of June, 
a portion of this time was spent remodel- 
ing the front porch of his house... . Har- 
lan Gillespie is spending his vacation in 
his victory garden, trying to keep the 
Weeds down. 


Burchard 


Hattie Wilcox left May 29 for Oklahoma 
to visit her brother during her vacation. 
, Gladys Neugebauer helped at the 
Burchard office while Mrs. Wilcox was 
gone. ... Mrs. Maran, Deshler and Mrs. 
Carl Landin, Norwalk, California visited 
their sister, Hattie Wilcox recently. 


Cook 
Ida Townsend visited at Odell and 
Hollenburg, Kansas May 30. .. . Cpl. 


Russell Estes spent a few days visiting his 
sister, Mary and dther relatives and 
friends. 


Crab Orchard 


Lt. John Jones of Lincoln spent June 
17 with his mother, Mrs. Helen Jones. 


Dawson 


Esther West visited with her sister, Mrs. 
George Schenk at Humboldt June 16. Mrs. 
Schenk was the former Irene Johnson, 
chief operator-cashier at Dawson. 


Dewitt 


Edna Wayman vacationed from June 5 
to 18. She spent her time at home. 


Fairbury 


We welcome Virginia Iverson and Velma 
Walker, who began careers as telephone 
operators. . . . Vacations have been in full 
swing this month, Floyd Nave returned to 
work June 13 and Dorcas Slater, June 20. 
Their time was spent at home. ... Wau- 
neta Child enjoyed her vacation from June 
19 to July 3 at home. .. . Ruth Schnuelle, 
former clerk at Fairbury, was married to 
Lt. C. L. Schultz, June 17 at the Presby- 
terian Parsonage at Tallahassee, Florida. 
They will make their home in Venice, 
Florida where Lt. Schultz is stationed. 


Friend 


Marie Gifford is a new student oper- 
ator. We are very glad to have you with 
us, Marie. . . . Freda Eurich is wearing a 
very pretty third finger, left hand ring. 
Congratulations, Freda. 


Humboldt 


We said our farewell to Betty J. Burow, 
who left recently to take up nursing in 
the Humboldt Hospital, and we welcome 
Willistine Clark, a former operator as 
cashier. . . . Viola Clough spent an en- 
joyable vacation in Troy, Missouri where 
she attended a meeting of her church and 
also visited her brother, who is stationed 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. 


Steinauer 


Ray Divis arrived home June 12 for a 
thirty-day visit with his parents. He has 
been overseas for some time and will re- 
port back to Santa Rosa, California. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst left May 29 to spend her 
vacation with her sister in Toledo, Ohio. 


Table Rock 


Erma Jancik returned to work June 5 
after her vacation. 


Tecumseh 


Harold Drake entertained his parents 
and other relatives May 28. . . . Lawrence 
Murphy and family of Omaha visited the 
Murphys Memorial Day... . I. W. Halver- 
stadt and family spent May 30 in Geneva. 
... Mrs. Hazel Nichols spent the week-end 
of June 3 in Lincoln with her daughter. 
oe Goldie Thompson entertained her 
daughter the week-end of June 17... . 
Janet Pope has been transferred to the 
Hastings Office. 


Tobias 


Nata Hershey of Geneva spent three 
days of her vacation with her mother, Mrs. 
Adell Hershey. The remainder of her va- 
cation was spent with her sister, Mrs. 
Donald Chadd at Brownwood, Texas. 


Wilber 


Set. Leslie McElroy of Scott Field, Il- 
linois is spending his furlough with his 
wife, Mrs. Lavine McElroy. . . . Viola 
Knapp visited in Crete while Mary Helen 
Kozak journeyed to Lincoln. 


Wvymore 


The employees held a surprise farewell 
Picnic for Ed Massie, June 15 at the home 
of Roy Mills. The evening was spent play- 
ing croquette, after which a delicious pic- 
nic supper was enjoyed by all. Mr. Massie 
reported at the Friend office June 19 as 
manager. We are sorry to lose Ed, but 
wish him much happiness in his new loca- 
tion. . . . We are happy to have Irene 
Fischer back with us again. . . . Bettie 
Smith is spending her vacation at home. 
. . . The telephone operators were enter- 
tained at a picnic supper one evening Te- 
cently at the home of Neva Floyd, a for- 
mer operator. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Geneva 


Reno Weis had the misfortune May 30 
to sprain his ankle and was absent from 
work several days... . Vacation time 1s In 
full swing now with Nata Hershey hiking 
off to Texas for two weeks. Maxine Fran- 
zen chose the other direction and went to 
South Dakota, while Phyllis Fellows and 
Patricia Murrell stayed in Geneva. : 
Norma Lee Fisher is sporting one of those 
third finger left hand affairs... - New 
girls this month include Pauline Johnson 
and Jean Eggert. ... Mildred Mouden re- 
signed June 18 as night operator at the 
air base... . Phyllis Otte was absent from 
work two weeks due to illness. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


Marie Stevens recently returned from 


her vacation. Everything was as usual un- 
til the 8 o'clock girls came on duty. 
Scratching her head, she looked all around. 
Yes, she was in the right place but who 
Were all the new faces? Well, Mrs. Stevens, 
we'll introduce you. The new girls on 
local are Maxine Gates, Winona Aspinall, 
Arlene Gragert, Rosetta Habben, Lois 
Hartman, Ardath Held, and Margie 
Thompson. Bernice Parr and Shi ley 
Barth are new toll operators. Janet Ecps 
Was transferred from Tecumseh... - Wi 1 
high school a thing of the past, Tome 
Turner, Gwen McCombs and Dal lene 


Froschheuser are now full time employees. 
Betty Carmichael is back with us, too.... 
It almost turned out that Minnie Schlitt’s 
oak leaf wasn’t the only one that made its 
appearance in the office following the 
dinner party for Edna Pflughaupt, York 


vacation. Destination unknown.... Marie 
Pearson spent a week-end in Edison re- 
cently with relatives. . Betty Larsen 
left our force recently to become a June 
bride but Uncle Sam changed her mind. 
Here’s hoping, Betty, that July will be the 
lucky month. ... We understand Irene 
Combs is selling bonds again. But please, 
Mrs. C, be more careful of the adding ma- 
chine this time! . . . We don’t know how 
true it is, but we’ve heard Lois Lindstrom 
is quite satisfied with her new job as chief 
operator at the Harvard Airfield. She's 
found someone to share her evenings. 
Well, they talk shop! ... The girls are 
glad to report the mail from overseas 1S 
coming regularly. Very good for morale, 


too, they say. 
Plant Department 


Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Sailor, janitors, were 
on vacation from June 19 to 29. ... 2.5. 
Burr’s son, Warren, spent a 14-day fur- 


lough at home. 
Hebron 


Vacation time has arrived at the Hebron 
exchange. G. T. Jones, area manager, is 
spending his two weeks visiting relatives 
at Fort Collins, Colorado. Fred Apking 
has just returned from one week of his 
vacation which he spent at home. Eva 
Stutz, one of our operators, is spending 
her vacation with friends at Salem, II- 
linois. Mrs. Graul, another operator, spent 
her vacation with her parents at Elliott, 
Iowa. ... We have some newcomers at 
our switchboard. They are Leona Gaus- 
man, Neola Sinn, and Barbara Willmore. 

_, Mildred Laverentz has resigned as op- 
erator at this exchange. .. . Adleen Ahrens 
resigned as Janitress on June 17, and on 
June 19, Geraldine Nacke took up the 
duties of Janitress. We extend a 
hearty welcome to all these new em- 


ployees. 
Ohiowa 


: : : : = a or 
Bessie Nippert, chief operator, is spen 
ing a two week vacation in Villisca, Iowa, 
visiting her son and family. . . . Evelyn 
Heater is enjoying a visit from her hus- 

band home on furlough. 


Osceloa 


w. M. Mouden was transferred to Osce- 
ola from York on June 1, replacing T. RB. 
DeWolf, recently retired. . 7 We enjoyed 
a brief visit with Fred Adkins on June ahi 
who was on vacation from his duties at 


Sutton. 
Polk 


The employees held a farewell party ‘on 
June 19, in honor of Loneta eee who 
resigned from her position as chie sen 
erator on June 1. The evening was spen 
socially after which a lunch of ice cream 
and cake was served. Loneta plans to g0 
to Lincoln in the near future to find other 
employment. Clara Anderson has taken 
over Loneta’s duties. ... We wish to ex- 
tend a welcome to our new relief oper- 
ator, Phyllis Cramer. 


Shelby 
7, operator, enjoyed a visit 
ane Rta he ‘es Omaha the middle ie 
June. It was supposed to have been ony 
a week-end jaunt but due to the ae 
tricks of Mother Nature, she was way lai 
in that city several days on account of the 


flood. 
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The Lincoln garage at 21 and L has its 

problems what with gas rationing and 

other restrictions. Everything seems to be 

definitely ‘“‘under control” here, however, 

as we see, busily at work, Ruth Marrow, 

stenographer, and Harry Smith, motor 
vehicle supervisor. 


Shickley 


We are glad to report that Margaret 
Morgan’s son is improving after spending 
several weeks in the Orthopedic Hospital 
at Lincoln. ... Evangeline Swanson, relief 
operator, has gone to California to visit 
her daughter. 


Superior 


Frances Harmon is going west to the 
mountains for a visit during her vacation 
the latter part of June. ... Lola Willett 
has been vacationing and is now ready to 
don the headset again. ... Bonnie Britten- 
ham is a new employee in the traffic de- 
partment and Louise Feess has completed 
her toll training. 


Sutton 


Edith Schleiger, chief operator, enjoyed 
one week of her vacation in Grand Island 
with her sister. Everything went smoothly 
except returning with a big beeootiful 
blister on her foot. ... Fred Adkins, area 
manager, is spending his vacation at home 
and nearby localities. We imagine he en- 
joys mowing the lawn and numerous 
household duties since the gas stamps are 
decreasing. He stopped in the other day to 
say “hello” and we scarcely Knew him 
with that beard. ... Kathleen Houts, op- 
erator, certainly enjoys the dances at the 
Harvard Airfield. May I have the next 
dance, Katie? . .. Letters from Italy and 
Farragut, Idaho, certainly keep up the 
morale of the two commercial gals. 


York 


I will take a little time out to wipe the 
perspiration from my brow and recall a 
few of the exciting events of this past 
month. (Anyway, events.) ... We're going 
to miss Mary Bundy who has left the 
office to devote her time to home and hus- 
band. We also said our farewells to George 
Dobson. Everyone enjoyed the doughnuts 
and coffee that was served. ... The toll 
girls are glad to have someone to blame 
for any wrong numbers. Marie Meyer and 
Artis Bowen are the victims, being new 
toll students. ... We were glad to have 
Miss Seymour with us for several days in 
June. Was George trying to convince her 
of his knowledge and education when he 
let her study his dictionary? By the 
amused yet exasperated look on her face 
we wonder whether or not it was a stand- 
ard Webster? ? . . . Arlene Anderson is 
enjoying her vacation by dancing, sunning 
herself, and, when I last saw her, loafing. 
.. . Ruth Swanson returned from her va- 
cation with a well rested up look and a 
swell tan. 
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THE MADDEST MAN OF THE MONTH 
WAS "MUGGS" STEBBINGS ,WHO, ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF HIS RETURN 
FROM VACATION , SET AN ALL- 
TIME RECORD FOR LOW SCORE 
(MINUS 175) AT THE NOON 
"HEART" GAME . 


BUSINESS SOMETIMES TAKES 

LYMAN NEFF INTO A CERTAIN 

BEAUTY SHOP, AND BEING A SHY MAN, 
HE HATES TO BE SEEN GOING INTO THE 
PLACE. HIS ANTICS WHILE MAKING HI5 
ENTREE ARE WORTH GOING MILES To SEE. 


ITS JUST AROUND THE 
CORNER TO THE LEFT 


A NEWS ITEM TELLS OF 
SJ CHARLIE MESHIER'S © 
“¥ ELECTION AS DIRECTOR OF 
THE TECUMSEH SWIMMING 
POOL. WE DON'T KNOW 
WHAT THE JOB CONSISTS OF - 
BUT IF IT CALLS FOR CHARLIE 5 
APPEARANCE IN BATHING 
TRUNKS — THAT WE WANT 
TO SEE! 


—= 


WHILE APPLYING FIRST AID TO AN INJURED 
FINGER ,"SWEDE” FOSTER WAS 50 INTENT 
IN GETTING THE JOB DONE JN THE LATEST 
APPROVED “JENKINS FASHION" THAT HE 
DIDN'T NOTICE HE WAS BANDAGING 
THE WRONG DIGIT. 


FROM A PHOTO OF 
CHRIS HABE RMAN ON HIS 
WYOMING VACATION 


HEROES OF THE MONTH 


THERE ARE SEVERAL VERSIONS OF THIS STORY BUT THE ONE 
WE LIKE BEST 15 THAT JOHN BACKSTROM AND 
ROY GALLEY FeLt UNDER THE SPELL OF A RECENT 
BALMY MORNING AND BURST INTO A BIT OF HARMONY 
WHIL€ WAITING FOR THE BUS. . . A YOUNG WORKING 
GIRL , STANDING NEARBY, GAVE ® LOW CRY AND FAINTED 
DEAD AWAY, AS THE BUS WHIZZED BY, JOHN AND ROY 
WERE SEEN CARRYING HE GIRL FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, 
FRANTICALLY TRYING TO FIND SOMEONE TO CLAIM HER. 


THE RECENT MARRIAGE OF 
VIRGINIA BARNARD To LT. JOHN 
BATH BROUGHT OUT A SNAPPY 
PLAY ON NAMES IN THE ACCOUNTING 
DEPARTMENT WAR BOND SALES 
CONTEST. VIRGINIA 15 A PRIVATE 
i}i| IN THE RANKS OF DEWEY NELSEN'S 
] NORTH ARMY AND GENERAL 
| DEWEY, IN CHANGING HER 
NAME ON THE MUSTER ROLLS, 
NEARLY FELL OUT OF HIS CHAIR 
AS h& WROTE” PRIVATE BATH !" 
WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT 
VIRGINIA BE GIVEN HER 
CORPORAL STRIPES / 


THEY CAN'T 
DO THIS 
TO ME / 


re 


r TO TELL YOU 
SOMETHING ' 


JOHN MSKINZIE TRYING TO 
ORDER AN AMPHIBIOUS 
JEEP SO HE COULD INSPECT 


y Ey HOSE FOUR RIPE 
SS "FIRST OF THE SEASON” 
PAE TOMATOES 

THE RECENT HIGH WATER | Kee” ES HARLAN CANE 


if PICKED ON 
JULY FOURTH / 
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Coach Lloyd Jenkins, whose broad background of 

experience has been a major factor in the team’s 

success, watches tensely as Darlene Healey beats out 
a hot single. 


HE soft ball season in the Lincoln Industrial League 

has rolled through a third of its three round robins 
with both boys and girls teams from our Company par- 
ticipating. The League is made up of six teams repre- 
senting the Elastic Stop Nut Corporation, Cushman Motor 
Works, Leuck Crystal Laboratory, the Western Electric 
Company, the Air Base Civilians and our organization. 

Our teams, which are sponsored 
through the office of Guy Seaton, 
personnel director, have displayed 
great enthusiasm and interest and all 
who have participated have had a lot 
of fun, not to mention the exercise. 

To Grace Hauschild of the ac- 
counting department goes much of 
the credit for the organization of the 
girls squad and since its formation 
it has shown marked and steady im- 
provement in play under the ster- 
ling tutorage of Coach Lloyd Jenkins. 
Casualties have been light with 
bumps reported only for Irene 
Siefert who claims she got hit when 
the sun got in her eye, and Norma 
Roeder who had the same trouble 
only some say it was a soldier in- 
stead of the sun. 
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Norma Roeder, the pitch- 


down the groove. 


Ruth Marrow connects nea rad none a Bs an 
R . __ easy lope is Marilyn Brown 
er, winds up to lay one with one that pays off —the "Crystal Lab” player 


note that follow through. doesn’t seem to be able to 


do much about it. 


Most of the gals have taken up the game without hav- 
ing done much playing but what they lack in experience 
they make up in spirit. They won one and lost three 
games in the first round robin and have played and won 


one game in the second schedule. 


One game had to 


be forfeited because work shifts would not permit enough 


(Left) Manager Russ Rauch mutters 
darkly as he heaps eternal malefaction 
upon the genus of umpires, and particu- 
larly the variety found at “soft ball” 
games. 


(Below) The men’s lineup, left to right; 
above, Clem Bottorf, B. D. Pattison, 
Bedric Wanek, Bill Meese, Russ Rauch, 
and Ernie Royce; below, Roy Brendle, 
John Litzenberg, Norma Roeder, the 
score keeper, John Backstrom, Elmer 
Dougherty, and Frank Kuchera. Absent 
and not included in the picture are Deke 
Simpson, Vic Musselman and _ Lloyd 
Jenkins, 


Ew sz 


$e 2k 


Hey!!! How did these 
get in here? From out 
of the archives come 
these two shots (vin- 
tage of 1926) taken at 
Auto Park near Lin- 
coln of two stars of 
former days, Mildred 
Miller (now Mrs. Ralph. 
Wait), swinging the 
bat, and Grace Haus- 
child of the accounting 
department, who, they 
say, wielded a villan- 
ous fast ball. 


Arlene Zabel, below, 


ball in the lower picture. 


players to engage in 
play. 

The squad roster of 
regulars is made up of 
Ruth Marrow, motor 
vehicle office, and 
Ann Pavel, supply de- 
partment, who alternate at pitching and covering first 
base; Catherine Cooley, traffic operator, catcher; Lor- 
raine Clark, Letha Barber, and Arlene Zabel, all traffic 
Operators, occupy the second and third sacks and short 
stop positions, respectively. Fielders include Darleen 
Healey, supply; Norma Roeder, switchroom; Eleanor Jen- 
sen, service; and Dorothy Johnson, printing service. Norma 
Roeder also runs the gang in her role of team manager. 
Utility players who constitute fine material and are in- 
valuable members of the line up but who have not played 
quite as much as some of the others are Lela Forbes, serv- 
ice; Midge Johnson, printing service; Irene Siefert, ac- 
counting; Agnes Kobza and Marilyn Brown, traffic. 

The men’s contingent boasts a group many of whom 
are old hands at this business of bat swinging. The two 
veteran twirlers are Elmer Dougherty, service, and John 
Litzenberg, garage, with the former chalking up a one hit 

(Please continue on page 14) 


(Left) Ann Pavel winds up to let 
‘em have the old smoke ball. 


(Below) The girl’s squad, left to 
right: above, Frank Kuchera, base 
coach, Lela Forbes, Arlene Zabel, 
Darlene Healey, Personnel Direc- 
tor Guy Seaton, Letha Barber, 
Ruth Marrow and Coach Lloyd 
Jenkins; below, Eleanor Jensen 
Catherine Cooley, Irene Siefert, 
Manager Norma Roeder, Ann 
Pavel and Agnes Kobza. Not in- 
cluded in the picture are Dorothy 
Johnson, Midge Johnson, Marilyn 

Brown, and Lorraine Clark. 


i’ Eleanor Jensen, left, and 


demonstrate their skill 
with the bat. Note the 


Definitely net bench warmers, just waiting their turn at bat. Left 
to right, Russ Rauch, Guy Seaton (just waiting), Clem Bottorf, 


Lloyd Jenkins, John Litzenberg, B. D. Pattison, Roy Brendle, and 
Elmer Dougherty. Eddie Cummings kibitzes from back of the fence. 


Bedric Wanek rounds third base Ruth Marrow shows how she 
under the baleful glare of the puts ‘em out at first. 
opposition. 


Ump Dappen is wasting his time looking Darlene Healey all set 


this one over, because Catherine Cooley 


really connected to lay one in the outfield. asi Rall sie act Me 


The “Crystal Lab’ catcher could have the field. 
relaxed too. 


oye } 
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Major GILES GERE flew out of the 
east to spend a thirty day leave with his 
family in Lincoln. Among the first to 
be sent on service overseas, the major has 
been in Iran, attached to the Persian Gulf 
Service Command for the past eighteen 
months. The operations in this area have 
consisted of moving supplies through the 
Persian corridor to Russia. Giles is well 
versed in the lore of ancient Persia and 
has found opportunity to visit many of the 
historical shrines and landmarks of the 
Near East. One of the distinct disad- 
vantages of attempting to interview a 
major is their firm refusal to say anything 
for publication. An army private or a 
seaman second class, on their visits home, 
are never reluctant to give their views 
of the proper methods for winning the 
war and often go into detail, with ges- 
tures and illustrations, of the way they 
think it will be done. When the major 
is able to tell of his adventures in the 
land of Adam and Eve, and of Abraham, 
we feel sure the story will be well worth 
the waiting for. 


Pvt. MAURICE RICHARDS, marine, 
has finished radio school at San Diego 
and is now at signal school training center 
at Camp Pendleton, California. He is 
training to be radio operator in a recon- 
naissance jeep. 

From the Normandy beachhead comes 
this message from /Sgt. GEORGE 
WASSON; in a letter to Paul Schmeltzer: 
“As you might guess, I came into France 
with some of the first of the invasion 
forces, being picked among two officers 
and eighty-nine enlisted men for an as- 
signed mission. I have seen about every 
part of the war and its effects and I feel 
that we have the best of materials and 
supplies. Having seen what the French 
people have undergone, I am more than 
glad that our people back home have 
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never seen or gone through what they 
have over here. I’m feeling fine, though 
we've been working from 13 to 18 hours 
a day, sleeping in fox holes in the rain 
and mud. The morale of our boys is very 
high and every day sees us coming closer 
to home.” 


A letter from Capt. B. J. “FRITZ” 
NOBLE, brings news of his safe arrival 
in England where he is attached to the 
signal section of headquarters in the First 
U. S. Army Group. T/5 DONAVIN 
FRANKFORTER has also received an 
APO address, but his destination has not 
yet been announced. 


Pvt. HOWARD STACY has received 
word of his acceptance into the ““para- 
troopers." Howard has been training 
with an armored infantry battalion at 
Camp Campbell, Kentucky, 


Lt. DICK LAHR is now at Florence, 
South Carolina flying an A-20, attack 
bomber. “and I really love it,” says 


Dick. 
FRANCIS SMITH, § 2/c, has been as- 


signed to submarine duty and is at present 
attending specialized class at the Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, Navy Yard. 


Another of our number has been re- 
turned from overseas as word comes that 
T/Sgt. BEV OTT has come out of the 
combat area of the South Pacific and is 
now in the Winter General Hospital, at 
Topeka, Kansas. With the continued 


Left: Marie Lesher former Fairbury operator is 

now on duty at the Great Lakes Naval Hospital. 

She carries the rating of Hospital Attendant, first 
class. 


Right: Pvt. Maurice Richards, Marine, hails from 

the David City plant department, and is the son 

of the late Kenneth Richards who was killed in 
a line accident near David City on June 14, 
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improvement of his condition, Bev hopes 
to be able to visit at home within the next 
few weeks. Bev described his emotions 
as he stood on the deck and watched the 
broad coast of California take shape on 
the horizon, ‘tan emotion,” he says, “that 
few men are privileged to experience. One 
cannot put into words the love and feeling 
for his country, especially when coming 
from far and unpleasant places.” 


A note from Pfc. GENEVIEVE GRIF- 
FIN: “I’m in England and enjoying my’ 
self immensely. This is all a new and in’ 
teresting experience to me, and I love 
it all. The country is beautiful and I’m 
doing all I can to see as much of it as I 
possibly can. The people and customs 
Interest me very much.” 


Pvt. TOM ROLLER had the thrill of a 
Personal conversation with Red “I Dood 
It” Skelton recently in the post exchange 
at Camp Roberts, California. 


T/5 ERVIN KLUNDT is with the 
Civil Affairs Section in Normandy and 
gives a brief picture of his recent adven’ 
tures. “I’m in good health and am doing 
all I can to stay that way. I was there 
when the big show was on and am still at 
it. I've certainly had a lot of new ex’ 
Periences since landing in France. I have 
dodged bombs, shells and machine gun 
bullets from the air. . . . Boy, what a life.” 


ARCHIE STANSBURY, with a new 
AMM 2/c rating is now at the Naval 
Air Training Center at Memphis, Tennes- 
see. He has been stationed at Navy Pier, 
Chicago. 

An Air Medal award has been presented 
to F/O GEORGE HANSEN, who flies 
a P-47 fighter bomber named “Betty Jean” 
from an airfield in France. At last reports 
George had flown twelve missions and 
earned twenty credits, his prize victim be- 
ing an ME 109. He also reports that he 


has had considerable practice in the 
digging and inhabiting of foxholes. 


Among those home on_ furlough 
during the month was Sgt. BILL 
QUINN, from Camp Howze, Texas. 
There’s a story concerning’ Bill that 
isn’t so funny, but does contain a 
moral. In view of this fact, it should 
be published, even in the face of 
screaming protest from Set. Quinn. It 
seems that upon a dark and moonless 
night last fall, Bill) who was than a cor- 
poral, had the misfortune to have his 
jeep become stalled in the middle of the 
road and while the unhappy Bill was ad- 
justing its innards a car pulled up behind 
him and an irate voice came out of the 
darkness, making pointed reference to a 
mechanic who would choose such a time 
and place to make repairs. Bill’s pent up 
emotion broke loose as he shouted a perti- 
nent retort into the black void behind 
him. He was still adding to his original 
statement when the owner of the first 
voice came striding out of the gloom and 
Bill caught the gleam of gold leaves. The 
come back, from private to sergeant has 
been long and hard, but Bill is sewing his 
chevrons on securely, as he vows they are 
on his sleeve to stay this time. 


ALLAN BEHM had his furlough cut 
short by official orders to report back to 
his station at Albany, Georgia. Allan is 
an ‘on the line” trainee at Turner Field. 


T/3 DON RUTLEDGE and his wife, 
returned from Camp Breckenridge, Ken- 
tucky to spend a recent ten-day furlough 
with relatives in Lincoln and Nehawka. 
Don is an instructor in the signal corps 
at Camp Breckenridge. He is a nephew 


= 


of Ted Nyden of the supply de- 


partment. 


Pfc. LLOYD CLEVELAND 


has charted some further travels 
since last month's issue of the 
“News.” He reports a plane 
ride that took him from Oran, 


Jack Huddleston sent these snapshots to his dad, Bert, 
general storekeeper at the Lincoln warehouse. They were 
taken at an airfield ‘somewhere in England” where Jack 
is a master sergeant in charge of communications. Al- 
though the pictures were not captioned it is apparent 
that the one at upper left was taken beside a flying 
fortress because of the tail fin. The size of the bomb 
at center was not specified but our guess is that it is a 
2000 pounder. What's yours? Jack with one of his buddies, 


appears at lower right. 


over Casablanca and various portions of 
the “Dark Continent,” finally landing on 
the coast somewhere south of the bulge 
of West Africa. It’s not so far from the 
heart of the gorilla country, and Cleve- 
land’s home-town friends, knowing some- 


thing of their hero’s sense of humor, de- 


clare they will accept no gift packages or 
crates coming from any African port. 


The mystery of TED RAY’S spectacu- 
lar jump in rating, from chief yeoman to 
lieutenant, j.g., has been partially cleared 
up. It seems that the commission was 
recommended by the “Old Man” himself 
in acknowledgement of services rendered 
and because he had need for Ted’s talents 
on his staff in future operations of the 


Third Fleet. 
Cpl. JAMES L. BAXTER, 


JR., was back home on his first 
furlough since entering the 
army in September, 1942. As 
evidence that his homecoming 
= was awaited by others beside 
his parents, he arrived one 


George Mehuron, York wire 
chief, maintains that his chest 
hasn't slipped. He says he just 
forgot to button his uniform. 
George, who was a veteran of 
World War I with the 219th 
Field Signal outfit, poses with 
his son, T/5 George C. Me- 
huron, recently home on fur- 
lough from Camp Swift, Texas. 


--<6f 5 fe 


evening and was married the next day. 
Jim has been stationed in the Aleutian 
theater since early in 1943 and has grown 
up considerably in the northern climate, 
towering to six feet-two inches and gain- 
ing some forty pounds of weight. 


A bit of sunshine was brought into sev- 
eral cloudy July days 
with return on leave, 
of Capt. HOWARD 
SPAHNLE for a visit 
with home foiks, prior 
to his assignment over’ 
seas. Most of How 
ard’s army career has 
been as base signal of- 
ficer at Buckley Field. 
Colorado. 


Out in Shoemaker, 
California, WALTER 


WILLCOXON is peeling potatoes and 
thinking back over the joys and adven- 
tures he had in five days, five hours and 
thirty minutes of unofficial leave. There's 
still some doubt in Walter’s mind that it 
was worth the price of twenty days con- 
finement and a stiff fine. Walter expects 
to receive sea duty in the near future. 


ROY W. NYDEN visited Lincoin 
while on a delay enroute, prior to his 
entry into Naval preflight school at Chap- 
pel, North Carolina. Before his transfer 
to the Naval air arm, he saw service as 
coxswain on a sub-chaser, having among 
his points of action, convoy duty in the 
landings at Salerno. 


In a letter to John Backstrom, KEN 
BOSHART sends news that he has been 
granted a thirty day furlough at home 
and may, by this time be on the seas. Ken 
has been in the South Pacific area since 
September, 1942. | 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
DON CUNNINGHAM, Capt. to M 
WILMA McINTIRE, Set to S/Set. 
DON RUTLEDGE, T/4 to T/3. 
ARCHIE STANSBURY, AMM 
AMM 2/c. 
FLORENCE STUDER, § 2/c to § l/c. 


ajor, 


a 
29/Cc to 


ARTICLES AND NEWS ITEMS 


Donley Becomes 


Traffic Head 


Cc. C. Donley 


HE functions of the traffic de: 

partment were placed under the 
direction of C. C. Donley when he 
was appointed general traffic super- 
intendent in an announcement on 
July 24 by J. H. Agee, vice president 
and general manager. He succeeds 
R. 8. Brewster who has held this po- 
sition since February 16, 1921 and 
who retires after forty years of serv- 
ice in the telephone industry. 


Mr. Donley’s many admirable per- 
sonal characteristics and outstanding 
executive ability together with a 
practical knowledge of the telephone 
business acquired through thirty-four 
years of service made him the in- 
evitable choice for this important 
post. 


The background of his qualifica- 
tions is attested to by a review of the 
positions he has held since his origi- 
nal employment. He began his tele- 
phone career as a lineman in Lincoln 
on July 11, 1910, six years after the 
founding of the Company. On 
March 20, 1911, he was made assist- 
ant tester in the wire chief's office 
and subsequently acted as installer, 
switchboardman, tol! test man, and 
district inspector until his appoint- 
ment as toll wire chief in March, 
1920. He was advanced to the gen- 
eral traffic department in September, 
1922 when he was made traffic engi- 
neer and in September, 1937 was 
named assistant general traffic super- 


intendent, the position he has held 
until his present appointment. 

Mr. Donley has for many years 
taken an active interest in employee 
affairs. At the present time he is 
vice-president of the Telephone Em- 
ployees Mutual Benefit Association 
and a member of the finance commit- 
tee of the Employees Cooperative 
Credit Association He is a member 
of the Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association. 


Lulu Kloepper New 


Personnel Secretary 


hese personnel director has a new 
- secretary in the person of Lulu 
Kloepper, who on August 1 stepped 
up to this position after having 
served during the past seven years 
as stenographer in the plant statis- 
tician’s office. Her long experience 
with the Company and her knowl- 
edge of operations and personnel ac- 
tivities will be valuable assets in her 
new work which we are sure she 
will carry out most ably. 


Geneva Customer 
Well Satisfied 
Ce JOHN LEMMER, a soldier 


stationed at the Fairmont Army 
Air Field, upon receiving a refund 
check in connection with an over 
charge on a call to Tacoma, Wash- 
ington wrote the following letter of 
appreciation to Area Manager Chas. 
Crew at Geneva: 


“Received your check for $2.30 
today and I was very surprised to get 
it. You did not have to go to all the 
trouble of sending it to me. 


“Well, anyway, thanks ever so 
much for sending the refund. I must 
say that during all the time I have 
called Tacoma since being in the 
Army, I never have received better 
service than your Company has 
given me.’ 

Such expressions help the job 
along because it is always nice to 
know that customers appreciate good 
service and to have them tell us so. 
It is a worthy tribute for a job well 
done for the Geneva folks. 


New Associate Editors 


Georgia Finnigan 


Genevieve Cox 


ie 


Ramona Francis 


Pee new associate editors were added to the ranks this month. They are 

Genevieve Cox, former stenographer for A. B. Waters, Lincoln area 
commercial manager, who has taken over the duties of junior secretary for 
District Manager John McKinzie in the Eastern District office and who will 
report the news for that district; Georgia Finnigan, toll supervisor in the Lin- 
coln Traffic Department, whose breezey sense of humor is expected to lend 


much color to the goings on in that office: 


; and Ramona Francis, who takes 


over as associate editor for the Lincoln General Offices in addition to her 


duties as stenographer for the advertising m 
5 
secretary in the Eastern District office. 


anager. She formerly was junior 
Jeanne Framstead retires this month 


as associate editor for the Lincoln Traffic Department after ably conducting 


. ‘ io 6 - 7 = 
this assignment for several months. Miss Francis pinch-hitted this month 
for her successor due to the latter’s illness 
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Hastings Receives 
Letter of Appreciation 
ELEPHONE customers appre- 


ciate good service but generally 
it is accepted as a natural course of 
events. Occasionally, however, some- 
one is thoughtful enough to express 
appreciation for a job well done. 


The Hastings office was the re- 
cipient of such an expression from 
the War Manpower Commission 
on July 5 when the area director, Mr. 
Roscoe E. Wright, wrote Area Com- 
mercial Manager John Spady as fol- 
lows: 


“Tt has been in my mind for some 
time to write you a letter indicating 
our appreciation for the courteous 
and extra services that we have re- 
ceived at the hands of the local of- 
fice of The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. 

“T have called to the attention of 
my superiors in the State Administra- 
tion Office the extra services you 
gave in keeping two lines open for 
us when we moved over to the Trib- 
une Building last November. I have 
also called to their attention the 
courteous and almost unlimited serv- 
ice which you gave in putting in our 
new push-button system and in ex- 
tending it to my new offices last 
May. 

“For these special courtesies I wish 
again to say ‘thank you.’ ” 


Harvard Exchange 
To Hastings Area 


d hee plant and commercial respon- 
sibilities of the Harvard Ex- 
change and Air Base were trans- 
ferred from the Sutton Area to the 
Hastings Area effective August 1. 
This was done to facilitate mainte- 
nance and service operations and cus- 
tomer requirements which the Has- 
tings personnel group, because of its 


‘larger size, is better equipped to 


handle. The move is a temporary 
one designed to take care of unusual 
war time operating conditions for the 
duration. 


Tecumseh Storm 
‘Pee damage resulted to build- 
ings, crops and public utility fa- 
cilities on July 23 when a violent 
wind, hail, and rain storm, judged 
by local authorities to be the worst in 
the history of the community, visited 
Tecumseh. 

Evidence of the splendid condition 
ef Company plant and the usual 
prompt and efficient service which is 
a by-word among telephone em- 
ployees may be determined from the 
observation in the Tecumseh Chief- 
tain that “The local Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company had 
some damage but it was not ‘great 
and service had but temporary inter- 
ruption.” 


Our General Auditor Says--- 


HE Accounting Department has a ringside seat from which it re- 

views the results, in terms of dollars, of the combined efforts of the 
employees of the Company. The employees report to us their day to 
day activities which permits of proper accounting for 
wages, materials, etc., and they also furnish us with 
the data from which our customers are billed. This 
information forms the foundation of our financial 


statements to executives, the Board of Directors, and 
stockholders, our income tax returns and other gov- 
ernment reports. The conclusions that are reached 
on these financial statements are influenced by the 
activity of every single employee of the Company. 
What better illustration could we have to show that 


the final result depends upon all of us working to- 
gether and pulling in the same direction? It shows us also how much 
we depend upon each other for the efficient accomplishments of our 


assignments. 


_—_ 


—I. J. DEVOE. 
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Don Cunningham 
Promoted to Major 


Dor CUNNINGHAM recently 
received his promotion from 
Captain to Major, thus becoming the 
second of our employees in military 
service to achieve this distinction, ac- 
cording to word received from his 
sister-in-law, Mrs. Harold Cunning- 
ham. 


The Major, who is with an Army 
field artillery battalion in England, 
wrote us recently that he had 
traveled over most of that part of 
the globe, but that regardless of the 
beauty of the country none of it 
would look as good to him as the 
old home state of Nebraska. He has 
been overseas for over eighteen 
months but has not met any fellow 
employees although several are sta- 
tioned in that area. 


Note of Thanks 
From Mrs. Richards 
\' RS. KENNETH RICHARDS, 


whose husband was killed in a 
line accident as reported in last 
month’s “News,” wrote this note of 
gratitude to the Company at David 
City on July 13: 

“T wish to express my heart felt 
gratitude to the Company and its 
employees for its many expressions 
of sympathy, helpfulness and cour- 
tesy that were extended to us during 
our bereavement. 

“Though Kenneth knew so many 
of you personally I only knew of you 
through him. But IT am so thankful 
that I could shake hands with the 
few of you I did because your names 
were very familiar to me.” 


Pioneer Chaotel Elects New Officers 


J. H. Hartley 


i hse Frank H. Woods chapter of 


the Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association held its annual 
election of officers by mail last 
month and the tabulation by the 
nominating committee on July 17 re- 
sulted in the selection of Merle M. 
Hale, commercial engineer, Lincoln, 
as president. Mr. Hale acted as vice 
president during the past year and 
succeeds Fred M. Strasser, supervisor 
of supplies, Lincoln, who retires as 
president. J. H. Hartley, commercial 
artist, Lincoln was elected as vice 
president. 

The office of secretary will be 
filled by Mina Schmidt, general plant 
secretary, who assumes the position 
so ably conducted since the forma- 
tion of the Association by Flora 
Johnston, the retiring secretary. O. 
L. Sturtevant, general plant statisti- 


Mina Schmidt O. L. Sturtevant 


cian, was reelected as treasurer after 
having served in this capacity for the 
past year. All are from Lincoln. 

The two members of the executive 
committee elected were John Spady, 
area commercial manager, Hastings, 
and Elsie Anderson of the Lincoln 
traffic department. 

The Frank H. Woods chapter, 
which is a state wide organization of 
independent telephone employees, or 
workers in associated industries, with 
fifteen or more years of service, was 
formed on June 21, 1941 at the home 
of Mr. Woods in Lincoln. Fifty-one 
new members were added during the 
year and three were re-instated. The 
total membership at the present time 
is 327. The new officers look for- 
ward to a year of continued growth 
and increased activity in Association 
affairs. 


Stanley Bennett Reported 
Killed in Action 


TANLEY DUANE BENNETT, 

husband of Mrs. Martha Bennett, 
operator at Auburn, has been re- 
ported as killed in action according 
to word received by her in July from 
the War Department. S/Sgt. Ben- 
nett, who was a radio Operator and 
waist gunner on a B-17 Flying Fort- 
ress, was originally listed as missing 
in action in a flight over Germany on 
June 11, 1943 but has not been heard 
from since and has been presumed 
lost. 

Sgt. Bennett was honored with a 
citation for bravery and meritorous 
service signed by President Roose- 
velt, Secretary Stimson and General 
Arnold shortly before his last flight, 
and last month Mrs. Bennett received 


posthumously the purple heart medal 
for her husband. 

Although officially listed as killed 
in action, there has been no positive 
confirmation, and we are all hoping 
and praying with Mrs. Bennett that 
the good news of his safety will soon 
be forthcoming. 


Women in War Work 
ECEIVED last month too late for 
-* publication was this additional 
bit of news concerning war activities 
of women in the Hebron area. Mrs. 
Evalena A. Simmerman has been ac- 
tive in Red Cross work and devotes 
four hours each Friday in the prep- 
aration of surgical dressings. She 
is the chief operator-cashier at Carle- 


ton and has been with us since 
November, 1942. 
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Flora Johnston Moves 
HE announcement that Flora 
Johnston had left the Company 

on August 1 in order to move to 
Washington, D. C. was received 
with genuine re- 
gret by her nu- 
merous friends in 
the organization. 
Her retirement 
as secretary in 
the personnel de- 
partment was re- 
ported in the 
April “News,” 
however, she 
continued with 
her duties following the appointment 
of Guy Seaton as personnel director 
until this date. 

In addition to personnel work, 
she has long been active in the affairs 
of the Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association and as secretary 
of this group has conducted the de- 
tails of its activities most admirably. 
In recognition of her valuable efforts 
during the past years she was 
awarded a 25 year service pin at the 
last annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion. 

With her move to Washington 
“Johnnie” will realize a long cher’ 
ished dream. She will visit with 
relatives in Pennsylvania, her original 
home, after which she will have resi- 
dence with a niece who is employed 
in the capital. They plan later to 
establish a home in a Washington 


suburb. 


Flora Johnston 


Westerhoff Transtewed 


To Commercial Office 

HE stock in the Lincoln business 

office zoomed appreciably on 
July 24 when E. T. Westerhoff, for 
mer clerk in the Supply Department, 
assumed the position of commercial 
representative. ‘‘Wes” has a fine 
record of conscientious and intelli 
gent endeavor in his fifteen years 
with the organization during which 
he has worked in the accounting, 
general plant and supply offices. 
This background of proven ability 
together with his genial personality 
and easy faculty for making friends 
provide ample qualifications for suc’ 
cess in his new situation. 
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Out. of Order. 


E HAVE known for many years 


that Russ Anderson, senior part- 
ner in the household of Cecile An- 
derson of the Lincoln business office, 
was a writer of no mean ability. 
However, we never had been privi- 
leged to review any of his work until 
last month when his collection of 
writings was loaned to us. Their 
persual was indeed a rare and pleas- 
urable event, and left us with the 
definite impression that we had been 
admitted through inner-most portals 
into the lives and home of Russ and 
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In testimony to the quality of his 
work, Russ was asked to broadcast 
two of his poems which were fea- 
tured in a program over KFAB and 
KFOR on July 4. The principal one 
entitled “Why We Jump” portrays 
the feelings and emotions of the para- 
trooper as he flys over the enemy 
objective preparatory to descent for 
battle. Its successful reception was 
signified by the volume of calls re- 
ceived following the broadcast re- 
questing copies. The radio stations 
printed additional copies which were 
supplied to those who wished them. 


Although not a prolific writer, 
Russ puts his whole heart and soul 
into his work when he has an in 
spiration and does little else until he 
completes the job. The finished 
products attest to the citt of his 
salty humor and knowledge of hu- 
man nature as well as to the depth 
of thought with which they are com: 


posed. 


Young and Jackson 
Shift Positions 
_P. YOUNG resumed full direc- 


ition of the Western District as 
district manager on August 1 follow- 
ing the temporary division of respon- 
sibility since No- 
vember 16, 1943 
in which he was 
assigned as act- 
ing district traf- 
fic manager and 
J. S. Jackson as 
acting district 
manager. 

This move was 
made as an ex- 
pedient to facili- 
tate supervision of the district’s af- 
fairs which had been greatly aug- 
mented and complicated due to a tre- 
mendous increase in local and toll 
traffic loads generated by an influx 
of war activities. This condition has 
leveled off to a point where normal 
supervision of the district is again 
practicable. 

Mr. Jackson becomes a member of 
the general commercial superintend- 
ent’s staff with 
the title of train- 
ing supervisor. 
In this position 
he will supervise 
the training of 
employees in 
commercial activ- 
ities and will 
SA; 2S |_sSwork throughout 
—— the territory to 

J. Ss Jackson promote a more 
thorough understanding and applica- 
tion of tariffs and commercial prac- 
tices. His long experience with the 
Company, coupled with his previous 
association in the general commercial 
office and aptitude for detail, make 
him a splendid choice for the con- 
duct of this important activity. 


LT 


L. P. Young 


— 


Albert Allen Dies 
LBERT ALLEN, janitor at the 
York office since December, 
1942, died suddenly of a heart attack 
on June 27. He was 67 years old. 
He appeared for work the morn- 
ing of his death but about 9:30 com- 
plained of not feeling well and 
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George Mehuron took him home in 
his car. A physician was summoned 
but he passed away about on hour 
later. 

He is survived by his wife, Maude, 
and three children, Harold, a son 
who publishes a newspaper at Oak- 
dale; Harley, a son with the United 
States army in China and a daughter, 
Eleanor, from California. 


Geneva Wins 
Invasion Bond Campaign 


HE hard working Geneva team 

under the leadership of Area 
Manager Charlie Crew rolled up an 
impressive 227% of quota to emerge 
the victors in the Invasion War Bond 
Campaign conducted throughout the 
Company in the Fifth War Loan 
drive. This was indeed a splendid 
effort on the part of “Crew’s Cru- 
saders” and they are richly deserving 
of the plaudits of the entire organiza- 
tion. As we go to press plans for a 
big “whing ding” honoring the win- 
ners are in a formative stage. The 
affair is scheduled for about the 
middle of this month. 


In second position and coming up 
fast in the stretch was the Platts- 
mouth contingent with Seward 
drawing third honors. David City, 
winner in the last campaign, broke 
quota with 102% which placed them 
in ninth place. 

Here are the final figures: 

Amount Percent 


Area Invested of Quota 
Geneva 2... $ 4,106.25 227 
Plattsmouth —.................... 2.643.75 1938 
Seward .............. ens eee 1,987.50 Mid 
PRATT vaca cceedciSesdcnsadesesivss 1,912.50 130 
Osceola ..... Sdidividdhucsenon... GIO 128 
ESTHOOUI, <siciicesspsocscpstessancateavin 36,579.25 128 
Hastings ........0000.000...... . 4,931.25 120 
PRONTO isc. sic dastissresctdicasdecss “Leet 107 
David City . 1,162.00 102 
Beatrice .. _ 2,512.50 91 
Wilber... 3 ... 1,012.50 89 
Wahoo a . 2,631.25 84 
Sutton ....... . nie 656.25 79 
Superior .............. om 675.00 64 
Nebraska Ciy . oo... 1,800.00 63 
Fairbury Dae den epavesteadeds 731.25 61 
TECUMSED. oon. ccccscsccssccsconcess 581.25 47 
Vor ccs 768.75 43 

$66,054.25 119 

Lincoln Departments 

Engineering $ 993.75 171 
Treasurer eee a 786.75 167 
Gen’l. Traffic .......... . 1,218.75 134 
Service ....... - .... 8,343.50 121 
Construction .......... 3,430.75 103 
Accounting : 2,943.50 101 
Shop and Supply . 2,418.50 100 
Local Commercial 1,312.50 79 
General Plant .... 356.25 75 
General Commercial 468.75 ii 
Cent. Dist. Traffic 2,081.25 52 
Executive 12,225.00 301 

$36 579.25 128 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Ramona Francis, Associate Editor 


Beaver Crossing 


We certainly hate to start this column 
out by havin to say “good-bye” to some- 
one, but it looks as if we’ll have to. Bere 
niece Gary who has been with us for the 
past six years has resigned. As yet her 
plans are indefinite but we know she'll 
make good in whatever she chooses, and 
we’re wishing her all the luck in the 
world. 

David City 


Ladies and gentlemen!!! In this corner 
we have Henrietta Smith at (?) pounds 
and in this corner Marilyn Behrns at (?) 
pounds. The fight was won clean and fair 
(they won’t say by whom) even though 
Henrietta came out sporting a pair of 
chipped glasses and Marilyn wondering 
what ever happened to make her watch 
crystal look like spun glass. It seems that 
both girls love to swing and twirl things, 
and as a result now have a repair bill. 
My, my, girls, won’t you ever learn? ... 
There’s quite an array of feminine pulch- 
ritude (go ahead and choke, I did) around 
these premises. We now have a collection 
of brunettes, blondes, and even redheads. 
I always thought red hair was the most 
rare, but according to reports, the blondes 
can’t quite hold their own. Two new stu- 
dents have been added to our force mak- 
ing one more brunette and another red- 
head. Lorene DeTurk claims the beautiful 
auburn curls and Betty Vybiral the lovely 
brunette tresses. Glamour, glamour, glam- 
our! Anyway, welcome girls. ... Although 
we know that betting is illegal, in this 
case we think it’s all right. Beth Dollison 
and Helen Havlena are the accused and 
plead guilty to the charge. It seems that 
they were betting on whether they were 
going to be aunts or uncles, and the re- 
sults show that they both came out the 
same. Congratulations, Aunties. ... Let’s 
see, we have some vacations on our cal- 
endar this month. Irene Swan, our chief 
operator, is on her vacation but as yet we 
have none of the details. Anyway, she is 
undoubtedly having a good time. An- 
other vacationer is Ella Adkins, night op- 
erator. If nothing else comes of her little 
rest, she will at least experience the 
novelty of sleeping at night. Come to 
think of it though, 
we remember one 
day last week when 
she and Helen Hav- 
lena came tripping 
in at the wee hours 
of the morning 
after a trip to Lin- 
coln. It’s a funny 
thing about that 
story; it seems that 
there is no bus or 
train from Lincoln 
to David City in the 
morning. Maybe 
they took the long 
way around. How 
about it, gals? ... 
Vern Campbell, area 
manager, is another 
“just returned from 
my vacation’’. Poor 
Mr. “C’’, he seems 


Neva C. Cameron, 
operator at Har- 
vard, takes a mo- 
ment to relax, in 
slacks. 


to have gotten ‘roped in’”’ during his two 
weeks. He reports that he tore down and 
rebuilt a barn, and to our way of thinking 
that is no job for anyone but a Tarzan. 
However, from the lack of groans we as- 
sume that he had a pretty nice time after 
all.... Andy Holt, janitor, has taken on a 
new job, as you can tell by the title. The 
regular janitor took his vacation and our 
own Mr. Holt gladly assumed the position. 
Just a home-worker at heart, aren’t you 
Andy? ... When stairs need a new coat 
of paint, and the stairs are the only access 
to a second story, how do you paint them. 
Answer? Simple, you paint every other 
step the first time and the rest the second. 
At least that’s the way we had it doped 
out. We didn’t count on having a girl who 
was crazy over the color green. As the 
stairs were adorned in that brilliant hue, 
she just couldn’t resist putting her little 
tootsies in it. However, even with that it 
is a pretty good average. 


Nebraska City 


To start things off this month, our chief 
operator, Lillian Bader, is on her vacation 
and has deserted our fair town for that of 
St. Louis, Missouri. However, that’s what 
vacations are for, and seeings how she has 


a brother living there, it’s okay. ... Our’ 


other vacationer here is Maxine McIntire 
and she is really here for she says she 
isn’t going to budge during her whole two 
weeks. ... At this time we'd like to throw 
out the welcome mat to two little new- 
comers. They are Lillian Baker and Betty 
Balfour. Nadine Borland and Maxine 
Meyer are putting them through their 
paces. ... Florence Gess resigned recently 
and we will certainly miss that sweet voice 
and sunny disposition. Lots of luck and 
happiness in whatever you do, Florence. 

. Mary McKenzie has been sporting a 
wide grin the past few days. It so happens 
that her brother from the Navy spent a 
few days with her before returning to 
Bremerton, Washington. Continuing with 
news of those in the ranks of “Uncle Sam”, 
Alice Buel’s brother Sam, a Technical 
Sgt. in the Marines, is here on a leave. 


In fact our office is really blooming with ° 


brothers in the armed forces. Virginia 
Richards is expecting her ‘Navy Blue” 
brother soon. . .. Here is a last minute 
flash on Virginia. She informs us that she 
spent the weekend of July 8 in Syracuse 
visiting Katherine Tonsing. . . . Nadine 
Borland spent the weekend of July 22 
visiting Joyce Moore at Peru College, 
Peru. . .. We see there is another vaca- 
tioner on our list here. She is Doris Bray, 
and Doris claims she is going to Minnesota 
and have ‘a high old time”... . Alverda 
Yearsley tells us she is leaving us soon. 
At present there are no definite plans, 
but we certainly wish you lots of luck 
in whatever you do, Alverda 


Plattsmouth 


Let’s see what we can dig up in the way 
of news this month. First of all, lets start 
out with the vacationers. W. L. Eckles. 
our area manager, has just returned to 
work after being home some time on the 
sick list. Come to think of it, that wasn’t 
his vacation after all. Let’s hope when it 
does come that he won't have to spend it 
in bed. Feel better now, Mr. “E’’? -_ 
Ah, here is a real vacationer Bob Humis- 
ton, together with his family, spent his 
two weeks in Kansas visiting their respec- 
tive parents Bob really put in a useful 
vacation as he helped with the harvesting. 
Maybe that accounts for all the groans 
and creaks we're hearing around here. .. . 
Pearl Sutton vacationed recently, dividing 
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her time between the cities of Nehawka 
and Omaha. Seems her object was to 
spend a little time with some friends. Have 
a nice time, Pearl? ... And last but not 
least we have Ruth Koukal who recently 
returned to work after spending her time 
at Beaver City. I'll bet she really had a 
time as she took her small grandson with 
her. I won’t say what small grandsons are 
like, but if they’re anything like small 
nephews, they’re really a handful. 

We have a new face to brighten up our 
office these days. It is very attractive and 
belongs to Peggy Highfield. Lets make 
that figure two instead of one. Another 
equally attractive little Miss is Betty Jas- 
per. Welcome, gals. 


Rising City 
Marian VanMatre, operator at Rising 
City, almost missed the fourth of July 
celebrations. On the fifth she had her ap- 
pendix removed. Can’t say you haven’t 
missed anything in your life, can you 
Marian? 
Seward 


Let’s look around and see if we can spot 
anything new in the commercial depart- 
ment. Well, there is a vacant chair, and 
a new face. Genevieve Sandusky is owner 
of the new face and she is taking the 
place of Laura Douty, who is on vacation. 
That accounts for the vacant chair. Laura 
reports that she is visiting in Colorado 
with a brother and some friends. “‘Having 
wonderful time’’, too, I betcha. . . . Ban- 
anas certainly have an attraction in this 
town. Or is that true anywhere? Anyway, 
our chief operator, Lydia Kriegshauser, 
seems to have gotton wind first of a re- 
cent shipment and when she showed up 
with her armload, Chris Haberman de- 
manded to know where she found those. 
He really made time getting to that store, 
but to end his story sadly, they were all 
out! While we’re on the subject of Mr. 
“Ht”, he says he is quite willing to give 
away the secrets of his most famous dish. 
Guess it really is something, for two of 
the girls who tried it vouched for it. Then 
they added in an undertone that it had to 
be good, it stayed by you so long. You've 
guessed it, the main item consist of 
onions. . . . We don’t like to put in sad 
news, but maybe there are some who 
don’t know that Al Ager is now confined 
to the hospital. He is in Lincoln, and from 
all reports is on the road to recovery. 
Hurry and get well, Al, as we all miss 
you. ... We've had to say good-by to one 
of our favorite girls in the traffic depart- 
ment. She is Evelyn Waite, who left us 
to take up her new duties in the Lincoln 
traffic department. Lots of luck, Evie. 


Syracuse 


We wish to welcome two new students 
to our midst. They are Darlene Johannes 
and Betty June Brock. We know they'll 
get along fine. . . . Susie Frye, a former 
operator, visited us last Friday afternoon 
and gave us the low down on her work. 
She is now employed at the Grand Island 
Air Base. We might add that she did not 
give away any military secrets. .. . Kath- 
eryn France has finished her toll train- 
ing and is now a full fledged operator. .. - 
We're sorry to lose Margery Wenninghoff, 
who has been with us for two years. 
She resigned on July 1. 


Wahoo 
I wonder how many of you have an 
urge for a jeep. I know I have. Well, E. L. 
Dorland, remember him, he’s the area 
manager, had such an urge that he went 
out and dug himself up one. He tells us 


that when he went on his vacation re- 
cently he drove it down to Kansas. He 
Says you really feel insignificant while on 
the highway with all those mountain-size 
cars and trucks passing you. I’ll bet some 
of those people are still wondering what 
that funny object was that they left in 
the dust. He tells us that he helped pitch 
wheat while in Goodland, Kansas. Able 
to straighten up yet, Mr. “D?” ... We 
know we’re not in California, but we all 
thought we were having an earthquake 
the other day. Upon investigation though, 
it proved to be Dorothy Vant. She laugh- 
ingly tells us that she merely fell down 
the office steps. She admits too, that the 
building probably shook. . . Ethel Da- 
harsh had a fall the other day too, but 
her’s happened outside the _ postoffice. 
She isn’t feeling any too well about it 
though and she has reason for she hurt 
her ankle quite badly. Is it okay now, 
Ethel? ... We have a new diamond bearer 
around our office these days. She is Elaine 
Patzloff, and needless to say, she is very 
happy about the whole thing, and who 
wouldn’t be? Her “one and only” left 
July 21 for the army, so she is a little 
blue on that count, but the diamond helps 
out, doesn’t it? .. . Edna Calvin has been 
on her vacation and when queried about 
her whereabouts she tells us that her time 
Was spent between home and Kansas City. 
. . . We wish to welcome a new little stu- 
dent into our midst. She is Leone Lind 
(Isn’t that a pretty name?) and we wish 
her all the luck in the world. 


Weeping Water 


There are just two little items this 
month. Bob Gray, our manager, has been 
absent recently. He didn’t roam far though, 
as he says he spent his vacation right at 
home. Bet he had a grand time, too... . 
Olga Pehrson started her vacation on July 
3 and she, like everyone else, divided her 
time between cities. The cities in this case 
were Lincoln and Omaha. She tells us that 
she had a grand time. 


General Offices 


Ramona Francis, Associate Editor 


We practically held the presses this 
month so we could get in this bit of in- 
formation about your former associate 
editor, Christine Hubbell. A letter received 
the other day shows us that she is located 
in Denver, and seems to be very content 
with the whole set-up. She states quote 
The climate is ideal. I hope you are not 
Sweltering too much under the Nebraska 
heat unquote. She must not remember Ne- 
braska very well as our poor memories 
can’t remember one really hot day yet. 
To continue, and to conclude, Mrs. “H” 
received her last issue of the “News” and 
thought it was super, for which we thank 
her very much. We know all of you miss 
her, and we’ll give you a “hello” for her. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 


The column this month is going to be 
Short and snappy for a number of peason: 
The main one being that there just “ain't 
no news”. And then there’s always_ the 
other excuse that yours truly just didn't 
have the time. . . . We don’t know if i 
was the fault of the printer or if our ill- 
ustrious editor of the ‘‘“News’’ just Goésh , 
know that comptometer is spelled with hes 
“pb” and not without, as written in [his 
column last month. All we Know 15 that 
We got razzed plenty, and right now we i 
reinstating ourselves and passing the lve 
to someone else. Guess Who? - - - gentes 
knew we had such a modest boss ee 
Just recently. Mr. Devoe won third fligh 


in the city golf tournament 
but nary a word of boasting 
did we hear. Course we all 
wondered. why he _ hasn’t 
been able to get his hat on 
lately. ... Here we go with 
vacations again. Mary Ann 
Speck (nee Peterson) spent 
her vacation in Huntington, 
Pennsylvania with her hus- 
band, getting acquainted 
with her new in-laws, doing 
some fishing, swimming and 
dancing, and just generally 
having herself a good time. 
Helen Pickard is spending 
her vacation in the windy 
city of Chicago. Frances 
Koontz from the Engineer- 
ing Department is planning 
to spend her vacation at 
home, but may change her 
mind and go to Denver for 
a few days. Denver must be 
the ideal vacation spot this 
year. Lois Penton spent her 
vacation there, and Alvina 
Miller also saw the sights of 
the city on her vacation. 
Catherine Daughterty spent 
her vacation loafing around 
home and reports that she 
enjoyed the rest and relaxa- 
tion. Dorothy Johnson is 
spending her vacation 
working around on the farm. She seemed 
all enthusiastic about it before she 
left. We wonder how she will feel 
about it when she comes back. This is 
against our better judgement because he 
said that he didn’t want his name In the 
“News” and that if we put it there we 
would rue the day, but for want of any 
better and more exciting news we had 
better tell you that Bob Ross spent a week 
of his vacation in San Antonio, Texas. He 
said that despite the hot weather he had a 
wonderful time, and we can believe that. 
Vera Pierce spent her vacation in Glen- 
wood, Iowa, visiting relatives and friends 
and said that she had a swell time. ve 
This month we welcome to our office 
force three new girls, Marian Wiederspan, 
Dorothe Kolb, and Ruth Johnson. 

While strolling down the street one day, 
we chanced to see a swarm of bees swarm- 
ing. Such a sight to see. And standing 
there watching the sight with avid in- 
terest was Mr. Spohn. Thought we to our- 
selves, “Now if you want to find | out 
what’s cooking, just ask Mr. Spohn. So 
up we trots to the aformentioned Mr. 
Spohn and asked for an explanation and 
although he didn't know how the bees 
had got there, he did know how to get 
them away from there. And so he pro- 
ceeded to explain the process of getting 
rid of them. Thought we to oursleves, 
“There’s a brilliant mind, it’s the most 
logical thing to do.” And so we proceeded 
to proceed on our way. Later, upon re- 
turning to the scene of the swarming bees, 
what should we chance to see but the very 
process that Mr. Spohn had enlightened us 
with. And so the bees were got rid of. 
Wasn't that a honey of a story? , 
Playing baseball on the girls baseball 
team isn‘t all its cracked up to be. At 
least that’s the impression Irene Siefert 
gives us. Seems that while practicing for 
one of their games, she sprained her 
thumb, but being the good little trouper 
that she is, she managed to play two 
innings of the game anyway... . Never 
can tell who the love bug is going to bite 
next in our department. Last month we 
had two marriages and this month we 
o engagements. The very happy, 
happy girls are Phyllis Glock and Norma 
Sitzman. We don’t use lights around here 
any more because with the gals shining 
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Lyman Neff, popular custodian at Lincoln, claims he 
hadn‘t dozed off; he savs he just closed his eyes for a 
moment so he could think better. 


faces, everything is bright enough. In fact, 
we’re practically blinded! 


Construction Department 


Ila Wyider, Associate Editor 


Quite a few Consiruction Department 
folks chose the month of July to vacation. 
Herman Studier and R. E. Hibbert were 
gone the first of the month. W. F. Combs 
and crew also chose this time. George 
Hansen’s boys took the two weeks from 
July 10 to 24 to ‘“‘stay home and rest’. At 
the present time Verne Simpson of the 
Lincoln crew and E. T. Little of Foreman 
Eichenour’s gang are on vacation. W. P. 
Conn is taking a few days off to visit with 
a relative who has just returned from 
active duty overseas. . . . Word has been 
received that Tom Hedges, formerly a 
truck driver on George Hansen’s truck 
and now stationed with the Signal Corps 
in England, is a proud father. His son, 
named Thomas Lee, was born on July 
4. Congratulations, Tom, hope you come 
home to see him real soon. .. . Sev- 
eral of the construction boys are now in 
France with the invasion forces. The most 
recent one we've heard from is George 
Wasson. Word from ‘Les’ Hansen indicates 
that he has been very busy flying over 
France and Germany. He now has enough 
missions and credits to qualify for an Air 
Medal. ... E. Eichenour and J. M. Hob- 
son’s crews are now working on the Waco 
farm lines. . . . George Hansen’s gang is 
busy spinning cable at Polk. ...G. A. 
Foster’s crew can just about qualify as 
“Old Settlers’”’ at Fairbury, as can Harry 
Moss’ boys at York. ... W. F. Combs is 
working on a housing area at Hastings. 


Supply Department 


Verda Ashford, Assoc.ate Editor 


Those taking vacations for the month 
of July include F. M. Strasser, who is 
spending his time in the western part 
of Kansas helping out in the war effort 
in the wheat fields. . . . Charles Hansen 
took his vacation from July 13 to 26, 
whiling away the hours in Boulder, Colo- 
rado visiting relatives and the rest at 
home .. . Darlene Healey vacationed in 
Denver, and other points of interest 
around Denver, such as Look-Out Moun- 
tain and Evergreen. ... Florence Tatman 
sent her girls off to camp. She thought it 
would be a good opportunity to visit 


friends in Denver on the weekend. Return- 
ing home she found her girls there 
having been flooded out at camp. .-.- - 
Mary Ann Ernst left July 25 for a three- 
day youth conference at Beatrice. ae te 
Ann Pavel spent the weekend of July 23 
on her parents farm near Bee shocking 
oats. ... A. K. Robinson spent his vaca- 
tion in Crete fishing... . W. C. Maxifield 
stayed at home during his vacation. "eae 
H. G. Shilling visited relatives in York 
and Omaha... . Oscar Lewis went on a 
fishing trip near Milford. .. . Our ware- 
house and supply department really has 
been having the “armed forces” visitors 
this month. Allen Behm, a Cadet in a 
flying school in Virginia, dropped in to 
see us as did Sgt. Don Rutledge, now 
stationed at Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky. 
Lt. Chauncey Barney stopped to chat 
awhile, also, before leaving for a new as- 
signment. . . . Capt. Tom E. Huddleston 
recently returned from Italy where he 
was stationed two years with the Engin- 
eers at General Headquarters in Naples. 
At the present writing he has returned to 
a new assignment in Washington. . 
Raymond Hansen, son of our Construction 
Department’s George Hansen, was home 
in leave recently from Texas. On July 3 
he came and made the rounds, getting 
to see all his ‘“‘old cronies.” ... Word has 
been received that Don “Jake” Cun- 
ningham has been promoted to Major 
somewhere in France. . . Wesley Haas 
has been reported improving nicely from 
his recent illness... . E. T. Westerhoff, 
formerly of the supply department has 
been transferred to the local commercial 
office. We’ll miss you Wes. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


Betty Roeder, Associate Editor 


Genevieve Cox spent her two weeks’ 
vacation at her home in Sterling. Her 
boy friend was also home on leave so 
her vacation was really complete. She 
claims they went fishing but didn’t say 
how many minnows they caught. Fishing, 
huh, we wonder!... Mrs. Anderson spent 
her vacation at home resting up but was 
ready to come back to work at the end of 
the two weeks. . . . Oscar Wohlberg spent 
his vacation during July, too. South Bend 
is always the ideal spot for his vacation 
dreams to come true. However, Oscar has 
a large garden this year so maybe he 
played supervisor and made his wife the 
worker. . . . Mary Ann Hedstrom spent 
her vacation visiting her sister in Alliance. 
She also spent a couple days in the 
Black Hills. . . . Ruth Clark went to 
Kearney for a few days to visit her boy- 
friend. The girls in the office had a big 
surprise for her when she came _ back, 
which turned out to be sort of a “kitchen 
shower’. Was Ruthie confused... . Marie 
Stockton too a brief vacation to journey 
to Oklahoma with her husband. A great 
time was had by those two—especially in 
Kansas City. . Lorraine Wolf took a 
leave of absence to go to Seattle, Wash- 
ington with her husband. . . . A letter 
from Lloyd Cleveland to Marge Whiting 
this month informed us that he is in the 
heart of Africa. He explained with glee 
that he’s bringing back the dumbest 
black boy in Africa to replace Mr. Gor- 
man. We all think that’s a splendid idea 
but then what will we do with A. B.? 
We’re sure Africa won't take him. ; 
Capt. Howard Spahnle was in to pay his 
respects while home on his last. leave. 
Those “railroad tracks” look mighty good 
on Howard’s shoulders. . . . Sgt. Bill 
Quinn was another welcome visitor dur- 
ing his brief furlough this month. He is 
stationed at Gainsville, Texas. . . . Gene- 
vieve Cox received word from Wilma Mc- 
Intire of her recent promotion to S/Ser- 
geant. Congratulations, Wilma! . . . An- 
other member, E. T. Westerhoff, has been 


added to our office force. Mr. Westerhoff 
worked in the supply department at the 
Warehouse so telephone business is noth- 
ing new to him. Welcome to our office, 
E. T. .. . Genevieve Cox has left our 
office to replace Ramona Francis in Mr. 
McKinzie’s office. We'll miss you, Gen. 
_. . Gertrude Merriman has been attend- 
ing evening classes and upon investigating 
we found that Gertrude is learning to 
fly (an airplane). When you secure your 
license, Gertrude, we're all expecting a 
plane ride. . . . The story that really takes 
the cake this month is the one about 
Marie Stockton’s chickens. It seems six 
live, cackling chickens were delivered to 
Marie’s apartment but the landlady re- 
fused to house them for some unknown 
reason. After worrying and _ sweating 
around all day, Marie finally found some 
one to kill all six chickens for a small 
fee. We’ve heard of people having cats 
and dogs for house pets, but six chickens 
is certainly something again. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Those taking vacations during the month 
of July include M. N. Green who spent his 
vacation from July 9 to 23, staying at 


home. ...L. C. Hutchison spent his two 
weeks of vacation working on a farm in 
Randall, Kansas... . L. G. Saunders took 


a week of vacation just staying at home 
trying to get a good sun tan and plenty of 
rest. ...H.S. Knudson spent the entire 
two weeks of his vacation from July 9 to 
23 painting his house. ... The Main Office 
Switchroom employees recently discovered 
that a genuine “William Tell’ was working 
with them. The skilled bowman is none 
other than Howard C. Smith (the “C”’ is 
for ‘‘Cupid’’). Howard uses a mule oil to 
toughen his fingers, thus protecting them 
from that speeding arrow as it starts on 
its way from a 40-pound pull. We under- 
stand that it is easy for him to hit the 
bull’s eye on a milk bottle cap at 40 yards. 
What no apples? While on vacation How- 
ard kept busy tearing radios all apart and 
putting them back together and he says 
that some day he will have a big shop of 
his own. .. . After a pleasant vacation, 
Micheal Scanlon is out assisting the boys 
at ‘3’ Office which is not so pleasant. 
“Mike”’ spent a few days of his vacation 
at the Columbus horse races and was very 
lucky — he came out even....C. E. Harp 
spent a very enjoyable vacation in Nogales, 
Arizona, visiting his mother and sister, ac- 
companied by his son, Dale. ‘‘Chet’’ drove 
a car as far as El Paso, Texas, for a party, 
and from there they took the train to 
Nogales. He says, ‘‘Traveling was a mess.” 
But from the cards received from him in 
Nogales Senora, Mexico, it would seem 
something more than traveling was about 
to be a mess. When questioned about this 
“Chet” only shakes his head and says, 
“Boy, what a brew those Mexicans do cook 
up.” ... Mr. Cummings received a long 
distance call the other week from Mayor 
Kelly of Chicago, asking him to aid the 
city in getting rid of a public nuisance. 
The Mayor was having trouble with a Lin- 
coln vacationist, Dick Reed, and knowing 
that Dick is quite a debator, the public 
thought there would be too much con- 
fusion if the Democrats happened to open 
their convention a few days early. So 
while the Democrats poured into the city, 
Dick was quietly ushered out. On one of 
his visits to the zoo, Dick said he happened 
to see the Foreman sisters and has a pic- 
ture to prove it. ... Others to take their 
vacations in July doing nothing but eat- 
ing, sleeping, and wishing there was some- 
place to go were: George Albury, Paul 
Guelker, Carl Keester, and George Mann. 
_..V.B. Hutchison is back in civilian life 
after his siege in the hospital, but it will 
be some time before he will be able to 
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resume his work. ...S. J. Dennis under- 
went an operation July 22 at the Veteran’s 
Hospital, and the latest report is that he is 
getting along nicely. ... We have quite. 
a genius in the Switchroom — ‘‘Thomas 
Edison’”’ Cummings. He has been sitting 
up night after night trying to figure some- 
thing to invent. He combined some of his 
ideas and ended up with a nifty creation 
of a hat and paraded around the Switch- 
room with it on — that is — until someone 
said “Hello, Mrs. Cummings!’’ Now he has 
to start all over again. So if anyone has 
something they want invented — Don’t de- 
lay! See “Eddie” today! ... Then we have 
that farmer ‘‘Herb” Jenkins who recently 
traveled all over southeastern Nebraska in 
hot pursuit of a combine. Finally in Falls 
City he caught scent of a ‘‘darn good com- 
bine” and while about 20 other farmers 
were off their guard — ‘‘Herb”’ sneaked in 
and snatched the combine right out from 
under their noses. How “Herb” can ac- 
complish such major feats as this and 
without any broken bones — it’s just un- 
canny.... Harry White motored to Scan- 
dia, Kansas one weekend to see his mother. 
. Mrs. D. S. McCloskey and daughter, 
Lois Ann, returned to Washington, D. C. 
after visiting at the Frank Tefft home. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Georgia Finn‘gan, Associate Editor 


We don’t know why we are doing this, 
but due to the manpower shortage, we 
agreed to help out for now and we hope 
everyone will bear with us. ... There are 
two topics of conversation in the Traffic 
Department — vacations and appendec- 
tomies. We will report on the operations 
first since they are not quite as common 
as the vacation routine and who doesn’t 
like to talk about operations? Marilyn Rob- 
ertson, toll operator, led the parade and 
following her very quickly came Elna 
Robertson, toll operator. Not to be out- 
done by anyone Berniece Smith, chief op- 
erator, hied herself away to the hospital 
for a complete overhauling and a much 
needed rest. All of our patients are fully 
recovered now and we hope they will 


be back soon. . .. Louise Porter is acting 
chief operator during Miss Smith’s absence 
and filling the position nobly. . . . Esther 


Michel, toll operator, is back at work 
after having a ‘slight case of mumps”. In 
our opinion, Slight or extreme cases, 
mumps is mumps”. . .. Returning from 
vacation are Dorothy Nelson, toll super- 
visor, Ruth Phelan, Helen Mohler, Sylvia 
Wiley and Irma Paulson, toll operators. 
- . Mamie Hokla, desk operator, is vaca- 
tioning in Arkansas City, Kansas and Beth 
Shoenholz, another desk operator, says she 
will spend her time in and near Fairbury, 
her home town. . . . Zeta Thomas, infor- 
mation supervisor, had reservations for 
somewhere but it seems her destination 
is unknown. . . . Caroline Ronhovde, toll 
instructress, and Elna Robertson are on 
vacation. We'll try and get the low-down 
on where and when after they return. . 
Esther Borchers was granted a leave of 
absence to care for her mother who is 
seriously ill at Kenesaw. . . . Our deepest 
Sympathy goes to Vera Burham, toll op- 
erator, who was notified that her brother 
had been killed in action in France on 
July 13... . Mildred With, assistant chief 
operator, while on vacation just stayed 
around home but she really improved her 
time, for she returned to work with a new 
diamond and the announcement that she 
would be leaving us soon to take up her 
new duties. Much happiness, Mildred! ..- - 
Our training schedule still goes on and on. 
Miss Markuson, Clarabelle Schroll and 
Lauretta Rowley from General Traffic 
have been in the operating room assisting 
with toll training. . . . Velma Baade is a 
student desk operator and Leata Smelser 
IS receiving supervisory training. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Myron Birdsley is spending his vacation 
at home. . Vera Clark journeyed to 
Beatrice, Hastings, and Sioux City during 
her vacation. . .. Vivian Milam has taken 
up the duties of commercial clerk replac- 
ing Lonnie Davis who resigned recently to 
take the name of Mrs. Joel Hull. The 
couple are making their home in Hastings. 


Beatrice 


Between the harvest, thunderstorms, and 
hunting news items, the months roll around 
and there is always a bit of news For in- 
stance, Vera Clark of Auburn came to visit 
Norma Tachovsky and dropped her over- 
night bag, spilling an assortment of con- 
tents, right in front of the telephone 
building. Embarrassing, isn’t it Vera? ... 
Vacations still take a first line with Hedwig 
Elmshaeuser spending her time at home 
and in Lincoln. . . . Norma Jean Gilham 
took time out to have those mean tonsils 
removed. ... Marion Walker spent a few 
days of her vacation with her parents in 
Council Bluffs. . . . We’re sorry to report 
that Phyllis Seckman is ill at her home 
in Tecumseh, and that Evelyn Allen sub- 
mitted to a major operation. Hope to see 
you both back with us soon. ... While we 
Say hello to Irma Keefover, Georgia Triggs, 
Phyllis Weigel and Ruth Morris, we must 
say good-bye to Mary Lee and Ellen 
Wrightsman. Mary’s plans are unknown 
but Mrs. Wrightsman reports she is trans- 
ferring to Geneva. ... WAVE Ruth Nieman 
spent several days with her aunt, Louise 
Schmidt, in route to San Diego where she 
will be stationed. . . . Mary Murray spent 
July 23 in Odell attending a family reunion 
in honor of Lt. Donald Murray... . Sgt. 
Robert Schouborg was a Beatrice office 
visitor July 12. Bob, a former Beatrice 
employee, stationed at Camp Crowder, 
Missouri, has been spending his furlough 
with his parents in Beatrice... . Lloyd 
Jenkins and Guy Seaton were Beatrice 
callers July 11. They showed timely pic- 
tures on Safety First and the work of the 
American Red Cross. . Welton Grant 
spent his vacation visiting friends and 
relatives in Lincoln, while Bob Schouborg 
vacationed at home just taking things easy. 
... Frank Walters spent most of his vaca- 
tion down on his farm near Crab Orchard. 


Cook 
Mary Estes started her vacation July 3 
and will spend it at home... . Ida Town- 


send visited her daughter at Peru on 
July 2. 


Fairbury 


Norma Tachovsky of Beatrice, and a 
former operator at Fairbury, visited friends 
here the weekend of July 8... . Vacations 
are still going strong with Pearl Bishop, 
chief operator, traveling to Denver and 
Cheyenne. . . . Eileen Aubert spent three 
days of her vacation in Lincoln and the 
rest of it at home. . . . Mandane Ried has 
returned to work after spending a pleasant 
vacation at home... . Gerald Caley spent 
his vacation in Dalphos, Kansas harvesting. 
- . . We welcome Dolores Hendricks as 
Clerk in the Fairbury office taking the 
Place of Thelma Stych, who has resigned. 


Friend 


Dorothea Heckman is spending her two 
weeks vacation at home. 


Humboldt 
Vacations are always too short. So says 
Emma Lee King, who spent her vacation 
In Kansas City, Missouri. . Catherine 
Gillan, our chief operator, is enjoying her 
vacation at home. E. J. Flowerday 
and family were visitors at Seward on 


July 15. . .. Hazel Armstrong, operator at 
Auburn, visited our office June 29. 


Steinauer 


Mrs. Divis and family visited friends 
and relatives in Wahoo and Colon... . 
Gladys Neugebauer spent June 29 in Be- 
atrice. ... Patty Schultz returned to work 
after spending her two weeks vacation in 
Fairbury. 


Sterling 
Those visiting in Lincoln this month 


were Helen Wehmer, Ruth Probst, and 
Barbara Ann Benson. 


Table Rock 
Elsie Wenzbauer is back with us after 
having a seige with the mumps... . Our 


Chief Operator, Mrs. Freeman, left on her 
vacation before we were able to find out 
where she was spending it. Further details 
next time. 


Tecumseh 


Josephine Conradt spent the week end of 
June 24 in Marysville and Summerfield, 
Kansas. ... Vacations for Jack Fowler and 
Goldie Thompson are over for this year. 
. . . Lt. Wayne Meshier, son of our Area 
Manager, visited in Tecumseh enroute to 
his new post on Oregon. On July 17 
Dorothy June Miller and Lt. Meshier were 
united in marriage at the Presbyterian 
Church in Tecumseh. The best of luck, 
kids. . . . Joan Lempka became the bride 
of Aviation Metalsmith Lee Koons on June 
296. We extend our congratulations to the 
couple. Joan returned to work July 17 
after a leave of absence. 


Wilber 


Lumir Vosika spent his vacation at home. 
_,. Anna Aden is spending her two weeks 
vacation at her home and with her sister 
in Omaha. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Exeter 


Margie Grewell, chief operator, spent a 
week of her vacation in July visiting in 
Lincoln and Dorchester. 


Geneva 


It seems Bill Minich has shirked his 
duties as a patriotic citizen and it almost 
landed him in jail The time flies just too 
fast and come July 1, Bill had still not 
purchased his Motor Vehicle Stamp. He 
went out to his car one noon to find a 
small piece of paper attached to the wind- 
shield. He thought sure he was going to 
be called up on the carpet but there was 
really nothing to it — only $5. ... The fe- 
male employees enjoyed a picnic supper at 
the City Park July 14 in honor of Mae 
Messman who is moving to Great Falls, 
Montana. There was everything to eat 
from fried chicken to watermelon. Francis 
Bobbitt and Muriel Pearson, former op- 
erators, were our guests. It seems the girls 
just couldn’t take the ball game from all 
the moans and groans that were heard the 
next day. . Hats off to our farmer- 
ettes, Dorothy Connors and Phyllis Otte 
who did their bit on the farm during har- 
vesting. . . . Adelaide Bishop resigned her 
position as operator on July 11 due to ill- 
ness. ... It seems the swimming pool is 
quite a popular place this summer even at 
midnight. How about it, girls? .. . Marine 
Watson is our new operator this month. 
_, , Evelyn Brower spent her vacation in 
Omaha and Geneva while Eileen Ostdiek 
and Erma Dixon spent theirs at home.. ... 
Ww. R. Minich spent one week of his vaca- 
tion catching up on sleep. . . . Winona 
Bobbitt is spending a most pleasant two 


weeks in Colorado. 
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Cpl. Herb E. Velte, former directory sales- 
man, as he looks in uniform. He is located 
at Camp Kohler, California and recently 
completed his training in the Construction 
division of the Signal Corps. He is an- 
ticipating an A. P. O. assignment. 


Hastings 


Jim Dudgeon really has a reason for 
that worried look on his face, what with 
having to be out of his house by August 
1 and no place to go. Anybody having 
available living quarters of any size, shape, 
or description please notify Jim at once. 
. . . While Jim looks on with envy, “Bee’”’ 
Rohrer is enjoying very much her new 
house. The rest of us like it too now that 
the proper house-warming procedure has 
been conducted. We thought she’d never’ 
take us up on it! ... Marie Brewer claims 
those two silver bars dangling from her 
charm bracelet are merely another charm, 
but we wonder! Nice charm in a B-29 
and green convertible! ... Anybody hav- 
ing any old junk notify J. W. Dudgeon. 
His motto is, “You give it, I sell it.”” He’s 
still bragging about the profit he made at 
his auction sale. Jim says, ‘‘Who, me?” 
. . . Already having vacationed are Betty 
Hager of the District Office, who spent a 
week at her home in Sutton where her 
uncle from Ohio was visiting, and Mary 
Ann Swanson of the local commercial 
office. She says she didn’t do much only 
stay home, but somehow or another a cer- 
tain Marine seems to have taken up most 
of her vacation. Sounds interesting, Mary! 
. . . Jack Mason took his vacation the 
latter part of July and spent the time at 
home. ... We wish to welcome Waldene 
Valentine who is a new employee in the 
plant department. 


Hebron 


Lt. and Mrs. Erwin Uphoff of Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina visited our office re- 
cently while they were home on leave. 
Mrs. Uphoff is the former Mildred Fer- 
guson, who was an operator at this ex- 
change. . .. F. E. Behm, general plant 
superintendent, and P. A. Schmeltzer, con- 
struction superintendent, were recent vis- 


itors at the Hebron Exchange... . E. H. 
Wellman is spending his vacation with his 
parents in Estes Park, Colorado. ... Regina 


Bethscheider spent her vacation at home 
while Ruth Rittenhouse visited friends at 
Fairbury and Lincoln during her vacation. 
Carleen Bartling is spending her vacation 
in Albany, New York... . Charlotte Lesh- 
er, a former operator at this exchange, 
has returned to our switchboard again. 
Welcome back, Charlotte. 


Osceola 


Ann Seymour spent some time in the 
Osceloa Area during July, being in Osce- 
ola and Shelby the week of July 10 and the 
following week in Stromsburg and Polk 
... Wm. Mouden returned to work July 17 


after a week’s vacation. Bill had a “‘patri- 
otic’’ vacation, spending his time in the 
harvest fields near Nebraska City. 

Maxine Herbes enjoyed a week of her va- 
cation the middle of July and spent the 


time at home. ... We enjoyed a brief visit - 


with Mrs. Arnold Alberding and small 
daughter of Lincoln one day during July. 
Mrs. Alberding is the former Lela Dalton 
who lived here about eight years ago when 
her father, R. L. Dalton, was local man- 
ager at this exchange. ... Mrs. Vera 
Thompson, former operator, visited friends 
and relatives here during the fore-part of 
July. 


Polk 


Cadet Nurse Arlene Wright of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, the former chief operator- 
cashier at this exchange, called on us dur- 
ing July while spending her summer vaca- 
tion here in Osceola. 


Shickley 


Phyllis Clinitinpo of Brooklyn, New York 
spent some time visiting Mrs. Morgan, 
chief operator-cashier at Shickley. F 
Mrs. Margaret Morgan’s son, Richard, re- 
turned to the Orthopedic Hospital in Lin- 
coln July 9 for treatment. 


Stromsburg 


We wish to extend a welcome to Phyllis 
Carlson, our new relief operator, who be- 
gan work July 1... . Mrs. Fisher spent 
a few days in Lincoln the middle of July. 
She was called there by the illness of her 
sister, who passed away before Mrs. Fish- 
er’s arrival. ... “Smick’’ Williams took a 
week of his vacation the last of July and 
had a good visit with his son, Darrell, who 
is in the Navy and was home on leave. 


Superior 


Frances Harmon has been spending time 
and money at the dentist’s office We 
haven’t seen her try to flash a toothpaste 
smile at anyone as yet... . Eleanor Hensell 
decided to go west to Denver for a visit 
during her vacation. 


Sutton 


Jack Mankamyer spent a week of his va- 
cation at home painting his house... . Iris 
Barbee, cashier, also took her vacation the 
latter part of July and spent the time at 
home. ... The employees of the Sutton 
area enjoyed a picnic July 16 at Heartwell 
park in Hastings. 


York 


Among the many celebrities visiting us 
this month were Miss Seymour, Mr. Young, 
and Mr. Donley.... Mrs. Pflughaupt, chief 
operator, took half of her much needed 
vacation. . . . Misses Arideen Rhoads, Wil- 
helmine Sanmann, Elmira Talbot and Nula 
Peters were still sleeping all day and run- 
ning around all night the last I heard.... 
Elmira Talbot and Eleanor Buller put in 
a hectic weekend at Lincoln recently. 
Those lucky girls! We lost Colette 
Jokerst to Lincoln and they gained a com- 
petent worker. (A quarter, please!) - 
When Wreatha Rystrom got her allowance 
this month she didn’t know what to do 
with all that money. We could have told 
her. ... It came to my ears that “Cub” 
Culbertson and ‘‘Porgy’’ Mehuron get the 
screaming meemies when confronted with 
even a baby garter snake. I'll bet they 
never go fishing with those poor little 
worms. .. . Several new students have 
entered our portais; namely, Marcella 
Walker, Rosella Friesen and Virginia Full- 


er. ... Velma Garlock’s husband was home 
on leave and they took some “yummy” 
pictures. . . . Well, all good things must 


come to an end. This just ends! 


“Happiness Ahead’ 

On July 20, 
Orlene Philippi, 
former operator 
at Hebron, was 
united in mar- 
riage with Pvt. 
Ronald Cornell 
of the U. S&S. 
Army. The wed: 
ding took place 
in the chapel at 
Craig Field, Alabama, with Chap- 
lain Martin A. Morris reading the 
marriage lines of the double ring 
ceremony. Ronald Cornell is the son 
of Mrs: Maude Lindeman, former 
chief operator-cashier at Bruning, 
and is stationed in Alabama. The 
couple will make their home at 


Selma, Alabama. 
e@ @ 


Wedding bells rang out for Lonnie 
Davis, of the Auburn commercial 
department, and Joel Hull of Has- 
tings. The ceremony was performed 
by Rev. Roy Trowbridge at the First 
Methodist Church of Hastings. | 


Loa Jeanne Ireland of Crete and 
Cpl. Jim Baxter of Lincoln, former- 
ly of our construction department, 
exchanged vows at a ceremony per- 
formed at Marysville, Kansas on July 
17. Cpl. Baxter is the son of Jim 
Baxter of the service department, 
and has just returned from active 


duty in Alaska. 
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Pauline Eaton of the Ashland 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Cpl. William Radenslaben on July 
16. The marriage was solemnized by 
the Methodist pastor at Lawton, 
Oklahoma, where the groom is 
stationed. 


Mary Beezley Dies 


EATH came to Mrs. Mary Beez- 
ley, 33, who died from the ef- 
fects of poisoning at her home at 
Syracuse on July 9. She was em- 
ployed as a part time janitress at 


that exchange. 


fit 14 fe-- 


“Journey's End” 


REVEREND ALBERT J. MERZ, 
father of Beata and Martha Merz 
of Seward, passed away on July 
14 at his home in Seward after a 
brief illness. Funeral services were 
held in Seward on July 17 at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church. 


MRS. L. J. WOLLWEILER, mother 
of Mrs. Alma Herzog of the Has- 
tings Commercial Department and 
Mrs. Lucille Stephenson, former 
chief operator at Hastings, passed 
away June 3 at the Mary Lanning 
Hospital in Hastings. Funeral serv- 
ices were held June 6 at the Liv- 
ingston Funeral Home. 


JOHN BROWN, father of Erma 
Brown, chief operator at Sutton, 
passed away July 28 at Sutton. 
Services were conducted by Rev. 
McKeeman at the Kohler Chapel 
and burial was in the Sutton 
Cemetery. 


SOFT BALL 


(Continued From Page 3) 


game against the Air Base competi- 
tion. Russ Rauch, warehouse fore- 
man, is the manager and does some 
fancy snatching of hot ones on third, 
and Ernie Royce, supply; Vic Mus- 
selman, engineering; and Deke 
Simpson, construction, make up the 
balance of the infield at the positions 
of first, second and short stop, re- 
spectively. Fielders are Clem Bot- 
torf, service; John Backstrom, ac- 
counting; Roy  Brendle, — service; 
Bedric Wanek, service; and Bill 
Meese, plant. B. D. Pattison snags 
the fouls back of home plate as 
catcher and Lloyd Jenkins and Frank 
Kuchera are utility players. 


Games are played at municipal 
diamonds south of 23rd and M at 
Lincoln and they are recommended 
as being both interesting and enter- 
taining. Admission is free and Guy 
Seaton guarantees to refund double 
your money if you are not satisfied. 


Half the telephones in the world 
are in the United States and every 24 
hours Americans hold 85 million 
conversations. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


C. H. Liebhart 


Effie Smith 
Tecumseh Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 


Forty Years 


C. H. Liebhart, Lincoln; C. L. Walker, 


Wahoo. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
Dan Higgins, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Six Years 
C. J. Olson, Stromsburg. 
Thirty-Five Years 


Vern Campbell, David City; J. A. 
Dobbs, Lincoln; Chris Haberman, Seward; 
Effie Smith, Tecumseh. 


Thirty-Four Years 
C. G. Headstrom, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
F. W. Walker, Beatrice. 
Thirty Years 
Ernest Wedgwood, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
CW. L. Eckles, Plattsmouth; H. E. Jen- 
kins, W. H. Spurlock, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
W. A. Letellier, Nebraska City; H. C. 
Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
E. L. Martin, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Frank Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Superior; 
Hattie Marquardt, York. 
Twenty-Four Years 


Caroline Iwohn, Clatonia; G. W. Jahn, 


Lincoln. 


Cc. L. Walker 
Lincoln Wahoo 
40 Years ; 40 Years 


E. Wedgwood 


Vern Campbell 
David City 
35 Years 


Frank: Kukat 
Superior 
25 Years 


Twenty-Three Years 


Rose Rankhauser, Humboldt; L. H. 


Pierce, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
Edna Calvin, Wahoo. 
Twenty-One Years 
W. M. Mouden, Osceola. 
Twenty Years 
N. Mae Hunt, Harvard. 
Nineteen Years 


Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 


G. O. Seaton, B. J. Sievers, Lincoln; 
Vey Warren, Beatrice: Ruth M. Koukal, 


Plattsmouth. : 
Seventeen Years 
Elsa Hornbeck, Louisville; L. W. Neff, 
Lincoln; R. C. Shellenbarger, Plattsmouth; 
R. J. Weis, Geneva. 
Sixteen Years 
Mayme Carroll, Shelby; R. J. Connors, 
Nebraska City; C. E. Headstrom, W. R. 
Knee, R. H. Stebbings, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 


Hotilda Eurich, Friend; Louise Schmidt, 


Beatrice. 
Eleven Years 


Wilma Grupe, Beatrice; Clara Van- 
Matre, Rising City. 
Ten Years 


Alice M. Peters, Friend. 
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H. L. Whitney 


J. A. Dobbs Chris Haberman 
Lincoln Seward 
35 Years 35 Years 


; N. Mae Hunt 
Superior Harvard 
25 Years 20 Years 


Nine Years 
Shirley Bradshaw, Fairbury; Della Wil- 
cox, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Viola Carlson, Superior; G. T. Hender- 
son, Military Service; Margaret Holka, 
Ceresco. 
Six Years 
Margaret Micloski, Lincoln. 


"Blessed Events” 

Mr. and Mrs. 
John Spady an- 
nounce the ar- 
rival of a new 
daughter, Chris- 
tina Pauline, 
born on July 25 
at the Mary Lan- 
ning Hospital at 
Hastings. Mr. 
Spady is the area 
commercial manager at Hastings. 

e @ 

M/Sgt. and Mrs. Thomas Hedges 
have announced the arrival of a son. 
Thomas Lee, born on July 4. Before 
his entry into the service M/Set. 
Hedges was a truck driver on George 
Hansen's gang. At present he is 
with the Signal Corps in England. 
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WELL ,Y’SEE 1 WAS THE CATCHER 
UNTIL I GOT SOCKED ON THE HEAD 
WITH BAT AND THEN I PLAYED 
THIRD BASE UNTIL L BUSTED MY 

FINGER AND NOW I'M THE 
LEFT FIELDER | 


THE INQUIRING REPORTER 
GOT THIS ANSWER WHEN 


HE ASKED NORMA ROEDER 
WHAT POSITION SHE 


h ft ; PLRYED ON HE GIRLS“ 
/ | / if SOFTOALL “IEAM . 
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! V WELL, IT FINALLY WHO OWNS AND OPERATES # GAS-SAVING MIDGET GAR | 
7 DROVE DOWN INTO KANSAS FULL OF VIM AND PATRIOTISM 
HAPPENED ~ THE CALAMITY To LEND A HAND AT HARVESTING THE WHEAT CROP. 
WE'VE BEEN EXPECTING WHAT WITH THE LONG, HARD DRIVE AND THE HEAT OF THE 
FOR YEARS - CHARLIE DAY, THE CAR WAS ALMOST READY TO BURST INTO FLAMES 
PEACHMAN SET HIS WHEN HE ARRIVED - -AND THE WHEAT FIELD DID! 


EDDIE ROARED OUT OF KANSAS JUST A FEW RODS AHEAD 
PANTS AFIRE BY PUTTING OF A POSSE OF IRATE FARMERS AND VOLUNTEER FIREMEN . 


HIS LIGHTED PIPE INTO 


HIS HIP POCKET. THERE SEEMS To BE SOME 
THE FIRE WAS A BIT DISAPPOINT?) | eee eR ae AITED 
ING, BEING EXTINGUISHED BEFORE : past aN HOUR FOR e. 
ART SMITH COULD ARRIVE WITH ABANDONED AQUTE ioe 
THE FIRE-FIGHTING APPARATUS . ae ees we al 
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ae 
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. , TOM RAIKES , OF THE LINCOLN 
w-  SERVICE DEPARTMENT, FORGOT 
TO EAT DINNER THE OTHER 
DAY~ AND DIDN’T REALIZE 


He WAS CARRYING HOME 
y fl FULL LUNCH PAIL. 


SKIPPER CLYDE BURGE, 
OF BEATRICE 15 A 
GREAT LOVER OF CORN- 
ON-THE COB AND HAVING 
NONE IN HIS OWN a, 
GARDEN, He WAS Yipee 
OVERJOYED WHEN § <=—=== > 5S 
COMPANY DROPPED IN =< 
BRINGING 5IX EARS WHICH MRS BURGE Lf 
PREPARED FOR SUPPER. CLYDE TOOK THE SMALLEST EAR, 
FIGURING HE COULD POLISH IT OFF IN A GREAT HURRY 


AND GET "SECONDS" BUT HE WAS ENTICED INTO 
TELLING A STORY AND WAS THROWN OFF SCHEDULE 
SO THAT BY THE TIME HE HAD CRUNCHED AROUND 


HIS NUBBIN THE PLATTER WAS BARE . 
IT’S THE PRINCIPLE OF THE THING THAT BOTHERS 
THE SKIPPER . HE THINKS HE WAS "TAKEN FOR A RIDE." 
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fl BULLETIN INFORMED THE DAVID CITY 
OPERATORS BE CAREFUL IN USING THE 
STAIR AS EVERY OTHER STEP WAS FRESHLY 
PRINTED. LATER MANAGER CAMPBELL 
WAS HORRIFIED 10 SCE MERNA STEWART, 
AGSISTANT CHIEF CAREFULLY MOUNTING 
THE SIGS TWO AT A TIME, ACCORDING TO 
INSTRUCTIONS, BUT TREADING ONLY ON THE 
SERS WHICH HAD JUST BEEN PAINTED . 


Wins ne 
DOROTHY VANT RR, 


WHHOO TRAFFIC, “RS 
SUFFERED A SEVERELY «yi 
RUFFLED DIGNITY IN A 
RECENT FALL DO"! THE 
| OFFICE STEPS, (ft 


Above: General scene of festivities snapped during the fried chicken 
dinner which was indeed a “thing of beauty” but definitely not a 
“joy forever’ because it disappeared too quickly. 


Above: The Bingo game was a big success with Master of Ceremonies 

Merle Hale calling the numbers. War stamps were given as prizes 

and tiny Beverly Morehead, (center foreground) daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elmer Morehead, was the winner on one card. 


HEY gathered up 
the debris and tot- 
tering torsos, woke up 
Merle Hale, and every- 
body went home along 
about the witching 
hour following one of 
the most successful and 
hilarious parties ever 
staged in L. T. and T. 
parts. The affair, 
which was attended by 
68 employees from 
Hastings, Lincoln and 
the Geneva Area, was 
held on August 11 at 
Geneva’s beautiful mu- The old victory smile. Chas. Crew, 


- . . the winning captain, seems very 
nicipal park in honor well satisfied with the turn of 


of the Geneva Area, events. 
which under the gen- 
eralship of Area Manager Charles Crew, hung up the 
plaque of victory in the area competition during the 
Fifth War Loan Drive. The Genevaites laid $4,106.25 
across the line in War Bonds which amounted to the 
splendid record of 227% of their quota. 


Below left: The evening was rounded out with a couvle of hours 
St Baek Papliniiglaae PY, an expression on Merle Hale’s face it 
lenin n after 9:30. Seated (left to right) Guy Seaton, 
Mone au Hazel Drummond. Bancing. Evelen Brower, 
Ralph Wait, Bette mam Elsie Sole, Betty Crew, D. C. Wilson, 

, Betty Hager, Chas Crew and Mrs. R. J. Weis. 
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ep peeeomEs He Seer ‘5 ; : ; m . Above: “Doc” Wilson almost stopped the show when he sat down to 
The proceedings hit a temporary snag at the outset watch Ey Ball Game and war fomcdialely eueronnded sun cme 


when “Doc” Wilson of Hastings naively sat down on 4 
park bench to watch a soft ball game. In ho time at all 
he was completely surrounded with women and it was 
with difficulty that the feminine pulchriture was pryed 
loose in order that the important business of disposing of 
a magnificent chicken dinner could be undertaken. 

At this juncture we take off our well worn hat to 
ladies of Chelsea Church who prepared and served t 
sumptuous feast. The tables literally abounded with heap- 
ing platters of country fried chicken and bulging bowls 
of mashed potatoes and chicken gravy. And then, of 
course, there was fresh sweet corn and home grown to- 
matoes with a salad and home baked rolls topped with 
ice cream and cake. All of which had most of the folks 
practically staggering out of the door. 

The hero of the occasion definitely was Charlie Crew Above: The “Crazy Bat’ race with Mayetta Hillgren and Ralph Wait 


participating. Ralph claims he was thoroughly dizzy from whirling 
around the bat but to us he looks perfectly normal. 


Pd w 


who arose with pomp and optimism and gave a speech to 
the accompaniment of a din of dropping silverware, crash- 
ing dishes and occasional bursts of fiendish laughter. In- 
sofar as we know, nobody but the speaker had any idea 
what he was saying but everyone agreed that it was one 
of the best talks they had heard in years. 
The first mistake came immediately after dinner when 
Ralph Wait of Hastings challenged some of the boys, who 
should have known better but who had forgotten that 
time takes its toll, to a jumping contest. Bill Minich 
(Continued on page 9) 


Below—right: Another view of the ‘’Crazy Bat’ contest with 
Marge Crewell and Elsie Sole in the spotlight. 


Below: Was Mrs. Minich’s face red? Her husband, Bill Minich: 
Elmer Morehead; and Lyle Young were covered with a sheet and 
she was supposed to sit on the lap of the shrouded figure she 
thought was her spouse. Even Bill agrees that she made a good 


Below: “Doc” Wilenn «ate st. 4. 
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Two familiar faces came over the hori- 
zon of the Pacific during the month, and 
as it was known that both boys were on 
the way home, unbeknownst to each 
other, it was hoped that they would be 
able to meet while in Lincoln. Bev Ott 
arrived first, on convalescent furlough 
from a general hospital at Topeka, Kan- 
sas. Ken Boshart made his appearance 
a few days later, so the two global travel- 
ers were able to meet and compare experi- 
ences. 


BEV OTT’S route to the theater of op- 
erations was laid through New Zealand, 
New Caledonia and New Hebrides where 
he was stationed for a period of several 
months. His more recent adventures have 
taken place on Guadalcanal, New Georgia 
(Munda) and Bougainville. Although not 
up to his “fightin’ weight,” Bev appears 
to be hale and hearty and with continued 
return of health expects to be released 
from the hospital in the not too distant 
future. 


T/Set. KEN BOSHART, home on 
thirty day furlough, has spent most of his 
sojourn overseas in Australia. He is a 
member of a general hospital unit, work- 
ing with a pencil instead of test tube and 
syringe. Ken insists on clearing his good 
name with the rest of the G.I. world 
by the assertion that he has never punc- 
tured a vein nor rolled a pill. Although 
he has been absent for more than two 
years, Ken presents not the slightest 
change in appearance or in behavior, both 
of which were among his more enviable 
qualities. 


WALT WILLCOXON, S 2/C, who 
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was reported to be in a bit of difficulty 
in last month’s “News” is already across 
the Pacific. A recent V-mail reports his 
safe arrival in New Guinea. 


DARLYNE MUELLER, Lincoln Traf- 
fic department, who recently joined the 
WAC is now at Fort Des Moines in basic 
training. She has requested assignment to 
Overseas service upon completion of her 
present course. 


An address card from Capt. HOWARD 
SPAHNLE shows an APO from Seattle, 
Washington, indicating that Howard has 
been sent to the Northern Pacific area. 
The mystery of the captain’s shopping 
tours, wherein he purchased huge quan- 
tities of ear muffs and red flannels is now 
cleared up. 


An overseas APO number has been as- 
signed to Lt. BILL MORRIS, and the 
long interval since word was last received 
from _ him indicates 
that the journey is un- 
der way. 


M/Set. TOMMY 
HEDGES tells of a 


meeting with T/Set. 


It was indeed a day 
of rejoicing when 
T/Sgt. Ken Boshart re- 
turned after having 
served with a general 
hospital unit ‘’Some- 
where in Australia” 
since June, 1942. Ken 
hails from the  Ac- 
counting Department 
and is pictured here 
receiving a warm wel- 
come from his boss, I. 
J. Devoe. 
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GEORGE WASSON in Normandy. They 
were able to have chow together and to 
go over that part of the war that was 
very much within range of their field of 
vision. Tommy says he is always ready 
and able to sit up for chow, though some- 
times it isn’t worth the effort. 


Pfc. GERALD HENDERSON seems to 
be attracted to the “hot spots” so it isn’t 
at all surprising to find that he is now a 
veteran of the Guam liberation. Gerald’s 
last point of action was in the Bougain- 
ville perimeter, an experience which left 
little to be desired to those who like their 
adventure rough and raw. An innovation 
in warfare, the perimeter at Empress Bay 
was never extended beyond a small toe- 
hold, where the marines sat and waited un- 
til the starved and crazed Japs, whose sup- 
ply lines were cut off, drummed up cour’ 
age to make a suicidal charge against the 
Americans who were prepared and waiting 
for them. Some of the more discreet 
“Sons of Heaven” elected to ‘oo native,” 
and went back into the bush country, the 
wilderness of the interior, where, it is 
said, their heads are now used as a me’ 


dium of exchange by the aborigines of the 
island. 


A letter from T/5 FRANCIS KELLER 
sends regards from Somewhere in France 
and ventures the opinion that “it won't 
be long now.” Francis arrived in Norm- 


‘andy in late June. He has not, as yet, 


seen any other members of the L.T.€&T-., 
but is watching closely as he has heard 
there are some in the immediate vicinity. 


ROY W. NYDEN, a veteran of more 


than two years as a member of a subchaser’s 
crew has been accepted into the air cadets 


and is now in training at the Naval Pre- 
Plight School at Chapel Hill, North Caro- 
lina. Roy carried the rating of coxswain 
(steersman) on the subchaser. 


GEORGE RAMSEY, Lincoln Service 
Department, writes from Gulfport, Missis- 
sippi, that he is on the second week of 
a sixteen weeks’ course in the Naval Quar- 
termaster School. Typical of all Nebraska 
men who have been stationed in Missis’ 
sippi, the terrific heat is the main subject 
of the letter. 


Pvt. MAURICE RICHARDS | has 
moved residence from San Diego to Camp 
Pendleton, at Oceanside, California. He 
is now in the Marine replacement draft 
indicating his early departure for overseas. 


Pfc. MOREANE ALLDRITT, former’ 
ly David City chief operator is now at 


Freeman Field, Seymour, Indiana. She 
moves there from Newport, Arkansas. 


Pvt. JAMES D. GREEN, of the con- 
struction department who entered the serv- 
ice in June is now located at Camp 


Stewart, Georgia. 


We find that Cpl. LAVELLE GILES, 
a Table Rock hometowner has been sta- 
tioned at the Lincoln Army Air Field for 
several weeks. He is a radio gunner on 
a B-17. 


The New York Times, in a copyrighted 
article, has given strong recognition to the 
90th Division, which is T/5 ERVIN 
KLUNDT’S unit. The 90th stormed up 
the beaches of Normandy on June 7 and, 
according to the Times’ articles . . “the 
outfit is so hot that even three members 
of the infantry band received Silver Stars 
for gallantry in action. One buck private 
led a platoon for four days through wild 
combat after the company commander 
and three platoon leaders had been killed. 
. . . He carried on through some of the 
bitterest fighting of the war around St. 
Suzanne until he, too, was wounded. He 
was made a sergeant and has been recom- 
mended for a lieutenancy.” 


Lt. DAN SMITH was able to do a bit 
of visiting while on a six-day leave from 
his post at Camp Forrest, Tennessee... . 
OTTO BUCK, EM 2/C is located at the 
Naval Repair Base at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. A/C PAUL HENSON has moved 


from Ocala, Florida to Gunther Field, Ala- 
bama. ... A/C ALLAN BEHM also has 


an address change now being located at 
Maxwell Field, Alabama, former station of 


FRITZ NOBLE and BILL MORRIS. 


We quote a portion of an interesting 
letter from Pfc. HOWARD STACY, who 
has recently begun training in the para- 
chute infantry. “Our Jumping Chaplain 
will be holding special services for those 
of us who will be making our first jump 
on the following Monday. Out of a class 
of 1,100 there are about 700 left. More 
than 200 dropped out the first week be- 
cause they couldn’t keep up on the runs or 
passed out during the exercises. We 
started out by running 7 minutes and 


Pictured here in a 
bit of native back- 
ground is T/5 Jim 
Baxter, Jr., who is 
a veteran of more 
than two years in 
the Alaskan Thea- 
ter, to which he re- 
turned after spend- 
ing his recent fur- ee 
lough in Lincoln. ; 
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ers. They are 250 foot towers and we are 
to be dropped with an open ‘chute to give 
practice in guiding and controling. We 


walking 2, and by Saturday of last week 
we were running 20 minutes and walking 
2. We covered 10 miles in 1 hour and 2 


minutes. The rest went out when they also learn how to collapse a ‘chute in front 
wouldn't jump from the towers, which of the wind machine. The week after that 
are about 45 feet high. After jumping we make our five real Jumps, get our 
one falls for about 20 feet before the wings and furloughs and will be real 
harness tightens. The trolley arrange- ‘troopers’. 


ment gives one a ride for about 100 yards, 
where the harness is unstrapped. The 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


object of this contraption is to get you 
used to jumping off into space and to sim- 
ulate the jerk that comes when the ‘chute 
opens. We also worked with the land- 


ing trainer which gave us practice in 
landing without injury when coming to 


the ground at about ten miles per hour. 
Every afternoon we have four hours of 


L. W. CLEVELAND, Pfc. to Cpl. 
LAVELLE GILES, Pvt. to Cpl. 
LESLIE G. HANSEN, F/O to 2nd Lt. 
W. R. HUDDLESTON, Cpl. to Set. 
GEORGE RAMSEY, A.S. to § 2/C. 
JACOB SANDOVAL, Pvt. to Pfe. 
HOWARD STACY, Pvt. to Pfe. 


‘chute packing. Yesterday we complete- ei 
ly packed a main “chute. Next Friday we | 
will have to pack them for the real thing 
so not many find the packing class boring. 
Next week we work on the “free fall tow- 


Left: Pvt. Vern O. Amick, of the Weeping Water 

plant department. Vern’s army career dates back 

to October, 1942 when he entered the special signal 

corps training school at Milford. He is now at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri. 


Right: Dean W. Douglas, F 1/C, of the construction 

depariment. Dean joined the Navy in May, 1943 and 

is taking extended training at Roosevelt Base, San 
Pedro, California. His home town is Johnson. 
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ARTICLES AND NEWS ITEMS 


Special Identification Cards Go 
To Honor Roll Employees 


The Lincoln Telephoneand Telegraph Co. 


LINCOLN. NEBRASKA 


WE ARE PROUD TO INCLUDE 


“& 2 


Of Our Plant Department 


Among Our Honored Employees 
On Leave of Absence for 
Military Duty in World War Il. 


Ilustrated above in actual size is the special identification card a eee 
ees ties month to all employees who are on leave of absence fo 
duty. The cards, which were printed on parchment in red, white 
meee individually signed by President Frank H. Woods and Were mailed 
to the employees with letters from respective department heads. Badend 
bears the name of its recipient in Old English letters. 


The cards were sent with the thought that they might prove helpful as 
a means of identification and that they will serve as a constant reminder to 
those in the service that they are very much a part of our Company. They 
are symbolic of a friendly hand clasp from those of us at home and with them 
go all good wishes and the constant prayer for the early and happy return 
of those who are away. 


Our Treasurer Says-- 


S I sat at my desk, pencil in hand, wondering what I might write to 
£4you that would be worth-while, my glance wandered out the win- 
dow to an automobile parked in front of the office where a soldier, with 
obvious emotion, was saying good-bye to his wife 
and baby as he prepared to take a bus, perhaps 
to go overseas. I suddenly realized as I never had 
before the strain and tension that we all are under 
as we go about our routine, daily tasks. We are 
living through one of history's greatest crises, but 
no hurricane lasts forever and neither will this one. 
The day will soon come when we can again plan 
our own lives and each can make his own future. 
In spite of temporary confusion no moratorium 
has been declared on the old virtues that past gen- 
erations have lived by—the virtues of steadfast- 
ness, integrity, loyalty, consideration for others, and devotion to our 
friends and families. They can help us live through these tense days, 
and bring us into the period ahead with our feet squarely on solid 
ground; ready once again to give reality to our plans and hopes. 


H. W. POTTER. 
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Andrews Moves Up 
DDITIONAL traffic responsi- 


** bilities were assigned to A. O. 
Andrews on August 1 when he was 
made equipment and traffic engineer 
in a well-de- 
served advance- 
ment. In this po- 
sition he will 
Supervise the 
traffic phases of 
toll line engi- 
neering, manual 
equipment engi- 
neering and op- 
erating methods. 

Mr. Andrews 
is especially well qualified to fill 
this particular position. He has had 
experience in the plant and traffic 
departments and has served for the 
past eight years as equipment engi- 
neer. He celebrates his twenty 
seventh anniversary with the Com- 
pany this month. 


A. O. Andrews 


War Labor Board Decision 


BELIEVING that employees, gen- 

erally, would appreciate some 
specific information regarding the 
status of the proposed wage increase, 
we have inquired from the General 
Manager concerning the status quo 
of the case. 


Mr. Agee informs us that, at the 
date this item is being written, the 
War Labor Board has not yet an- 
nounced its decision. 


The Panel which heard the case 
made its recommendation to the Re- 
gional War Labor Board in the early 
part of August. Contents of this 
recommendation have not been made 
public. 


The Regional War Labor Board 
at Kansas City reviews the Panel’s 
recommendation, analyzes the evi- 
dence, and makes the decision. 


It is altogether possible that, be- 
tween the date of writing this item 
and the printing of the “NEWS,” 
the decision will be announced, but 
if not, this item will explain the pres 
ent situation. 


Pioneers Plan Active 


Program for Coming Year 
FORETASTE of the well 


rounded schedule of interesting 
activities planned by the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Pioneer Telephone Association was 
presented by President Merle M. 
Hale at the first meeting of the of- 
ficers, executive committee and com- 
mittee chairman on August 30. 

The social committee proposes a 
series of four functions which will 
include a picnic in September, gath- 
erings throughout the territory for 
motion picture showings, a winter 
party, and the annual spring dinner 
which will probably be held in April. 
Since one of the primary purposes of 
the Pioneer group is for the mem- 
bers to renew old friendships and 
become better acquainted with their 
tellow workers in the industry it is 
felt that an augmented social program 
will be of real benefit and will stimu- 
late interest in the Association. Of 
special interest will be a winter party 
held for women only. 

Other principal objectives and 
points of interest in the year’s pro- 
gram include the addition of new 
members, recognition of service an- 
niversaries and retirements, special 
attention to women’s activities, the 
acquisition and arrangement of his- 
torical items and data relating to the 
Association and the industry, a more 
simplified and comprehensive meth- 
od of handling financial records and 
accounts, resolutions concerning im- 
portant events, and publicity con- 
cerning the activities and functions 
of the Association. 

The organization of committees 
for the direction of this program is 
as follows: Membership, Grace 
Hauschild, chairman; Ralph Con- 
nors, vice-chairman; Social Activi- 
ties, Guy Seaton, chairman, John 
Backstrom, vice-chairman; Fellow- 
ship, J. S. Jackson, chairman, D. C. 
Wilson, vice-chairman; Women’s 
Activities, Clara Jones, chairman, 
Hulda Gessner, vice-chairman; His- 
torical, A. O. Andrews, chairman; 
Auditing, Otto Nelsen, chairman; 
Resolutions, K. B. Cary, chairman, 
and Publicity, A. B. Gorman, chair- 


man. 


Radio Moves Bring Customers’ Praise 
URING the month of July both radio stations KFAB and KFOR in Lin- 


coln moved from the Lincoln Hotel to new quarters because of the recent 
division of ownership in the stations. KFAB moved to permanent quarters in 
the Sharp Building and KFOR moved to the Stuart Building where they are 


Pictured above are members of the Lincoln Service Department who installed broadcast 
circuits and PBX equipment during the recent change in location for Radio Stations KFAB 
and KFOR. The photograph was taken following installation of equipment at KFAB. 
Left to right: Walt Stewart and James Smith, combinationmen; L. G. Saunders, assistant 
wire chief; Elmer Dougherty and Ray Clinton, combinationmen; Francis Darnold, in in- 


Set, is a switchboard man. 


located temporarily pending availability of an entire floor in this building 
which they will occupy permanently. 

The task of moving the telephone, teletype and broadcast facilities to 
the new locations without interruption of service and in a limited space of 
time constituted a major problem, particularly during these days of equip- 
ment and manpower shortages. The job, however, was done with typical 
efficiency and thoroughness to the complete satisfaction of both customers 
as evidenced by expressions of commendation received from the management 
of both stations. 

At KFAB a number four, type 31, PBX was installed while at KFOR 
a number three cordless board was placed temporarily pending the move to 
permanent quarters when an attended number one board will be installed. 
The Columbia Broadcasting System circuits for KFAB were moved during the 
day time while the Democratic national convention was in progress without 
the loss of even so much as one political salvo. In one instance an electri- 
cian accidentally drove a nail into a broadcast cable but the damage was 
detected and repaired before the customer was aware of the break and with 
no interruption in service. 

Henry Peachman and C. E. Harp of the toll wire chief's department in- 
stalled the printer equipment at the new location while Francis Darnold, Walt 
Stewart, James Smith, L. G. Saunders, Elmer Dougherty and Ray Clinton 
completed the PBX and other installations. Harry Gore of the Lincoln Busi- 
ness Office handled the many details in connection with the issuance of 
orders and securing of contracts. All are deserving of the highest approba- 
tion for the superb quality of the service that was rendered. 
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DANIEL HIGGINS RETIRES 
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This group gathered in tribuie to Daniel Higgins whose retirement closes a career of 
39 years in telephone work. Back row—H. F. McCulla, general commercial superintendent; 
Weldon Grant; Lloyd Oglesby; Geo. Eggelston; Roy Mills, Wymore Manager; F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent; Guy Seaton, personnel director; and Frank Nevitt. Second 
row—Harlan Gillespie, district clerk: Ben Ford; Chas. Dickenman, area commercial 
manager; A. B. Gorman, advertising manager; Max Brandt; C. C. Donley, general traffic 
Superintendent; W. E. Macdonald, district inspector. Front row—Frank Walters; Leland 
Hodge: Dan Higgins, the guest of honor; Bob Schoubourg and Clyde Burge, district 
manager. The photographer was Joe Hartley, commercial artist. 


A GROUP of 21 fellow employees gathered at 

the exchange building at Beatrice on August 
10 in honor of Daniel Higgins who had an- 
nounced his retirement after 39 years of service 
in telephone work. 


A most enjoyable evening was spent at visiting 
and cards following which a supper, prepared by 
Ruth Blevins and Wilma Ranklu of Beatrice, was 
served. 


Dan” was then presented with a beautiful ring, 
as a token of the esteem in which he is held by 
his many friends, by F. E. Behm, general plant 
superintendent, in behalf of those present. He 
also was the recipient of a life membership in the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the Independent 


Pioneer Telephone Association. “Dan” inspects the ring 
. : ; which was presented to him 
A letter from John H. Agee, vice-president and by F. E. Behm in behalf of 


those in attendance. 
general manager, who was unable to attend, was 
read by Guy Seaton, personnel director. Mr. Agee expressed regret at Mr. 
Higgins’ decision to retire and appreciation for his 39 years of “faithful, 
loyal and efficient service in telephone work.” 


His telephone career began on August 8, 1905 when he was employed 
by the Nebraska Telephone Company at Beatrice as a trouble man. Our 
Company purchased this property in 1912 and Mr. Higgins was employed as a 
combinationman. He later held the positions of foreman and combination- 
man at Hastings and Beatrice. “Plans for the future are somewhat indefinite,” 
says “Dan,” “But it could be that I will wind up living in California.” The 
“News” joins his friends in wishing him many years of smooth sailing, 
health and happiness. 


When 16 miles of coaxial cable had been installed between two radio sta- 
tions in England, it was discovered that nitrogen gas was leaking out through 
the outer sheath. Amylmercaptan, a gas having an odor similar to that of 
cats, was introduced into the cable and a dog taken over the route. The dog 
dug in 14 different places and found the leaks. 
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Burden Quits USITA 

. C. BURDEN, former transmis- 

sion engineer, announced his 
resignation as engineer of the United 
States Independent Telephone As- 
sociation on August 15 after having 
served in this capacity since Febru- 
ary, 1943. He will resume residence 
in Lincoln where he plans to devote 
his time to the engineering school of 
which he is the proprietor, to techni- 
cal writing and to running his well 
known “farm” on the Missouri 
River. 


Latest General Patton Tale 
of Telephone Conversation 


RESH tales concerning Lieut. 

Gen. George S. Patton, Jr., tank 
commander, are spreading in the 
wake of his swift maneuvers in 
France. 

General Eisenhower said recently 
that he had talked with General Pat- 
ton by telephone earlier in the week 
and asked him why he didn’t get the 
lead out of his feet. The supreme 
commander did not repeat the ex- 
plosive reply that poured from the 
other end of the line. 


United War Fund Drive 


Begins October 9 

HE National United War Fund 
“ which embraces 19 war time 
agencies including the USO and War 
Prisoners’ Aid as well as societies 
and funds for relief in war ridden 
countries will begin its drive 
throughout the nation in October. 
The Nebraska campaign starts Octo- 
ber 9 with a state quota of $925,000 
and is highly deserving of full sup- 
port from all of us. 


——_—_——____. 


Berniece Smith. 


On the Mend 

E ARE happy to report that 

Berniece Smith, Lincoln chief op’ 
erator, is recuperating nicely follow 
ing a protracted illness since June 
26 during which time she has under’ 
Sone two major operations. She has 
been released from the hospital and 
at present is convalescing at home. 
We look forward to her return to 
the job some time this month. 
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Helm and Eggerss 


To New Posts 
UPERVISION of commercial 
\” functions in the York Area was 
placed in the hands of Claude W. 
Helm when he was appointed area 
commercial man- 
ager on August 
16. For the past 
year he has had 
charge of opera- 
tions at the Lin- 
coln Army Air 
Field as manager 
of that exchange. 
Mr. Helm has 
had a long and 
varied experi- 
ience in telephone work. He was 
employed with our Company as 
a groundman at Syracuse in May, 
1928 and went to Nebraska City 
as clerk the following February. In 
June, 1929 he was promoted to dis- 
trict plant clerk at Nebraska City 


Claude W. Helm 


and later served as area and district . 


salesman at Nebraska City, Hastings 
and Lincoln. In 1938 he was named 
commercial representative in the Lin- 
coln Business Office and in August, 
1943 was made manager of the Lin- 
coln Army Air Field. 

Claude’s background of experience 
coupled with a pleasing personality 
ind easy ability to make friends 
make him particularly well fitted to 
issume the responsibility of this im- 
portant position. He has been active 
in civic affairs in Lincoln for a num- 
ber of years having been associated 
with the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce where he participated in com- 
mittee activities and for the past year 
served as a member of the executive 


council. His wife and daughter, 
Claudette, plan to remain in Lincoln 
pending the availability of housing 
facilities at York. 
Mr. Eggerss 
takes over the 
position of ex- 
change manager 
of the Lincoln 
Army Air Field 
backed by 18 
years of plant and 
commercial ex- 
perience with 
our Company. 
He began his career as a groundman 
at Hastings in 1926 and later acted as 
combinationman until his promotion 
to district clerk in February, 1934. In 
June, 1941 he was made commercial 
representative at Lincoln where he 
has handled commercial service and 
credit operations. 


Cc. A. Eggerss 


GENEVA PARTY 


(Continued from page 3) 
was the champ in this event, which, 
we understand, left most of the con- 
testants unable to get around with- 
out creaking for days afterward. 


The program for the evening was 
launched with a short address by 
Personnel Director Guy Seaton who 
paid glowing tribute to the splendid 
showing made by the Geneva Area 
in winning the War Bond competi- 
tion in spite of spirited opposition 
from the other teams. He spoke 
of the vital necessity of complete co- 
operation between the War and 
Home Fronts and said that telephone 
employees had never been found 
wanting in fulfilling their obligations 
in the nation’s war effort. 

He also commended the other 
areas and departmental teams to- 
eether with their leaders whose ef- 
forts and devotion to the campaign 
had been a major factor in its suc- 
cessful conclusion. 

Merle Hale of Lincoln, in his fa- 
miliar role as master of ceremonies, 
arranged a highly successful program 
of games and stunts which was thor- 
oughly enjoyed by everyone, particu- 
larly the participants. The pictures 
snapped by that famed virtuoso of 
the lens, Joe Hartley, the man who 
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Louisville Traffic Girl 
Wins Song Contest 
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ONA J. WILLIAMS of our 
Louisville Traffic Department is 
now the proud winner of a song 
writing contest sponsored at Louis- 
ville by Mr. Fred Shannon of Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Iowa. 

Mr. Shannon is by profession an 
engineer on the Rock Island lines, 
but in his leisure hours writes poems 
and composes songs. After compos- 
ing the music and part of the words 
for “I’m Looking For My Daddy” he 
invited all others in Louisville to take 
a hand in its completion. Among 
the many entries, Dona J. Williams 
came out on top and as a reward is 
receiving all royalties from the song, 
besides having her picture grace its 
cover. The song was introduced lo- 
cally in Louisville at a program given 
August 30, the proceeds of which, 
over and above the cost, went to the ~ 
American Red Cross. 


takes all the pictures but never gets 
in any of them himself, tell the story 
of these antics in far better fashion 
than phrases which might emit from 
the groaning keyboard of our type- 
writer so we will dispense with de- 
tails. 

In attendance from Hastings were 
Lyle Young, district manager; Ralph 
Wait, district clerk; D. C. Wilson, 
district inspector; and Betty Hager, 
district stenographer. The Lincoln 
delegation consisted of Guy Seaton, 
personnel director; Merle Hale, com- 
mercial engineer; J. S. Jackson, train- 
ing supervisor; Joe Hartley, commer- 
cial artist; and A. B. Gorman, adver- 
tising manager. 


Bond Drive Successful 


BY G. O. SEATON 
ee story of the recent Bond 


Drive would not be complete 
without an acknowledgment of the 
splendid efforts made by employees 
throughout the territory, and in par- 
ticular the team captains, which re- 
sulted in bond sales that exceeded 
the Company quota by a substan- 
tial margin. By investing $66,054.25 
on a quota of $55,446.00 the em- 
ployees have again proved conclu- 


"The World's Shortest Telephone Line” 


f hes is a picture of 
what is purported 
to be the world’s 
shortest telephone 
line. Riveters and riv- 
etbuckers at the Boe- 
ing Airplane Com- 
pany at Wichita, Kan- 
sas, work on each side 
of a metal sheet 
through which they 
can communicate by 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 
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Lydia Kriegshauser, Ruth Straka, Victor Musselman, 


i i . la Stanley, : 
sively that th ly behind no other means ex- sa ane cligan re ecu A mcatrice, 7 Seward, Lincoln, Lincoln, 
sively that they are squarely: behin incoin: y severe eer Lincoln, 
cept the telephone. 30 years. 32 years. 25 years. years. years. 


those other employees who are mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces. 

High honor, of course, goes to the 
winning Geneva Area, where 
Charles Crew and “crew” invested 
$4,106.25 for 227% of their quota 
thereby edging out the Plattsmouth 
Area, which, under the direction of 


The chatter of the 
riveting machines 
adds further compli- 
cations, and although 
they are separated by only twelve inches it is impossible to convey 
messages by ordinary vocal means. Note the throat microphones now 
widely used throughout the Air Forces. 

—Boeing photograph through courtesy Telephone Review magazine. 


Fifteen Years 


V. B. Musselman, Ruth Straka, Lincoln. 


“Happiness Ahead’ 
The marriage 
of Norma _ Sitz- 
man of the Lin- 
coln accounting 
department to 


Thirty-Nine Years 
C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
Laura Douty, Seward; F. L. Tefft, 


Lincoln. 


Fourteen Years 
Margaret Lindblad, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 


Thirty-Two Years Helen Hillyer, Geneva; Louise Porter, 


Bob Gray of Weeping Water and 
R. C. Shellenbarger at Plattsmouth, 
was carrying the lead during the first 
of the campaign. 

A number of other areas succeeded 
in giving “old man quota” a severe 
drubbing. These were Seward, un- 
der the direction of Chris Haber- 
man; Auburn, under Sterling Nelson; 
Osceola, under Chas. Olson; Has- 
tings, under the co-direction of B. A. 
Isaman and Irene Combs; Hebron, 
under the leadership of George 
Jones; and David City, under Vern 
Campbell. 

The Lincoln Area, which was di- 
vided into departmental teams, went 
over the top with 128% of its 
quota. Among those deserving spe- 
cial credit is the Service Department, 
which, due largely to the untiring 
effort of J. Pugsley, invested $8,- 
343.50 for 121% of their quota, it 
being the first time they have ex- 
ceeded the amount assigned to them 
in any bond campaign. The same 
is true of the Shop and Supply, un- 
der the leadership of Kent Eno as- 
sisted by Florence Tatman; the Ac- 
counting Department under Otto 
(Dewey) Nelson and the Construc- 
tion Department under Bob Clifford. 
Of course, the Engineering Depart- 
ment under Elsie Powell, the Treas- 
urers Department under Margaret 
Francis, and the General Traffic De- 
partment under Erma _ Dillworth, 


made their usual fine showing, all of 
them exceeding their quotas. 

Irene Combs of the Hastings Traf- 
fic Department used a rather novel 
way of recording the sales in her de- 
partment and, judging from the grati- 
fying results obtained, it must have 
had a strong appeal. A large map 
of the world was placed in the rest 
room and each time one of the op- 
erators purchased a bond they dedi- 
cated it to someone in the Armed 
Service—a husband, brother, sweet- 
heart, or friend, and a star was placed 
on the map where the dedicatee was 
then stationed, a red line being 
drawn to the margin of the map and 
the service man’s name and the name 
of the purchaser written there. It 
was amazing to see how many of the 
traffic department had folks in whom 
they had a special interest who were 
overseas. 


WELCOME letter was received 

recently from Lloyd Campbell, 
former directory supervisor, who is 
now district manager of the Maico 
Dallas Company of Dallas, Texas 
which manufactures vacuum tube 
hearing aids. Lloyd has many friends 
in the L. T. & T. organization and 
says that he gets a great pleasure out 
of reading about them and seeing 
their pictures in the “News.” 
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We quote one paragraph of_ his 
letter: “I want to extend my thanks 
because of the fact that I have con- 
sistently received the ‘News’ through 
the years since I left the Telephone 
ranks, and I am most grateful. I per- 
use it each month with a great deal 
of interest (more interest perhaps, 
than some who are on the ground 
every day) and I get a real kick out 
of watching Merle Hale grow more 
bald, Tom Longdon and John Spady 
more dignified, and Vern Campbell 
and John McKinzie more serious, as 
the years go by. I got a real kick 
this time, out of seeing Chris Haber- 
man with a collar and tie on. ['ll 
bet he was about to choke.” 


Blessed Events’ 

A son, John 
Charles, was 
born to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Eg- 
gerss on August 
27. Mr. Eggerss 
is manager of the 
Lincoln Army 
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R. V. Clifford announce the arrival 
of a baby girl born on September 4. 
Mr. Clifford is of the Construction 
Department. 


H. F. Apking, Hebron. 
Thirty Years 


J. H. Hobson, Lincoln; Sophia Windels, 


Syracuse. 


Twenty-Nine Years 


G. S. Cruickshank, Wahoo; Nora Dil- 


worth, Bennet. 


Twenty-Eight Years 


J. A. Mason, Hastings. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, L. 
Lloyd Lyne, Lincoln; Ethel Prescott, Pair- 


mont. 


Twenty-Six Years 


Catherine Daugherty, D. R. Smith, 


Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 


Stella Stanley, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Four Years 


Hugo F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 


Eva F. Davis, Weeping Water. 


Twenty-One Years 


R. H. Gray, Weeping Water; W. C. 
Maxfield, H. M. Studier, Lincoln; Edith 


Mattson, Stromsburg. 
Twenty Years 


? Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward. 


Nineteen Years 


Karina Jezewski, Auburn. 


‘ Eighteen Years 


i fo 9 ieee 
R. D. Andrews, Military Service; Vivian 
Kinney, Auburn; M. C. Walker, Hastings. 


Seventeen Years 


G. E. Damon, Humboldt; E. T. Dough- 


erty, G. E. 
Nippert, Ohiowa. 
Sixteen Years 


Alex Pauley, York. 


Walroth, Lincoln; Bessie 


Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 


Dan Smith, Military Service. 
Nine Years 
A. L. Ager, Seward; Alvina Miller, 


Lincoln. 


Eight Years 
Virginia Bath, Lincoln; Bev. Ott, Mili 


tary Service. 
Seven Years 


Berly L. Leslie, Fairbury. 
Five Years 
Helen DeBord, Fairbury; Ruth Swan- 


son, York. 


Jones Dowd Passes Away 


ONES W. DOWD, 65, of the Lin- 

coln Plant Department, died at 
Santa Monica, California on August 
7 where he had been visiting for sev- 
eral weeks. He had suffered for 
many months from leukemia and on 
March 4, 1944 had withdrawn from 
active service on the Sickness Bene- 
fit Payroll. His efforts at recupera- 
tion were fruitless, however, and he 
died from this disease. 

Mr. Dowd was employed as a cus- 
todian from June, 1929 to Decem- 
ker, 1942 when, because of the war 
time emergency, he was assigned as 
a guard at the front portal of the 
General Office Building. He has a 
record of conscientious endeavor and 
his affable personality will make him 
long remembered by his many 
friends in the organization. 
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Cpl. Alan Burr- 
gess of Wiscon- 
sin was solem- 
nized August 19 
at the St. Paul 
Methodist 
Church. Cpl. Burrgess is stationed 
at the Lincoln Army Air Field. 


Rexine Dyer of the Lincoln traf- 
fic department and Cpl. Leo Bretta 
were united in marriage July 30 at 
Pratt, Kansas. Cpl. Bretta is from 
Somerville, Massachusetts, and the 
couple will make their home in Pratt, ' 
Kansas. 


eo e 
Shirley Miller, of the Wahoo Trat- 


fic Department, was married Satur- 
day, August 18, at 2 o’clock, to Mr. 
William W. Lorenz of Yutan. They 


were married by Rev. J. Schrader. 


Sterling Dobbs 
Receives Air Medal 


ORD reaches us that Ist Lt. Ster- 

ling Dobbs, former Lincoln Shop 
employee, and son of J. A. Dobbs 
of the Construction Department, has 
been presented the Air Medal with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters. He is a 
combat pilot with the Army Air 
Forces in a B-24 Liberator bomber 
group and is stationed in England. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
David City 


Oh, for the life of a merry madcap 
playgirl. Though we are often called 
“working goils’”, we seem to have a few 
plutocrats in the crowd who draw a 
yearly vacation. Namely, Merna Stewart, 
Henrietta Smith, and our cashier, Marilynn 
Behrns. All the other gals have still to 
wait for that infinitesimal year to creep 
by. . . . First of all, Merna Stewart went 
to Greeley, Colorado for her two weeks of 
bliss. Visiting friends was the reason. So 
Merna says. But when she looks at you 
with that certain sparkle in her eye, you 
know without guessing, that it wasn’t just 
a casual acquaintance she was visiting. 
Could that Harold have had anything to 
do with it, Merna? ... Henrietta Smith 
hasn’t gone on her vacation to Spirit Lake, 
Iowa as yet, but by the time this goes to 
press, she will be back and have decided 
all such matters pertaining to the second 
ring on the third finger of the left hand. 
She claims that there will not be ample 
time to permanently cement it there, but 
plans for such proceedings will be in 
order. ... Our cashier, Marilynn Behrns 
hasn’t gone yet either, but at 5 o’clock 
on the 8th of September, she will kiss the 
office ‘‘good-bye”’ for ten grand and glori- 
ous days. Destination— Hays, Kansas. 
Why? Visiting friends. (It says here)... . 
The men claim their share of the lime- 
light when it comes to vacationing. They 
claim they can loaf as well as the women 
any day. No doubt! No doubt! ... Harvey 
Armagost, combinationman had two weeks 
of loafing, sleeping, and visiting in Gres- 
ham. ... Ben Docekal stayed home and 
slept. So he tells us, but his wife claims 
she managed to drag him out of bed for a 
couple of days fishing at Crete. But a 
little birdie tells us that Ben didn’t catch 
a thing but water snakes. . .. Was her 
face red? Trying to write out a check in 
a strange town the other day, our cashier 
was refused flatly when she could offer 
no proof of identification. So dejectedly 
she walked out with empty arms and 
wonders how a large satchel like that ever 
managed to get away from her. It seems 
that her purse containing all means of 
identification was lost last week and now 
she wonders who she is and if she will be 
able to prove it if she claims she is she. 
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Enjoying a bit of a swim and 
sun bath at the York swim- 
ming pool are Minnie Metcalf 
and Colette Jokerst. 


Louisville 


We have a new student operator, Alice 
Louise Thurman. Hope you enjoy working 
with us, Alice. 


Nebraska City 


Vacations are still the main topic here. 
Velma Abker returned to work August 
21, after spending most of her “leisure 
time” at Otoe except for a few days in 
Omaha. ... Mildred Cohn is enjoying her 
two weeks at home with that ‘certain 
man” from Detroit, Michigan. Don’t some 
people rate though? Miriam Haase 
and Elaine Hoffman are planning to spend 
most of their vacation in Fremont and 
Omaha. Really get around don’t you girls? 
Another vacationer is Violet Peterson, 
but she states she is going to save money 
by staying home and getting rested-up be- 
fore coming back to work. . . . Marge 
Snyder and Kathryn Parker, former Op- 
erators, came up to see us recently. While 
they were here our Chief Operator, Miss 
Bader, decided a steak dinner at the 
Coffee Shop would be ‘just the thing” so 
some of the girls got together and paraded 
over to the Blue Room. Namely, Miss 
Bader, Marge Snyder, Kathryn Parker, 
Erleen Neibrugge, Margaret Evans and 
Mildred Cohn. . Our Ass’t. Chief, 
Eunice Segelke, is at Hastings helping out 
during the rush for a few weeks. Hope 
Hastings doesn’t need you much longer, 
Eunice. . . . Maxine Hunsicker, a former 
operator here, was married this month 
to her “one & only” Marine, Fred Gowart. 
She came in to see us one day last week 
and is very happy. Lots of happiness and 
good luck, “Max”. . . . Last but not least, 
Christine Forker, Ass’t. Chief at one time, 
stopped in to see us recently. 


Plattsmouth 
Hilda Johanns returned to work August 
22 after spending her two weeks vaca- 
tion at Denver visiting with her sister. 


Seward 


News is rather scarce this time. It 
seems as though excitement just didn’t 
come around to the Seward office. Maybe 
this is due to so many vacations. Art 
Balderson spent most of his time fishing. 
To prove it he brought back a picture of 
himself and his fish. Nice evidence—but 
oh! How our mouths watered for the 
fried fish! . . . Helen Greiner was another 


Seven reasons why people want to work 
at York. Left to right, Mrs. Meyers, 
ne pagers Colette Jokerst, Arideen 
ante pee Peters, Artis Bowen, and 

aina YStrom, all of the York Traf 
1¢ Department, 


vacationist. She spent part of it at home 
and the other in Lincoln. By all indica- 
tions she had a swell time. ... Lydia 
Kriegshauser, our Chief Operator, is now 
on her vacation. She is spending it visit- 
ing in the mountains around Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. By all the cards we 
have been getting, she must be having a 
wonderful time. . . . Laura Douty spent 
a week-end in Ravenna recently—visiting 
her sister... ‘“‘Papa’’ Haberman has been 
feeling pretty perk the last couple of 
days. Reason—his daughter and her hus- 
band, Lt. Endicott, visiting a couple of 
days. 
Utica 


Mrs. Edna Kelly was operated on August 
19 for appendicitis at the Lutheran Hos- 
pital, York, Nebraska. She is improving 
satisfactorily. 


Wahoo 


May Beaty spent her vacation, which 
started August 7, in Wahoo, Lincoln, and 
Omaha. .. . Jim Gilchrist is spending 
his vacation at home. ... Mr and Mrs. 
Ed Flowerday of Humboldt visited the 
Wahoo office Saturday, August 19. 
Jean Bratrsovsky is spending her vacation 
in Wahoo and Denver. 


Weeping Water 


Miss Fern Davis spent her two weeks 
vacation at home and returned to work 
August 21. . . . Addalene Lorensen, Chief 
Operator, took one week of her vacation 
Starting August 14, and went camping at 
Crete. Sounds like fun! 


General Offices 
Ramona Francis, Associate Editor 


Here ’tis almost past summertime and 
no news on vacations. We’re wondering 
if anyone is going anywhere this summer. 
Either they love their work and refuse 
to leave it or else they’re keeping their 
destinations and activities a deep, dark 
secret. However, be that as it may, we 
will take this opportunity to welcome a 
new member to our “gang’’. She is Alice 
Burchard, and is very aptly filling the 
position as Mr. Sturtevant’s stenographer, 
recently vacated when Lula Kloepper too: 
over her duties as personnel secretary .. - 
While we say “hi” to a newcomer we 
find we must say “’bye” to one of our 
“oldies”. (She’ll love that.) Anyhoo, Mar- 
garet Stacy says she is leaving us on 
September 8 to take up her studies at the 
University. She’s all smiles when she 
talks about “book larnin”, and we just 
can’t understand that. We'll be sorry to 
lose Margaret, but in her place we're 
happy to say hello to Wilma Adamson 
who is doing splendidly in learning the 
rigamarole that goes with distributing 
the mail. . . . Guess that just about takes 
care of things around these parts, so, see 
you next month. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ginny Petersen, Associate Ed'tor 


We've been wondering what in the 
world we'll write about when winter 
comes and no one goes on vacations any 
more. Irene Siefert spent her vacation in 
her home town of Bennet. Adeline Carl- 
son went to Holdrege and was a brides- 
maid. Clara Jones spent her vacation at 
home taking things easy as did Beryl 
Proudfit and Dorothy Carlson. Van Haus- 
ner took a trip to Seward and visited rela- 
tives and friends, while Marie Endsley va- 
cationed to Colorado and from all reports 
(and there's Plenty of them) had herself 


a whee of a time. Grace Hauschild went to 
Seattle, Washington, and visited relatives 
and friends and Dewey Nelson spent his 
vacation around home. . Roy Galley 
has turned farmer on us and is spending 


‘ part of his vacation in the cornfields of 


Iowa. . . . Vacationers from the Engin- 
eering Department were Vic Musselman 
and Elsie Powell. Elsie spent some of her 
time in Kansas visiting and came back 
complaining about the hot weather. ... 
Mary Ellen Dana is back from. her seige 
of pneumonia. We’re glad she recovered 
sO rapidiy. But now Betty Stroud 
is having tough luck. She underwent an 
operation on August 2, although reports 
come back now that she is improving 
steadily, and will soon be back. to work. 
. . Three of our girls left this month, 
Rhoda Staehr, who is now working for 
Western Electric, Elizabeth Fastabend, 
and Vera Pierce, who is planning to join 
the Cadet Nurse Corps. Best of luck to 
you girls. We’ll miss you. .. . We welcome 
this month to our office force, Iva Mae 
Ost, who is working in the Revenue Sec- 
tion. . . . Accidents will happen, and it 
did to George Anne Manifold, and Jan 
Schalkopf. Seems as though an army 
truck bumped into the car they were in 
and sort of knocked them for a loop. Jan 
got off with just a few bruises but George 
Anne is still having a little trouble with 
her right arm. We're glad it wasn’t any 
thing more Serious. . . 
Dept. was pleasantly surprised when Ken 
Eoshart dropped in on them one Saturday 
morning recently. Before Ken went in the 
Army he worked in the Accounting Dept. 
as material clerk. He’s been gone now for 
Over two years and all his many friends 
are glad to see him back. ... Our Calam- 
ity Jane of the Accounting Dept. has been 
up to her old tricks again. Of course you 
know we're referring to Mary Peterson 
Speck. It used to be that she would fall 
off her chair, drop a telephone, or knock 
a typewriter off the desk in the presence 
of only a few people and only for their 
benefit. But now she’s really getting bold, 
and just to prove it, she decided to spill 
a glass of milk in the cafeteria with 
practically the whole Company as audi- 
ence. Of course, she got milk all over her 
and ’leventy-two other people but what 
matters that as long as she still held her 
title of Calamity Jane. 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


August seems to have been a popular 
vacation month for Construction Depart- 
ment employees. D. R. Smith, “Les” 
Shirey and John Ejisenbarth of the Lin- 
coln crews, along with “Swede” Foster's 
gang and Harry Moss’ crew chose this 
time. . . . Paul Schmeltzer, our ‘boss” 
also spent the week of August 20 working 
on his farm. . . Bob Clifford, being a 
horse fancier, is spending his vacation 
at the State Fair races. We understand 
that Bob is buying lots of oats for the 
ponies. ...Glen Warren, Dean Hobson, El- 
vin Bauman and Shirley Cane have re- 
signed to return to school. We wish you lots 
of luck!...The girls of the Supply and 
Construction Departments held a wiener 
roast Monday, August 28 at Antelope 
Park. . . . E. Eichenour’s and John Hob- 
son’s crews are working on Exeter farm 
lines; George Hansen's gang is spinning 
the cable in Stromsburg, and G. A. Foster 
is working on the Lincoln-Kansas City 
toll lead. W. F. Combs’ boys keep busy 
with work in the Hastings area. 

Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 

Among the service men who visited the 
warehouse in August were T/Sgt. Bev Ott, 
recently returned from the South Pacific, 
and T/Sgt. Ken Boshart, formerly of the 
accounting department, now home on fur- 
lough from Australia. ... Ernest Johnson 


. The Accounting, 


completed boot training and at the present 
time is on duty in San Francisco. ... The 
August vacationers include Mr. Stacy who 
took a week of his vacation working on 
his home. . . . Walt Knudson and Milton 
Royce are on their’s at this writing. ... 
Kent Eno went to northern Minnesota to 
join his wife and son. ... Don Aydelott 
is also on the home vacationer’s list. .. . 
Russell Rauch took a week of his vacation 
and spent it on the farm. .. . Florence 
Tatman is taking a leave of absence for a 
rest at home. ... Ruth Marrow recently 
got back from a trip to Denver, and other 
points of interest around Denver. ... The 
girls at the warehouse are organizing a 
bowling team. It will include Ruth Mar- 
row, Darleen Healey, Florence Tatman, 
Anne Pavel, Ila Wylder, Mary Anne Ernst, 
and Verda Ashford. . . . Darleen Healey is 
one of the few girls who has a mother in 
the WAC’s. She is Pvt. Frances Healey, 
now taking her basic at Des Moines, Iowa. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Roeder, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still the main topic of 
conversation in our office this month. 
Gertrude Merriman spent her time swim- 
ming, sunning, and resting. ... Jean Beck 
spent most of her time at home near 
Seward. She also came back with a won- 
derful coat of tan. ... Lee Schlentz spent 
his two weeks entertaining his 9 year old 
Gaughter. The two journeyed to Council 
Bluffs, Iowa for a weekend. (We wonder 
how he got the gas) (Editor’s note: With 
Schlentz this is no problem. His conver- 
sations furnish an abundance of the re- 
quired article.) ... Chauncey Eggerss and 
M. Egan both took their remaining week 
of vacation during this month... . Then 
Myrtle Hiner enjoyed her vacation in 
Denver, Colorado. She said she went 
horseback riding a lot. We wonder if she 
had to set on a pillow the first day. (The 
Editor again: We’re worried about what 
happened to the horse.) . . . Claude 
Helm has left ‘‘these here’’ parts to ful- 
fill the Area Commercial Manager’s posi- 
tion at York, Nebraska. C. Eggerss is now 
“head guy” at the Air Base for the Com- 
pany, taking on where Claude left off. 
Chauncey also has another new job now 
as he’s a proud papa of a fine baby boy. 
... It was quite an event the day Chaunce 
had to pass the candy and cigars. ...We 
were all sorry to lose Wm Cochrane and 
E. T. Westerhoff from our office force. 
However, we welcome Virginia Allard to 
our office. . . . Excitement was plentiful 
around Mary Ann Hedstrom’s desk one 
Friday this past month when she re- 
ceived a telegram from her boyfriend. It 
was all such a big surprise for Mary Ann 
to find her Elmer on his way home from 
the Aleutians after 8 months overseas. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Hay fever and vacations seems to be 
the main line of conversation these days, 
but since there is a lot of truth in the 
old saying, “Smile and the world smiles 
with you—but keep your troubles to 
yourself’’, we’ll forget the hay fever and 
go on to the vacations. ... They seem to 
be very unusual this year because “home” 
became the old familiar fishing spot for 
several of the switchroom employees. Jake 
Schneider, Ivan Paddack, Harry Palm- 
quist, Warren Shuck, Glen Bottorf, Dell 
Gilmore, Hugo Staley and Francis Darnold 
enjoyed two weeks of bliss with their 
families. One or two of them slipped out 
of town for a few days to visit or just to 
be getting out of town, but they left and 
returned with such secrecy that we were 
unable to find out anything about their 
jaunts. . . . In the service department R. 
L. Clinton, L. C. Jenkins and Lydia 
Schneider spent their two weeks of vaca- 
{ion just staying at home and getting 
plenty or rest... . B. D. Pattison and B. 
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Lloyd Cleveland sent this picture from 
Africa, where he is stationed, to a friend 
of his at Lincoln and we received it with 
much interest. We had heard that the 
African climate was detrimental to one’s 
appearance, but it apparently didn’t work 
that way for Cleveland. We think he is 
much better looking than when he lefi. 


Wanek, and families, enjoyed the entire 
two weeks of their vacation from July 20 
to August 12 fishing at Lake Okoboji. ... 
P. R. Winscot and wife spent part of 
their vacation from August 20 to 26 visit- 
ing with relatives in Plattsmouth. Mr. 
Winscot reports that his father has lived 
in Plattsmouth 78 years. ...C. H. Liebhart 
and wife spent a very enjoyable vacation 
visiting with relatives in Aurora and also 
visiting friends in Grand Island; and the 
last few days of the second week just 
staying at home and resting. . . . Eleanor 
Jensen spent the first week of her vaca- 
tion at home and the second week was 
spent in Denver and Colorado Springs 
where she reports having a very nice time. 

. . Fordyce Kerr and Walter Geist were 
two welcome visitors last month. They 
formerly worked in the switchroom. ... 
Dick Reed spent a week at the National 
Guard Camp near Ashland attending a 
C.A.P. school. Dick said they were miles 
from any kind of civilization but still 
they had a dance in the evening. Who did 
you dance with, Dick? ‘Pocahontas’ or 
her cousin, “Minnie HaHa’... . Atten- 
tion, ladies who get mixed up with paint!! 
See ‘‘Paint Remover’ Ed Dulin at once 
for guaranteed work. ... We are glad to 
report that S. J. Dennis and A. C. King 
are both back on the job after having 
been on the sick list. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


Here we are just before the deadline, 
but still trying. Vacations still go on and 
on and we can hardly find out where and 
how they were spent—but after all, spend- 
ing them is the important part, so we will 
only tell what we know. Ruth Shoemaker 
and her husband, Don, spent a very “rest- 
ful” two weeks roughing it at a cabin at 
Seward. Now, there is something that 
seems to do the work as they they both 
came back in the best of spirits and hardly 
able to wait to return to the daily grind. 
: Vacationing now are Ruth Straka, 
Irene Halvorsen, Frances Petersen, Delores 
Glover and Minnie Alien. Irene is spend- 
ing her time at Syracuse; Delores traveled 
to Cannon City, Colorado, and the others 
are unreported. ... Berniece Smith, chief 
operator, is recuperating again after a 
Second operation, and from all reports 
will be back with us soon. Uldene Mason 
Brown has returned to us after adding 
the “Brown" and is now marking time 
until the war is won. Resignations 
are fol’owing one another now. Esther 
Michel is leaving due to ill health. Muriel 


TeSelle, Alice King, Lillie Gannon and 
Norma Mitchell are returning to school. 
Ruth Morphew is moving from the city 
and Marilyn Robertson is helping her 
father in his grocery store. Bye girls— 
sorry to See you leave.... Mildred With 
paid us a visit last week and is deep in 
her plans for her wedding, which is to be 
early in September More details later. 
_.. Your associate editor spent the week- 
end visiting Doris Riddle, a former em- 
ployee, who is now employed in the 
Omaha Traffic Department. Despite the 
heavy rain, which didn’t stop until Sun- 
day, a good time was had by all con- 
cerned. ... We regret to report another 
casualty in the home if one of our em- 
ployees. Phyllis Rising and her family 
were notified of the death of her brother, 
Earl, who was killed in action aboard a 
mine sweeper in the Pacific. Mere words 
can express so little of what we feel in our 
hearts, but from all of us goes our heart- 
felt sympathy to the Rising family. , 

Esther Elmshaeuser, toll supervisor, is the 
proud possessor of a lovely diamond, so 
we can be expecting to hear the chime of 
wedding bells again. Esther says not for 
a while, but from all indications, we feel 
our prediction is certain. How about it, 


Crab Orchard 


Lillian Campbell was a Lincoln visitoy 
August 1. Further notes on Lillian; She 
started her vacation on August 21. 


Dawson 


Esther West visited in Soldier, Kansas 
August 13. 


Humboldt 


Emma Lee King spent a few days at a 
4-H camp at Seward during the week of 
August 8... . The rock quarry served as 
a picnic grounds for the telephone em- 
ployees on August 1. After feasting on 
“hot dogs” and all that goes with them, 
We went back to town and ate home-made 
ice cream. ... Vacations are almost over 
for our Humboldt employees. Those who 
have completed their vacations lately are: 
Mary Meister, Darlene Stalder, E. J. Flow- 
erday, George Damon, and Rose Fank- 
hausSer. 


Steinauer 


Bridget Divis made a business trip to 
Colon and Wahoo July 24. ... Mr. ang 
Mrs. Divis returned August 13 from South 
Dakota where they had been spending 
their vacation. 


vacation August 19... . The Halverstadt 
family spent the weekend of August 19 in 
Geneva. 

Wymore 


Maxine Pabst returned from her vaca- 
tion, which time she distributed between 
Omaha and Lincoln. LaVone Root 
spent her vacation visiting relatives in 
Barneston and Burchard. ... Elaine Clark 
left for Minnesota to spend her two weeks. 

. . The Traffic Department heard a ter- 
rible commotion in the Commercial De- 
partment early one morning and on im- 
mediate investigation found Manager 
Mills lying flat on his face on the floor. 
We don’t know just what happened; 
whether he went to sleep and fell from 
his chair or if the chair was not substan- 
tial enough to hold that much weight... . 
Our chief operator and assistant have been 
helping out in the Hastings Traffic De- 
partment for the past two weeks. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


The Fairmont operators are a bit jittery 
at this writing. It appears that Wynona 


will date back a little, but better late 
than never we always say. ... Vacations 
come and go, so say Melba Richards, 
chief operator, who returned the first part 
of July from two weeks spent in the Cali- 
fornia sunshine; Dorothy Janda, who 
spent her vacation in Colorado; and Marie 
Pearson, who vacationed in Denver... . 
We were sorry to say farewell recently to 
Melva Wright, Eileen Horner, Lois Smith, 
Jean Stafford, Dorothy Osterthun, Eliza- 
beth Zimmerman, and Margaret Gross- 
hans. . . . Back with us again, with that 
far-away look in her eye is Kathleen Ar- 
nold, nee Sherman. Welcome back, Kay. 
Frieda Hoffman spent a few days recently 
visiting with relatives in North Platte. 
. . Helping out in the office for several 
weeks have been Mavis Greenlief, Vera 
Adams, Beulah Rinehart, Betty Rickman, 
and Bertha Vaughan. Darlene 
Froschheuser and Norma Turner left for 
Denver recently where they will enter 
nurses training at St. Luke’s Hospital. . . 
Lauretta Einspahr is wearing a new ring 
on “that” finger. ’Tis heard she’ll be a 
“Mrs.” soon. Josephine Tieskoetter 
is enjoying a visit with her husband who 
recently returned from the South Pacific. 


Hebron 


Remember Melanise 
Breault, formerly of 
the Hastings and Lin- 
coln Traffic Depart- 
ment? She is now 
located at Fort Lewis, 
Washington as an op- 
erator. This picture 
appeared recently in 
the Fort Lewis publi- 
cation and Melanise 
obligingly sent it to 
us. The hospital re- 
rently installed tele- 
phone service for its 
patients and Sst. 
Howard Byrum seems 
to be thoroughly en- 
joying his visit with 
his wife. The officer 
is Lt. Col. Paul Sharp. 


some time in Polk County trimming trees 
and spinning cable. ...C. J. Olson, area 


the same time on her vacation from Hast- 
ings where she is taking Cadet Nurses’ 


Esther? Sterling Lusk had the misfortune of getting the LPY sata manager and his daughter, Mrs. Harold training. ... “Shrimp” Whitney says he is 
South District ‘ alg oan lait vacation started “swells” on one side and, not knowing St ee page ie te oo R. E. padre re oraee home. the latter part still getting his share of the fish ar 
outnern WIS uly . Helen Wehmer started her vaca- : sitea our exchange recently. 7 of August after spending two weeks visit- t lai bout his luck... . Area 

the symptoms of the disease, reported for Margaret Bethscheider, chief operator, & can’t complain abou u re 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


Beatrice 


tion August 21. 
Table Rock 


work. While on duty, the other side of her 
face began to look rather suspicious and, 


made a trip to Lincoln during her vaca- 
tion and spent the rest of the time at 


ing relatives in Bremerton, Washington. 
sae Grace Harrison spent a week of her 
vacation in August visiting relatives in 


Manager Frank Kubat participated in the 
Fall Opening Tournament at the _ local 
golf course. ... Lois McDowell is spend- 


: , Iti : - : ; 
Vacations are still going strong again Pearl Freeman returned to work July te Se Hae he “ice nose ae ne home. . . . Barbara Willmore, having re- Tabor, Iowa. ing some time in Oregon. Frances 
this month. Gertrude Ames spent a pleas- 31 after enjoying a two-weeks vacation, - ; covered from an operation, has returned Sarchet t into Omaha for isit witl 
é worst things about having mumps at that ; ‘ Polk arener went imo wana 20r 2. Visiy ‘With 
. . Pearl Wright left August 1 to spend to our switchboard. .. . Juanita Kvasnicka her sister for a couple of days during 


ant vacation at Humboldt with friends and 
relatives. ... Mrs. Sharp started her vaca- 
tion by falling and spraining her ankle. 
She was not stopped, though, by the acci- 
dent and is now visiting in Omaha and 
Auburn. ... Mrs. Stanley is spending her 


a couple of weeks in Texas. 


Tecumseh : 


Goldie Thompson returned to work July 
24 after spending her vacation in Omaha 


time, according to Wynona. was the fact 
that she missed the campaign party held 
at Geneva. 
Geneva 
We Geneva people are still talking 


is spending her vacation at Garden City, 
Kansas. . . . Delores Moell is a newcomer 
to our switchboard, and Betty Nacke has 
returned to us. ... Bernell Sinn has re- 
signed to move to Washington with her 


Clara Anderson enjoyed a week of her 
vacation beginning August 24, and spent 
the time with relatives on a farm near 
Polk. 


Shelby 


August. ... Frances Harmon, chief oper- 
ator, has been helping out in the Hastings 
Traffic Department. Miss Metcalf 
visited the Superior Exchange recently. 

. . Frances Stuck accomplished the task 


vacation in Tecumseh—Dorothy Whitehead visiting her daughter and in Iowa visitin parents. .. . Donna Helget and Rose Mary meer 
has returned from a week in Denver. . a sister. . Clara Costello started her Leased eles ach ere fey aa ar Pin McGregor have resigned to enroll in the Grace Lux enjoyed her vacation the lat- eae g ager sie alas comfortably situ- 
Phyllis Seckman returned to work July 27 vacation July 24... : Elvin Wait was con- pened Gut the details are elsewhere in college at Salina, Kansas. ... The position ter part of August, making a trip to the . 
after a three-week illness. . . . Wilma fined to his bed with the mumps for a Fite denies Ria alt ielicie fareet once of janitress was taken over by Frances western part of the state and spending the Sutton 
Grupe has been transferred to Hastings week. . . . Edna Ragon spent July 29 in in eavhile.. wwe ail Pie but ee at Geraldine Nacke. remaining days of her two weeks at Ruth Schneider, a former operator, is 
temporarily. . . . We welcome to our of- Lincoln. . . . Hazel Nichols has been trans- Seale eee ee ea ene ; home. «. . Mayme Carroll enjoyed a visit helping out in the traffic department. . 

eak out of church, (which is bad Ohiowa the first part of August with her son, P ‘as 


fice force Elizabeth Cass, Ruth Messler, 
and Phyllis Maw, and we say good-bye to 
Edith Franz, who is going to school in 
Lincoln, and Birdene Garrison, who will 
make her home in Arizona. 


Burchard 


Minnie Herron was in Pawnee City 
August 6. . . . Hattie Wilcox’s niece, Mrs. 
Bocek, of Geneva visited her. 


Cook 


Ida Townsend’s sister arrived August 17 
and spent a week with her. . . . Marvine 
Straube visited Laverne Beasterfeld. 


ferred to the Lincoln office as toll in- 
Structor in the Traffic Department after 
serving as chief operator at the Tecumseh 
office for the past eight years. Edna Ragon 
has been appointed chief operator to 
succeed Mrs. Nichols. Also regarding 
Edna: She started her vacation August 6. 
ee Clara Costello returned to work 
August 7... . Hilda Ramsey spent August 
19 in Lincoln. . . . Goldie Thompson en- 


tertained her brother-in-law, James How- 
ard, and his daughter, Mrs. Jack Clark 
the weekend of August 12. ... Jerrie 
Murphy spent the weekend of August 12 
Elvin Wait started his 


in Omaha. 


enough) forget your hat, and then have to 
tiptoe back in after it, well, that’s too 
much. We just couldn’t excuse Reno Weis 
for that. It seems operations are 
catching in the Geneva Traffic Depart- 
ment. Two operators, Maxine Franzen and 
Phyllis Otte, were victims of appendicitis 
this month. . . . Erma Dixon took the last 
week of her vacation and went to Lincoln 
to visit her sister. . Helen Hillyer is 
vacationing in Central City. . . . Winona 
Bobbitt, toll instructor, is going around in 
circles trying to teach Jean Eggert the 
fundamentals of toll. As I sit and 
watch the operators go in and out. I see 
two new faces, namely, Thelma Hirsch- 
back and Marjorie Sims. ... Ardeen Hof- 
ferber and Norma Lee Fisher are back 
pushing plugs after vacationing in Chicago 
and other parts of Illinois. . LaVerne 
Langetieg rejoined us after having spent 
some time on the farm helping her father 
while her mother is visiting in California. 
. Winona Bobbitt and Phyllis Fellows 
spent August 18 in York. They visited 
Phyllis Otte at the Lutheran Hospital. 


Hastings 


It seems to be vacation time again. 
Among the recent vacationers was Alma 
Herzog, who just recently returned after 
having spent two weeks in Newport, 
Rhode Island with her husband. ... An- 
other vacationer is ‘“Bee’’ Rohrer, who 
is dividing her time between Holdrege and 


Hazel Drummond is vacationing from 
her duties at the Ohiowa switchboard. 


Osceola 


The employees of the Osceola Area en- 
tertained on July 25 at a picnic supper at 
the Osceola Park in honor of Y. 1/c. Darrel 
Williams, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Wil- 
liams of Stromsburg. About twent-five 
employees were present to enjoy a supper 
of chicken and watermelon. ... George 
Hansen and his gang have been spending 


Charles, and his wife at Omaha. ‘ 
We've heard tell of some big fish stories, 
but the one going the rounds up here is 
a little bigger than usual. However, from 
the reports received this story is true no 
matter how “fishy” it sounds. Thrasilla 
Alt and two friends returned home re- 
cently with 119 fish as the result of a day’s 
outing. They aren’t boasting of the real 
big ones they caught, but say they all 
made good tasty eating. Evidently there 
are more prospects to be hooked, as they 
aren’t divulging the where- 
abouts of their fisherman’s 
paradise. 
Shickley 

Mildred Ratzloff of Wa- 
hoo was a recent visitor at 
the Shickley Exchange... . 
Margaret Morgan’s son, 
Richard, has been released 
from the Orthopedic Hos- 
pital in Lincoln where he 
has been confined since 
July 9. 


Stromsburg 

Irene Lund returned home 
August 16 from a two-weeks 
vacation spent with rela- 
tives at North Platte, Chey- 
enne, and Laramie. ; 
Edith Mattson, chief oper- 
ator, vacationed at home 
for two weeks beginning 


Jant to go for a swim? The rain fell and 
water not only came up to the building 
but succeeded in coming in. Excitement 
plus! ... Perry Caldwell of Clay Center 
and Iris Barbee, caShier at Sutton, have 
returned from their vacations. Both spent 
considerable time with members of the 
U. S. Navy on leave from Farragut, Idaho. 


York 


Maxine Meradith and Ruth Swanson 
are celebrating the completion of the di- 
rectory by spending a weekend in Lincoln. 
“The Boss’’, Lela Watson and Mrs. Gar- 
lock are going along to see that they be- 
have themselves. ... Marion Boyle is back 
to work after spending her vacation in 
Wyoming. Whenever Sheridan is men- 
tioned, she says, “Oh, that town!” and has 
made up her mind to go back in the 
near future. ...A Surprise party was held 
to celebrate Hattie Marquardt’s comple- 
tion of 25 years with the Company and to 
welcome the new manager, Claude Helm. 
Ice cream, cake, and coffee were served. 
Gladys Lisk, former assistant chief oper- 
ator, sent a large bouquet of flowers for 
the occasion. You should have seen 
Hattie’s face when she came downstairs. 

. . New students on local are Beth Bair 
and Ruth Kaeding; on toll, Marie Welge 
and Margaret Laird. ... Edna Pflughaupt, 
chief operator, waited until after she had 
worked a week in Hastings to take the 
rest of her vacation. . . . Geoline Luebbe 


ae ... Jim Dudgeon took one week August 21. . Josephine % 
of his vacation and just took life easy at Anderson returned to work has completed her supervisory training. 
home. . . . During the vacations Mar- August 21 after two weeks . Margery Mapes is taking life easy 


guerite Skaryd has been helping out. . 
Mary Ann Swanson has been on the sick 


Spent in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. | 


in Aurora for two weeks. ... With all this 
chilly weather, the girls have hauled out 


These pictures may be captioned ‘’From the Ridiculous to the Subline,” or, ‘Don't Ride 
Horses as a Hobby.” K. B. Cary, Central District Commercial Manager, proves that it js : pal 
much safer to sit at a desk than on a trick hobby horse. The picture at left was snapped dering, Mary, if it was your weekend visit 
some time ago at a Lincoln Business Office Christmas party. To show how times change, to Nelson that caused this? .. . Since no 
all of the spectators are now located elsewhere. They are, left to right, Lloyd Cleveland, news appeared from our traffic depart- 

Howard Spahnle, Lois Tucker, Harriet Ellis, Al Ager, and Waldo McDowell. ment in the last issue, some of these items 
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their winter clothes. There have been re- 
marks on better ways of keeping warm. 

. . Alex Pauley went to Denver on his 
vacation. 


list the latter part of August. We’re won- ene es Superior 
tS F Bert Kline stayed in town 
“Certainly it’s essential! I want a telephone to make dates and Bring his vacation. His 
get married and have children with!” Caughter Berta, was home at 
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WHO TRIED TO NW, 
AND ATHEBRON A NEW diester a e 
THE GENEVA WAR BOND 
roKIPPER BURGE SENT IN AN“LT,310°  QFERATOR DONNA HELGET, | | papry- AND WAS MET 
PLACING A COMMERCIAL CLERK AT OTEET Co Cn WITH THUNDEROUS 
WILBER ON NE OAS [Ga so 4 MAKES DONNA THE APPLAUSE WHENEVER HE OPENED HIS MOUTH . 
UNEESS THERE 15 SOME MISTAKE YOUNGEST EMPLOYEE | | -T00 BAD.TO0,FOR MANY OF THOSE PRESENT ARE STILL 
OUR NEW CLERK 1S ONLY SIX YEARS OLb! = ON RECORD. CURIOUS AS TO WHAT CHARLIE. WANTED 10 SAY . 
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ONE ALL BLACK AND ONE 
ALL WHITE — THESE. AINT 
THE PICTURES | TOOK - 
| IT'S SABOTAGE ! 
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J.L LYNE, OF THE Jt. | \ sag | 
ENGINEERING DEPT. dG AU ee ee 


| ae en rs 
INE To SO WAICH J'S'GRA HAM" AND OBLIGING ED DULIN REMOVING PAINT 


TS FROM THE PRECIOUS NYLONS (2) 
ITS BULGING CARGO TAKE OFF FOR HOME. a ; SASSEEL i SCTRESS . 


J.5. JACKSON WAS THROWN FOR A BIC 
LOSS WHEN HE SAW THE FILMS OF HIS 
FIRST ATTEMPT TO USE THE COMPANY’S 

"SPEED GRAPHICCAMERA AT HUMBOLDT RECENTLY . 


—_——__ 


OPERATOR, RING THAT NUMBER ONCE 
MORE — DAD RAT IT — THERE 
GOES MEHURON'S ‘PHONE AGAIN / 


YMORE ARE GRADUALLY 
GETTING THEIR NERVES CALMED DOWN 
AFTER THE RECENT EARTHQUAKE 
SCARE CAUSED BY BIG ROY MILLS’ 
FALL OUT OF HIS CHAIR . 


JOHN “SONNY" 
BACKSTROM, PIONEER 
AND OLD SETTLER, 15 
TRYING HARD TO LivE 
DOWN A RECENT 
ADVENTURE WITH A 
TOUGH DOORMAN WHO 
DIDN'T THINK JOHN 
WAS TWENTY- ONE, 


THE HOMECOMING OF TWO 
YORK BUSINESS OFFICE GIRLS, 
RUTH SWANSON AND MAXINE MEREDITH , 
WHO’ DCLLED ALL UP" AND WENT 
JO SEE THE CIRCUS~AND GOT CAUGHT 
IN A CLOUDBURST ON THE WAY HOME. 
THEY MADE THE LAST FEW 

BLOCKS BAREFOOTED. 


ITS THE TRUTH, SO HELP ME - CLAUDE HELM WAS TRYING 
To REACH GEORGE MEHURON AND THOUGHT HE WAS RINGING 
GEORGES HOME BUT WAS ACTUALLY GIVING THE NUMBER OF 
MEHURON'S PHONE IN THE NEXT ROOM — SO- EVERY TIME 
IT WOULD RING, CLAUDE WOULD HANG UP AND RUSH IN 
TO ANSWER IT— AND HE GOT PLENTY MAD AT TilAT GUY WHO 


KEPT ON CALLING BUT WOULDN'T WAIT FOR AN ANSWER 


Extends His Appreciation 
to 


For loyal. and patriotic serbices rendered the Signal Corps af 
the Army of the United Stutes in the acconmlishment of its vital 


“utission during a pertod of national emergency. 


Attest: i ‘s 


Chis acknofuledgment of your distinguished contribution in frther- 
ance of x future frorld at peace fill be inscribed foreher in the «unas 
af the Signal Corps. 


ssued at the City of Washington, this 


, in the vear of ovr £ 


Colonel, Signal Corps 
Executine 


Reg. No. SA 


-- 


A reproduction of the Certificate of Appreciation. 


UR Company was the recipient 

of the highest honor bestowed by 
the United States Signal Corps to 
telephone companies when a Cer- 
tificate of Appreciation was pre- 
sented on behalf of Major General 
H. C. Ingles, Chief Signal Officer 
of the Army, by Colonel Richard 
T. Schlosberg, Signal Officer of the 
Seventh Service Command at Omaha, 
at a ceremony held at the Cornhusk- 
er Hotel in Lincoln on September 20. 
The attendance of 300 was composed 
of employees and officials of the 
Company together with officers of 
the Army and other distinguished 
guests. 


The presentation was made by 
Colonel Schlosberg to John H. Agee, 
vice-president and general manager, 
who accepted the award on behalf 
of the Company and its employees. 
H. F. McCulla, general commercial 
superintendent, acted as master of 


Major General, 
Chief Signal Officer. 


ceremonies during the 
brief program. Dis- 
tinguished guesis 


Ehe Lincoln Eelephone and Gelegraph Eo. LG wad wc 


Greenamyre, — secre- 
tary to Governor 
Dwight Griswold, 
who represented the 
Governor in his ab- 
sence because of ill- 
ness, and Brigadier 
General Guy N. 
Henninger, state di- 
rector of selective 
service, extended 
greetings from their 
respective offices. 
The presentation 
then took place fol- 
lowing which the as- 
sembly closed the 
program by singing 
‘God Bless America” 
to a plano accompa- 
niment by Mrs. 
George Barney. 


Colonel Schlosberg’s remarks in 
presenting the Certificate were as 
follows: 


“Major General H. C. Ingles, the 
Chief Signal Officer of the Army, 
has designated me to present to you 
today ‘a certificate of appreciation 
for meritorious service rendered the 


The Signal Corps 


Honors Our Company 


Signal Corps above and beyond the 
requirements of duty or contract.’ 


“T hope that you feel as proud to 
1eceive this award as I do to pre- 
sent it. The particular war job of 
The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company has been to help the 
Signal Corps provide communica- 
tions throughout the territory served 


Copies of the Certificate of Apprecia- 
jion will be available to all employees 
who wish them. Address your requests 
to Guy O. Seaton, Personnel Director, 
Room 206, in care of the Company at 
Lincoln. 


by your Company. The job that 
you have done to accomplish this is 
so outstanding and has been so fruit- 
ful of results, that every employee 
of the Company should take pride 
in his accomplishment. The instal- 
lation, operation, and maintenance 
of the facilities which enable the 
Army to clothe, feed, equip, train, 
and transport the great number of 
troops that have been inducted and 
trained within the territory served 
by your Company, was only possible 
through the combined efforts of 
everybody working as a well inte- 
grated team. You contributed not 
only of your time, but your careful 
thought, your engineering skill, and 
your wise administrative decisions. 


“You were also asked to recruit atf- 


Mr. Agee poses with the distinguished guests. 


Left to right: Commander P. H. Quinby 


and Lt. Col. H. R. Turner of the State Selective Service; Lt. Albert Endres, Cant. E. O. 
Day, Capt. John Laird and Major A. J. Walsh, Base Signal Officers of the Fairmont, 
Bruning, Harvard and Lincoln Air Fields, respectively; Lt. Col. Frank O’Connell and 
Major Trev Gillaspie of the State Selective Service; Colonel Richard T. Schlosberg, 
Signal Officer of the Seventh Service Command; Brig. Gen. Guy N. Henninger, State 
Director of Selective Service; Capt. Jackson B. Chase and Lt. Col..W. E. McConnaughey 
of the State Selective Service; Colonel C. D. McAllister, Commanding Officer of the 
Bruning Army Air Field; Colonel W. P. Rawles, Commanding Officer of the Nebraska 
Ordnance Plant at Mead; Mr. Agee; Walter White, Publisher of the Lincoln Star and 
President of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and Jack Greenamyre, Secretary to 
Governor Dwight Griswold. 


filiated technical personnel for the 
Signal Corps in order that our com- 
munications throughout the world 
could be made effective. In doing 
this, it was necessary for you to re- 
lease many of your best qualified 
personnel, and for the rest of you 
to carry their load, while they con- 
tributed their services to provide the 
communications for our new instal- 
lations and armies in the field 
throughout the world. The certifi- 
cate which I am presenting to you 
today evidences the care and thor- 
oughness with which you made the 
selection of this affiliated personnel 
at a time when their services were so 
sorely needed by you within the ter- 
ritory which you serve. That you 
did take this care in selection is not 
surprising, because such is the habit 
of telephone people when called 
upon to get a job done. The Chief 
Signal Officer is well aware of the 
many adjustments which you had to 
make in order to free this personnel 
for the expansion of Signal Corps 
activities, and of the additional load 
of great responsibility that was 
placed on those who were left be- 


hind. 

“Mr. Agee, in presenting this cer- 
tificate to you, I do so as the repre- 
sentative of the Chief Signal Officer. 


General view of the assembly which gathered to witness the ceremony which was held 
at the Cornhusker Hotel Ballroom in Lincoln. The picture was taken during the intro- 
duction of distinguished guests. H. F. McCulla, Master of Ceremonies, is at the rostrum. 


I also bring to you the congratula- 
tions of Major General C. H. Daniel- 
son, the Commanding General of the 
Seventh Service Command, and the 
congratulations of all of the rest of 
us with whom you have worked with 
complete cooperation and great un- 
derstanding through these many 
months.” 


In accepting the Certificate, Mr. 
Agee responded as follows: 


“In the absence of our President, 


Mr. Frank H. Woods, it becomes my 


On behalf of Major General H. C. Ingles, Chief Signal Officer of the Army of the United 
States, Colonel Richard T. Schlosberg, Signal Officer of the Seventh Service Command 
at Omaha, presents the Certificate of Appreciation to John H. Agee, Vice President and 
General Manager, who accepts the award on behalf of our Company and its employees. 
In the background, left to right, are Jack Greenamyre, Secretary to Governor Dwight 
Griswold; Brig. Gen. Guy N. Henninger, State Director of Selective Service and Col. 
W. P. Rawles, Commanding Officer of the Nebraska Ordnance Plant. Out of camera 
range on the stage were Col. C. D. McAllister, Commanding Officer of the Bruning 
Army Air Field; W. W. Putney, a member of our Company’s Board of Directors, and 
H. F. McCulla, General Commercial Superintendent and Master of Ceremonies for the 
occasion. 


pleasure and privilege today to ac- 
cept on behalf of The Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company this 
Certificate of Appreciation from 
Major General H. C. Ingles, Chief 
Signal Officer of the Army of the 
United States. 


“I gladly acknowledge the grati- 
tude of our officers and directors, 
our 1,200 active employees, and the 
124 employees who are now on leave 
of absence in the services of the 
armed forces of our country. 


‘Even prior to Pearl Harbor, our 
employees were devoting their time 
faithfully and loyally to increasing 
the Company’s facilities for provid- 
ing communication service essential 
then to war production and war 
preparation. Immediately following 
the attack upon Pearl Harbor the 
men in our Plant Department gave 
time and attention to the prepara- 
tion for Signal Corps work which we 
realized would be needed. A num- 
ber of our men, well qualified by 
experience and knowledge, immedi- 
ately volunteered to organize an af- 
filiated unit, the services of which 
were at once accepted by the Signal 
Corps. That was in the spring of 
1942. Since that time every depart- 
ment — Commercial, Accounting, 
Engineering, Traffic and Plant, has 
industriously applied itself to the 
fullest extent in carrying forward 

(Continued on page 10) 
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BONNIE B. HARRINGTON left the 
Hastings traffic department on September 
16 to begin her career as a member of the 
Women’s Army Corps. Bonnie becomes 
the sixth WAC employee and her enlist- 
ment brings the number of employees in 
the services to 125. 

There has been a considerable amount 
of shifting in location of our employee 
servicemen during the past month. Late 
word from LT. BILL MORRIS finds him 
in England as signal officer, apparently 
at one of the air fields. A change of ad- 
dress for BILL QUINN, a sergeant in the 
infantry, smacks unmistakably of an over- 
seas trip. Pvt. LLOYD VOTER, of the 
Hastings Plant department has been given 
an APO number from the San Francisco 
postmaster, so he, too, is in all probability 
now on his way to the Western Theater. 
Pfc. MOREANE ALLDRITT, David City 
traffic, moves again this month and is 
now at Napier Field, Dothan, Alabama. 
OTTO BUCK, EM 2/C has been trans- 
ferred from San Diego to Tiburon, Cali- 
fornia, a floating dry-dock training center. 

Recently assigned to shipboard service 
are BURDETTE DENSBERGER, F 1/C, 
and ROBERT R. NELSON, § 1/C, of 
the U.S.N.R. Both are former ground- 
men of the construction department. 
Burdette is somewhere in the Atlantic in a 
landing ship-tank while Bob is reported 
to have touched Hawaii in his journey 
over the Pacific. 

HOWARD STROUP, so far as we 
know, was the only one of our army per- 
sonnel involved in the invasion of South- 
ern France. Corporal Howard has been 
overseas for more than a year, having 
spent most of his sojourn in North Africa 
and Italy. He is still attached to the 
field artillery observation section. 

Cpl. LAVELLE GILES has left the 


Lincoln air field and is now in Sioux City. 


SERVICE STARS 


BY JOE HARTLEY 


| 


125 
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Pvt. TOM ROLLER has been moved 
from Camp Roberts, California to Fort 
Robinson, Arkansas. Cpl. GENE GEM- 
MELL is now at home in Camp Polk, 


Louisiana. 


A letter from Pfc. HAROLD BRADY 
was circulating among his old friends dur- 
ing the month, and all agreed that the 
event was all too rare. We had high hopes 
that Harold would prove to be a much 
more prolific writer and that the pages of 
the “News” would profit thereby. In spite 
of the long delay, the letter was a gem 
of the first water, though there was some 
evidence that Harold had read the letter 
over before sending it, which of course 
stripped it of much of its pristine charm. 
Harold has also changed locations and is 
at present at Fort Lewis, Washington as 
a member of the combat engineers. 

After several months as a resident of 
the Gilbert and Marshall Island Groups, 
BOB STALL has returned home on leave 
while recuperating from an attack of 
“dinge’”’ fever. Bob, who was no mean 
“horse-trader’ while a_ civilian, really 


Left: Charles McClure, Jr., who hails 
from York, is with the Pacific Fleet as a 
Storekeeper 3/c, Material Division of the 
Staff Command Force. Charles was a 
groundman with the Construction De- 
partment until his entry into the service 
in April, 1943. Handsome rascal, isn’t he? 


Right: Bert Huddleston, Lincoln store- 
keeper, is mighty proud of his son, ‘Bill’ 
(officially listed on Marine records as 
W. R. Huddleston), which, of course, is 
not surprising. ‘’Bill’’ was employed as a 
cable splicer’s helper in the Construction 
Department until his entry into service 
with the Marines in November, 1942. He 
has seen service on Roi Island in the 
Marshalls and other points in the Pacific 
and is stationed at present at Cherry 
Point, North Carolina. 
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went to town while on Tarawa. By mak- 
ing a present to a native belle of an old 
flashlight and keeping it supplied with 
batteries and bulbs, he received in return 
a complete and spotless laundry service 
for the duration of his stay. Bob suf- 
fered a relapse from the fever while at 
home in Bennet, and as this is written, is 
confined to the hospital at the Lincoln 
Army Air Field, where late reports assure 
us that his recovery will be rapid. 


On September eighth, W. BOYD 
IMLER graduated from the Advanced 
Flying School at Ellington Field, Texas, 
receiving his silver wings and the bars of 
second lieutenant. The “News” wishes ¢o 
extend congratulations to the new lieuten- 
ant, particularly in view of the long, hard 
battle Boyd has had in his two years of 
army life in realizing his ambition to be a 
pilot. At first assigned as a crewman of 
an M-7 tank and later as candidate for 
officers’ training, Boyd never ceased in 
working toward a chance to become an 
aviation cadet. His opportunity arrived 
in June of last year and since that iime 
he has been one of our most enthusiastic 
trainees. Boyd visited with friends at the 
warehouse while on leave following his 
graduation. 


A thrill that, thus far, has come to few 
American soldiers was experienced by 
Lt. GEORGE HANSON, who was al- 
lowed to spend a 24 hour leave in Paris. 
George and his party were not slow in 
learning that when they would pause 
to ask directions a crowd would gather, 
sometimes stopping traffic, and that many 
of the younger and more emotional ma- 
demoiselles would line up and give each 
American a grateful kiss. This part of the 
program was not enjoyed by George (it 
says that right here that’s what the 
man said!) who claims he would much 


rather have spent the time secing the 
Louvre and stuff like that. 


This series of snapshots was selected from the voluminous and very interesting photo album which T/Sat. 
Kenneth Boshart brought back from his sojourn in Australia where he was connected with a General 
Hospital Unit. He enjoyed a thirty day furlough visiting in the home town of Milford and with friends in 


Lincoln after having been in the service since March, 1942. 


At left he is shown at work at his desk at the 


Hospital. This unusual construction fascinated Ken so he took this picture of it. He never before had 


seen a cross arm attached to a cross arm. 
little animal in the next picture is not a. kangaroo,believe it or not. 


The Australians use 14 gauge iron wire to a large extent. The 
It is a wallaby, much smaller than 


the kangaroo but similar in appearance and habits, and very numerous in Australia. At right Ken poses 


in front of the tent that was ‘“"Home, Sweet Home” to him for many months. 


fortable, though, he says. 


They were really quite com- 


Pvt. CECIL SMALLEY has migrated 
from North Fort Lewis, Washington to 
Camp Beale, California, and is loud in his 
condemnation of the California weather, 
all propaganda to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Howard Smith, of the Lincoln service 
department has received word that his son 
DON D. SMITH, of the construction de- 
partment is confined in a hospital in the 
Western Pacific. Don is a member of the 
Second Marine Division and was in ac- 
tion on Saipan. The extent or nature of 
Don's ailment is not known. 

T/Sgt. GEORGE WASSON, who ar- 
rived in France on D plus 1, has rejoined 
his company after his special assignment 
and since that time, so he writes, “I’ve 
done nothing but string Spiral-4 rubber 
cable trying to catch up with headquarters, 
who are moving about twenty miles in 
one night.” George has been in many of 
the towns headlined in the news of the 
early invasion days and once was in ahead 
of the infantry without knowing it. At 
the time of writing his letter, George was 
living in an orchard, well hidden from the 
air and ground, but the rain was fall- 
ing and it was having little difficulty in 
finding the troops. 

The “News” staff and the Ryan family 


are combining their efforts to convince 


Pvt. TYLER RYAN that he should sit for 


a portrait for publication. So far the 
argument has been all in favor of the 
soldier at Camp Crowder whose natural 
shyness revolts at the thought of such fol 
de-rol. 


Genevieve Griffin, former assistant 
chief operator at David City, holds the 
distinction of being the first L. T. and T. 
WAC to go overseas. She entered the 
service in June, 1943, and claims Lincoln 
as her home town. The details of her 
recent crossing from England to France 
appear in these pages. 


Pfc. GENEVIEVE GRIFFIN has ar- 
rived in France and a quotation from her 
letter, after a first wide-eyed look around 
her, is very much in order. “I'll never 
be able to understand these French peo- 
ple. In England I could at least make out 
the most of what they were saying... . 
but these French! I know two words, 
‘yes’ and ‘no’—so I guess as long as I 
can either agree or disagree Ill manage. 
The switchboard is a tiny, beautiful toy to 
me and I just love to work it. We had 
an old English relic to struggle with be- 
fore, but now it’s just like playing a game. 
Tomorrow we start a full schedule and 
that means we will have to replace the 
men once again. I'll be glad, for they 
make me nervous standing around and 
watching me work. Maybe I’m cranky 
but they razz the life out of us about an- 
swering a signal before it even comes on 
the board.” 

DICK GRANT, Ph M 3/C, has taken 
up his new assignment in St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital, Washington, D. C. and is work- 
ing with mental cases. Dick finds the 
work very depressing at times although he 
is loud in his praise of Washington and 


its treatment of servicemen. Tickets are 
free to any theater, stage play, concert, 
dance, ball game or nearly any other form 
of entertainment. 

Home on leave during the month were 
Lt. FLOYD HENSON, late of Rosewell, 
New Mexico and Lt. ART HOLCOMB, 
from “deep down south” in Mississippi. 
Floyd is expecting to receive a combat as- 
signment in the near future. 

Cpl. LLOYD CLEVELAND tells of a 
visit to an ancient slave-traders’ castle on 
the African Gold Coast. The castle or 
fort was erected during the thriving days 
of slave recruiting and was designed to 
hide and to hold their human wares 
pending their being loaded as cargo on 
a slave ship. It was built to resist attack 
from natives bent on rescuing their rela- 
tives and countrymen in the hands of the 
traders. The various instruments of tor- 
ture and escape tunnels leading to the sea 
below were a source of awe to the bug- 
eyed Cleveland. 

A nice promotion for JACK 
KUCHERA to EM 2/C brings him a po- 
sition comparable to switchroom foreman 
of one of the Naval automatic telephone 
exchanges in Hawaii. 

In a letter from WALTER WILL- 
COXON, who doesn’t care much for the 
New Guinea gayer set, he earnestly so- 
licits portraits and letters from members 
of the telephone organization who are 
under thirty and blonde. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


VERN O. AMICK, Pvt. to Pfc. 

K. L. GHRISTENSEN, S$ 2/C to 
HA 1/C. 

BURDETTE DENSBERGER, F 2/C 
to F i/CG: 

BOYD IMLER, A/C to 2nd Lt. 

JACK KUCHERA, EM 3/C to EM 
1/G: 


DON D. SMITH, Pte. to Cpl. 


Minnie Allen, Florence Jatman 


THE PIONEER PICNIC 


This group of picnickers visit and relax at the tables following the “family basket” 
supper. A picture of the entire gathering was taken but the negative was spoiled in 
the process of development. 


] EMBERS of the Frank H. 

Woods Chapter of the Inde- 
pendent Pioneer Telephone Associa- 
tion enjoyed a most pleasant outing 
on September 17 at the “Family” 
Picnic held at Peter Pan Park in Lin- 
coln. The occasion attracted an at- 
tendance of eighty-five which in- 
cluded members of the Association 
and their families. 

The affair was the first of four 
functions planned for the coming 
year by the Social Committee of 
which Guy O. Seaton is chairman. 
The others will include motion pic- 
ture showings, a winter party and a 
spring banquet. 

A hefty pat on the back goes to 
John Backstrom and George Wal- 


roth of Lincoln who arranged and di- 
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rected the program of games and 
contests for the afternoon. Events 
were staged for all comers, young 
and otherwise, and everyone who 
participated had a good time. War 
Stamps were given to the first, sec- 
ond and third place winners in each 
contest. 

The first event was quite unique. 
With some misgivings, all of the 
men took off their shoes and 
placed them in a pile. They then 
raced twenty-five yards, found their 
respective foot wear, and_ raced 
back. Roy Brendle, Ot Gorman and 
Alex Geist were the winners. In 
the same event for boys Jack Geist, 
Jim Irmer and Larry Irmer came 
out on top, and in the girls’ race the 
best three were Joan Hartley, Mary 
Tatman and Nancy Irmer. 
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and Mrs. Joe Hartley, (it’s nice to 
know there is at least one athlete 
in the family), won the honors in 
the next contest which called for the 
pitching of a ball to a marker, the 
closest pitch winning. 

In the ladies’ shoe kicking contest, 
in which the ladies loosened their 
shoes, as well as their dignity, to see 
who could kick them out to the fur- 
therest distance, Ann Stebbings 
definitely was the heroine, although 
she didn’t win any prize. However, 
she brought down thunderous ap- 
plause when her mighty swing 
propelled her dainty wedgie back- 
ward over her head to a much great- 
er yardage than any of the orthodox 
forward efforts. Louise Hale, 
Kathryn Rood and Margaret Stacy 
walked off with the War Stamps. 

Deke Simpson, Roy Brendle and 
Ralph Stebbings stole the show in 
the ball throwing contest, and in the 
two 50 yard dash races Mary Tat- 
man, Joan Hartley and Sally Steb-- 
bings were the girl champs and Jim 
Irmer, Jack Geist and Larry Irmer 
copped the boys’ honors. 

Two “crazy bat” races in which 
the contestants whirled around laths 
until thoroughly dizzy (Stebbings 
still looked normal) and then made 
devious and meandering dashes for 
a goal provoked much amusement. 


(Continued on page 8) 
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“Spirit of Service’ Displayed 
By Hastings Traffic Girls 
Following Explosion 


Minnie Metcalf reports “on the scene” account of emergency 


HE terrific blast which rocked the 

Hastings Naval Ammunition 
Depot on September 15 also had its 
repercussions in the telephone office 
where an emergency condition im- 
mediately was created in handling 
the great flood of spontaneous calls, 
both local and long distance. 

The disaster, which resulted from 
the igniting of a box car loaded with 
high explosive ammunition, killed 
three and injured 21 and ripped a 
huge cavity in the ground 550 feet 
long, 220 feet wide and from 25 to 
50 feet in depth. Windows were 
shattered to a distance of 100 miles 
from the scene of the blast, and 
great damage resulted in Hastings 
and surrounding towns. 

The morale and spirit of the Has- 
tings traffic force in meeting the 
emergency were superb according to 
C. C. Donely, general traffic super- 
intendent, who commented as fol- 
lows: 

“The Hastings operating force, 
those on duty and those who hur- 
ried to the office following the ex- 
plosion, veterans and _ youngsters 
alike, handled a difficult and ex- 
tremely important task in an excel- 
lent manner. They were fortunate 
in having the assistance of Traveling 
Instructors Miss Seymour, Miss 
Markuson and Miss Metcalf; Assist- 
ant Chief Operators Miss Stewart 
and Miss Grupe of David City and 
Beatrice respectively, who were all 
at the Hastings Exchange at the 
time.” 

Mr. Donley also expressed his 
commendations in a letter addressed 
to District Manager L. P. Young in 
the following manner: 

‘“T should like to have you convey 
the following to the Operating peo- 
ple of the Hastings office: 

“Mr. Agee joins me in saying to 


you responded much beyond the call 
of ordinary duty in meeting the 
communication requirements essen- 
tial to the welfare of your commun- 
ity and your nation occasioned by 
the explosion of September 15 at 
the Hastings Naval Ammunition 
Depot. 

“Every member of our Company 
is grateful to you and takes pride in 
your performance.” 

Minnie Metcalf, traveling instruc- 
tor, who assisted in the Hastings 
operating room following the explo- 
sion gives us this graphic and ex- 
ceedingly well-phrased account for 
which we are deeply grateful: 

“The Hastings Traffic Depart- 
ment experienced an_ extremely 
heavy local and toll load following 
the explosion at the Hastings Naval 
Ammunition Depot. 

“From a mechanical count of con- 
nections established, it is estimated 
that approximately 40,000 calls were 
answered by local operators, while 
over twice the usual number of toll 

(Continued on page 9) 


Here and There 
RANK KUBAT, area manager at 


Superior, recently attended a golf 
tournament at Smith Center, Kansas 
and walked off with the top honors 
in his flight, according to an item in 
the Superior papers. Frank is one 
of our most rabid golf enthusiasts. 


Ralph Connors, Nebraska City 
wire chief, broke into print twice in 
recent editions of the News Press. 
He was appointed Chairman of 
Sports Activities for the Nebraska 
Junior Chamber of Commerce in 
which he will head a committee di- 
recting a state-wide program of 
JayCee, sports. He also submitted 
three questions which were featured 
in the popular NBC program “Infor- 
mation Please” in a September 
broadcast. Yes, the ‘‘experts” 
knocked them all for a loop. 


Joe Miller, former commercial 
representative in the Lincoln Busi- 
ness Office, was appointed secre- 
tary of the Lincoln Junior Chamber 
of Commerce according to an an- 
nouncement on September 9. 


Ken (Old 191) Lawson has man- 
aged to lower his bowling average 
from an ethereal 191, set the first 
night of the season, to a more civil- 
ized 170, although he claims it was 
pretty tough. The other members 
of the General Commercial team are 
greatly relieved. 


Our General Commercial Superintendent Says— 


HE fulfilling of our obligations as an essential industry during war 
- time calls for extraordinary endeavor. We are confronted with re- 


strictions of service and shortages of equipment 
which both complicate our operations and annoy 
our customers. The situation, however, presents a 
splendid opportunity for building friendships and 
for creating good will. Subscribers to whom a 
proper explanation of our problems is presented 
will be impressed with our sympathetic apprecia- 
tion of their needs and our sincere desire to pro- 
vide the best possible service under present condi- 
tions. These subscribers will accept necessary re- 
strictions with friendly understanding. Such an 


r 


understanding means much to our industry in these trying times but will 
mean even more in the post-war days to come. 


H. F. McCULLA. 


the Operating people of Hastings 
that you did a splendid job when 


LEFT: The egg tossing contest with the winners Kathryn Rood right, Mrs. Claude Helm, Mrs. Guy Seaton, Mrs. Merle Hale. 
of Lincoln and Claude Helm of York the first in line. At rear Mrs. Ray Dalton, Mrs. Roy Brendle, Mrs. Joe Hartley, Mrs. 
center we see George Walroth who picked the hazardous job of W. E. Macdonald, Mrs. “‘Swede” Foster, Marj Grewell, Mrs. 
refereeing the event. RIGHT: A group of the ladies gathered Grace Dirks, Mrs. Joy Dobbs, Mrs. J. §. Jackson, Mrs. Ari 
for a social chat before the afternoon program. They are, left to Keckler, Florence Tatman and Mrs. A. B. Gorman. ~<A 7 Veen 
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Chet Harp and Tom Raikes 
Play “Sherlock Holmes’ 


By Ramona Francis 


“T\LEMENTARY, Mr. Watson, 

+ elementary,” was the phrase 
used by C. E. “Chet” Harp of the 
Toll Test Room and Tom Raikes of 


Chet Harp and Tom Raikes, the detec- 
tives in the case. 


the Lincoln Service Department in 
lightly brushing aside any intimation 
of heroics in their recent role of 
masterminding. The two were in- 
strumental in searching out the own- 
er of a boy’s jacket found in the 
Main Office Building Lobby and 
returning it to its rightful possessor 
in North Platte, all with only a 
single slight clue with which to 
work. 


The story begins on Labor Day 
and the characters are Chet and Tom, 
an anonymous woman, and a small 
boy. The woman was calling “long 
distance” in a booth and the small 
boy, having discarded his jacket, as 
all small boys do on the slightest 
provocation, was investigating the 
various curiosities of the lobby. 


Our erstwhile sleuths, Raikes and 
Harp, paid slight heed so failed to 
notice when the “long distance” call- 
er and her charge sallied forth, but 
it didn’t take long to discover that 
the discarded jacket had been left 
behind. They were a little cha- 
grined, but not disheartened, when 
the only clue they could discover 
was the name “Larry McWilliams” 
stitched in the back of the jacket. 
It seemed the obvious thing to do 


so they sat down and proceeded to 
dial the numbers. of all the McWil- 
liams in Lincoln. However, after 
much questioning, and a few snappy 
answers from people who thought 
Chet and Tom were being facetious, 
they each ended up with nothing to 
show for their efforts but sore index 
fingers. 


Suddenly dawn broke in all its 
glory! Tom remembered having 
heard the name North Platte men- 
tioned in the conversation that had 
taken place in that booth. And this, 
of course, put them back again hot 
on the trail. Chet called the Toll 
Wire Chief at North Platte and 
told him the tale and through him 
located the Mrs. McWilliams who 
had been in Lincoln and placed the 
call. The good lady naturally was 
overjoyed but just a little confounded 
as to the procedure used for reach- 
ing her. But our heroes hung their 
heads modestly and “allowed as 
how it really ‘twarn’t nothin’ at all,” 
and that they were sure that ‘most 
anyone, such as J. Edgar Hoover. 
could have done the same. 


Mrs. McWilliams is now a con- 
firmed believer in the tradition of 
“The Spirit of Service.” 


Ora E. Downing Dies 
News came recently of the death 
i 


of Ora Downing who for twenty 
years was chief operator at the 
Gresham exchange. Miss Downing 
was employed by the Company in 
1921 as chief operator at Gresham 
and after her retirement on pen- 
sion in February, 1941, she con- 
tinued to fill in as relief operator. 
At one time she also was a teacher 
in York County. Miss Downing was 
an enthusiastic member of the East- 
ern Star, Rebecca Lodge and of her 
church at Gresham. Coming to Lin- 
coln in April, 1944, she took up 
residence with her sister, Mrs. Max 
Adams, at whose home she died on 
September 21 after a lingering illness. 


A rod of tungsten 5 feet long with 
the diameter of a lead pencil pro- 
duces a strand of wire that would 
reach from New York to Montreal] 
47() miles. 
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Longdon Speaks 
Before Lions Club 


BE topic of “The War Calls Must 
- Go Through” was discussed by 
T. E. Longdon, area manager at Fair- 
bury, at a meeting of the Lions Club 
on September 28 at Fairbury. Mr. 
Longdon spoke of the tremendous 
contribution made by the telephone 
industry in handling the nation’s 
communications since “Pearl Har- 
bor” in spite of service restrictions 
and shortages of both personnel and 
materials. He talked also of the 
rapid advancements and_ technical 
improvements now being made in 
the industry and new or added serv- 
ices to which we may look forward. 
Mentioned among the latter were 
radar, television and radio relay. 


THE PIONEER PICNIC 


(Continued from page 6) 


The winners for the men were. Roy 
Brendle, Ralph Stebbings and L. A. 
Stacy, and for the women Ann Steb- 
bings, Margaret Stacy and Kay Rood. 


The entertainment was concluded 
with an egg tossing contest in which 
winners conceivably could also be 
losers. Teams of two were chosen 
and eggs tossed back and forth with 
and ever widening distance until 
either glory or catastrophe overtook 
them. Claude Helm and Kay Rood 
managed to “scramble” out on top on 
this one. 


The best part of any picnic is the 
part where they yell, “Come and 
get it’ and then everybody saunters 
slowly and sedately over to the tables, 
and this certainly was no exception. 
Art Keckler, Kay Rood and Minnie 
Allen provided the drinks and des’ 
sert and each family came well sup- 
plied with baskets filled with fried 
chicken, baked ham, and all of. the 
incidentals. It was a sight which 
would have made Henry VIII green 
with envy. 


Officers in attendance were Merle 
Hale, president: J. H. Hartley, vice 
president; Mina Schmidt, secretary: 
and O. L. Sturtevant, treasurer, all 
of Lincoln. Park facilities were ar’ 
ranged by L. G, Saunders and Carl 
Keester, 
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HASTINGS EXPLOSION 


(Continued from page 7) 


calls were recorded by Long Dis- 
tance operators. 

“Within two minutes after the 
disaster occurred the local board was 
ablaze with lights. Five local stu- 
dents, with only a few days training, 
were replaced by supervisors and in- 
structors until additional operators 
could be called in. Even with all 
positions occupied by experienced 
operators the flood of calls was so 
great, for a period of over an hour, 
that there were not cords enough 
on the large 13 position local board 
to establish connections for all calls 
as they came in. Plant Department 
checks indicated the batteries carried 
a load of 105 amperes for three 
hours, in contrast to a reading of 60 
amperes during a normal day’s peak 
hours. 

“The ‘spirit of service’ was never 
more marked than among the Has- 
tings operators during this period. 
Operators on duty worked with calm 
precision, although many were grim 
lipped and whitefaced for they, too, 
had friends and relatives at the 
Depot. Frequent reliefs were given 
all operators to help lessen the strain 
of continuous high-speed work. All 
willingly worked overtime, some put: 
ting in as much as fourteen hours, 
to try to keep up local service and 
complete as many long distance calls 
as possible. . 

“The sharp increase of incoming 
toll calls, occasioned by news of the 
explosion, contributed to circuit con- 
gestion throughout the day. Early 
: ; severe electrical 


in the evening a 7 
il toll lines use- 


storm rendered sever 


The Accounting Department War Bond Picnic 


f Mee Accounting De- 

partment, under 
the capable and ener- 
getic generalship. of 
Otto “Dewey” Nelsen, 
conducted a most suc- 
cessful campaign in 
which they broke 
quota wtih 101% in 
the Fifth War Loan 
Drive. Spirited com- 
petition between the 
North and South sec- 
tions contributed ma- 
terially to the success- 


ful conclusion with Mary Ann Speck and Joan Null leading the Southern 
Division and Gerry Amend and Marie Endsley the North group. By pre- 
arranged plan the winning team was to be feted as the guests of the losers at 


a party held following the campaign. 


Consequently the winning North team 


was so honored at a dinner and picnic held on September 6 at the Company 
Cafeteria and Capitol. Beach respectively with a most enjoyable time reported 
by everyone who attended. Pictured above from left to right are Mary Ann 
Speck, “Dewey” Nelsen, Gerry Amend and Marie Endsley. Joan Null has 


left our organization since the drive and is not included. 


less which greatly augmented the 
critical aspect of the situation. Asa 
result, 989 cal's were completed, this 
figure representing approximateiy 
only sixty per cent of the offered 
calls. Both local and toll business 
continued heavy the Saturday fol- 
lowing, with over 1,100 calls re- 
corded on this day. 


“Tllustrative of the foibles of hu- 
man-kind is this incident which oc- 
curred during the first half-hour fol- 
lowing the earth-shaking blast. One 
of Hastings’ ablest supervisors, work- 
ing on a local position, had talking 
connections on all but one pair of 
cords. With this last cord she an- 
swered a signal. The first “Number, 
please’ brought no response, but, 
hearing someone on the line, she 


again pleasantly requested “Number 


please.” There was still no answer. 
Having had courtesy and patience 
instilled in her, and thinking the 
subscriber was either deaf or for 
the moment emotionally upset, she 
again repeated “Number, please,’ all 
the while seeing other signals that 
she could have answered had she 
not been giving extra attention to 
this particular one. After the third 
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request of ‘Number, please,’ a queru- 
lous feminine voice answered “Well 
dearie, I had to wait for you too.’ 

‘For the most part, however, sub- 
scribers were especially cooperative 
and courteous. Numerous regular 
toll users exhibited truly American 
consideration when, learning of the 
toll congestion, they offered to place 
their calls the next day in order to 
leave the lines clear for more impor- 
tant calls.” 

Such a manifestation of fidelity 
and devotion to duty in time of emer- 
gency is commensurate with the 
highest traditions of the telephone 
industry. The “News” adds its com- 
mendations and congratulations for a 
job well done. 


Harvard Back in 
Sutton Area 
HE Harvard Exchange, trans- 
ferred August 1 as a temporary 
expedient to the Hastings Area, has 
again been placed under the super- 
vision of the Sutton Area concern- 
ing Plant and Commercial responsi 
bilities, according to an announce 
ment on September 27. 


George Schwindt 
Taken by Death 


N September 21 death, due to a 

sudden heart attack, claimed 
George Schwindt, employee of the 
general office custodian’s force. 

Born in Russia, 
George had quite 
a history behind 
him in that coun- 
try, seeing service 
in Korea, Man- 
churia and eastern 
Siberia in the Rus- 
sian-Japanese war 
of 1904. A story 
of these adven- George Schwindt 
tures was featured 


in the February, 944 “News.” 


George suffered a stroke three 
years ago and as a result was partially 
paralyzed on one side, but since that 
time he had practically recovered. 
On the afternoon of September 20 
he told his wife that he didn’t feel 
well but thought he would go to 
work anyway. However, he went 
home in a taxi at 1 A. M. saying 
it was becoming more difficult to 
breathe. He was taken to the hos- 
pital at 6 A. M. where he died at 
9:30 A. M. 


In his 15 years as an employee of 
the Company George was always 
quiet, unassuming and with a ready 
smile and word of greeting for every- 
one. That he took great pride in his 
work was evidenced by the order- 
liness and cleanliness which greeted 
the occupants of the various offices. 
He will be missed by all who knew 
him. 


SIGNAL CORPS 


(Continued from page 3) 


the necessary load of war communi- 
cation services passing between our 
territory and war centers. 


“IT want to thank every employee 
of the Company today for his part 
in this war work. The employees 
have been loyal and efficient in their 
devotion to maintaining service and 
f am sure, Colonel Schlosberg, that 
[ pledge the continued fullest co- 


Operation of our entire organization 
in completing this war work and in 
participating fully in the peace pro- 
gram, whatever that may be. 


“In addition to telephone service 
for war production plants located 
within our territory, we have con- 
structed and operate telephone plant 
and equipment for six war projects. 
These are the Nebraska Ordnance 
Plant at Mead, the Lincoln Army 
Air Field at Lincoln, the air bases 
at Harvard, Fairmont and Bruning, 
and the Naval Ammunition Depot 
at Hastings. 


“To establish and maintain com- 
munication service at these six war 
plants we required the cooperation 
and assistance of the Signal Corps 
of the Seventh Service Command. 
This we have received at all times, 
Colonel Schlosberg, and we gladly 
acknowledge the courteous and ef- 
ficient service of your excellent staff 
and personnel. Without your coop- 
eration our task would indeed have 
been a difficult one. 


“We bespeak a continuance of the 
pleasant relations which have existed 
between the Signal Corps and The 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. 


“The tangible evidence of your 
appreciation displayed by the Cer- 
tificate will be cherished by this 
Company and all its employees 
throughout the years to come.” 


Included among the distinguished 
guests were H. G. Greenamyre, 
secretary to and representing the 
Honorable Dwight Griswold, Gov- 
ernor of Nebraska; Brigadier Gen- 
eral Guy N. Henninger, State Direc- 
tor of Selective Service; Colonel 
Richard T. Schlosberg, Signal Of- 
ficer of the Seventh Service Com- 
mand at Omaha; Colonel George A. 
Blakey, Commanding Officer of 
the Fairmont Army Air Field; Col- 
onel William Lewis, Jr., Command- 
ing Officer of the Harvard Army 
Air Field; Colonel C. D. McAllister, 
Commanding Officer of the Brun- 
ing Army Air Field; Colonel W. P. 
Rawles, Commanding Officer of the 
Nebraska Ordnance Plant at Mead, 
Nebraska; Lieutenant Colonel S. R. 
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Young, Commanding Officer of the 
Lincoln Army Air Field; Major A. J. 
Walsh, Base Signal Officer of the 
Lincoln Army Air Field; Captain E. 
O. Day, Base Signal Officer of the 
Bruning Army Air Field; Captain 
John R. Laird, Base Signal Officer 
of the Harvard Army Air Field; Lt. 
Albert Endres, Base Signal Officer 
of the Fairmont Army Air Field and 
Walter W. White, President of the 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and 
Publisher of the Lincoln Star. Hon- 
ored en absentia were the 124 em- 
ployees of the Company who were 
on military leave of absence in the 
service of their country. 


Since the entry of the United 
States into the War we have enlisted 
and maintained telephone service for 
the four Army Air Fields located at 
Bruning, Fairmont, Harvard and 
Lincoln and for the Army Ordnance 
Plant at Mead. We also have served 
the Naval Ammunition Depot at 
Hastings as well as many civilian 
producers of vital war materials. In 
addition to these services our Com- 
pany is represented by 124 em- 
ployees on military leave of absence 
in the service of their Country. The 
thought that our services have been 
a factor in furthering the magnifi- 
cent accomplishments of the Signal 
Corps and have aided the efforts 
of our nation toward the achieve- 
ment of ultimate victory should be 
an inspiration and a source of pro- 
found gratification to all of us. 


Claims Paid by 
Benefit Association 


‘pee Telephone Employees Mutual 

Benefit Association paid the fol- 
lowing claims for surgery and hos- 
pitalization during the months of 
August and September, 1944: A. L. 
Ager, Seward, $232.00; Karina 
Jezewski, Auburn, $164.85; F. D. 
Nave, Tecumseh, $25.00: Ruth 
Blevins, Beatrice, $15.00: Dewey 
Eckles, Nelson, $61.00. From Lin- 
coln: Aletha Davison, $10.00; Gladys 
G. Cox, $51.00; L. P. Livingston, 
$5.00; D. W. Utterson, $30.00; S. J. 
Dennis, $213.00; Berniece Smith, 
$156.00; A. GC. King, $97.00: George 
Schwindt, $9.10. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


B. R. Overcash, R. H. Ojers, 
Lincoln, Nebraska City, 
40 years. 35 years. 


Forty-Four Years 
F. E. Behm, Lincoln. 
Forty-Three Years 
E. A. Rosker, Lincoln. 
Forty Years 
B. R. Overcash, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
J. M. Abrams, Plattsmouth. ° 
Thirty-Six Years 
D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 
Thirty-Five Years 
R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Four Years 
A. 8. Keckler, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Jay Pugsley, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
J. C. Gear, Fairbury; K. B. Cary, H. H. 
Moss, T. S. Risser, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
G. T. Jones, Hebron. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
T. S. Burr, Hastings; A. T. Albers, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


H. J. Soderholm, Lincoln; Georgia 
Tartsch, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Rose Riggs, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
R. L. Dalton, Lincoln; H. M. Miller, 
York. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Maude Willey, Beatrice; W. C. Stew- 
art, Lincoln; Pearl G. Freeman, Table 
Rock. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Oura L. Smith, Milford. 
Twenty-T'wo Years. 
F. D. Darnold, Lincoln: G. A. Stuart, 
York. 
Twenty Years 
Wilma MelIntire, Military Service. 


R. L. Dalton, H. M. Miller, 
Lincoln, York, 
25 years. 25 years. 


Eighteen Years 
A. W. Holcomb, Military Service. 
Seventeen Years 
Mildred Kleinemeier, Daykin; Jessie 
VanTrump, Harvard. 
Sixteen . Years 


Leroy Schlentz, Florence Tatman, Lin- 


coln: Waldo McDowell, Military Service. 
Fifteen Years 
H. D. Ash, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
Mary Turner, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 
B. D. Pattison, Marjorie Whiting, 


P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 


B. A. Isaman, Hastings; W. W. Eden, 
Military Service; Eunice Segelke, Ne- 


braska City. 
Eight Years. 


Ruth Shoemaker, Lincoln; T. B. 
Hedges, George A. Wasson, Military 


Service. 
Seven Years. 


Maxine Herbes, Osceola. 


“Journey's End” 

MRS. S. CRUICKSHANK, mother 
of George Cruickshank of Wahoo, 
passed away, September 17, in 
Washington, D. C. Burial was at 
Clay Center, September 21. 


MRS. GERTRUDE MARTIN, 
mother of E. L. Martin, Lincoln 
Service Department, passed away 
at the home of her daughter in 
Whitney, Nebraska. Funeral serv- 


ices were held Tuesday, September 


19, at Fairmont. Burial was in the 
Fairmont cemetery. 


aff 11. Ye 


Wilma McIntire, H. D. Ash, 
Military Service, Lincoln, 
20 years. 15 years. 


C. E. SMITH, father of Howard 
Smith, passed away on August 31 
at Harvard, Nebraska. Funeral 
services were held at Harvard on 
September 2. Howard is foreman 
in the Switchroom at Linocln. 


MR. CORNELIUS MIERS, father 
of George Miers of the Seward 
Plant Department, passed away at 
his home in Seward on September 
25. Funeral services were held 
September 27 and burial was at 
Seward. 


“Happiness Ahead’ 


On August 21, 
at the Farss 
Methodist 
Church, Mary 
Kay Wetenkamp, 
Operator at 
Plattsmouth, was 
united in = mar- 
riage to Pvt. 
Lloyd McKenna 
of Plainview, Ne- 
braska. Pvt. McKenna is stationed 
at Ft. Benning, Ga., where he gradu- 
ated from U. S. Parachute Training 
School and received his wings and 
boots on August 8. 
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On September 12, Mildred 


Bernice With was united in marriage 
to Victor H. Sellers at the home of 
the bride's parents. Clinton L. 
Storm, evangelist from Abilene, 
Texas, officiated. Mrs. Sellers is the 
former assistant chief operator of the 
Lincoln Traffic Department. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 


J. A. McKinzie is spending his vacation 
at home. He calls it a vacation, but he 
can’t seem to stay away from the office. 
He’s also doing a little painting. . . . Roy 
Carlson is back on the “sick-list’”’ again. 
He’s been in Veteran’s Hospital, waiting 
to be sent to Hines Hospital in Chicago. 
They got tired of seeing him around and 
gave him a 10-day pass. (I think it was be- 
cause he was eating too much.) In the 
meantime, if Hines decides it’s safe for 
him to come they will send for him. Any- 
way, Good Luck, Mr. Carlson. ... Art 
Keckler plans to take his vacation next 
month, but—we don’t know—something 
always comes up 


Beaver Crossing 


We are happy to have a new operator, 
Virginia Thomas. Good luck, “Ginny’”’. 


Cordova 


Mrs. Wirthel spent two weeks vacation 
in August visiting Seward and Denver, 
Colorado. . . . Lela Grandorff is a new 
employee at the office. 


Louisville 


Ruth Maier spent one week of her vaca- 
tion at home and in Omaha. 


Milford 


Oura Smith ended her vacation Septem- 
ber 18. She spent a day in Omaha and the 
rest at home. ... Dora Plessel is spending 
her vacation starting the 18th at home 
and in Omaha. 


Nebraska City 


Once again September has rolled around 
and to six of our operators, Lois Teten, 
Alice Buel, Virginia Richards, Betty Bal- 
four, Lillian Baker, and Mary Ross, it 
means back to the ‘“3-R’s’. We are glad 
the girls can still work evenings though. 
. . . I guess the news wouldn’t be com- 
plete this time of year if it didn’t contain 
a vacation or two. Maxine Meyer spent a 
restful vacation visiting in Omaha and 
Bellevue. Then there was Louise Fritsch. 
From all appearances Louise used her 
vacation to a good advantage. She came 
back with a gorgeous sparkler, given to 
her by a certain good looking sailor. Con- 
gratulations, Louise. Two girls on vacation 
now are Nadine Borland and Imo Hurl- 
burt, who are spending their time off 
visiting friends and _ relatives in Los 
Angeles, California. ... We are sorry to 


lose Art Lamberson. He has been trans- 
ferred to the Plant Dpartment in Lincoln 
and we all miss him. . . . Dorothy Connors, 
the former Commercial Clerk in the Bus- 


iness Office, is back from Newport News, | 


Virginia, where she spent the summer with 
her husband, Radioman 1/C Jimmy Con- 
rors. . . . Jessie Stoddard, Chief Operator 
at Aurora, was a visitor in our office 
Friday. She was employed here in the 
Traffic Department about eight years 
ago. . . . Alice Buel is our new toll stu- 
dent, being taught by Maxine Meyer She 
Says she can hardly wait until she gradu- 
ates, and neither can we, Alice. 


Platismouth 


Mrs. Ruth Koukal spent Sunday, Sep- 
tembe 17, at Des Moines, Iowa visiting 
her daughter, Mrs. Wheeler. .. . Eliza- 
beth Edwards started her vacation Sep- 
tember 18 in Omaha and Louisville visiting 
friends. 


Seward 


The old calendar says “September 21st, 
News Time” again. We had one vacationist 
who finished his vacation September 18. 
It was none other than ‘Papa’? Haberman. 
He got his fishing and hunting paraphen- 
alia, took ‘“‘Mama’’ Haberman along, hop- 
ped on the train and went to Wyoming. 
By all reports he had a swell time. He 
came back gloating over the rainbow trout 
he caught and the fine antelope he shot. 
; . Mrs. Machmueller and son Billie 
visited a couple of days with Beata and 
Martha Merz. ... All the guys and gals 
peeled off their working clothes, donned 
their best “bib and tucker”, and attended 
the “Wimpy” party Friday night, Septem- 
ber 22, at Ruth and Helen’s apartment. 
After a delicious lunch of ‘‘Wimpys” and 
the trimmings prepared by the C.O. Lydia 
Kriegshauser, the remainder of the eve- 
ning was spent in singing, accompanied by 
Helen Greiner at the piano. If anybody 
wants to know what ‘“Wimpys” are, get in 
touch with Lydia K. One member of the 
gang turned out to be a “Wimpy” him- 
self after eating six. “Little Ager” needs 
more, I guess. The next morning after the 
night before, referring to the “Wimpy” 
party, of course, one member of the gang 
was heard with the following, “I couldn’t 
sleep a wink last night”. We wonder what 
possessed “ Baldy” ever to say something 
like that. 


Wahoo 


Hazel Hagenbuck of the Traffic De- 
partment is spending the month of Sep- 
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These three disciples of 
Isaac Walton brought in 
this fine catch of cat fish 
taken from Beaver Creek 
near Genoa to prove that 
you don’t need to go to 
Minnesota for successful 
angling. They are, left to 
right, Ernie Vrbsky of the 
Blankenship Grocery, Art 
Balderson, L. T. & T. com- 
binationman, and Lester 
Gumbel of Hughes Broth- 
ers, all of Seward. Genoa 
being the home _ town 
stamping grounds of your 
Editor, we are glad to pass 
along this bit of publicity. 
Possibly it will prove to 
certain skeptics that some 
good things do come from 
that region. 


tember in California. Knowing Hazel as we 
do we know she is having a swell time 
(that is unless she loses her pocketboo%x). 

. . George Cruickshank, Plant Depart- 
ment, had his vacation beginning the 11th. 
He spent it at home. .. . Visitors at the 
Wahoo office September 7, were Jessie 
Stoddard, Chief Operator, from Aurora 
accompanied by Mr. Davis and Mr. Cous- 
sins. . . . Louis Hanus of Brainard is 
back in Wahoo again helping to trim trees. 
We are glad to have him back. 


Weeping Water 


Eleanor Lane spent Monday, September 
18, visiting friends in Lincoln. 


General Offices 
Ramona Francis, Associate Editor 


Guess we'll have to take back what we 
wrote last month about no one ever going 
on vacations around here because this 
month we have three to report. Aletha 
Davison took a little jaunt into Wyoming 
to visit her brother and even though there 
were no evidences of Indians, coyotes, 
snakes, etc., she says she still had a hum- 
dinger of a time. Another vacationer was 
Louise Erdmann who smiles and tells us 
that she just “stayed home.’ Home, 
though, is where you can get in a lot of 
wonderful sleeping and eating. Our last 
vacationer is really the juiciest, if you 
will pardon an awful pun. Ken Lawson. 
who says he shuns publicity, spent his 
vacation at home, also, but as an added 
touch he whiled away the hours canning 
peaches. That is all you can get out of 
him on the subject and me thinks we’ll 
have to pay dearly for putting in that 
little bit. The canning must have been 
too much, though, for when it was time 
to return to his office duties he suffered 
a relapse. We take it that he is in top 
form now because his bowling score is 
really something to brag about. Right 
about this point guess we’ll brag some 
more. It seems that we have hidden talent 
around these premises, at least so think 
bowlers Hale, Gorman, Hartley, Lawson 
and Jackson. If you make the mistake of 
asking how they are making out we guar- 
antee that you’ll be stuck for an hour 
listening to the glowing details. At the 
moment, though, they are leading the 
company league with nine straight wins 
sO maybe they have something to talk 
about. . . . We are sorry to report that 
Margaret Magnusson is leaving us shortly. 
She plans to return to her home at 
Wahoo. Sorry to see you go, Marg. 
Here is a last minute flash on two more 
vacationers, namely Hulda Gessner and 
Myrtle Smith, Miss Gessner reports that 
she divided her time between Meeker 
Park, Colorado and Denver. Says she had 
a wonderful time visiting friends and 
relatives. Myrtle sounds a little disgusted 
when She tells us about that week spent 
in “‘moving.’”’ She says she is minus a few 
layers of skin and that She didn’t keep 
track of the number of bars of soap used 
in getting off the dirt and the “couple of 
layers of skin.” . . . Well, that just about 
finishes us for this month. ‘Bout the time 
the “News” comes out Yours Truly will 
be heading for the western part of the 
state for a vacation and pitying all of 
you hard workers back there. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 
Recent vacationers were Phyllis Glock 
who spent her time in Scottsbluff and 
Wyoming visiting relatives and_ friends. 


and Dorothy Johnson who stayed at home 
and entertained friends from out of 
town. Grace Hauschild took a_ trip 
through Washington, Oregon, Canada and 
California, stopping off in Victoria, Can- 
ada, Portland and Seattle. Bette Rees- 
man vacaticned in Wisconsin as did 
Norma Burgess. Bernice Tarbutton vis- 
ited at her home in Bancroft, Nebraska, 
and Eunice Carlson did likewise at her 
home in Wausa. Spending their 
time at home “just resting’ were Hank 
Ames, Carl Ahl, Dick Spohn, S. F. Bush, 
and Ferne Burns. And H. Wheeler took a 
fishing trip on his vacation. All came 
back looking peppy and perky, and eager 
to ‘go to work.” ... Added to the Ac- 
counting Dept. force this month was 
Gladys Holscher to whom we give a 
hearty welcome. Mary Speck, our 
tall, lovely blonde, (but better known as 
Calamity Jane) is leaving us to work at 
the Capital Credit Company We'll miss 
her a lot. ... And now to get down to 
the main event—the Accounting Dept. 
War Bond Campaign picnic. What fun, 
what fun! The comments from the follow- 
ing people can describe it far better 
than your reporter. Here they are: Roy 
Galley, ‘‘Personally, I had a very good 
time. The highlight of the whole thing 
was the sportsmanship of the people who 
attended, and, of course, the watermelon 
shouldn’t be forgotten, as well as the 
group singing.’ Johnny Backstrom, “The 
South Room came through as promised, 
and we're sorry that the North Room 
didn’t come out better, because we had a 
good time. The highlight was the games 
and the Fun House, and the barbershop 
harmony that wound it up. The rest of 
us performed like ladies and gentlemen, 
but we couldn’t find Ross!’ Marian 
Wiederspan, ‘Well, it was really swell, and 
it would be a good idea if we had more 
of them. I particularly liked the water- 
melon.’ Bruce Sievers, “It was good 
enough that we should have another.” G. 
W. Jahn, “I enjoyed the picnic very 
much. I think it would be a fine thing 
if something like that could be done sev- 
eral times a year to make us more con- 
scious of the fact that we are close-knit 
and a department working together for a 
common cause.’ Dewey Nelson, ‘‘We had 
a very nice time and we’re sorry that 
more couldn’t attend.’’ Van Hausner, “I 
think everyone had a good time, at least, 
I know I certainly did.’’ Marie Vidlock, 
“I had a swell time. I wouldn’t have 
missed it for anything.’’ Mary Ellen Dana, 
“I had a very enjoyable time at all the 
games, but I guess I liked the rides best.” 
(Mary was the gal who kicked her shoe 
so far, it took our gallant gentlemen 
about half an hour to find it.) Frances 
Virgil remarks, ‘‘The picnic given to us by 
the South Office was one of the best 
picnics I have attended. We had a nice 
supper and then played games and went 
on the rides at the Capital Beach. And 
afterwards, we had a swell watermelon 
feed.”’ She also says, ‘Did not get home 
until late. Oh, it was hard to get up the 
next morning!”’ (Frances is very proud of 
the fact that she won the third prize, 
running.) Guess that about winds things 
up. Incidently, in case you're wondering, 
your reporter agrees with everything said 
above, and has never had a more super- 
scrumptious time. 


Construction Department 


Ila Wyider, Associate Ed-tor 


The vacation season is about past, but 
among our late vacationers are Sa be 
Boyles, general foreman, who is spending 
a month’s vacation at his summer home 
in Minnesota, and Don Utterson of E. 
EFichenour’s crew who chose autumn foi 
his time off. . . . We are sorry to report 
that Carl G. Hedstrom, one of our cable 


splicers, is off work due to an acute eye 
trouble. We hope you will be back at 
work again soon, Carl....A recent visitor 
to the Construction office was ‘“‘Bud”’ 
Miller, who is making rapid recovery 
from his heart ailment. ... We've had a 
number of our former employees, who are 
now in the service, stop in for a visit this 
month. ‘Art’ Holcomb and Bill Imler were 
in on September 11 for a chat with the 
folks. Thad Cone paid us a “flying visit” 
on the 20th. We might add that they all 
look as if the Army feeds them well. 
Word has been received from ‘Les’ Hansen 
that he has been awarded the Air Medal 
and has three oak leaf clusters to his 
credit. . . . We wish to welcome Shirley 
Hess to our office. She will take over the 
duties of Shirley Cane, who has left us to 
return to school... . John Hobson’s gang 
is doing maintenance repairs in Lincoln; 
H. Moss and crew are busy with Lincoln 
farm line repairs, and ‘Swede’ Foster and 
‘Brick’ Smith are working on the Lincoln- 
Kansas City toll lead. E. Eichenour’s gang 
is working on Exeter farm lines and 
George Hansen’s boys are busy moving 
poles for the State Highway Department 
near Rising City. ‘Babe’ Combs’ crew is 
busy in the Hastings Area. 


Local Commercial 
Betty Roeder, Associate Ed'tor 


With directory closing and new members 
joining our office force the L. Commercial 
has experienced a full month. ... Evelyn 
Hoiles from Akron, Ohio has started as a 
newcomer here. However, Evelyn worked 
for the Ohio Telephone Company so tele- 
phone business is nothing new to her... . 
Lilia Nelsen, who formerly worked in the 
Accounting Department, returned to the 
Company to work in our office so tele- 
phone business is nothing new to her 
either. We’re glad to have you both with 
us so make yourselves at home... . John 
Edwards also acquired a desk here this 
month and is going to take over as a Com- 
mercial Representative. We welcome you, 
too, John. . . . Ruth Clark is always tell- 
ing us of her many acquaintances around 
town and we've taken them with a grain 
of salt, but when she knows an inmate 
of the reformatory who recently escaped, 
well, that’s carrying acquaintances a bit 
too far. ... (Editor’s note: We always did 
think there were a lot of suspicious 
looking characaters in the Business Of- 
fice). . . . A. B. Waters journeyed to 
Fremont for a day or so to see his 
brother-in-law who has just returned 
from overseas. ... If ever anyone has a 
spare moment on a Wednesday night why 
not trip up to the bowling alley and watch 
the men bowl. That should be some treat 
to a spectator in any man’s language. 

Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Assoclate Editor 


State Fair is just a memory now, but at 
this late date, some people are shaking 
in their boots. It seems that some were 
very generous with their contributions 
towards the oats bill at the horse races. 
“Were you betting on the ‘nag’ owned by 
Don Aydelott? Or did you have hopes on 
that big favorite “‘Russ’’ Rauch?” ; 
Fairs attract all kinds of people—both 
young and “old suckers.” “Judge” Ernest 
Wedgewood was there handing out ribbons 
at the dog show. He says he didn't have 
any trouble with fleas this year because 
Cc. E. Cummings didn’t have an entry. We 
were sorry to read in the paper that Ed 
lost his bob-tailed dog. Somewhere 
along the line we entirely forgot to men- 
tion that Major Giles Gere visited the 
Service and Switchroom departments. We 
are very sorry, Giles, and didn’t mean to 
slip. Giles told some very interesting 
things about the “sheiks” and the country 
over in Iran. There were several 
visitors last month. From Omaha came 
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This Charming bit of 
femininity is Mari- 
lyn Behrns, David 
City cashier and an 
ace correspondent 
for the ‘News.’ Her 
sparkling reports of 
David City goings 
on add much zest 
and interest to this 
department. 


Floyd Crewdson, who is a combination- 
man at the Martin Bomber Plant. Also 
from Omaha was W. F. Hansen of the 
Northwestern Bell. Mr. Hansen is a spec- 
ialist in the Switchroom and Switchboard 
Department at Omaha. . Seaman 2/C 
Bob Stall presented his cheery little self 
in the Switchroom and Service Depart- 
ment one bright sunny afternoon. Bob 
has just returned from the Southwest Pa- 
cific after taking part in several of the 
major battles down there. That native 
drink that Bob mentioned in one of his 
letters (News-May, 1944) is very good for 
putting on those extra pounds. At the 
time of this writing Bob is out at the 
L.A.A.F. Station Hospital after having an 
attack of fever while at home on leave. 
: Major O. D. Paddack and wife of 
Burlington, Vermont stopped in to visit 
with Ivan Paddack. After visiting with his 
brother, the Major went to Edgar io 
visit with his parents before reporting to 
Salt Lake City. Ivan started to Edgar too, 
but found traveling difficult with so 
many flat tires....A.O. Andrews visited 
the Switchroom for the first time since he 
moved into his new office. Although 
“Andy” was sporting a new suit we 
noticed that he could still wear the same 
hat—or does it have a two-way stretch? 
... “Beat Me Daddy Eight to the Bar,” 
but that George Mann is about the snap- 
piest dancer seen in a long time. How 
about the next two-step, George? ... 
Now that Miss Smith is back in the Toll 
Operating room, and she and Miss Porter 
each have a desk, “Herb” Jenkins doesn’t 
see why he can't have a desk in there too. 
... Specialist R. R. Guthrie spent the last 
six months reconditioning the selectors 
in the “5” Office... . If you want to do 
some swapping see Norma Roeder. It 
seems as though Norma had a cross-eyed 
steer that she took to the State Fair and 
much to her surprise the poor. thing 
didn’t even get to first base. So right then 
and there she decided to get rid of it by 
swapping it for a sailor: then she ups and 
swaps the Sailor for a Lieutenant and now 
we are just waiting to see what she will 
swap him for. Your guess is as good as 
ours. Probably that baseball team she 
swapped for the steer. . There were 
several vacations taken in the Service 
Department last month. C. S. Nevin spent 
his staying at home and painting the in- 
side of the house. ... Adella Kyckelhahn 
and niece spent a very enjoyable three 
weeks visiting with relatives in Houston, 
Texas. . . . George Keith spent a few 
days with his mother in Des Moines, Iowa 
and then he said, came home and made 
hay. We'd like to know what you did 
on those rainy days, George? ...L. W. 
Neff and wife spent their vacation in 
Portland, Oregon visiting their daughter 
and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Aeschelman. 
Noye was a former employee of the Serv- 
ice Department. ... The Main Office and 
three Branch Office Switchrooms are en- 
joying a very quiet and pleasant two 
weeks. Why?—Ray S. Baldwin is out of 
town on vacation. ... George Arnold had 
a little surprise trip on his vacation. 
George’s son, Harold, who is in the Army, 


called from Texas and asked his dad to 
come down there and drive his car back 
to Nebraska, because he was headed 
some place where a car wouldn't do him 
much use. So, George hopped on a bus 
and headed for the “Cow Country.” He 
said that the bus was so crowded that 
when he took off his hat, he couldn’t get 
his arm down, so he had to ride to Texas 
with his arm up in the air. Now George 
goes around looking like the Statue of 
Liberty. 
Supply Department 
Written by Darleen Healey in the absence of 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor. 

As the fall season rolls around the fol- 
lowing employees are still taking vaca- 
tions. Those that spent theirs at home in- 
clude Bill Rosenthal, Ernie Royce, Mil- 
ton Royce, Bill Knee and Ray Sherman. 
_. . We are happy to hear that Wesley 
Haas is back in the Shop after a long 
illness. He reports it is good to be back. 

_. S/Sgt. Clyde Whittington visited here 
at the Warehouse in August. He is pre- 
paring motor vehicles on the west coast 
for shipment overseas. .. . Bowling sea- 
son brings out a number of men from the 
Warehouse. They include Ernie Royce, R. 
H. Stebbings, F. M. Strasser, Chas. Hansen, 
Ray Sherman, J. Litzenberg, Bob Clifford. 
and S. K. Lawrence. ... Verda Ashford, 
stenographer in the Supply Department, 
is taking a week’s leave of absence to 
visit her sailor husband in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia before he returns to sea duty in the 
South Pacific. He has just returned from 
the Mediterranean war theater and also 
participated in the Normandy invasion. 
Some of the places of interest that he has 
visited are Egypt, Malta and Turkey. We 
understand that he brought back some 
very lovely gifts from those places for his 
wife... . Activity in the Supply Depart- 
ment will soon be centered on the compil- 
ing of the Annual Inventory. The inven- 
tory will be taken as of September 30, 1944. 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


News is very scarce in this department but 
we will try and give out with what we 
have. First in importance, Berniece Smith, 
chief operator, has returned to work and 
seems to be happy to be with us again. 
We are glad you’re back, Berniece! . . 
Vacations still go on but we never can 
learn where they are spent. On vacation 
this month were Mrs. Hazel Nichols, Ella 
Hansen, Mary Ormand and _ Barbara 
Blockwitz. . . . The before mentioned re- 
turned to work and away went Marie 
Portsche, Opal Thimgan, Phyllis Rising, 
Marie Jackson and Lauretta Rowley... 
We are planning our vacation to be spent 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and we're 
just a bit excited about it, too... . Resig- 
nations and new employees are about 
even but there are too many of each to 
make individual mention. . . . Dorothy 
Nelson, toll supervisor, spent the weekend 


These three tomatoes 
(speaking of course of the 
ones being held in the hand) 
together with the corn and 
string beans are Hastings 
products of which Bill Cum- 
mings, John Spady and 
Ralph Wait, respectively, are 
justly proud. We wouldn't 
believe the description by 
telephone so they sent them 
in to prove their claims. The 
background? Ah, yes. Not 
that we can understand why 
anyone would be interested, 
but just in case, they are 
Hazel Green, Margaret 
Magnusson and Ramona 
Francis, all of the General 
Commercial Office. 


ss 


in Omaha and reported for work Monday 
very tired because, she said, due to the 
crowded condition of the bus, she had to 
sit on her suitcase all the way home... . 
That is all for now. Perhaps we will have 
more to tell next month. 


Southern District 


Written by Virginia Kaiser, in the absence of 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


Beatrice 


Vacations still take the number one 
spot. Dorothy McNulty spent her vacation 
in Omaha and Kansas City. Norma Tac- 
housky visited in Wichita. Lucile Murray 
spent her vacation at her home in Odell. 

. Louise Schmidt is home caring for 
her mother who is ill... . Evelyn Allen 
returned to work September 11 after two 
months illness. .. . Wilma Grupe, assistant 
chief operator, has been helping out in 
Hastings again for a few weeks. 
Elaine Shalla is a newcomer... . Vacations 
also take the spotlight in the Commercial 
Department news this month. Mr. Dicken- 
man spent his vacation at home eating 
fried chicken and sweet corn (homegrown 
specials). He did, however, take time out 
from his eating to make a combined bus- 
iness and pleasure trip to Omaha on Sep- 
tember 8 and 9. ... The smiling face of 
Winifred Jackson again graces the office 
while she relieves our commercial clerk, 
Virginia Kaiser, who is pinch-hitting for 
Ruth Blevins, district stenographer, who 
is on her vacation. . . . Mrs. Davis, chief 
operator at Pickrell, spent an enjoyable 
vacation visiting her daughter in Denver 
for a week then journeying to Chicago 
where she spent a week with her son. 
September 16 Mrs. Davis was called to 
Cameron, Missouri by the death of her 
brother, J. C. Davidson. 

Burchard 


Marie Tegtmeier was on the sick list and 
Minnie Herron helped at the office . ; 
Hattie Wilcox spent September 11 shop- 
ping at Pawnee City. 

Crab Orchard 


Jessie Bryson was a Beatrice shopper. 
... Helen Jones and a nephew, who was 
home on leave from the Navy, spent Sep- 


tember 10 in Burns, Kansas. . . . Lillian 
Campbell was a Beatrice shopper Septem- 
ber 12. . . . Helen Jones’ son, Lt. John 


Jones of Lincoln, spent a few days with 
her the week of September 18. 
Cook 
Laverne Beasterfeld spent August 27 
visiting friends in Burr. . Ida Town- 
send spent her vacation in Kansas with 
her daughter. 
Dawson 
Ester West attended the Richardson 
County Free Fair at Humboldt. 
Fairbury 
Vacations are the main event of this 
month. J. C. Gear, wire chief at Fairbury, 
enjoyed a two-weeks vacation at home, 
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returning September 19. Beryl Leslie spent 
her time in Colorado, while Elizabeth 
Moredick and Edna Bast remained in 
Fairbury during their vacations. . .. The 
telephone girls enjoyed a party Septem- 
ber 13. Marv Jackson and Shirley Brad- 


shaw were hostesses. ... Edna Bast and 
Martha Ehlers attended the State Fair at 
Lincoln this month. ... Mrs. Charles 


Cline returned to work following an oper- 
ation. 


Humboldt 


The Richardson County Free Fair and 
Humboldt Fall Festival were held here 
September 13, 14 and 15. Large crowds at- 
tended the fair and everyone had a good 
time. Two of our employees, Mariella 
Williamson and Willistine Clark, were in 
the cast of players that presented the 
Queen Coronation program September 12, 
which officially opened the fair. ... Emma 
Lee King attended the State Fair at Lin- 
coln and also the Kansas State Fair at 
Topeka. . . . Mary Meister went to Hia- 
watha, Kansas September 19 with the 
blood caravan as a blood donor. 


Steinauer 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis were in Paw- 
nee City September 8. 


Sterling 


Barbara Ann Benson was in Lincoln 
several times this month. . . . Helen Weh- 
mer has returned to work after a two- 
weeks vacation. . . . Ruth Probst was on 
the sick list during the week of Septem- 
ber 11. Ay i 

Swanton 


Mr. and Mrs. George Placek attended 
the funeral of their cousin, Mrs. Arthur 
Hansen, at Red Cloud on September 7. 
... Mrs. Josephine Placek spent her two- 
weeks vacation at her home. 


Table Rock 
Elsie Wenzbauer had her tonsils re- 
moved August 30... . Our relief operator, 


Elsie Wenzbauer, left for Seattle, Wash- 
ington September 6. 


Tecumseh 


Clyde Ragon of Omaha spent the week- 
end of August 26 visiting our chief opera- 
tor, Edna Ragon. . Goldie Thompson 
and Mary Lempka attended the circus at 


Auburn. .. . Elvin Wait returned to work 
September 6 after spending his vacation 
at home. . . . Clara Costello, Joan Koons, 
Mary Lempka and Edna Ragon were in 
Steinauer September 6... . Jerrie Murphy 
started her vacation September 2 and re- 
turned to work September 18. ... The 


Fowlers attended a family picnic at Weep- 
ing Water September 17. Mrs. Jack Hays 
and son returned with them for a week’s 
visit here. 

Tobias 


Cpl. and Mrs. Donald Chadd of Brown- 
wood, Texas spent a few days with Mrs. 
Chadd’s mother, Mrs. Adell Hershey. ... 
Betty Mead is a new operator. 


Western 


Pvt. Rudy Mussmann from Camp Maxey, 
Texas spent his 14 day furlough with his 
wife, Mrs. Sarah Mussmann. 


Wilber 


Viola Knapp spent her 10 day vacation 
visiting her sisters, and at her home... . 
Betty Anthony spent her 10 day vacation 
at home. . . . Lavian McElroy spent her 
two-weeks vacation in Belleville, Illinois. 

- George Brock is spending his two- 
weeks vacation at his home. . .. Anne 
Aden is confined to her home because of 
illness. Her sister, Amelia, is working 
during her absence. . The Plant and 
Commercial employees and their families 
enjoyed a delicious picnic dinner one 
evening this month. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Assoc’ate Editor 
Fairmont 


Ruth Crooker divided her vacation time 
between her home and Lincoln. At Lincoln 
she visited her brother, Frank, who has 
just returned after 19 months service. in 
England. 


Geneva 


Phyllis Otte returned to work after be- 
ing absent for several weeks due to an 
operation. . . . Emma Ebbeka was trans- 
ferred from the Plant Department to the 
Traffic Department. Her mother, Mrs. 
Ella Ebbeka, has taken over her duties as 
janitress. . . . Other new girls this month 
include Hazel Ellis, Jgaan Walters and Eileen 
Bailey. . . . Helen Adermann, chief opera- 
tor, spent a few days in Cedar Bluffs dur- 
ing her vacation. . . . Dorothy Connors is 
spending her vacation at home. . . .Maxine 
Watson resigned September 3 to return to 
her home in Hillsboro, Oregon... . C. J. 
Crew, W. R. Minich, R. J. Weis, D. C. 
Wilson, E. A. Moorhead, Elsie Sole and 
Bessie Nippert attended the meeting in 
Lincoln on September 20, at which time 
the Signal Corps presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation to the Company. 

Hastings 

We still don’t know how she did it but 
Marie Brewer certainly did a fine job of 
planning to make her vacation coincide 
with the return of a certain Captain from 
England. The second week of her vacation 
she spent at her home in Nelson, thinking 
of the first week, no doubt. . . . Maybe 
it’s because Jim Dudgeon has to make so 
many trips to the Harvard Air Base that 
they are calling him “G. I. Jim,” but we 
wonder. . . . That cooing from the front 
of the room is just Alma Herzog describ- 
ing the antics of her red-headed nephew. 
. . . The master minds in this office are 
still stumped trying to figure out some 
way to relieve ‘“‘Bee’’ Rohrer’s problem of 
knowing which of the two phones on her 
desk it is that is ringing. Somehow it’s 
always the other one, isn’t it, Bee? .. . 
The vacation season continues with Jack 
Nordheim and H. O. Wentink spending 
theirs at home as near as we can find out. 
. . . That big grin on Jack Mason’s face 
the first part of September was due to 
the fact that two of his three sons in serv- 
ice were home on furlough—Cpl. Milton 
Mason of the Army Air Corps and 2/c 
Petty Officer Tom Mason of the Navy. 
... Vacations are still the popular subject. 
The other day one of the girls (not men- 
tioning any names) came back from her 
vacation and immediately went to the 
chief operator and asked for a weeks leave 
of absence so she could go home and rest 
up. ... ‘‘Pete’’ and ‘‘Repete’’, more com- 
monly known as the Peterson sisters, re- 
turned from their vacations just like a 
couple of rays of sunshine. We understand 
they spent most of their time with Mom 
and Pop. ... Irene Combs is now spending 
her leisure hours at her home in Lincoln 
and Minneapolis, Minnesota. We hope 
she doesn’t have too many attractions in 
Minneapolis because we want her to re- 
turn. . . . Minnie Schlitt is vacationing, 
too. Destination unknown. . . . We hear 
that York isn’t such a bad place to spend 
a weekend. From certain reports from 
Rogene Yost and Phyllis Volz it must be 
quite the place. How about that? 
Edith Traudt was with us for a whole 
Week, then that man of hers calls her to 
come to Norfolk, Virginia. So she loses no 
time in biddin the office farewell again. 
... Lois Hartman is leaving to take nurses 
training at Grand Island. Best of luck. 
... Rumors are that Shirley Harris will 
be “Mrs.” before long. Anyway that _cer- 
tain Sgt. is home from England. . . . Doro- 
thy Osterthun and Melva Wright (the 


Tecumseh gals) are back with us after 
being home for a month. . . . We wonder 
why Dottie Janda is so happy and all 
smiles lately. We know it’s a big, deep, 
dark secret. 
Einspahr just had a wonderful weekend. 
We wonder where, why and when? Well. 
that’s another story, isn’t it. Lauretta? 
Anyway she came back to work with still 
just one ring on that certain finger... . 
Bonnie Harrington left recently to join 
the WAC. Here’s wishing you the best of 
everything, Bonnie. ... “Bernie’”’ Parr is 
sporting a darling ring on her third finger. 
left hand. She must go for that certain 
“gob” in a big way. .. . Dot Osterthun 
is humming a new tune. Sounds mighty 
like the Marine Hymn to me....It would 
really be wonderful if we all could receive 
mail like ‘“‘Pete’’ Peterson does. Her letters 
come with big blank checks in them. Of 
course you know they’re from Bob, the 
Kay Kaiser man who is stationed in some 
far distant place of the world. Could be 
she is having a birthday coming up pretty 
soon. 


Hebron 


Pvt. and Mrs. Ronald Cornell were re- 
cent visitors at our office. Mrs. Cornell is 
the former Orlene Philippi and was an 
operator at this exchange before her 
marriage. . . . Annabelle Singelton and 
Ruth Ernst of the Traffic Department are 
taking their vacations. . The Traffic 
Department welcomes back Mildred La- 
verentz. ...H. G. Taedter and family are 
moving into their new home during his 
vacation. 


Ohiowa 


Bessie Nippert spent the weekend of 
September 23 in Fairmont. 


Osceola 


Vacations are in full swing in Osceola 
this month. Maxine Herbes spent several 
days in Omaha the fore-part of Septem- 
ber; Agnes Gustafson, chief operator, re- 
turned to work September 19 after two 
weeks spent at home; and Aletha Lewis 
enjoyed her vacation the latter part of 
September. 


Polk 


Clara Anderson returned to work Sep- 
tember 25 after vacationing at home for 
a week. 


Shelby 


Mayme Carroll, chief operator, spent 
her two-weeks vacation during September 
visiting with friends and relatives in 
Friend, Lincoln and Omaha. ... We en- 
joyed a short visit with Fred and Mrs. 
Adkins of Sutton on Labor Day. 


Stromsburg 

Estella Fisher was the honor guest at a 
farewell party given on September 21 on 
the occasion of her retirement on October 
1 after twenty-four years with the Com- 
pany. She was presented with a gift from 
her fellow employees and announced that 
she intends to make her home in Lincoln. 
She enjoyed a vacation at home the latter 
part of September. 


Superior 


Several of the girls have been out of the 
city for various reasons. Clarinda Lake 
shopped in Hastings and Grand _ Island, 
while Marv Ann Hudson chose Lincoln for 
finding new fall and winter things. Betty 
Jeppesen and Bonnie Brittenham spent a 
weekend at the latter’s home in Hardy and 
we bet they had plenty of fried chicken. 

. Eleanor Hensell is in Hastings work- 
ing temporarily in the Traffic Department 
there. . . . Lois MeDowell relieved Mrs. 
Edwards at Ruskin for a day while Mrs. 
Edwards enjoyed the day in Superior. . . 
New local students are Evelyn Troudt, 
Clara Chambers, and Wanda Thayer. We 
are happy to have you with us, girls. . . 
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Oh yes, and Lauretta_ 


Vivian Milan, commercial clerk at Auburn, 
poses for J. S. Jackson in spite of his 
dubious reputation as a photographer. 


The unuSually cold August brought on 
several colds among the force. Mrs. 
Troudt has been ill but we expect her 
back soon. Frances Stuck has re- 
signed and a farewell party was given in 
her honor September 15. 


Sutton 


This last week in ‘September finds 
Miriam Griess, commercial clerk, vaca- 
tioning at home. . . Perry Caldwell of 
Clay Center is enjoying the second week 
of his vacation. His son, Jack, is home on 
leave from the Navy. ... We don‘t know 
how it happened but on the recent trip to 
Lincoln, Fred Adkins had the misfortune 
of losing his vest to a brand new suit. 
Goodness, you must be more careful, Mr. 
Adkins. And it’s a beautiful suit, too... . 
The explosion on September 14 caused 
some excitement. All the windows in the 
home of Perry Caldwell at Clay Center 
were shattered. The commercial girls 
thought the stoker had exploded. Was 
quite a rumble, wasn’t it? Iris Barbee, 
cashier, assisted at the switchboard. The 
jar set off the fire whistle and the switch- 
board acted differently than the result of 
any fire. 


York 


Well, this has been another uneventful 
month—with two appendectomies (Louise 
Hurley and Jane Walsh) and two tonsilec- 
tomies experienced by Eleanor Buller and 
Marjorie Mapes. Just wait until those four 
get together. A surprise party was 
held for Wreatha Rystrom eommemorating 
her coming of age. Of course, that’s only 
one person’s opinion (hers). We had to 
hide her shoes so she wouldn't leave town 
over the weekend. ... LoRayne Rojahn 
has entered kindergarten (local board, to 
you) and a celebration was in order for 
the graduating toll class—two hard-work- 
ing, lovable, ‘‘never say die” girls we all 
admire—Marie Welge and Margaret Laird. 

. . A frantic search was made the other 
night to locate the source of smoke in the 
office. It smelled like someone burning 
old rags and rubber tires, only we don’t 
know anyone with tires. It was finally 
decided it must be those imported three- 
for-five Havanas Georgie Mehuron smokes. 
. . . Ruth Swanson, cashier, went home to 
Stromsburg for her vacation. . . . One of 
the operators has put in for a license to 
operate a detective agency. She figures 
that her first victim would be Manager 
Helm. He's still worrying over a small 
animal starting with “j'’ and resembling 
a horse with long ears that was planted on 
his desk. 


ONE SOUTHERN DISTRICT CITIZEN 
AND WE THINK IT WAS CHARLIE 
MESHIER— THOUGHT HE WAS 
PLANTING FIVE POUNDS OF 
BLUE GRASS SEED LAST 
SPRING , BUT IT Now DEVELOPS 
THAT IT WAS DAISY SEED, 
AND A DENSER GROWTH 
WAS NEVER SEEN ! 


BET I HAD 
THE SARGE 
WORRIED / 


~pg— =~ FROM A RELIABLE SOURCE COMES 
; eh THE STORY THAT THE FORCE OF THE 
1) RECENT “WEST END“ EXPLOSION 
BLEW ANN SEYMOUR OFF OF THE 
b POOL TAGLE IN THE HASTINGS 
CLUB ROOM. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHTS ARE BUSY ONES 
FOR GEORGE LITTLE ROUND’ MANN 
WHO HAS TO ATTEND HIS OLD FASHIONED 

Sy, SQUARE DANCE CLUB BEFORE 


HERB VELTE, WHO 
IS TRAINING WITH 
A"HEAVY GANG" 
AT CAMP KOHLER , 
CALIFORNIA, FELL 
FROM THE TOP OF 
A 35 FooT PoLe 


ca. AND CLAIMS 


IT DIDN'T 


GENS EVEN TICKLE 


BOB SCHOUBORG GOT A BIG 

GLOB OF INK ON HI5 BRAND 
J--= NEW WORK PANTS AND WAS 
Se & 50 SUCCESSFUL IN BLEACH- 


HERO OF THIE MONTH 
“bye 


LINCOLN 
SERVICE. 
iY) DEPARTMENT 


mn / inne 4 
A geatrey / 


%an fL/, 
LE 


AT THE STATE FAIR 
DOG SHOW / 


WHEN JERRY CALEEI( = \ 
FAIRBURY, CHASES 307— pes 
PROWLERS IN THE == 
NIGHT, HE THROWS=Z7 


ZT} RUSHING FOR THE BOWLING 
ALLEY. . GEORGE , WHO 
_ HAS HABERDASHERY FOR 
M ALL OCCASIONS, 
APPEARS AT THE 
BOWLING LEAGUE 
IN AN AMAZING 
SERIES OF COSTUMES, 
HE ‘HAS ALREADY 
APPEARED AS 
GENE. AUTRY AND 
LITTLE LORD FAUNTLEROY 


GEORGE KIETH WALKED OVER 
TO THE BUS LINEONE EVENING 
“JO MEET HIS DAUGHTER , AND 

» BEING A BIT EARLY, SAT DOWN 
“BESIDE A TELEPHONE POLE 10 
“REST UNTIL THE BUS APPEARED. 
 — AND AT DAWN HIS WORRIED 
FAMILY FOUND HIM THERE 
.— SOUND ASLEEP~ THEY 


- HAD SPENT THE. WHOLE, LONG 
| NIGHT SEARCHING THE ©: 
“. COUNTRYSIDE. FOR 
a, GEORGE 6 


P ING IT OUT THAT HE REMOVED 
THE COLOR OF THE CLOTH, 
m. 100. A BIT DISCOURAGED 
Yh) BUT STILL GAME , BOB 
AY) BOUGHT SOME OYE 
Hes A OF WHAT HE THOUGHT 
" WAS THE PROPER COLOR 
BUT WHEN THE. PANTS 
4 tt WERE REMOVED 
FX - FROM THE BOILER 
HE WAS HORRIFIED 
_ To FIND THEY WERE 
NOW BRIGHT RED / 


ONE OF OUR CHIEF 


HIS HEART INTO IT~ 


EYE WITNESSES SWEAR THAT, AT A LOCAL CAFE RECENTLY 
A GRASSHOPPER LANDED SMACK ON GUY SEATON’S 
BARE HEAD .C 

AND SKIDDE 


orf, 


OSS APES 


“]} WITHOUT A TICKET ? 
WERE AWFULLY TIRED. 


ACCORDING TO THE N ONE OF OUR LOCAL WAGS TOLD 
OPERATORS MADE THE SAD), 1 Doris NGEREVA TRAEHIC SOME NEW OPERATORS IT WAS 
MISTAKE OF THINKING HER DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE. must | NECESSARY To HAVE A TICKET TO 
LITTLE NIECE WAS AT THE DOOR~| HAVE GOTTEN THE MOST OUT RIDE ON THE ELEVATOR — AND 


-~|T WAS THE PAPER BOY | oF 3 
INSTEAD / HER VACATION 


LATER, BILL MEASE RECEIVED 
THIS INTERESTING QUERY , 
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D. R. ‘’Brick’”’ Smith, foreman and Clyde Pierce, driver, go to the 
truck for more tools. 


(Left) Herman Studier, city fore- 
man, catches up on a little desk 
work. 


(Right) Ila Wylder, secretary and 
associate editor for the ‘’News.” 


Loading pot being lowered into manhole and guided by “Swede” 
Foster and P. A. Wilkinson. A. R. Fritz peers up from manhole. 
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REATLY increased activities and plenty of work lie 
ahead for the Construction Department according to 
perintendent Paul Schmeltzer. With the 
lifting of priorities, restrictions and similar other factors 
that tend to boost the sale of aspirin for telephone folks in 
struction personnel not excluded, a compre- 
hensive program of replacement, rebuilding and new con 
struction with an eye to the improvement of plant facilities 
and the betterment of service will be launched. 


Construction Su 


general, con 


Projects for dial conversions with attending rebuild- 
ing of rural lines and cable replacement and installations 
ae in the offing together with cable expansion in areas 


where capacity has become inadequate because of popu- 


CONSTRUCTION 


lation shifts and new service demands. Many lines will 
be rebuilt for maintenance reasons, new rural line con- 
struction will be stepped up to meet an anticipated demand 
and toll line facilities will be expanded and improved. A 
number of new buildings for the housing of central office 
equipment and facilities are 1n the blue print stage which, 
of course, will mean added outside plant work for the Con’ 
struction Department. Taken all in all the boys on the 
“Heavy Gangs” aren't exactly looking forward to a period 
of thumb twiddling. The return of fifty veterans from 
Uncle Sam’s fighting forces now on leave from the Con- 
struction Department will indeed be a welcome addition 
to the crews when these 
new jobs are tackled. 


On the current sched: 
ule, war projects tov 
gether with mainte- 
nance and emergency 
operations give the De- 
partment a busy pro’ 
gram. 


The establishment of 
the several Army bases 
and the Navy Ammun!- 
tion Depot has been ac 
companied by an 1m 
mense amount of con’ 
struction all of which 
had to be completed 
with a reduced force 


a en eel 


Charles Riedel and John 

Eisenbarth transfer wire 1° 

a newly set “forty” on she 

south Forty-Eighth Street 
lead at Lincoln. 


along with normal business and with the time factor 
always of primary priority. The proportions of these 
undertakings are indicated graphically by the fact that 
well over 350,000 feet of cable, including trunk cable to 
nearby exchanges, have been installed at these locations 
since “Pearl Harbor.” The entire Department has par- 
ticipated in these projects with all of the crews working 
on cable installations and most of the cable splicing being 
handled by W. P. Conn, C. G. Hedstrom and V. H. 
Baum. That this work has been of high quality and has 
met in all cases the exacting standards of the Signal 
Corps and Naval Communications is evidenced by the 
recent bestowal of the Signal Corps’ Certificate of Appre- 


ACTIVITIES 


ciation to our Company together with expressions of 
commendation from the Navy Department. 

Maintenance and emergency work of note include line 
extensions in connection with L.T. 3s, line moves neces- 
sitated by highway grading and repair work caused by 
floods. In one case a bridge crossing over the Nemaha 
River had to be reconstructed three times. Tree trimming 
during the past winter accounted for the striking total 
of almost 6,400 hours. 

One important toll line project of current interest in- 
volves the installation of a type “C” carrier system at 
Lincoln to increase toll facilities 
between Lincoln and Kansas City | 
from five to seven circuits. Instal- 
lation of the carrier equipment 
necessitated the loading of cables 
at Lincoln and Falls City. The 
placing of these coils and the nec- 
essary balancing of cable pairs was 
handled chiefly by Splicers Baum 
and Conn. Open wire circuits | 
between Bennet and Lincoln were 
retransposed by “Brick” Smith 
and crew to insure satisfactory 
operation of the equipment. 

(Continued on page 11) 


Removing pole at 
48th and Van Dorn, 
Lincoln. Charles 
Riedel is on the 
pole and Foreman 
D. R. Smith is 
guiding the pole 
from the ground. 


be : 


Keeping an accurate record and account of Materials ;. Seats ah 
maies and work done is a very important phase os ‘ files, es¢;_ 
activities. In this partial glimpse of the office We see “nstruction 
Ila Wylder, secretary, Shirley = to right) 
ographer, and R. V. Clifforg, ane, Sten- 
Miss Cane has since lef; our ¢ lef Clerk, 


Paul Schmelizer, 

construction super- 

intendent and gen- 
tleman farmer. 


Joy Dobbs, con- 
struction inspector. 


Clyde Boyles, gen- 
eral foreman. 


Herman Studier 
laying brick in a 
new manhole at 
14th and J Streets, 
Lincoln, being con- 
Structed to house a 
loading pot to be 
cut into toll cable. 


Harry Moss’ gang poses for the cameraman. Left to right, Harry 
Ss, J, H. “Stub” Roland, Tom Chinnock, George Placek and 
H. D. “Hump” Ash. 


The month of October, highlighted by 
the invasion of the Philippines and the 
great victory over the Japanese fleet, 
brought a flurry of leavetaking among 
the remaining employee service men in the 
States. Cpl. BILL GEAR, T/5 GENE 
GEMMELL and Pvt. DICK VAN AN- 
DEL departed early in the month, receiv- 
ing a New York APO address. Lt. DICK 
LAHR and Lt. FLOYD HENSON, both 
of the army air force are now in the Pa- 
cific Areas OTTO BUCK, EM 2/c, has 
been assigned to shipboard service and is 
addressed through the fleet post office at 
San Francisco. 


The list of employees now in or ap- 
proaching the combat areas contains 68 
names. Several others have been returned 
to the United States after having served 
in foreign theaters. There are at present 
21 men in service on the seas and 47 in 
the army, marine or WAC overseas forces. 
They are represented on every front ex- 
cept in the China-India-Burma area. 


A long-delayed letter, received from 
KEN CHRISTENSEN, HA, 1/C, finds 
him in a U. S. Naval Hospital, receiving 
his mail out of the fleet post office at 
New York. Ken left our shores the middle 
of August and reported his safe arrival 
at the post of duty. He is now working 
in the dental prosthetic section, which he 
likes much better than his former duties 
as ward man. 


“In a few words I'll try to bring you 
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BY JOE HARTLEY 
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up to date,” writes Major DON CUN- 
NINGHAM, who was last heard from 
in England. “First of all I am, and have 
been for four years, in the Second Ar- 
mored Division, “Hell On Wheels,” and 
we think it is the best division in the 
army. We have spearheaded all the at- 
tacks from St. Lo in France until the 
present and have gone across France, 
Belgium and Holland, and are now in 
Germany, hammering away at the Sieg- 
freid Line. I hope, by the time you get 
this letter we may be well into the heart 
of Germany. We've seen plenty of 
country, but few cities of much size, as 
we usually by-pass them. The weather is 
getting very cool and the rain comes 
down in torrents, making life very un- 
comfortable. Hoping this letter finds all 
of my friends in the best of health—and 
hoping to see you soon. ... Don.” 


BOB STALL, who was confined to the 
Lincoln Army Air Base hospital for sev- 
eral weeks while throwing off on attack 
of dengue fever, has been sent to Okla- 
homa and will probably be returned to 
his post in the Pacific in the near future. 


The ailment which hospitalized Cpl. 
DON D. SMITH of the Marines, has 
been identified as tropical fever and late 
word reveals that he has fully recovered 


This column has often remarked upon the 
rapid advancement of Jack Kuchera from 
apprentice seaman to petty officer and we 
are glad to have Jack’s assurance that any 
man can do the same by studying hard, ac- 
cepiing ihe hardships of the service and pay- 
ing strict attention to his assigned duties. 
Portions of EM 3/C Kuchera appear at the 
right and left and beneath in this picture, 
taken at his post in Hawaii. 
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and is back with his unit on Saipan. Con- 
cerning his new home, Don isn’t very en- 
thusiastic, as he declares that the country 
is “not fit for man nor bird nor beast.” 


T/Sgt. ENNO DE VRIES, one of Art 
Holcomb’s “old gang,” is now in an anti- 
aircraft artillery battalion in France. The 
following quotation is from his most 
recent letter. “I trust that my experience 
here in France will interest you. I came in 
within three weeks after ‘“‘D’ day and in 
our first location, we had to clear the 
German dead from the area. I have had 
many narrow escapes from the land mines, 
booby traps, aerial bombing and some par’ 
ticularly close ones from artillery fire. So 
far I haven't been fired upon by small 
arms nor have I been able to take any 
shots at a live target. My battalion has of- 
ficial credit for five planes shot down and 
have had claims for several more. How 
ever destruction of the German airforce is 
secondary. The training of German pilots 
that it isn’t healthy overhead is primary 
and we have accomplished this aim. We 
always feel much safer when our planes 
are out over the front lines and we have 
denied the Germans this feeling because 
they are afraid to put theirs up. So much 
for the dark side. The biggest pleasures I 
have had over here involved a grandstand 
seat on a three thousand plane bombing 
of German territory and the passing 
through of endless liberated French vill: 
ages and a few other experiences that only 
soldiers and ex-soldiers could understand. 
The climax came when we got to enter 
a town the same day it was captured. The 
city was nearly as large as Lincoln and the 
enemy had been squeezed out without 
entry of more than a handful of Ameri: 
cans. When we arrived we were treated 
with champagne, wine, tomatoes and 
everything they thought we would like. 
We kissed babies by request and were 
kissed by young, old, and a few beautiful 
women, and nearly had our arms shaken 
off by the men. It was a wonderful ex’ 
perience and helps to compensate for the 
past three years. The reign of the Boche 
had not been a happy one for the resi 
dents of the larger French towns.” 


Lt. PHIL GARVEY tells of an inter’ 
esting visit to Rome during a short rest 
Period. He met and shook hands with the 
Pope and after making the acquaintance 
of some of the Vatican's Swiss Guards, 
was able to see many of the rare treasures 
of the Papal State. He was much impres 
sed mM viewing many original paintings of 
Michelangelo and other famous artists of 
the Renaissance and even tried on a sult 


of ancient armor. Phil reports a promotion 
to first lieutenant and now heads a pla- 
toon of colored troops in a signal con- 
struction unit. 


From “Somewhere In Germany” comes 
a letter from Pfc. CLOYD BUCKNELL, 
who reports “quite a tick’’ across France, 
through parts of Belgium and Luxum- 
bourg and into Naziland. He states that 
they haven't had, by any stretch of the 
imagination, an easy time of it and hopes 
soon to have the job done so they can 
come home “where they belong.” 


Set. RUTH TRUTNA BARNARD 
has recently been released from service in 
the WAC and has taken over the duties 
of housewife at her home in Orlando, 
Florida, where her husband, Lt. Wm. T. 


Barnard is stationed. 


News from Cpl. HOWARD STROUP 
is that he has explored the southern coast 
of France, moved north around the bulge 
of Switzerland and is now headed toward 
Germany. 


A recent feature article in “Colliers” 
magazine, described the adventures and 
exploits of the “Thunderbums,” a fighter 
squadron whose short career in the air 
force over France has left a lasting im- 
pression on both the German airforce and 
fleeing ground columns. It now develops 
that this is the same unit to which our Lt. 
GEORGE HANSEN is attached and 
helps explain the amazing number of 
missions he has to his credit since D-day. 


T/5 IRVIN KLUNDT has furnished 
us with a clipping telling of the recent 
experiences of his famous 90th division. 
In three weeks they had captured 15,000 
prisoners and 5,000 field pieces while 
among the acts of heroism was included 
the episode of a two-man bazooka team 
which knocked out four Nazi medium 
tanks in lessthan ten minutes in the neigh- 
borhood of Falaise. The deed was done by 
only five shots from the bazooka. Irvin 
is attached to the civil affairs section 
of the 90th headquarters. 


T/5 ROLLAND R. WINDERS has 
just sent in a notice of change of address 
which indicates the beginning of a sea 
voyage. Rolly’s entire army career has 
been spent at Camp Polk, Louisiana, he 


(Left) Virgil L. Graves, who entered service in 
August, 1943, and who is at present somewhere 
in the Pacific. He is a former Bellwood boy 
and was employed as a groundman in the 
construction department. 


(Right) The military career of Sgt. Ruth Trutna 
Barnard came to a close with her recent re- 
lease from service with the Women’s Army 
Corps. Ruth, a former Wahoo operator, nar- 
rowly missed the honor of being the first 
woman employee to enter the forces, her call 
coming just three days after that of Wilma 
McIntire. 


having entered the service in March of 
last year. He is a member of an armored 
signal company. 


Lt. GAY HENDERSON admits that 
the food in Australia agrees with him and 
that he is—as he understates it—‘‘putting 
on weight.’ Gay's description of the 
typical Australian’s daily food input ex- 
plains why. They begin the day, he writes. 
by having tea in bed, then comes brea- 
fast followed by mid-morning tea. At 
noon they stow away a heavy lunch, with 
tea at mid-afternoon and another tea at 
six. This holds them until nine in the 
evening when they put on the feed bag 
in earnest. “Yet, says Gay, “When they 
see a Yank go after a square meal they are 
shocked because he eats so much.” 


Having completed the academic work 
in his V-12 training course at Peru, Ne- 
braska, JOE GEIST has been transferred 
to the Pre-Midshipman school at Ashbury 
Park, New Jersey for the next step in his 
efforts to obtain a naval commission. 


S/Segt. Johnny Fischer is now in France 
and is trying without great success to learn 
the language. At last report he was able 
to say “hello” and “good evening,” but 
was particularly proud of his success with 
the phrase, “Have you got any fresh eggs 
for sale?” Johnny was the boy with the 
pet aversion for the weather and climate 
of England. He insists that France ,even 


T/S Ervin H. Klundt, of the Hastings plant 

department, entered the army in March, 

1942, and ever since has been attached to 

the 90th division which assembled at 

Camp Barkeley, Texas. His recent letters 

have been dated from “somewhere in 
France.” 
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with its incessant rains is much more to 
his liking: 

A well-fed Pfc. HOWARD BRADY 
was home on furlough from Fort Lewis, 
Washington during the month. The ad- 
ditional weight, being distributed mostly 
in the region of the upper torso, gave 
Harold the appearance of a magazine 
man of mucles and caused most of the 
old acquaintances to guard their speech 
while in his presence, lest they give of- 
fense and find Harold willing to take 
physical as well as verbal rebuttal. 


Paratrooper HOWARD STACY is 
winding up his training period at Fort 
Benning, Georgia and expects soon to be 
declared fit and ready. He has special- 
ized in work with a demolition group. 


In a letter to the “gang” of the supply 
department, Cpl. GERALD HENDER- 
SON, of the Marines, says that he is 
anxious to come back and face a good 
Nebraska blizzard, it having been three 
years since he has seen snow or felt a 
frigid wind. In the fighting of the Mari- 
anas he managed to acquire many fine 
souvenirs, among which were a battle flag 
(Jap), a saber and a wrist watch. He had 
been offered $200 for the watch but pre- 
ferred to keep it in the face of any bid. 
The saber, too, had brought a tempting 
offer, but Gerald insists that they shall 
be sent home. 


2nd Lt. BERNARD F. SAND has re- 
ceived his overseas assignment and will 
fly with the army air forces of the Pacific 
Area. Bernard comes from the Nebraska 
City plant department. 


BOB WOHLBERG, FC 3/C, has been 
placed in charge of fire control equipment 
on a destroyer cscort. Bob has been very 
much on the move lately and only one 
V-mail constitutes the total news from him 
in the past two months. 


The two great influences in the life of 
T/4 DICK HARTLEY, in recent months. 
are work and rain. Dick is continuing his 
peacetime hobby as chemist in a general 
hospital in England. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
CLOYD D. BUCKNELL, Pvt. to Pfe. 


PHILIP J. GARVEY, 2nd Lt. to Ist Lt. 
GERALD HENDERSON, Pfe. to Cpl. 


"101" Takes A Bow 


HE care and maintenance of automotive equipment is of particular impor- 
ance during these days of shortages of parts and replacements. For this 


“Wrong Number” 
Puts Out Fire 


HEY say that when a man bites 


Scenes Attending the Hastings Explosion “Bring Them Home” 


HE following pictures, which were obtained through the courtesy of the fod Bond Campaign 
Hastings Daily Tribune, illustrate graphically the tremendous force of the ‘AS inter-area and _ inter-depart- ~ 


with the opening of the Sixth War 
Loan Drive on November 20 and 
will continue to December 16. 


As the name implies, the theme of 
the campaign will be to buy war 
bonds with the thought that our ef- 
forts in this way will be a means of 
helping Uncle Sam beat the Axis 
and thus bring back our fellow em- 
ployees who are in military service 
as quickly as possible. Appropriate 
bulletins showing pictures of em- 
ployees in service will be issued by 


puts out a fire it should fall in a simi- 
lar category. 


It all happened to Frank Kuchera 
of the Lincoln 
Service Depart- 
ment recently 
when he was out 
on a install” 
looking for a cer- 
tain address. He 
thought he knew 
the. Lows & s0 
scarcely glancing 
at the address, he rapped gently on th~ 


Frank Kuchera 


recent Hastings blast described in last month’s ‘““News” and the emergency mental campaign for the sale of a dog it’s news and, applying the reason it is a source of pleasure and pride to know that our organization 
situation created at the Central Office. war bonds as the “Bring Them same philosophy, when a “wrong holds a high reputation in this respect. 
Home” Campaign will be launched ¥ number” works to advantage and 


That J. H. Roland, who drives truck number 101 in Harry Moss’ con- 
struction gang, is deserving of especial commendation for the excellent condi- 
tion in which he main- 
tains his truck is appar- 
ent from the following 
letter written by C. W. 
Koll, motor truck man- 
ager of the International 
Harvester Company: 


‘“T refer to your heavy 
equipment truck, your 
No. 101, now in our shop 
for repairs. I have dis- 
cussed this job with the 


The Hastings Operating Room during a period of “peak” traffic load. This picture was the Director of Personnel. 
not taken immediately following the disaster, but, with all boards operating at maximum 2 . — 
capacity, serves to illustrate the critical situation which prevailed. The quota tor each individual em’ 


front door. Receiving no response he Foreman, and my understanding is that he will turn the truck out this week. 


crater ripped out of solid ground by the blast. 


. f the 
hg 220 feet wide and from 25 to 50 feet in depth. 


A view taken from e650 feet long, 


huge cavity was 


parked along 


ar : 
f a box © iphe crater is 


ding depot. 
in the backgro 


The remains oO 
side of the loa 


Wreckage of the cafeteria pyilding which 
was in proximity to the blast, 


The 


ployee, which, incidentally was set 
by the U. S. Treasury Department 
and not by our Company, will be one 
$100.00 war bond. Regular pay roll 
deductions will apply toward this 
quota. Since this quota is almost 
double that of the last campaign it 
will mean digging still deeper to keep 
our fighting lines moving ever closer 
to Berlin and Tokyo. 


Purchase of bonds should be 
handled through the Credit Associa’ 
tion by your team captain if possible 
in order to prevent errors and dup’ 
lications in applying payments to the 
proper team. All such payments 
will be credited to your local county 
quota. However, if bonds are pur’ 
chased locally, receipts should be 
secured and turned over to your team 
captain for forwarding to Mr. Sea: 
ton. Local purchases cannot be ap’ 
plied to your team’s quota otherwise. 


Area managers, togther with co 
captains in some instances, will head 
the area teams and captains for Lin- 
coln departments will be appointed. 
The winning team will receive ap’ 
propriate recognition, probably in 
the form of a war bond party. 


Essential Work? 


Betty Roeder: “What war time 
occupation are you pursuing?” 
Evelyn Pruss: “Well, right now 
Its a second lieutenant.” 


asserted himself more firmly but still 
uo one stirred. At this juncture the 
unmistakable odor of burning wood 
wafted through the portal and, peer- 
ing inside, Frank could discern curl- 
ing wisps of smoke. 

After hurried calls to three neigh- 
bors he found one at home and the 
fire department was summoned in 
time to extinguish the blaze before 
more than slight damage was done. 

When the excitement had sub- 
sided Frank looked at the house 
number with a more discerning eye 
and discovered he had had the 
wrong house all along, which, un- 
doubtedly, was a most fortunate cir- 
cumstance. 

Although he doesn’t recommend 
the “wrong number” technique as an 
everyday method of fire prevention 
in this case, at least, one must admit 
that it was a “scorcher” of an idea. 


Cedar Bluffs Folks 
Bid By Wire 
D DORLAND sends along a clip- 
ping from the Wahoo Democrat 
reporting a method of remote control 
bidding at auction which is rather 
unusual. A direct wire connects the 
Commercial State Bank at Cedar 
Bluffs with the Wahoo. Court House. 
Cedar Bluffs folks who wish to place 
bids “sight-unseen” may do so by 
means of this communication, 


“After looking this truck over I cannot dismiss the subject without a 
few comments. While it has been a well-known fact for years that Lincoln 
Telephone equipment is always kept in excellent condition, the condition of 
this truck is so outstanding that I felt I wanted to compliment you folks. 


“In these days of extreme shortages of spare parts and trying service 
times, it is pleasing indeed to see a piece of equipment that has been so well 
maintained and preserved. I am sure that if all users enjoyed the same de- 
gree of success in the maintenance of motor equipment as you do, our spare 
parts and service problems would be much easier of solving.” 


Our General Manager Says: 


EVERAL months ago I asked our Superintendents and Department 
Heads to each write a statement for this space as a change from “Our 
General Manager Says”. I am sure you have all enjoyed and appreciated 
the privilege of reading the views and sentiments which have appeared 
in this space. We hope to present articles from 
. others of our operating staff, but in this issue I 
again greet you. 

This is being written the day before election. 
The forecast indicates Mr. Roosevelt’s reelection. 
Be that as it may, let us all rejoice that we live in 
America — while we may not always agree on 
questions of National politics, we certainly can 
agree that this is the finest country in the world 
and that Nebraska is a grand state in which to live. 
Our hope is that we can continue to cooperate, 
without dissension, in carrying on the “spirit of 
service” which has gained the respect of the business world for the 
Telephone industry. 


Your devotion to this service contributes substantially toward win’ 
ning the war. It will likewise be invaluable in winning the Peace and 
restoring our country to peacetime prosperity. 


—J. H. AGEE. 


Claude Walker Retires 


deere retirement on October 1 of Claude L. Walker brings to a close a career 
in telephone work dating back forty-six years and one marked all along 
the way with initiative, achievement and the acquisition of friendship. 


Claude first became interested in the telephone industry in Horton, Kan- 
sas in 1898 after having spent a number of years as a railroad man. Shortly 
after he moved to Hiawatha, Kansas where he was manager of the telephone 
exchange. In August, 1904 he moved to Beatrice and became associated with 
the New Home Telephone Company, which, in 1912, was purchased by our 
Company, and Claude became the wire chief for that area. He later held 


This group attended the party given in honor of Claude Walker on the occasion of his 
retirement. The photographers, Joe Hartley and J. S. Jackson, appear in the picture by 
means of a remote control attachment to the camera. Guy Seaton, personnel director, was 
standing at extreme right and was neatly sheared off at the right shoulder. Possibly 
the photographers were getting even for a certain remark made recently. Anyway, we're 
sorry, Guy. Those attending are, left to right, back row, K. B. Cary, Harvey Armogost, 
Elmer Neujahr, Vern Campbell, Geo. Cruickshank, A. O. Andrews, J. S. Jackson, Max 
Walker, Paul Schmeltzer, Fred Strasser, John Manners and Guy Seaton. Center row, 
Homer Olsen, Roy Carlson, C. C. Donley, Chris Haberman, Dewey Olsen, Joy Dobbs, 
Andy Holt and Art Keckler. Front row, Ed Dorland, John McKinzie, Claude Walker, 
F. E. Behm and Joe Hartley. 


F. E. Behm, general plant superintendent, 

(right) congratulates Claude Walker upon 

the successful completion of forty years 

of achievement and presents him with a 
gift in behalf of those present. 


the positions of district inspector and 
maintenance inspector and had a 
hand in the planning and installation 
of many cable projects, and more re- 
cently had an active part in the pro- 
gram of conversion of exchanges 
from manual to dial operation. 


In June, 1942 he was assigned to 
the Nebraska Ordnance Plant Ex- 
change at Mead as equipment fire- 
man, which position he held at the 
time of his retirement. His son, Max, 
is the wire chief at our Hastings 
Exchange. 

Mr. Walker was the guest of 
honor at a party held at Wahoo on 
September 27 and attended by 
twenty-five friends and associates in 


the Company. A most enjoyable evening was spent at cards, games and 
reminiscing topped by a roast ham supper served by Homer Olsen and Elmer 


Neujahr. 


C. C. Donley, general traffic superintendent, then conferred a certificate 
upon Mr. Walker acknowledging his service record with our Company of 
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forty meritorious years and F. E. 
Behm, general plant superintendent, 


on behalf of those present, presented 


him with a gift as an expression of 
the esteem and high regard in which 
he is held by all. Mr. Walker also 
was the recipient of a life member- 
ship in the Independent Pioneer 
Telephone Association. 


At present Claude is spending a 
couple of months visiting with rela- 
tives in California but plans to take 
up permanent residence in Lincoln. 
The “News” joins his multitude of 
friends throughout the organization 
in wishing him many years of con- 
tinued health and happiness. 


“Doc” Ojers Gets 


Nice Write Up 
diigo Roy Ojers, Area Manager 
at Nebraska City, has made a 
warm place for himself in the hearts 
of his fellow citizens is hardly open 
to question. Since his residence there 
he has taken an active interest and 
part in the community’s progress and 
is widely known and holds universal 
high regard. 


The Nebraska City News Press in 
the following friendly and cleverly 
written account offers congratula- 
tions for his thirty-five years of serv’ 
ice with our Company: 

“Thirty-five years, as a colleague 
remarks, have ‘waisted’ Roy Oyers 
a bit, but never could dim his en 
thusiasm either for The Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company 
or the community to which he has 
contributed so much. 

“Ojers began service with the 
Company in 1909, took time out dur’ 
ing World War I to be a captain of 
Engineers, and then resumed his 
career as a telephone man. 

“He is a bit thinner now but that 
has only added to his interest in life. 
In addition to his professional duties 
he has been president of the Rotary 
Club, president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, commander of the 
American Legion and at present is 


a member of the Nebraska City Park 
Board. 


Long may he ‘waive’ anything 


but Nebraska City!” 


Appointed As Evening 
Chief Operators 


Georgia Finnigan 


Marian Niemann 


HE appointment of Marian E. 
“ Niemann and Georgia Finnigan 
as evening chief operators in the 
Lincoln toll office was announced 
September 20 by Berniece Smith, 
Lincoln chief operator. 

Both have a background of ex- 
perience in toll operation and super- 
vision, which, combined with their 
proven ability and knowledge of toll 
operating work and practices, makes 
them especially well fitted to carry 
out the duties of their new offices. 


Pioneer Dues Cut 


CHANGE in the by-laws which 

- will effect a reduction from $3.00 
to $2.00 in annual dues for the In- 
dependent Pioneer Telephone Asso- 
clation was adopted by the board 
of. directors and approved at the an- 
nual meeting held in Chicago on 
October 10. 

Formerly the $3.00 dues were di- 
vided so that $1.00 went to the Na- 
tional Association, $1.00 was re- 
tained by the local Chapter and $1.00 
defrayed premium expense for acci- 
dent insurance policies issued to each 
physically qualified member. 

The new rate eliminates the insur- 
ance feature formerly in effect. 
However, tentative arrangements 
have been made with the Columbus 
Mutual Insurance Company, which 
has been writing the policies, to con- 
tinue issuing the insurance to indi 
vidual members of the Association, 
who wish to carry it, upon payment 
of $1.00 per annum directly to the 
insurance company. Further details 
will be presented when definite ar- 


rangements have been concluded. 


Oura Smith Retires 


HE never did have any real, hon- 
4 est-to-goodness instruction but 
learned the art of toll operating by 
working “just for fun” at Beaver 
Crossing before becoming a bona 
fide operator, is the description given 
by Oura Smith of her first experi 
ences as a switchboard operator. She 
took an early fancy to telephone 
work and used to “hang around” the 
office to kill time and help out when 
the regular operators were busy until 
deciding that she might as well get 
into the business herself. Her early 
lessons apparently did the trick, how- 
ever, because she continued for al- 
most twenty-three years as one of 
our most efficient and popular opera- 
tors until her retirement on pension 
from active service as toll operator at 
Milford on October 1. She is con- 
tinuing residence at Milford and her 
many friends join in wishing her 
many years of continued health and 
happiness. 


ee 


Herb Velte Lands 

ln New Guinea | 
LETTER recently received from 

‘% H. E. Velte, former directory 

salesman, indicates that he has ar- 

rived safely in New Guinea and 

thought he might be sent on to parts 


unknown. All of which leads some. 


to conjecture that by now he may 
be trodding Philippine soil. 

He seemed definitely disillusioned 
with the jungle and particularly the 
native women. He said in part, “How 
is everything with the L. T. & T? 
Do the gals still swoon for Schlentz, 
the Old Romeo? Tell him to come 
over here and give these Bushwomen 
a break. I wish you could see the 
jungle and the natives. From the let- 
ters I received from the States they 
have the impression this a paradise 
of olive skin hula girls and South 
Sea Island music. It is entirely the 
opposite. So I think I will start look- 
ing for a more civilized island. If 
I ever get back to the States I'll sure 
make up for lost time.” 

Power to you, Herb, and hurry 
back. Selling “I L’s” should be a 
pushover for you now with all your 
worldly experience. 
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President and Mrs. Woods 
Celebrate Their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary 


HE golden wedding anniversary 

- of President and Mrs. Frank H. 
Woods was celebrated on October 
19 at their home in Lincoln with a 
quiet family dinner attended by 
Frank H. Woods, Jr., and Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry C. Woods of Chicago 
and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. 
Woods of Lincoln. None of the six 
grandchildren was able to attend. 

The Woods family has now cele- 
brated three golden wedding anni- 
versaries. Mr. Woods’ parents, 
Colonel and Mrs. F. M. Woods ob- 
served their fiftieth anniversary in 
1916 and 1943 marked the golden 
wedding anniversary of Mr. and 
Mrs. Mark Woods. 

The 1894 wedding of Miss Nelle 
Cochrane to Frank Woods at St. 
Paul’s Church in Lincoln marked 
the beginning of fifty years of hap- 
piness, success and distinction. Con- 
gratulations and best wishes for the 
years which Wie ahead are extended. 


Traffic Changes 

HE following changes in traffic 

positions for October have been 
announced by the General Traffic 
Superintendent’s office: Mrs. Ewva- 
lena A. Simmerman was transferred 
from Carleton to Alexandria as chief 
operator-cashier following the resig- 
nation of Mrs. Anna M. Deets. Mrs. 
Myrtle M. Smith was employed as 
contract chief operator-cashier at 
Carleton to replace Mrs. Simmerman. 
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Mud Versus Magnets 


si ENTAL, entirely mental, in 
fact, it’s all in your head,” ex- 
plained Chauncey Eggerss as he 
stepped up to Number 4 tee at Pio- 
neers’ golf course preparatory to 
lobbing a ball over the “lake.” “It’s 
largely a proposition of ‘mind over 
matter,” he continued with a pa- 
tronizing smile, carefully selecting a 
very old ball and pulling his trusty 
four iron from the bag, “and as far 
as I am concerned that water out 
there is no 
hazard at all. 
It just doesn’t 
exist.” 
Whereupon 
he uncorked a 
lusty swing 
with one of 
the longest fol- 
low - throughs 
on record, 
about 65 yards to quote figures, the 
club slipping out of his hands and 
flying out over the rippling waves 
to land smack-dab in the middle of 
the pond in five feet of water. And, 
believe it or not, the ball sailed out 
in a perfect trajectory landing just 
one foot off the green. . 


Those of us privileged to witness 
the phenome- 
non, being of 
a practical 
twist, immedi- 
ately started 
lining up the 
center of the 
circling rip- 
ples, which 
marked the 
point of en- 


try, with various objects on the other 
bank, such as tumble weeds and golf 
players, so that we could point out 
the exact location when he went 
to search for it later on. We also 
proffered unlimited good advice as 
to the best method of recovery, all 
of which Mr. Eggerss deprecatingly 
waved aside stating that his plans 
already were laid and for us just to 
relax. 


The next evening he appeared 
with a boat and confidence to begin, 
with the aid of a friend on the bank, 
the salvaging operations. He was 
armed with a rake, a rope, and his 
“ace in the hole,” a set of six magnets 
taken from magneto subsets and 
joined together with tape. 


The grand strategy consisted of 
three steps: 1. navigation with the 
assistance of the “spotter” on the 
bank to the general area of opera- 
tions, 2. location of the club by prob- 
ing the bottom of the pool with the 
rake and 3. (and this is the pay-off) 
lowering the magnets into the water 
to grapple the lost iron and haul it 
safely to the surface. A practical 
step might have been to try out the 
magnets on a golf club on dry land 
before venturing over the deep but 
this was no time for logic. There 
was work to be done! And so the 
voyage started. 


After being blown off course sev- 
eral times by 
a spanking 
south wind, 
our skipper 
managed to 
maneuver to 
the desired 
spot and com- 
mence jabbing 
at the mud 
bottom and 
was amazed at 
the collection of more or less useful 
items he retrieved. None, however. 
falling in the general category of 
golfing equipment, he was reach- 
ing the depths of  discourage- 
ment when the clawing fingers of the 
rake struck a promising object. Ah. 
his worries were at an end, and was 
he glad he had had foresight enough 
to rig up the grappling magnets. 
Otherwise he might have had the 
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devil’s own time getting the club in 
the boat. 


With a triumphant flourish he 
lowered the magnets into the murky 
depths and waved them enticingly 
to and fro like bait past a wary pike. 
But nothing happened. Only slight- 
ly abashed, he tried again expectant- 
ly, but with comparable success. Fi- 
nally, in desperation, he let the 
weights crash to the bottom in vain 
efforts that raised nothing more than 


his temperature and hefty chunks of 
mud. 


At this juncture Mr. Eggerss did 
what practi- 
cally any nor- 
mal human 
under the cir- 
cumstances 
would do. He 
took off his 
pants, jumped 
in the water, 
picked up the 
four iron and 


waded ashore, pulling the boat after 
him. 


There is a bright side to every story 
and this one is no exception. Al 
though the experience was painful 
he undoubtedly will profit in the 
long run by it. McKenna was watch- 
ing carefully when he swung the 
club and knows exactly wherein the 
fault lies. He has offered Chaunce 
a course of free instruction which 
undoubtedly will do wonders for his 
golf game. 
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“Journey's End” 


Dorothy Grafton, of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department, suffered the 
grievous experience of losing both 
her father and mother, both of 
Firth, Nebraska, within the space 
of a few days. Her father, the 
Reverend Albert C. Grafton 
passed away on October 3 and her 
mother, Mabel E. Grafton, fol- 
lowed her husband in death one 
week later on October 10. Fu- 
neral services for both were held 
at the Firth Presbyterian Church. 
The deep sympathy of her many 
friends in the organization are ex’ 
tended to Dorothy in her hour of 
bereavement. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Eita Griffin 


Thirty-Nine Years 
Milo Caslasky, Anna M. Seymour, 
Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
J. S. Jackson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln- 
Thirty-Two Years 
Herbert Huddleston, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 
Twenty-Nine Years 


Fred Adkins, Sutton. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
R. C. Boling, H. F. Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
R. E. Burkett, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City; W. H. 
Webster, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; Erma 
Dixon, Geneva; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury; 
S. F. Bush, J. T. May, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha Merz, 
Seward. 
Twenty-Two Years 
Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Eita Griffin, Geneva: W. A. Rosenthal, 
Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln; Edna Way: 
man, DeWitt. 
Eighteen Years 
May May, Ashland. 
Seventeen Years 
Iva Clary, Weeping Water: Catherine 
Kahm, Sutton; Lauretta Rowley, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years . 
Lois Lindstrom, Hastings: Viola Little, 
Brock. 
Fourteen Years . 
Helen Ledgway, Plattsmouth: Lavina 
McElroy, Wilber. 


W. A. Rosenthal 


Viola Little 


Geneva Lincoln Brock 
20 Years 20 Years 15 Years 


Twelve Years 
Miriam Carter, Louisville; R. E. Hib- 
bert, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Elsie Sole, Geneva. 
Seven Years 
Kathryn Brooke, Ruth Phelan, Lin- 
coln: Aletha Lewis, Osceola. 
Six Years 
Elizabeth Reesman, Lincoln. 
Five Years 


Mandane Reid, Fairbury. 


CONSTRUCTION 
ACTIVITIES 


(Continued from page 3) 


A proposed project of major im- 
portance is the installation of over 
8500 feet of cable at Hastings to 
accommodate service for the new 
housing areas for Naval personnel. 
This will be handled by W. F. 
Combs’ crew which at present is 
working on the Nelson, Harvard, 
Superior lead. 

Seven “gangs” are in operation 
at present. “Brick” Smith and John 
Hobson are handling Lincoln main- 
tenance while Harry Moss and G. A. 
“Swede” Foster are repairing Lincoln 
farm lines. W. F. Combs is stationed 
at Hastings and E. J. Eichenour has 
been working on farm lines with a 
town plant maintenance job at Exeter 
coming up. George Hansen recently 
has been respinning cable and doing 
maintenance work at Stromsburg. 

At 21st and L are located the of- 
fices of Paul Schmeltzer, construction 
superintendent; Joy Dobbs, construc: 
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tion inspector; Clyde Boyles, general 
foreman; Herman Studier, city fore- 
man, and R. V. Clifford, chief clerk. 
Mrs. Ila Wylder is the superintend- 
ent’s secretary and as Associate Edi- 
tor does a splendid job of reporting 
her Department’s activities for the 
“News,” while Shirley Hess handles 
stenographic and _ clerical assign- 
ments. 


Estella Fisher Retires 

HE retirement of Mrs. Estella M. 

Fisher, night operator at Stroms- 
burg, was announced on October 1. 
Mrs. Fisher had devoted almost 
24 years of serv- 
ice to the Tele- 
phone Industry, 
starting in 
Stromsburg in 
November, 1920 
and having 
served at that 
Exchange con 
tinuously since 
with the excep- 
tion of one brief transfer to Lincoln 
in 1937. She is well known and has 
a wide circle of friends both at her 
home town and throughout the sur- 
rounding territory and her release 
from active duty will leave a gap not 
easily refilled. She has established 
residence at 2430 Vine Street at Lin- 
coln where, according to present 
plans, she intends to make her home. 
She was the honor guest at a fare- 
well party given by her fellow em- 
ployees at Stromsburg shortly before 
she left and was presented with a 
beautiful gift symbolizing — their 
esteem and affection. 


$ 
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Estella M. Fisher 


Lincoln UWF and Chest 


Drives Successful 

N THE recent campaign to raise 
* funds for the United War Fund 
and Community Chest the Lincoln 
employees with a quota of $2,456.55 
pledged $2,596.81, or 105% of the 
quota assigned. Of this amount 215 
members of the Union pledged 
$825.31. 

Out of a total of 459 employees in 
Lincoln, 427 or 93% contributed. 
In 8 out of 14 divisions there was 
100% participation. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
Ashland 


Agnes Moran spent a week in Ken- 
tucky with her husband, who is in camp 
there. . . . Loraine Bryant spent her 
vacation in Denver. ... We have a new 
Chief Operator, Lura Blackman. : 
Pauline Eaton Radenslaben has been 
working temporarily but is leaving soon 
for Mississippi. . . Mr. Potter took his 
vacation this month. .. . Max Armstrong 
is home from V-12 school in Seattle. 


Bellwood 


Camilla (Dottie) Selzer really hit the 
front page in more ways than one. She 
was washing windows the other day and 
became so absorbed in her reflection in 
the window that the bench she was stand- 
ing on took a notion to fall out from 
under her. She fell forward and struck her 
eyelid and cheek against a bench, cutting 
herself and requiring three stitches and a 
little time to get rid of that off-shade of 
blue around the eye. She still has a 
peculiar cast to her eye but says that 
way she can claim the first black eye in 
her life. 


David City 


Even though winter is stepping right 
on our heels, vacations seem to be the 
main topic of this column. Though you 
lucky people are enjoying yourselves, 
we others can live with a thought of a 
vacation about three hundred and some 
days away. Doesn’t seem long, does it? 
; Jean Vybiral, Beth Dollison, Betty 
Newcome all enjoyed very quiet vacations 
at home. They state it is cheaper and not 
quite so nerve racking. Other than an oc- 
casional trip to Omaha or Lincoln for the 
day, they seldom came out of hibernation. 
... Merna Stewart went to Hastings about 
a month ago, and came back with a gleam 
in her other eye. She claims she talked 
hard and long, and they finally released 
her. From what? We wonder! 
Another new operator has been added to 
our force replacing Lorene DeTurk. 
Though we hated losing that cute little 
redhead, she had to leave because of 
poor health. But, we are very happy to 


welcome Leora Weyand of Bellwood to 
our clan of plug pushers. ... I wonder 
what the attraction down in Lincoln is 
for Merna Stewart, Irene Swan and Jean 
Vybiral. These three gals spent a day 
down there last week and came _ back 
with glowing details. Must be all those 
gobs. Ha! . . Helen Havlena starts her 
long anticipated vacation next week, and 
Wisconsin is her destination. To visit her 
uncle and her brother, who is stationed in 
the Army there, it says here. ... The 
Plant Department does nothing but work 
hard all day and have no time to make 
the news. But we dug up something any- 
way. A new addition to our plant force 
is Al Shellenberg of Nebraska City. Al is 
a big man, but he emphatically states 
that if he has to walk that two miles four 
times a day much longer, he'll be skin 
and bones before long. Please, someone, 
find him a new house closer to town. 
I wonder who we are kidding. The ones 
that are empty, are uSually full of ter- 
mites and the ones that are full have 
people in them. Strange coincidence, isn’t 
it. ... Harvey Armagost took two days off 
and went to a Fireman’s convention in 
North Platte last week. When he came 
back he claimed that everything was very 
quiet and uneventful. The Traffic 
Department dedicated their new game and 
lounge room the other night. The opera- 
tors broke it in and from all reports, there 
was really nothing to break. Dogs and 
pork and beans were the leads on the 
menu. So that is where my Cocker 
Spaniel went. But all reports indicate 
a very enjoyable evening was spent. 


Louisville 


Elsie Hornbeck spent her vacation 
at Fairbury and at home | starting 
October 23. 


Milford 


“Well, there just isn’t anything excit- 
ing this time, but I will make something 
happen next time.” So were the words 
spoken to the reporter when she asked 
the Milford Chief Operator for news. 
“Now don’t do anything I wouldn’t do, 
Cc. O.” . . . Oura Smith retired the first 
of October. She was presented with a gift. 

. Mildred Hughes spent a two weeks 
vacation at home. 


Nebraska City 


It has been typical autumn weather 
here this past month, which probably ex- 
plains why vacations are still in full 
swing. Mary Bartyzelle spent her two 
weeks enjoying ‘‘Mother Nature” at home 
on the farm. Incidentally, we can’t think 
of a better way to spend a vacation in 
peace and quiet. Augusta Ingram 
Started her vacation the 23rd and as yet 
we haven’t heard how she plans to enjoy 
her ten days. . We lost three of our 
well-liked operators this month, Nadine 
Borland, Louise Fritsch, and Lorraine 
Smith. We are surley sorry they had to 
leave ‘cause we're going to miss them. 
. . . Our Ass't. Chief Operator, Eunice 
Segelke, has gone to Ogden, Utah, to spend 
a few weeks with her husband on furlough 
there. Aren't some people lucky though? 
. Maxine Meyer spent her last two 
days off visiting friends in Syracuse and 


These views of York femininity were sent 

to us by Agent CX-2 from that area. At 

left is Lela Watson, assistant chief oper- 

ator, Minnie Metcalf, traveling instructor 

and Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, while 

at right is this rather ‘’summery” pose of 
Velma Garlock, operator. 
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Piat’smouth. ...A few of the girls down 
this way seem to have had the urge to go 
home lately. Aileen _Bohlen spent the 
week-end of the 15th with her family 
at Sidney, Iowa. Velma Abker spent 
Wednesday the 25th with her family at 
Otoe, and Marjorie Gess spent her week- 
end of the 9th at her home in Dunbar. 

. We’d like to take this opportunity 
to welcome three new girls to our oper- 
ating force. They are Betty Johnson, 
Aileen Bohlen and Lois Ryder. Wel- 
come girls. ... We have had an unusually 
large number of well-known visitors this 
past month. Some who dropped around 
to see us were J. A. McKinzie, A. S. 
Keckler, A. O. Andrews and Claude Helm. 
. . . There is something about October 
weather that brings out the urge to go 
pheasant hunting. Ivan Livingston and 
Ralph Connors seem to have had it. Ralph 
said he tramped about 48 miles, he’s 
probably stretching it a little, but there 
must be some reason why he now walks 
on his knees. W. A. Letellier at- 
tended the I.0.0.F. Convention in Lincoln, 
October 18 and 19. ... We have a new 
member in the Plant Department. His 
name is Herbert Gude. ... Mr. Ojers spent 
his vacation visiting in Crete. It seems he 
does a little fishing in his spare time. The 
way I heard it John Ruppel and Harry 
Wolf dig the bait and Mr. Ojers always 
goes home with the fish. What’s the mat- 
ter, John and Harry? Are you using the 
wrong technique, or could it be his cigar 
smoke that attracts them? 


Plattsmouth 


Mr. & Mrs. Eckles and family went 
pheasant hunting at Nelson for their va- 
cation starting October 16. 


Rising City 
Marian Van Matre has turned over her 


job of being plug pusher to Arlene 
Hunsche to enter the Uni. of Nebraska. 


Seward 


It seems like nobody does anything ex- 
citing anymore around here. Anybody 
have any suggestions what we might do? 
. .. We are sorry about Chris Haberman, 
who has gone to the hospital for treat- 
ment. Hurry up and get well, Chris, we 
miss you. ... A new member has been 
added to our cord pluggin’ assemble none 
other than Bernice Mueller. Good luck 
to you, ‘‘Beanie’”’. A certain little 


operator really believes in quitting work 
early. The other day the C. O. dismissed 
her to take relief and what does she do 


but put on her hat and coat and starts 
out the door, saying “Goodbye”. The C. O. 
politely spoke up and asked where she 
was going. She said she was going home. 
To her surprise and amazement it was 
only 9:00 o'clock. Was she embarrassed!... 


Syracuse 
E. A. Ernst went pheasant hunting this 


‘month and came back with the limit. 


General Manager J. H. Agee and General 
Commercial Superintendent H. F. McCulla 
were visitors here last week. Miss Windels 
spent a day shucking corn this week and 
seemed to suffer no bad results. Norma 
Jean Gore was a bridesmaid at a wedding 
this month. Mrs. Lockhart was a week- 
end visitor in Omaha. Lincoln shoppers 
this month were Mrs. Andrews, Katheryn 
France, and Darlene Johannes. Miss Hal- 
verson and Miss Miller, supervisors from 
Lincoln, were also visitors at our office. 


Wahoo 


Emily Hanus and Irma Shonka_ of 
the Traffic Department, spent the week- 
end of October 8 at their homes in David 
City. . ... Elmer Neujahr, combination 
man, started his vacation October 23.° He 
expects to spend it painting his house... . 
Genevieve Johnson, cashier, is all smiles. 
Why? A certain party is home on furlough 
so she is enjoying her vacation!... Marie 
Collerick, Traffic Department, spent her 
two weeks vacation with relatives in 
Plattsmouth. 


Weeping Water 


Addalene Lorenson, chief operator, 
started her vacation October 21 at home. 
. . . Mrs. Cleary started her vacation 
October 9 and visited at Otoe, Nebraska. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 


Where does it go? The time, we mean. 
Seems as though we just get this column 
out for one month and along comes an- 
other month. Newcomers during 
October were Bernice Garcia and Dorothy 
Ekberg. A hearty welcome to you, girls! 
- We're sorry to report that Laura 
Sires is off work because of illness. We're 
all hoping for a speedy recovery and her 
return to work. ... Marie Vidlock is hav- 
ing herself a time in Chicago, and if you 
know Marie and if you know Chicago, 
you can believe that! . . . Rose Riggs 1s 
spending her vacation in California, visit- 
ing relatives. Also vacationing during 
October were Ann Keegan, Dewey Nelson, 
Dick Spohn, and Ed Brehm. .. . PFC. Har- 
old Brady, former machine operator in the 
Addressograph dropped in recently to 
grect all of his friends in the department. 
We all enjoyed his visit. . . . You've all 
heard the old saying, “When it rains, it 
pours.” The Revenue Section will heartily 
agree. Seems as though being rushed with 
work isn’t enough. They've got to have a 
few accidents, too. We're referring to the 
day when Mary Dana “just happened” to 
spill a bottle of ink all over everything. 
And the same day, our favorite laugh 
provoker, Clara (Jonsey) Jones spilled a 
bottle of glue! (You know, that sticky 
stuff.) ’Course they just couldn't under- 
Stand how it happened. They were both so 
Careful and yet there it was—all ove! 
everything. We’ll take their word for it, 
and blame it on the gremlins. ‘Cause after 
all, we’ve had a few run-ins with those 
gremlins ourselves. In fact, we've got one 
locking the keys on our typewriter, an- 
other moving our marginal stops, another 
taking the ink out of our ribbon, anc 
half a dozen others doing half a rage 
Other things right now, just so We aha 
be able to meet the deadline. Ah, well, 
Such is life! 


Construction 
Department 


Ila Wylder, Associate 
Editor 


“‘News’”’ items seem 
to grow more scarce 
eech month, but we 
will do our best to 
report the goings and 
comings in the Con- 
struction Department. 
... We have several 
fall vacationers, at 
the present time John 
Hobson and Lorin 
Lyons are vacation- 
ing. . . . We don’t 
know about Lorin, 
but John is’ busy 
painting his house 
and getting his place 
ready for cold weath- 


This, folks, is that famous midget car belonging to Ed Dorland 
of Wahoo, and Ed really gets around in it.’ He gets about sixty 


er (it’s not exactly miles to the gallon on its two cylinder motor and travels any 


my idea of a vaca- place he wants to go. His adventures during a recent trip to 
tion, John) ...Clyde Kansas were featured in Joe Hartley’s “Excuse It Please’ re- 
Boyles has just re- cently. It is equipped with a radio and other “extras” and Ed 
turned from his va- has received offers for it from all over the country. This scene 


cation in Minnesota 
looking rested and 
ready for another 
year’s work... . 
Knud Arngren and Bill Conn, also took 
advantage of the nice autumn weather for 
vacations. ... We are happy to report that 
Carl Hedstrom is now back at work after 
his recent illness... . ‘““Swede”’ Foster and 
Harry Moss’ crews are still busy with 
Lincoln farm’ line repairs. ... Earl Eichen- 
our’s crew is busy with Exeter farm lines 


and George Hansen's gang just moved in. 


to York to do some work on the York town 
plant. ... ‘Babe’ Combs’ crew seem to find 
plenty of work in the Hastings Area. 


Local Commercial 
Betty Roeder, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still the main event for 
this month. Verna Alexander spent most of 
her time in Seward helping her folks move. 
Her folks made Verna’s stay useful by 
having her go after the cows and gather- 
ing the eggs every night. A real little 
helper! ... Marge Whiting spent her va- 
cation at home cleaning house. She claims 
it took her a week to clean it and the next 
week she spent resting up. .. . Viola 
Graham spent her vacation at her home 
in Kansas.. Marie Stockton spent 
her vacation at home just relaxing and 
taking it easy. ... Mr. Overcash spent his 
vacation harvesting crops from his garden 
it seems. One day he brought in a huge 
carrot and the next day he came in with 
a large strawberry. He went so far as to 
explain how he enjoyed strawberry short- 
cake. . . . I must make a correction for 
writing in a previous issue that C. Eggerss 
had taken the remainder of his vacation. 
Chauncey was transferred to the Base at 
the particular time and I called it a vaca- 
tion. (Editors note: We think you were 
right in the first place.) However, I can 
now write this month that Chauncey spent 
the remainder of his vacation at home 
singing lullabies to his small son. : 
Mr. Cary journeyed to Chicago to a 
telephone convention and then on _ to 
Michigan to visit his old home town on 
his vacation. Virginia Anderson, 
a newcomer, has been working in the 
directory department and we're glad to 
see her around. However, we are sorry 
to lose Lilia Nelsen from our gang as we 
were just getting acquainted. . . . Dorothy 
Kehling has proven to the office that she 
can really blush. While waiting on cus- 
tomers at the counter, she had the honor 
of helping two soldiers one afternoon. 
The fellows were applying for work to 
help deliver telephone directories. This all 
being very new to Dorothy, she sent the 
two men promptly up to Mr. Seaton’s 
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was taken during the Humboldt Fall Festival and Free Fair 
in September during which Ed participated in the parade. 


ofice only to find herself chasing right 
behind them to direct them back to con- 
sult Mr. Waters. If you ever have anyone 
you'd like to have tracked down, just call 
on Dorothy, our ‘‘star’. ... At the time 
of this writing G. McMeen is recovering 
nicely from an operation she underwent 
at St. Elizabeth Hospital. ... Mr. Waters 
has found other interests besides being 
an Area Comm. Mgr. The other evening 
Ruth Clark was at a party at the U.S.O. 
and noticed a sharp looking waiter run- 
ning around dishing out chow. The waiter 
proved to be none other than Mr. Waters. 
He claimed it was just a part time hobby 
but we suggest that he keep this “waiter 
job’’ under his hat because there are 
plenty of people in Lincoln without but- 
lers these days and they’ll snatch up any- 
one. ... Mr. Eggerss experienced a sad 
game of golf one fine Sunday as he 
swung with much vim and vigor at the 
ball only to discover his club flying into 
mid air and the ball resting in the same 
spot. A few days later Mr. Gorman es- 
corted Chauncey out into the middle of a 
lake and after much unsuccessful fishing, 
Chaunce jumped into the lake, shoes and 
all, to secure his golf club. Wasn't exactly 
wading weather either! 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Autumn leaves are falling fast, but it 
is still vacation time to some in the switch- 
room and service departments. ... Ed 
Cummings stayed close to home and tried 
to keep up with all the baseball and foot- 
ball games. He says it isn't easy to listen 
to two games at the same time. ... Ed 
Dulin and Roy Cleveland, plus a couple 
of friends, went banging away to Elgin— 
just to chase some pheasants up and down 
corn rows, but somehow they did manage 
to bag about thirty birds, just sheer luck. 

.. E. T. Dougherty went to Greeley and 
Rapid City for two days hunting and re- 
ports that he got his limit of pheasants. 
...dJ. C. Miller went hunting a few days 
during his vacation and the rest of the 
time was spent at home taking it easy. 
P . Milo Caslasky, C. W. Keester, D. C. 
Travis and W. H. Webster all stayed at 
home during their vacation and got caught 
up on a little home work. ... Ray Baldwin 
just returned to work after spending a 
rip-roaring time at his brother’s ranch out 
in Colorado. It was rumored around that 
due to the transportation — situation, 
Baldy” was going to have to ride back on 
a bicycle, but later we learned he just 


Harry Smith, both 
taking the last half 
of their vacations. H. 
Huddleston spent two 
weeks at home. Your 
associate editor took 
her vacation Oct. 4 
to Oct. 13 visiting her 
husband in Virginia. 

Howard Stacy 
came home Oct. 2 
from Paratroop train- 
ing schoo] at Ft. Ben- 
ning, Georgia and re- 
turned Oct. 13, by 
plane for his assign- 
ment. . . . Inventory 
in the Supply De- 


The managers from the Southern District snapped while in Lin- partment is well un- 
coln for a recent conference. Left to right they are, Tom der way with every 


Longdon, Fairbury; Chas. Dickenman, 


Wymore; Clyde Burge, district manager; 
Auburn; E. J. Flowerday. Humboldt; Chas. Meshier, Tecumseh; 
George Brock, Wilber; and Ed Massie of Friend. 


‘blew” in. .. . Magdalen Heser spent most 
of her vacation visiting with relatives in 
Grand Island and York. ... J. E. Smith 
and family had a very nice vacation at 
Cedar Bluffs where they had a cabin near 
the Platte River. Milton Metcalf 
rolled up his sleeves and started painting 
his house while on vacation, but ‘Old 
Man Weather” just wouldn’t cooperate and 
“Met” thought it would look rather odd 
to be painting in the rain. ...H. M. 
Zimmerman spent a few days visiting with 
relatives in Grand Island and the rest of 
the time at home during his vacation... . 
A. B. Smith spent a few days of his va- 
cation in St. Louis, where he saw the two 
best games of the World Series. The rest 
of the time he spent at home working in 
his yard. . .. Earl Lawson sure did eat a 
lot while on vacation up in Detroit. At 
least he gained over five pounds—just 
getting ready for lean years... . J. Pugsley 
spent a very enjoyable two weeks visiting 
with relatives in Clear Lake, Iowa. While 
there he went to ‘The Little Brown 
Church” for which the song is written; 
and also went to the ‘“smallest’’ church in 
the United States which is located in the 
Northeastern part of Iowa. This church 
has a seating capacitv for twelve people. 
. Rex Winders took the last week of 
his vacation during the time his son 
Lysle, who is in the Navy, was home on 
leave with his wife and little daughter. 
- . In a recent letter from Charlie Ford, 
former powerman who is now a farmer in 
Missouri, he said his corn isn’t quite as 
big as that of Herb Jenkins. Charlie’s ears 
of corn are so small compared to Herb’s 
that they would look like warts if piled 
on top of Herb's gigantic species. Tom 
Risser said he heard that Herb's corn was 
so big that the ears have to be sawed in 
half before they fit in the wagon. (Open 
a window please!) .. . Hugo Staley went 
hunting one day, and after a very tiresome 
day of walking all over the fields between 
Princeton and Crete, without seeing nary 
a bird, he decided that a squirrel would 
be ok—but the squirrel got away (Oh me!) 
. Ivan Paddack, who lives out in Uni. 
Place, doesn't seem to care which bus he 
takes, just as long as it is the first one. 
Just recently he found himself out near 
the Vet's Hospital, and another time 
somewhere on So. 16th on a Sumner bus. 
. . George Keith is a very generous fel- 
low and loaned his boat to Chauncey Egg- 
erss. Who ever heard of throwing a per- 
fectly good golf club in the lake and then 
going out to fish for it? We wonder what 
kind of bait he used? 


Supply Depariment 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor. 
There are a few vacationers yet this 
season. They include L. A. Stacy and 


Beatrice; Roy Mi£ills, 


one in the _ office 
helping Charles Han- 
sen get it together. 


Sterling Nelson, 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


We are back from a very wonderful va- 
cation spent in the state of New Mexico 
and points in Nebraska and are finding 
it a little difficult to get back to every 
day work. Mary Emerson, local Supervisor, 
vacationed at home... . Now on vacation 
are Kathryn Brooke, PBX operator, Vera 
Wasson, local Supervisor, Darlene Multer 
and Marie Adkisson, toll operators and 
Louise Porter, assistant chief operator. 

. Lillian Baker, toll operator, has re- 
turned to work after an extended illness. 
We are glad to have you back, Lillian. ... 
Uldene Brown, desk operator, is leaving us 
to join her husband in New York City. 
. . . Ruby Abrams, toll Supervisor, has re- 
signed to live with her sister in California. 
... Marie Adams, former employee, visited 
us while on a vacation from California 
and another visitor was Grace Miller, 
chief operator at Fort Collins, Colorado, 
who spent a few days here visiting Marie 
Jackson and her many other friends. ... 
Dorothy Nelson and Irene Halvorsen, toll 
supervisors, spent the week end in Syra- 
cuse and knowing them both so well, we 
are sure they enjoyed every minute... . 
There still isn’t much of important news 
items in this department except vacations 
and heavy traffic. ...We have told about 
the vacations and why talk of the heavy 
traffic? Everyone knows we have that, so 
guess we'd better get back to work. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 

Fall weather is well on its way now, 
but when it was having such a terrible 
time getting started a number of the girls 
were off with Old Man Flu and Mr. Cold. 
... The latest in our office is Mary Jane 
Kipf, whom we welcome to our. board. 
We also, welcome back Louise Schmidt, 
who is busy with a new toll class which 
consists of Evelyn Menke and Dorothy 
Whitehead. Miss Willey, our chief 
operator spent her vacation at her home 
in Steele City, ‘‘just taking life easy” as 


she puts it... . Wilma Grupe is now vaca- 
tioning here, there and yonder. Fact is 
we can't keep track of her. ... Juddean 


Carpenter took off for California this 
month. She writes that life is wonderful 
in San Diego and there are lots of good 
‘pointless’ steaks. Good luck to you 
Juddean.... Mrs. Sharp was off for quite 
a few days, but evidently she applied the 
“apple a day’ technique, because she is 
back and busy. ... Mr. and Mrs. R. I. 
Schouborg spent the week end of October 
22nd in Holdrege visiting relatives. 

Welton Grant. Harlan Gillespie and Lloyd 
Oglesby returned from = a_=- successful 


pheasant hunting trip with a good bag of 
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birds. . .. Beatrice’s loss is Auburn's gain. 
as George Eggleston, popular Beatrice 
combination man was transferred to the 
latter place early in October. ... Frank 
Walter, our bee expert is beginning to 
lose his charm over his pets. While chang- 
ing some hives recently a couple of his 
favorite honey bees attacked him at the 
same time. The result was a badly swollen 
chin and hand for Frank, as evidence of 
their affection. Joe E. Howard, Jr. 
was recently employed as a member of the 
Beatrice Plant Department. 


Burchard 


Hattie Wilcox spent the week end 
of October 14th in Superior and while 
there attended the Silver Wedding Anni- 
versary of her niece and husband, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Brown. 


Cook 


LaVerne Beasterfeld spent October 15th 
in Tecumseh with friends. 


Crab Orchard 


Bertha Sharp the former chief operator 
here visited the office. ° 


Clatonia 


Matilda Alpers, chief operator, has 
been confined to her home for severai 
weeks because of illness. 


Dawson 


Esther West spent October 16th and 
19th in Humboldt visiting friends and 
relatives. Olive Smith attended an all day 
Women’s Club meeting October 19th. 


Fairbury 


Vacations are still the main event of 
the month—Mr. Longdon took his during 
the hunting season so he could spend all 
of his time in the fields looking for and 
shooting pheasants. . . . Elizabeth Moredick 
has returned from Hastings, after spending 
some time helping out in the Traffic De- 
partment. ... Kansas City, Mo. holds an 
attraction for Mary Jackson, Beryl Leslie 
and Annabelle Stocker. Come girls, tell 
us what it is... . Joyce Schmit began her 
vacation October 21st, but left without 
Blving us the details. More about that 
next time. 

Friend 


Hotilda Eurich is vacationing at home. 
_ Alice Peters spent her vacation 
visiting relatives at Kilgore, Nebraska. 


Humboldt 

On October 10th Emma Lee King, Dar- 
lene Stalder and Willistine Clark accom- 
panied the Blood Donor Caravan to 
Kansas City, Missouri. .. . Mary Miester 
spent September 26th in Falls City and 
October 12th in 
Omaha. : 
Catherine Gillan 
spent September 
29th in Lincoln 
and October 15th 
in Auburn visit- 
ing. 

Steinauer 

Gladys Neuge- 
bauer spent 
from _ October 
Sth to 9th in 
Kansas City 
with her daugh- 


These Wilber 
representatives 
are Viola Knapp, 
assistant chief 
Operator and 
Norma Fort, op- 
perator, 


ter. . . . Lois Schutz is spending several 
weeks in Beatrice with her parents. ... 
Mrs. Divis visited in Pawnee City October 
17th. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst was a Lincoln visitor sev- 
eral times this month. 


Table Rock 


We wish to welcome a new student to 
our midst. She is Hazel Urich. 


Tecumseh 


C. B. Meshier enjoyed a two week's 
vacation ‘“‘puttering around” the house. We 
might add, Mrs. Meshier has our sympathy. 
... Verna Scherrer and Edna Ragon spent 
September 30th in Omaha, while Vera 
Kerner, Linda end Verna Bartels spent 
September 29th in Lincoln. ... Lt. and 
Mrs. Wayne Meshier arrived October 8th 
for a fifteen day visit with Mr. and Mrs. 
C. B. Meshier. Mary Fowler is 
spending a week in Kansas with her 
mother. ... I. B. Halverstadt started his 
vacation October 17th and will spend the 
time in the western part of the state, 
where the pheasants are plentiful. ... Lt. 
(j.g.) and Mrs. Keith Gibbs of Beaufort, 
S. C. spent two weeks visiting Jerrie 
Murphy and other relatives in Tecumseh. 


Tobias 


Nata Hershey of Geneva, spent a few 


days in Tobias with her mother, Mrs. 
Adell Hershey. 


Western 


Sarah Mussman is spending a week 


visiting her husband at C < 
ts aon amp Maxey, 


Wilber 


- . . Lincoln 


Visitors this month were Viola Knapp and 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Edito 
* r 
Fairmont 
Eth i 
‘ ec chief OPerator-cashij 
mea es ning in Wyoming and Or ney 
Y spent October 19 in Lin in 
coln. 


; Ge 
Elsie M. Sole j Bide 


duties as Cashier, . 


Milton Royce and Jess May engage in a 
bit of relaxation during the noon hour at 
the 2lst and L Club Room. 


erator at York, called at the Geneva office 
October 14. Evelyn Linde, former 
operator was a visitor at the office October 
16. . . . Helen Adermann, chief operator, 
spent October 18 in York. ... From what 
we hear, Phyllis Otte and Phyllis Fellows 
spent a most enjoyable week end in Lin- 
coln September 30 and October 1 and 2. 
. .. Phyllis Most is enjoying a two weeks 
vacation... . Ardeen Hofferber and Evelyn 
Brower spent October 18 in Lincoln... . 
R. J. Weis, when last seen was speeding 
out of town with all the necessary equip- 
ment for a week of duck huntingn. 


Hastings 


Bee Rohrer, cashier, isn’t complaining 
about the way a certain rural subscriber 
pays her telephone bill—especially when it 
means ridding her pocketbook of those 
rare red tokens. Bee will take them any 
time. . . . Alma Herzog has been on 
the sick list the past few days. ... Vaua- 
tioners this month include D. C. Wilson, 
B. A. Isaman and R. E. Wait. The latter 
two have been spending their time out 
chasing the pheasants. ... This month 
continues as previous ones in the Traffic 
Department and the ones to follow will 
no doubt be the same. Girls come and go. 
There are several new toll students at 
present as well as local. Best of luck gals. 

. “Jerry’’ Sherman returned from her 
vacation after spending part of her time 
in Grand Island with her in-laws to be 
and the rest are just doing this and that 
around home. Frieda Hoffman is 
back in the groove again after taking the 
other week of her vacation. ... Lauretta 
Einspahr is vacationing now and stated 
she was going to spend a very quiet time 
at her home in Holstein. . . . Everyone 
was very sorry to say farewell to Dorothy 
Janda who is moving to Trinidad, Colo- 
rado. . . . Roberta Taylor, our little gal 
from Pawnee City, has a new ring on that 
certain finger. The lucky soldier is sta- 
tioned in Indiana. . . . Dorothy Osterthun 
reports her week end recently spent in 
Lincoln and Tecumseh was super. 3 
Jean Steffan, who has been ill with ear 
trouble, is back with us again. : 
Clara Pennartz is back after being ill for 
several weeks with the flu... . Betty 
Carmichael plans to leave us soon but she 
hasn't yet stated what she intends to do 
in the future. 


Hebron 


We extend our welcome to Violet Butts, 
a newcomer to our switchboard. . 
Dolores Moell visited at her home in 
Carleton recently. . . . Jaunita Kvasnicka 
visited at her home in Mahaska, Kansas. 
_. , Ida Witte is taking her vacation... . 
During his vacation, H. F. Apking helped 
his daughter-in-law, Mrs. Edgar Apking, 
and family move from Schuyler to their 
new home in Hebron. 

Osceola 

Grace Harrison enjoyed a short visit in 
Denver, Colorado from October 16 to 18 
and states she did a lot of “seeing” in two 
days time... . Betty and Maxine Wright 
were Lincoln callers October 11. 


Polk 
Ramona Nelson spent October 11 shop- 
ping in Grend Island, and Ada Marie 
Nelson visited in York, October 14. 


Shelby 
Ica Westley returned to work October 
22 after spending two weeks with rela- 
fiaras and friends in Brainard and Omaha. 
Thrasilla Alt enjoyed her vacation 
the latter part of October. 
Shickley 
Helen Hoag is our new relief operator 
at Shickley. 
Stromsburg 
L. Cc. Williams witnessed the World 
Louis during his vacation 
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Series in St. 


This lady with the winsome smile is Mrs. 
Shirley Barth of the Hastings Traffic 
Depariment. 


the fore-part of October. He must have 
enjoyed himself as he’s been tired ever 
since. 


Superior 


From the Traffic Department we learn 
that several of the girls have been pheas- 
ant hunting. We haven't seen any feathers 
in their hats, though. . Frances Sar- 
chet underwent a tonsillectomy in an 
Omaha hospital recently. . . . Lois Mc- 
Dowell and her sister-in-law enjoyed ex- 
changing visits in Superior and Hastings. 

Fern Nelson enjoyed a rest during 
her vacation by staying at home and 
visiting nearby relatives. Mary Ann Hud- 
son has ventured as far as Boise, Idaho. 
Hope she doesn’t have any transportation 
difficulties. . .. Nadine Messersmith spent 
a day in Hastings shopping... . ‘‘Shrimp”’ 
Whitney has begun his vacation and is 
out with his gun. 


Sutton 


We welcome Gertrude Scheierman who 
is a new student operator in the Traffic 
Department. Jack Mankamyer enjoyed 
another week of his vacation hunting. He’s 
a real ‘‘champeen’”’. Two pheasants with 
one shot and on the fly too. But there's 
a catch to it—he didn’t see but one to be- 
gin with. Well, miracles will happen. 


York 


Amidst listening to political speeches, 
the hee-haw of the donkey, the elephant, 
“clang, clang, clang of the trolley’’, duck 
hunting and pheasants, knitted long sleeve 
sweaters and pumpkin pies, the York of- 
fice is still coming out with a few top 
stories. . . . Lela Watson is dividing her 
two weeks vacation between Waco, Ha- 
stings and Lincoln. Fern Wilger and Geo- 
line Luebbe are vacationing but we don't 
have the results of what happened during 
their two weeks vet. Mr. Helm is spending 
a week of his vacation in Lincoln, or at 
least that’s what he said but we're betting 
two to one he’ll have some tall tales about 
ducks and pheasants when he gets back. 

Not to be outdone, Margaret Laird 
has taken the ‘Til show ‘em” attitude and 
had her appendix removed. This is only the 
third of its kind during the last two 
months, not including two tonsillectomies. 
... New toll students under the direction 
otf Nyla Peters are Ardith Peters and 
Rosella Friesen. Marian Boyle made 
a mysterious visit to the Geneva office 
recently. . . . Mysterious in that she will 
not give with any of the details. ...H. M. 
Miller is not taking up testboard duties 
at the York exchange. ... What was Ruth 
Swanson doing coming into York just in 
time to get to work? Please explain, Ruth. 
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IRENE COMBS, HASTINGS," ; -m < | tt ee 

HAD SOME “ELASTIC TROUBLE | * a\ aS 3 

THE OTHER NIGHT AND | | | XS 

COULDNT REACH THE OFFICE. FRANK WALTER , OF BEATRICE Gy DECEMBER 1944 
CALL BELL WITHOUT LOSING BEE-KEEPER AND OFTEN REMARKS OF us 


ll 


A STOCKING.— HELPFUL 
BUCK ISAMAN , SEEING 

HER PLIGHT, REFUSED 10 LET HER 
IN UNTIL SHE RANG THE BELL . 


iD 


HIS MASTERY OVER THE INSECTS. HE LOST 
HIS TOUCH THOUGH, THE OTHER DAY AND WAS 
WAYLAID AND WELL STUNG BY TWO SWARMS. 


i 


< 
oe 


THE DETAILS OF S 
CHAUNCEY'S Sy 
SUBMERGED GOLF CLUB, TOLD 
ELSEWHERE IN THE’NEWS" 
LEAVES HIM WITHOUT 
COMPETITION FOR THE TLE 
OF "HERO OF THE. MONTH!" 


WELL HERB, 
YOU USED To 


HOSPITAL. : 
| [auier ) 


: He 2 Za, ft BIT OF SUNLIGHT 
Hits — STREAMING DOWN ON THE 
RUG WAS ENOUGH TO 
RUIN “HOUSE CLEANING DAY 
FOR CECILE ANDERSON, OF 


UNRELIABLE SOURCE , (BUT PLENTY 1 3 R= 

GOOD ENOUGH FOR US) COMES THE \ el galeria res 
NEWS THAT MESSRS. MECULLA AND AGEE Ce Ae 

GOT LOST WHILE GOING FROM WESTERN 10 | sez UI 


YORK~-AND WOUND UP IN THE 
INEVITABLE FARMERS BARNYARD. 


IVAN PADDACK, A UNI. PLACE RESIDENT GOT ON 
4 HOMEWARD BOUND BUS RECENTLY AND 
SETTLED DOWN To RELAX . 4 LONG TIME 
LATER, WAN REALIZED THAT THE SCENERY WAS 
UNFAMILIAR.- AND FOUND HE WAS ON THE- 


WRONG BUS-AND MILES AWAY FROM HOME 


VOLUNTEER U,S.0.WORKER,, 

ASA WATERS , WAS CAST IN THE 

ROLE OF WAITER THERE ONE RECENT 
NIGHT— AND, IF REPORTS ARE 
TRUE. SET THAT NOBLE PROFESSION 
BACK AT LEAST # HUNDRED 


bomes. 
NOW LESSEE, 2+2=4. 
NAW THATS 2X2, x 
OR |S IT ? Si 


LONG ENOUGH TO 
LET THE WRONG 
TEAM WIN. 


INVEST \N THE NEXT B-29 
BOMBER RAID ON TOKYO 


) { 


eg pes 


TWO OF OUR MIGHTY NIMRODS ARE 
aan CONSERVING RoE tbat a 

CK MANKAMYER. GOT TWO PHEASANTS | my MEJCALF TOOK. A VACATION 
WITH ONE SHOT ~> AND ROY miLLS TO PAINT HIS HOUSE ONLY To 
REPORTS FIFTEEN CROWS WITH ONLY HAVE IT POUR DOWN RAIN EVERY 
TO SHELLS. TIME HE REACHED FoR ff BRUSH. 


AH CAINT FIND 
IT NOWHERES! 


BUY AN xa $100 


WAR BOND DURING THE 
SIXTH WAR LOAN DRIVE. 


IE SOLES SAD STORY OF ROY GALLEY WAS CALLED | RUTH BLEVINS “BEATRICE | Bop ROSS WAS SEEN 
“UE (08 OF tH BAGGAGE FOR AND REMOVED FROM | INSISTS THAT "SHE BUSTED LUGGING HOME. A MAMMOTH 
IN DENVER WHILE ON A ~ THE OFFICE BY A MAN HER TOE BY THE OLD GAG OF | BOOK ON “HOW TO GE . 


VACATION TRIP To CALIFORNIA. OF THE LAW. RUNNING INTO # DOOR fl FARMER .“ 
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(Right) Operators in the Lincoln Traffic Department relax 
while off duty in the operators’ lounge. 


(Below) Class work constitutes an important phase of op- 

erator training. Colette Jokerst teaches a group of student 

operators at Lincoln. Left to right, back row, Helen 

Faughn, Margauritte Martin and Wanda Blair; front row, 
Lucille Perlinger and Mary Oenbring. 


NCREASED wartime labor turnover plus heavier toll 
business has, in the past two years, focused attention 
upon the Traffic Department’s training program. Nec- 
essarily it has been speeded up, but with this acceleration 
emphasis has been placed upon the human element in- 


The splendid assistance of Miss Minnie Metcalf in 
the assembling and preparation of material in this 
article is gratefully acknowledged. 


volved and the need for every instructor to recognize that 
the student ranks above the study. 

The Chief Operator’s interview with an applicant 
is a complete discussion of the many points pertinent to 
the interests of a new employee and the Company, and 
represents the actual beginning of an employee’s train- 
ing. Some of the items covered are the interviewee’s 


(Above) A class of three studenis ai Hasiings learn the funda- 
mentals of toll operating. Left to right, Instructor Geraldine 
Sherman, Lucille Buss, Arlene Engelhardt and Marian Hoffman. 


(Right) Lincoln classes find this practice switchboard very helpful 

in simulating the handling of long distance calls. Standing by the 

board is the teacher, Caroline Ronhovde. Evelyn Matteson is at the 

switchboard and Helen Patton records the ‘call’ at the enlarged 
“toll ticket’’ on the blackboard. 


OPERATOR 
TRAINING 


previous employment and an explanation of the latest 
government regulations concerning transfer from one job 
to another, the assignment of 
hours which the new operator 
may be given, the starting 
salary rate, vacation, disability 
and pension policy and the 
voluntary Participation in 
‘group insurance and _ bond 
ceduction plans. 

Following introductions to 
her instructor and fellow stu- 
dents, the new employee is 
taken to visit the operating 
room so that she may become 
generally familiar with its 
personnel, Supervisors, In- 
formation, Local, Toll and 
Rural operators, and with the equipment, cords, keys, 
jacks, that she will use. Later, in the classroom, a sample 
“bank” (a drawing showing a section of the switchboard 


Berniece Smith, Lincoln 
Chief Operator. 


Colette Jokerst’s class put their teachings into actual practice a; 

the long distance boards. In the foreground talking to a custome; 

is Lucille Perlinger with Margauritte Martin an interested observe, 
at her right. Miss Jokerst is the supervisor. 


containing one hundred numbers) is given to the students 
and, progressively, location of numbers, board markings 
and correct phraseology for various board markings jg 
learned. To integrate this classroom learning with rea] 
working conditions, drills are given at the switchboard, 
the instructor asking for numbers and the student estab. 
lishing connections with dummy cords. Most of the two 
weeks local training time, however, is spent in actual work 
at the switchboard in adherence to the belief of modern 
educators that we learn best by “doing.” 

Travel, by any means, physical, vocal or by imagina- 
tion, seems to have a special appeal to most of us, and 
operators, consequently, approach the long distance 
classes with enthusiasm. Toll training generally is dj 
vided into three types of work: CLR, Inward and 
Through, and TX, although recently it has been found 


(Above) The switchboard at Nebraska Citv with a 

class of student operators at the far end, Maxine 

Meyer instructing. Lillian Bader, Chief Operator, 

is at the far richt and the supervisor in the fore- 

ground is Kathryn Owens, Assistant Chief Op- 
perator. 


(Right) Maxine Meyer aives her class a bit of a 
“chalk talk.’ Left to ritht, Aileen Bohlen, Maxine 
Meyer, Betty Johnson and Lois Ryder. 


SY rN EI EY I NR, 


(Left) Familiar 
figures in every 
traffic office are 
these traveling in- 
structors whose 
work is so vital in 
successful opera- 
tor training. 
Standing, left to 
right, Ann Sey- 
mour and Merlie 
Markuson; seated, 
Lauretta Rowley 
and Minnie Met- 
calf. 


(Below) Student 
Marcia Davis at 
Lincoln handles 
an actual long dis- 
tance call under 
the supervision of 
Hazel Nichols. 


advantageous to start 
toll classes on Record- 
ing when not enough 
positions were available 
at the switchboard to 
allow other training to 
be given, In CLR, the 
letters representing the 
words “Combined Line 
(or Long Distance) and 
Recording,” the opera: 
tor learns how to record 
calls of all types, and 
how to work out on 
calls while the customer holds the line. Inward and 
Through lessons teach the student how to answer inward 
requests, establish connections to numbers or other op- 
erators, and record orders for busy circuits or busy num- 
bers. With today’s heavy toll load, this phase of training 
is especially important, for the inward and through op- 
erator can do much to decrease the un- 
necessary holding of circuits. The last 
lessons taught, TX, meaning “Point to 
Point,” gives an operator the experience 
of working on delayed calls and this is 
quite generally considered the most in- 
teresting phase of operating work. 
(Continued on page 8) 


GLORIA B. SARGENT, Lincoln traf- 
fic department, has reported to Hunter 
College, New York, for preliminary train- 
ing in the WAVES and becomes our third 
member of that organization. 


Receiving their overseas assignments 
during the month were Sgt. BILL QUINN 
and Pfc. HOWARD STACY. Howard 
is our only paratrooper, and will receive 
his mail through the San Francisco post- 
master. Bill is with the infantry and is 
apparently headed toward the European 
theater. 


Lt. FLOYD HENSON, navigator-bom- 
bardier of a B-25, and who flew across in 
late October, can already report several 
tours of action. Now located somewhere 
in the New Guinea area, he tells of hav- 
ing flown above Leyte, in the Philippines, 
and of the long journey homeward over 
enemy territory. Floyd has reason to be 
proud of his navigation over the Pacific, 
for at no time did he check more than 
one-fourth mile off course. 


BOB WOHLBERG, FC 3/C, has trans- 
ferred his activities to the Pacific ocean, 
changing his address from the New York 
to the San Francisco fleet post office. 


Pvt. CECIL SMALLEY, formerly a 
member of Babe Comb’s crew, has been 
assigned to a treadway bridge unit and 
is now located at Camp Swift, Texas. Cecil 
has spent portions of his army life at 
Camp Abbott, Oregon: North Fort Lewis, 
Washington and Camp Beale, California, 
before making his present move. 


Pvt. BONNIE B. HARRINGTON, re- 
cently of the Hastings traffic department 
is now attached to the army medical de- 
partment at Camp Atterbury, Indiana. 
Bonnie finds her new work very much to 
her liking and declares she “would not 
return to civilian life for anything.” 


Knowing that he performs best when 
under pressure, it’s gratifying to know 


BY JOE HARTLEY 


an 
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that Lt. ADE NEWENS is finding plenty 
to do at Hobbs Field, New Mexico. On 
September first Ade was appointed com- 
munications officer in addition to his title 
of base signal officer. In his new capacity 
Ade takes charge of telephone and tele- 
graph activities, the radio section, base 
communication shops, aircraft control 
section, weather section, control tower 
and auxiliary fields. His name also ap- 
pears as a member of the special court 
marshal, central post fund council and 
base planning board. It appears that our 
hero is sort of a vice president in charge 
of all work. | 


Another recent settler in New Guinea 
is DICK LAHR, flying lieutenant of the 
Lincoln business office. Dick reports that 
the flight across was an education in itself 
and that, so far, he has not found the 
new location and climate to be so bad ex- 
cept that it is different from “good old 
Nebraska.” 


Pvt. DARLYNE MUELLER, Lincoln 
traffic department WAC, has completed 


her basic training at Fort Des Moines and 
has been assigned to the army air force 


at Selfrifge Field, Michigan. 


(Left) Pvt. Richard G. Van Andel, linemen, of 
the construction department, now with the army 
air forces in the European Theater. 
tered the army in July, 1943, and received train- 
ing at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
Illinois and Reno, Nevada before embarking for 


foreiqn duty. 


(Right) Francis E. Smith, §.2/C, also of the con- 
struction department, who is now on submarine 
service out of the New York fleet post office. 
Francis enlisted in June, 1943, and studied at Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, Great Lakes, Illinois. New London, 
Connecticut and Portsmouth, New Hampshire 


before putting out to sea. 
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ILE oTARs 


Dick en- 


Scott Field, 


A loud moan comes from Camp Patrick 
Henry, Virginia, where Pfc. JACOB 
SANDOVAL is “sweating out” his burn- 
ing desire to go overseas. “It’s been two 
years since I left the L. T. & T. Com- 
pany,’ writes Jacob, ‘and although my de- 
sire has always been to go overseas, I am 
still sitting here. There is still some 
chance to go, but when, where and if, is 
quite beyond me.” 


DELBERT C. MUTCHIE, $ 2/C, who 
was once one of “Swede” Foster’s right- 
hand men, has recently been returned to 
the States and is now at the Naval Air 
Station at Miami, Florida. Del, who left 
us in August, 1942, has spent a consid- 


erable part of the intervening time in the 
Caribbean area. 


A/C PAUL HENSON has been trans: 
ferred to Napier Field, Alabama and is 
looking with anticipation toward the re- 


ceipt of his silver wings in the very near 
future. 


A letter from T/Set. EARL SCHEM- 
MERHORN tells of the trials of a tele- 
phone man in the Northland. He writes: 

Winter has set in up here in the Yukon 
Territory. It’s snowing, and has been 
for the Past two weeks, but the tempera- 
ture isn’t so bad as yet. A bit about my 
work. I am classed as line superintendent 
and have about seven hundred miles of 
line and seven gangs to take care of; see 
that they get sufficient clothing and prop’ 
er medical care. At the present time we 
are clearing trees away from the line. We 
do this with bull-dozers and in many 
places we go back 125 feet on both sides 
of the line. The main object is to keep 
the trees from falling over the line. We 
also have sleet here, it doesn’t break the 
line but does break the crossarms.” 


T/Set. KEN BOSHART, on his way 
back to rejoin his outfit after a “‘state- 


nice furlough has touched New Guinea, 


from th 
- ‘Te wrote a letter to report 


progress. Ken thinks he is merely mark- 
ing time until the next leg of the journey 
which may take him back to Australia, 
and even voices the sentiment that it 
would feel sort of good to get back “down 
under” again. We'd like to have the ser- 
geant enlarge on the statement: “The 
boat trip was long, and I never feel much 
like eating while on board ship.” 


Here’s a boy who needs a bit of femi- 
nine aid. TOM ROLLER, who has 


just advanved from private to technician 
fifth-grade was having needle trouble 
while he was writing a letter to his 
erstwhile foreman, John Hobson. “They 
ought to invent an easier way to put on 
stripes,” laments Tom, “I have been all 
morning sewing on one pair and have had 
them sewed on tight several times only to 
have to cut them off again to get them 
started straight. I don’t seem to be able 
to get the job done.” 


Cpl. LAVELLE GILES spent a mid- 
November furlough at Table Rock, his 


(Above) The SeaBee theater, where Decorator Eden really ‘‘went 
to town” with flaming combinations of red, white and blue paint. 
Some spectators have been unkind enoucth to sav they haven't been 
able to see the show pecause ©. a dazzling spectacle surrounding 

e staqe. 


(Right) The SeaBee camp, at the shore-line of on? of the Aqmiral- 


ties. Back in the bush (center) the stars and stripes wayes over 
the island for the first time in hisiory. 


home town. The 
corporal is a radio- 
man of a bomber 
crew and is expect- 
ing to be assignzd 
to combat soon 
after his return to the Sioux. City air field. 


BUD EDEN, EM 2/C to whom we are 
indebted for the fine illustrations on this 
page, gives an intimate insight into the 
operations of the SeaBees. From his Ad- 
niralty Island base he writes: “Up to 
the Philippine invasion we have hardly 
had a breathing spell. After 42 days 
on the high seas we finally arrived at 
this beautiful island and at that time there 
were still plenty of Japs here, (we could 
hear gun fire) but they were on the other 
end of the island. They lost no time in 
putting us to work. Before the ship was 
unloaded I was painting signs, working on 
a packing box right out in the open. I 
laid a thermometer on my bench and it 
went to 140 degrees, and that was as low 
as it would register... . and rain, weil 
about twice a day. 
Breakfast, dinner 
and supper were all 
K-rations, which, 
somehow had got- 
ten quite mouldy. 
Unlike most out- 


—aff 5 Jeon 


(Left) The Administration building of Bud Eden’s SeaBee unit, and 
a vista of stately coconut palms rising from white crushed coral 


roadways. 


(Below) Bud Eden and crew, who turn out signs, camouflage and 

special paint jobs in the Admiralties. The shop, in the background, 

has since been replaced by one which actually boasts of a floor. 
The “Old Master’ appears at extreme right. 


fits, we could not build our camp first, 
as they needed us so badly. We started 
and stayed on a ‘round the clock sched- 
ule. The battalion broke all records 
for tonnage moved and we received a sita- 
tion from command headquarters in appre- 
ciation. I find that the ScaBees are highly 
regarded in the field. On this island it 
was the SeaBees who took and held the 
main air strip, one gun crew accounting 
for 300 Jap dead. They us2d bulldozers 
to shove them into shallow coral trenches. 
A white church and rows of crosses 
mark our losses. Our biggest assignment 
was the preparation for the Philippine in- 
vasion. Never did I think I would see a 
movement so big. Wish I could tell you 
more about it, but I might say it made 
me feel good to have one small finger in 
the big push.” 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


VERN O. AMICK, Pvt. to Pfc. 

THAD C. CONE, Capt. to Major. 
THOMAS ROLLER, Pvt. to T/5. 
JACOB SANDOVAL, Pvt. to Pfc. 
FLORENCE STUDER, § 1/C to T 3/C, 


(Above) Guy Seaton, personnel director, inno- 

cently sat down.on a “wired” chair and Carl Ahl 

(with the fiendish leer) obligingly turns on the 

“juice.” Ginny Peterson seems very happy about 

the whole thing. Someone should tell Mr. Seaton, 

snapped here as the first shock hit him, that it 
isn’t polite to point. 


ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT 
HALLOWEEN PARTY 


Bees the hazards of hobgoblins, spooks, witches and other 
mischievous and eerie creatures traditionally at large during Hal- 
loween a sizable contingent of intrepid merry makers from the Ac- 
counting Department got together at Bethany Park on October 30 
for a gay evening. 

Games, stunts and pranks in keeping with the season, as evidenced 
by the accompanying pictures, in which 
everyone participated were followed by a 
hearty supper designed to satisfy the brave, 
the strong and the resolute, although Ross 
ate some too. 

To the eye of this observer only one 
item seems to be lacking to complete the 
atmosphere of the Halloween season and 
that is, at least from a casual glance at the 
pictures, no pumpkin heads are in evidence 
among the decorations. Possibly the com- 
mittee had this deficiency 
in mind when they invited 
John Backstrom and Dick 
Spohn. 

Ginny Peterson, who, in- 
cidentally, turns in those 
fine reports each month as 
Associate Editor for the £4 Brehm is the goat in the 


as 33 r ; old “Drop the penny from 
News,” was the master your forehead into the fun- 


mind in charge of the af- nel” gag. Carl Ahl is about 
. j to administer the pay off. 

fair, Helen Pickard, Bob 

Ross and Carl Ahl were the decorators, Dorothy 

Johnson Ossenkop wielded the ladles on the “eats” 

committee, and Roy Galley, Clara Jones and Virginia 

Bath had charge of games. 


(Below) The Halloweeners pose for a group shot. Left to right: 
Back row—Roy Galley, Carl Ahl, Ginny Peterson, Bob Ross, 


(Above) Clara Jones puts the crowd through Guy Seaton, John Backstrom, Darleen Foreman, G. W. Jahn, Dorothy Johnson Ossren-: 


the paces in a game of “Identifying Ghosts.” 


kop, Dick Spohn, Frances Virgil, Catherine Dougherty. 


Middie row—Van Hausner, Clara Jones, Bruce Sievers, Helen Pickard, Betty Stroud, 


Berniece Tarbutton, Gerry Amend, Adeline Carlson. 


Front row—Virginia Bath, Dona Holloway, Dorothe Kolb, Mary Stibal, Viva June 


Bruce Sievers stoutly maintains that he and 

Dona Holloway are just trying to nibble an 

apple suspended between them, and poinis 
to the white string to prove it. 


Miller, Ed Brehm. 


Honor Roll Employees 


To Receive War Bonds 
HRISTMAS this year for em- 
* ployees on military leave of ab- 


sence will be brightened by gifts of 
war bonds in $50.00 denomination. 


Letters of notification were sent to 
Honor Roll Employees in October by 
Mr. Agee and in response he has re- 
ceived many expressions of appre- 
ciation together with best wishes for 
the season and the coming year from 
those in the services to their fellow 
employees back home. 


As the Yuletide approaches let us 
all join in the prayer for their safe 
and early return and the fervent 
hope that 1945 will see the dawn- 
ing of a new world bright with the 
promise of peace and good will 
among men. 


Compliments From Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce 


W* THANK Mr. Walter S. Whit- 

ten, Traffic Manager of the Lin- 
coln Chamber of Commerce, for the 
following friendly and compliment- 
ary letter written recently to Mr. 
Agee: 

“There are two things I wish to 
write and compliment you on: first, 
my notice has been attracted by the 
new dress and arrangement of your 
publication, ‘The Lincoln Telephone 
News’—the last issue of which has 
just come to my desk; and second, on 
the patriotic character of the Special 
Identification Cards presented to 
Honor Roll Employees—and _inct- 
dentally, to say that I first encount- 
ered the reliable, efficient, and cour- 
teous service rendered by your com- 
pany and its employees on coming to 
Lincoln, February 1, 1906, since 
which time we have been regular 
and constant patrons. In all of that 
period we have had no reason to 
complain about either service or 
treatment, both of which are impor- 
tant and which truly reflect the 
service and attitude of your company 
and its employees to the public in 
general. Your company performs an 
important and indispensable service 
to society, to business, and to every 
phase of our industrial life. 


“It is not surprising that the Army 
Signal Corps has awarded your com- 
pany its Certificate of Appreciation’ 
for the hizh and complete status of 
its efficient operation during these 
trying war-time conditions. We are 
as proud of The Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company and its per- 
sonnel and full service as the of- 
ficers of the Company themselves; 
and I write to congratulate you all 
and to bespeak for your continued 
suCCeSS. 


Our General Traffic Ssinaetuanidal Sivas 


November Claims Paid 


Cea for surgery and hospital- 

ization paid by the Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion during the month of November 
were: Elvannah H. Hausner, Lin- 
coln, $169.00; Genevieve M. Mc- 
Meen, Lincoln, $165.00; Louise Por- 
ter, Lincoln, $161.00; Laura L. Sires, 
Liticoln, 324.70: -Re LL. Dalten Lin- 
coln, $10.00; and P. J. Guelker, Lin- 
coln, $5.00. 


a eS ata 


NUMBER of our exchanges have Army Air Fields located nearby. 
Lincoln is one of these exchanges. The Field here is what I call 
a “take off” point. Here the pilot, co-pilot, bombardier, navigator, radio 
man and the gunners, after training as a team or air crew, are given a 
new plane and, at long last as they express it, are ready to “get into the 


big show.” The plane is their ship. 


name it and they usually do. 


They are just youngsters, for the most part 
boys away from home for the first time. All are 
anxious for the big adventure—the big adventure 
which, for many will be the Great Adventure. 

I live on the outskirts of our city. Directly 
on my way home is a rather good place to eat. 
The boys know of this place and in the evening as 
I go home many are on their way there. “Want a 
ride?” and the car is filled—usually well filled. 


They may 


The other evening it was the most of a complete 

crew. They were to take off the next morning. In their enthusiastic 
anticipation little else was mentioned. During a short pause in the 
running comment I asked the boy next to me how he was going to 


spend this last evening in Lincoln. 


He was a southern boy—Alabama. 


With that southern accent which is pleasant to our northern ears he 
replied, “I’m going to call Mom and write some letters.” Another 
boy said he wanted to call home too and he wondered if their calls 
would get thru. I asked him where his home was and he said Con- 
necticut. The Alabama boy added, “Mom told me to be sure and call 
before we left. She shouldn’t worry but—” and he didn’t finish. I 
wondered too if these and other like calls to anxious parents would get 
thru. I felt they would. I know something of the difficulties such 
calls encounter—the heavily loaded toll circuits, the busy operators and 
the call congested offices thru which they must pass enroute to their 
destination. But I know too of the operators who seem to sense the 
importance of this type of call and who get deep satisfaction in connect- 


ing a service boy with his Mom. 


There is no give up on the part of these people. Their motto 
could well be that of a famous branch of our armed service, “Can do.” 
I know also of the test men and the maintenance men who keep the 
toll facilities in operation. Not once during this war have they let down. 

To the operators, test and maintenance men, every other member 
of the telephone industry says thank you for the fine manner in which 
you are handling this important Camp-Home service. We feel that 


these calls to Mom got through. 
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—C. C. DONLEY. 


(Right) The latest 
available picture of 
the Beatrice op- 
erating department 
taken in 1941. 


(Left) Caroline Ron- 
hovde’s class at Lin- 
coln in a session of 
“book larnin’.” Left 
to right, back row, 
Betty Hinman, Vir- 
ginia Thomas. and 
Helen Patton; front 
row, Marie Turner, 
Mae Hunt and Evelyn 
Matteson. 


(Left) Colette 
Jokerst’s class at Lin- 
coln at the practice 
switchboard and 
blackboard. At left is 
Mary Oenbring; at 
the blackboard, 
Lucille Perlinger; at 
the switchboard, 
Wanda Blair with 
Miss Jokerst stand- 
ing. 


(Below) The _ oper- 
ating department at 
Hastings. 


OPERATOR TRAINING 


(Continued from page 3) 


The operator training progam is 
essentially the same in all offices al- 
though because of equipment differ- 
ences the teaching methods are nec- 
essarily not the same. The result to 
be achieved is the uniform applica- 
tion of the operating practices by all 
operating personnel, whether located 
in Nebraska or in the most distant 
state. Universal service without this 
uniformity of procedure would be al- 
most impossible. 


The operating practices today are 
complex and their complete mastery 
requires much time in study and ex- 
perience in application. Nevertheless, 
after 10 days to two weeks training 
we find these new operating em- 
ployees at the local switchboard 
handling the community’s calls in a 
satisfactory manner. After only six 
weeks of training they are record- 
ing, ticketing, timing and handling 
important long distance connections. 
Their ability to perform this operat- 
ing work is a fine compliment to the 
training proficiency of our exchange 
instructors and to the aptitude and 
intelligence of our new employees. 


Willard Hedge 
Killed in Action 


AS WE go to press we learn that 
44° Lt. Willard C. Hedee, formerly 
of the Lincoln Accounting and Con- 
struction Departments, was killed in 
action in France on November 14. 
Willard was a prime favorite with 
his many friends in the organization 
and the news of his untimely pass- 
ing came as a stunninz shock. He 
had stopped in only last summer for 
a visit while on leave before em- 
barking for the battle front with the 
134th infantry. His wife, Margaret, 
resides in Omaha. 


The largest incandescent lamp is a 
50,000 watt bulb, bigger than a 
basketball. It is used occasionally for 
special flood lighting purposes, costs 
$500 and consumes enouth current 
to light 600 homes. The smallest is 
the size of a grain of wheat and was 
developed first for surgical use. 


Lincoln Telephone News 
Vol. 26 DECEMBER, 1944 No. 12 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom It Is Fur- 
nished Without Charge. 


A. B. Gorman, Editor 
J. H. Hartiey, Assistant Editor 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln, 1, Nebr. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


‘*4 Nebraska Company Serving Its People’’ 


Just Call Him “Genius’ 


ee happen to us that 


shouldn’t happen to a dog. We 
recently received a highly compli- 
mentary letter addressed to the Edi- 
tor of the “News” which, naturally, 
caused us to get all puffed up and 
overbearing immediately. The letter 
was from Frank Townsend of the 
New Jersey Bell and was as follows: 


‘Among the steady procession of 
telephone company magazines across 
my desk there is from time to time, 
all too rarely, the sudden flash that 
shows genius has been at work. One 
such is the savour of the lines ac- 
companying the cut on page 4 of 
your November, 1944 issue. I am 
about to recommend that this be 
made a model for all who work upon 
or for such publications, with the 
admonition to editors and their copy- 
writing brothers, ‘Go thou and do 
likewise.” The only restriction will 
be that the fruits of their labors must 
reasonably approach the impossibly 
high standard established by your 
masterpiece. My sincere respects.” 

Hartley being among those most 
skeptical of our ability, we lost no 
time in showing it to him, somewhat 
gloatingly we admit, but he read it 
imperturbably and proceeded to turn 
to page 4 of the November issue (a 
point we had overlooked) and 
showed us to our unspeakable hor- 
ror that the caption appeared under 
his department of “Service Stars’ 
and that the man wasn’t talking 
about us at all. This high praise 
hasn't turned his head at all, how: 
ever, and we have just noticed one 
small change in his attitude. He re- 
fuses to answer anyone now unless 
they refer to him as “Genius. 


Benefit Association 
Plans Dependent Insurance 


Peas by the Employees’ Mutual 

Benefit Association for the expan- 
sion of coverage to include hospital- 
ization and surgical benefits for the 
dependents of members are in the 
formative stage. Considerable in- 
terest in dependent insurance has 
been manifested since the inception 
of the Association two years ago and 
it is felt that the organization is now 
sufficiently established to thus 
broaden its scope. 


Heretofore, the cost per member 
has been $1.00 per month. Since, 
according to the experience of insur- 
ance companies, the risk for females 
is greater than that for males, it is 
proposed that the cost of benefits for 
wives of members shall be $1.00 per 
month with benefits equalling 
three-fourths the amount provided 
for employees, maternity cases not 
included. Inasmuch as experience 
has shown that children under the 
age of 18 years are not as great a 
risk as adults, it is proposed that 
three-fourths of the amount of bene- 
fits provided for members be pro- 
vided for them on a basis of fifty 
cents per month for dependent chil- 
dren, regardless of the number. To 
make such a plan workable it will be 
necessary that at least 75% of those 
having dependents participate in it. 

During the first year of the Asso- 
ciation’s existence receipts from dues 
paid by members amounted to $4,- 


754.00. Out of this amount 39 
claims, amounting to $2,597.40, were 
paid; $122.24 for printing and the 
purchasing of record books, postage, 
etc., was expended; $475.40 was set 
aside as a reserve, leaving a balance 
of unused and unappropriated funds 
of $1,558.96. 

As a consequence, the members at 
their annual meeting in January, 
1944, voted to increase certain bene- 
fits which seemed too low. Some 
surgical benefits were increased as 
much as 50% and others in a lesser 
degree with the average increase 
amounting to approximately 30%. 

During the current year not only 
have the increased benefits been 
paid, but 68 claims, or almost double 
that of last year were received. These 
claims amounted to $5,759.60 as 
against receipts for the year of $4,- 
916.00, thus $843.60 of the cash on 
hand as of the first of the year, in 
addition to the dues received from 
members during the year, was used 
in paying claims. 

From the foregoing it can readily 
be seen that the Association is now 
paying all the benefits it can with the 
present membership fees, and if the 
plan is broadened, the monthly fees 
of those wishing this additional cov- 
erage will have to be increased. 

The matter will be submitted soon 
to employees having dependents so 
that they may express their wishes as 
to whether the additional coverage 
shall be made a part of the benefits 
provided for by the Association. 


Dunbar Gets New Switchboard 


Posing here beside the new two position switchboard recently installed 
at Dunbar are Mrs. Grace Hewit (standing), chief coe Western Ele one 
Rochelle Anderson, relief operator. The new bonne 4S Ch MES Cent: Ve Cums, 


magneto, two position 
switchboard recently re- 
built and reconditioned 
at the shop... It replaces 
a board which originally 
was placed in service at 
Polk in 1910 and was 
later rebuilt by O. P. 
Knee in 1923 while the 
Lincoln Shop was. stili 
operating in the _ base- 
ment at 14th and M. The 
old board was a Kellogg, 
two position magneto 
unit and was installed at 
Dunbar in 1923. The ex- 
change of Dunbar serves 
332 subscribers in Otoe 
County and is located in 
the Nebraska City evzea. 
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J. C. Gilchrist Retires 


M® and Mrs. J. C. Gilchrist were the guests of honor at a party given at 
Wahoo on November 9 on the occasion of Mr. Gilchrist’s retirement 
on pension from the telephone industry which he has served so faithfully 
and well for more than thirty-six years. 


Twenty-nine friends from the Company in the Wahoo 
Area attended and a most pleasant evening was enjoyed 
playing cards and games. Following a late luncheon, Mr. 
Gilchrist was presented with a gift as an expression of 
friendship and good wishes from those in attendance. He 
also was the recipient of a Certificate acknowledging his 
splendid record of service with our Company, and a life 
membership in the Independent Pioneer Telephone 
Association. | 


Jim began his career with the Bell Company in Saun- 
ders County of which he is a native son, and later was 
associated with the Golden Rod Telephone Company at 
Wahoo before its purchase by our Company in 1912. Originally employed 
as a troubleman, he went to Cedar Bluffs as manager in 1913 and remained 


in that capacity until supervision of the exchange was transferred to Wahoo, 
at which time he became combinationman at Wahoo, the position he held 


at the time of his retirement. During his career he has witnessed and had 
an active participation in many improvements and developments in telephone 
service and his ability and experience will be sorely missed. 


J. C. Gilchrist 


In the early days when the maintenance of the “Spirit of Service’ meant 
traveling by team and buckboard in fair weather or foul he was indeed a 
familiar figure. Many “Old Timers” at Wahoo, Cedar Bluffs, Colon, Ithaca, 
Mead and other towns in that area will remember his team of western nags, 
Betsy and Kit, and the buckboard with “no fringe on top,” and, as a matter 
of fact, no top at all. 

With Mrs. Gilchrist he has taken up residence at Boulder, Colorado 
where they have friends and relatives and where he is looking forward to a 
life of trout fishing, mountain jaunts and just plain taking things easy. His 
many friends join in extending the wish of health, happiness and good fish- 
ing in the years ahead. 


This group of friends and well-wishers attended the party: Front row (left to right) Louis 
Hanus, Elmer Neujahr, Dewey Olsen, James C. Gilchrist and Mrs. Gilchrist, guests of 
honor, J. R. Manners, Homer Olson, Mrs. Edna Calvin, and George Cruickshank, all of 
Wahoo. 
Middle row (left to right) Mrs. Neujahr, Mrs. Homer Olsen, Margaret Holka, Ceresco, Mrs. 
Dewey Olsen, Mae Meduna, Wahoo, Mrs. John Potter, Shirley Lorenze, Wahoo, Erma 
Shonka, Wahoo, Mrs. Carolyn Flannagan, Wahoo, Augusta Carlson, Valparaiso, Eva 
Kapke, Cedar Bluffs, and E. L. Dorland, Area Manager. 
Back row (left to right) Mrs. Aner McKinzey, Yutan, Emily Hanus, Wahoo, Dorothy Vant, 
Wahoo, Hazel Hagenbuck, Wahoo, Mrs. Ethyl Armstrong, Ashland, Genevieve Johnson, 
Wahoo, Jeanne Bratrsovsky, Wahoo, Mrs. George Cruickshank, John Potter, Ashland 
Manager, and Hazel Fraley, Wahoo. 
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It's Major Cone Now 
ROM indirect sources we learn 
that Thad Cone, former chief 

clerk in the Construction Depart- 
ment, recently received his promo- 
tion from Captain to Major, thus 
becoming the third of our “Service 
Stars” to receive this distinction. In 
keeping with his innate modesty and 
retiring nature the Major, insofar as 
we know, has said nothing whatso- 
ever to any of his friends back home 
about it. At least all inquiries around 
these parts have drawn definite 
blanks so that we aren’t able to sup- 
ply much in the way of detail. 

All sources in touch with his mili- 
tary career, however, have consist- 
ently reported glowing approbation 
of his work with the Army so that 
his promotion comes as no surprise. 
After graduation from his training 
course at Monmouth, New Jersey he 
was stationed as Base Signal Officer 
at Geiger Field at Spokane, and later 
was made the Signal Officer for the 
Area there. He is at present sta- 
tioned at the -headquarters office of 
the Second Air Force with the Signal 
Section at Colorado Springs. 


Herb Velte in Leyte 

: RECENT letter from Herb Velte, 
+*% former directory salesman, tells 
of his landing with the first convoy 
on Leyte Island in the Philippines 
where he is on duty with a heavy 
construction gang in the Signal 
Corps. Things were still pretty 
rugged when the letter was written 
it seems, and Herb related how about 
the first thing he did when he hit 
terra firma was to dig himself a fox 
hole, plenty big too, he says, and 
then cuss the Japs at night when they 
sent over bombers just so _ life 
wouldn’t get too monotonous. We 
hope by this time that he has every- 
thing well under control and that his 
principal worry will be the possibil- 
ity of falling off of poles or palm 
trees, which incidentally, doesn’t 
seem to bother him in the least. 


In the early days switchboard op- 
erators were boys, replaced later by 
girls because “girls are steadier and 
do not drink beer.” a history of the 
telephone industry states. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Grace M. Walker C. E. Harp 
Bradshaw Lincoln 
25 Years 15 Years 


Thirty-Six Years 
Bertha Sharp, Beatrice. 

Thirty-Two Years 
R. I. Schouborg, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
M. N. Green, J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Margie Grewell, Exeter. 

Twenty-Six Years 
L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Five Years 
Grace M. Walker, Bradshaw. 

Twenty-Three Years 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 

Twenty-Two Years 
O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Edith A. Schleiger, Sutton; P. R. Win- 


scot, Lincoln. 


“Journey's End” 


MARY IDA OVERCASH, mother 
of Bert R. Overcash, Lincoln Com- 
mercial Department, passed away 
November 3 in Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. Burial was at St. Joseph, 
Missouri on November 7, 1944. 


MRS. ETTA MAY TRAVIS, 
mother of D. C. Travis of the Lin- 
coln Service Department, passed 
away at her home November 7. 
Funeral services were held at 


Hildreth, Nebraska, November 10. 


THEODORE GUSTUS THIM- 
GAN, father of Opal Thimgan of 
the Lincoln Traffic Department, 
passed away November 4 at his 
home in Elmwood, Nebraska. The 
funeral services were held Novem: 


ber 7 at Elmwood. 


H. W. Potter R. R. Rauch 
Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 


Eighteen Years 
L. C. Hutchison, Hazel Nickols, Lin- 


coln. 
Seventeen Years 


Oscar Lewis, R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
E. J. Schemmerhorn, Military Service. 
Fifteen Years 
C. E. Harp, H. W. Potter, R. R. Rauch, 
Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
Milly Lane, Wymore; L. M. Miller, 
Wilber. 
Nine Years 
Pearl E. Bishop, Fairbury; Bertha Som- 


mer, Utica. 
Five Years 


Nata Hershey, Geneva. 


Notice of Annual Meetings 


ANNES meetings of two em- 
\ ployee Associations will be held 
at Lincoln in the General Office 


Building on January 13, 1945. 


Members of the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Cooperative Credit Asso- 
ciation will meet at 1:30 P. M. for 
the purpose of the election of direc: 
tors and committee members and for 
any other business that shall come 
before the meeting. 


Members of the Telephone Em- 
ployees Mutual Benefit Association 
will meet at 2:30 P. M. for the pur- 
pose of the election of directors, the 
discussion of the proposed Depend- 
ent Coverage which will, if adopted, 
provide insurance for dependents of 
members, and for any other business 
that shall come before the meeting. 
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“Happiness Ahead” 
LeVera Mat- 


thies, operator at 
Ohiowa, and 
Harry Gewecke 
were married 
November l, 
1944 at Belle- 
ville, Kansas. 
The groomed en- 
tered the armed 
forces March 31, 1941 and served in 
the States until March 19, 1942 
when he was sent overseas. He re- 
turned to the states in April, 1944, 
and was transferred to the enlisted 
reserves. Mr. Gewecke is employed 
by the government as a guard on the 
gas tank grounds west of Ohiowa. 


ee ® 

Word has just gotten around of 
the marriage of Dorothy Johnson of 
the Accounting Department to Carl 
Ossenkop, which took place in Kan- 
sas on May 27, 1944. Dorothy 
plans to leave soon to take up her 
job of being Mrs. Ossenkop. 


Blessed Events” 
Sgt. and Mrs. 
‘or 4«=C] William D. 
Quinn announce 
ion the birth of a 
Sete P 8 daughter, Dr 
anne Yvonne, on 
October 18 in 
Seattle, Wash- 
Dp A ington, w he re 
Weal @ Mrs. Quinn is 
making her home while “Bill” is in 
the Service. Sgt. Quinn was a Com- 
mercial Representative in the Lin- 
coln Business Office before his en- 
try into the army. 
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Did You Know? - - - 
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Telephone wires in Burma are 
often put out of commission by the 
vast swarms of tropical birds to 
whom they are nothing but perches 
erected for their special use? 


~ 


| 
PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
Beaver Crossing 


We are glad to welcome Jean Bell to 
our force. Good luck to you, Jean. 


David City 


What? No vacations. Surprise, but a very 
short lived one. ’Cause one of those lucky 
operators does have one. . Seems as 
though the word traffic is not taken liter- 
ally by the operators. Their comings and 
goings are an everyday occurance. Betty 
Newcome is leaving our midst to join the 
throngs of the happily married. Being a 
bride elect, she was given a _ beautiful 
blanket by her co-workers. It’s a snappy 
one too, (so they tell me.) . . . Henrietta 
Smith seems to have a “Triple A’’ priority 
on diamonds recently. The man from the 
Merchant Marine is the giver this time. 
Who the other donor was, we don’t know, 
but given a chance, we might be able to 
land one (a diamond.) Can’t even seem to 
be able to get the men to give us a 10c 
one. ... “On again. Off again.’’ Thats the 
caption we’ll have to give to Beth Dolli- 
son’s romance. She was very blue last 
week and couldn’t seem to get used to 
that empty space on that left hand. Seems 
as though she and her other half didn’t 
see eye to eye on something and conse- 
quently the change. But Sunday morning, 
she was back and the old sparkle in her 
eye was there plus the sparkle on the left 
hand. ... Irene Swan, Ella Adkins, Jean 
Vybiral, and Merna Stewart went traipsing 
off to Omaha the 18th. They claim they 
only took in a few shows and stuff. Its 
sure a good thing someone censors this 
column or the few lines that we might 
have added may have made this type beg 
for mercy. . .. Nadine Aden is on a vaca- 
tion now, visiting Silver Creek, Rising 
City, Central City, Shelby, Gresham, Bell- 
wood and Lincoln. You had better charter 
a bus, Nadine, or you'll never make it 
back in time. ... And now to the only 
news item downstairs. Ben Docekal is 
back after a couple of month’s sick leave. 
Seems good to have him back. And Ben 
states its also “good to be back’’. Can you 


It could be the top of a pyramid she’s 

hanging on to here but we don’t guarantee 

it. Anyway the petite lass is Mrs. Edna 
Kelly, operator at Utica. 


imagine anyone wanting to work that well. 
We cant. 


Louisville 


Miriam Carter and Mary Bornemeier 
spent Sunday, November 19, in Greenwood. 
... Ruth Maier returned to work Novem- 
ber 20. She spent her vacation at home just 
resting. 

Milford 


We had several Lincoln visitors lately, 
Mr. Carlson, Miss Seymour and Mr. 
Peachman. 


Nebraska City 


Vacation time is about over down our 
way. Mary McKenzie returned today after 
spending a quiet vacation at home. Glad 
to have you back, Mary. . It seems 
we have wandering girls down this way. 
Doris Jeanne Bray spent the week-end of 
November 11 in Beatrice visiting friends. 
Miriam Hasse and Elaine Hoffman spent 
November 8 in Lincoln shopping. Velma 
Abker spent the week-end of November 
18, in Otoe visiting her parents. Marjorie 
Gess spent the week-end in Dunbar visit- 
ing her parents. Maxine Meyer spent No- 
vember 18 and 19 in Plattsmouth. ? 
Aileen Bohlen and Alice Buel just fin- 
ished toll training. Esther Keys is a new 
toll student. Good Luck Gals! .. . Sgt. 
Wilma McIntire is home on furlough. She 
was a Cashier in the Commercial Depart- 
ment a few years ago. Dale McIntire and 
family are also home on a visit from 
Phoenix, Arizona. He was a former em- 
ployee in the Plant Department. Quite a 
reunion! . . . Mrs. Carl Snyder and 
daughter Sharon Kaye, Murray, visited us 
one day last week. Mrs. Snyder was Mar- 
jorie Long before her marriage. She was 
a former employee of the Traffic Depart- 
ment. Quite a doll you have Marj! . 
Miss Bader, Chief Operator, spent Novem- 
ber 8 in Omaha. Eunice Segelke, Assistant 
Chief Operator, has returned after spend- 
ing 4 weeks with her husband, Sgt. Alvin 
Segelke at Ogden, Utah. She also had a 
brief visit on the West Coast. Welcome 
back, Eunice! 


Plattsmouth 


Mrs. Harriette Wynn returned to work 
November 20 from her vacation, which she 
spent at home. . .. Helen Ledgway and 
Harriette Wynn spent November 16 visit- 
ing friends in Lincoln. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Abrams spent the week of November 
18 in Dorchester. ... Mr. and Mrs. Eckles 
spent November 18 at Nelson. We under- 
stand they went pheasant hunting. No 
fooling! ... Hilda Johanns spent Novem- 
ber 21 in Omaha shopping. .. . Agnes 
Uhlick spent November 16 in Omaha shop- 
ping and visiting friends. 

Seward 


Well, here it is news time again! It 
seems like you get through writing and 
worrying about one months’ ‘write-up’ 
and lo and behold there’s the next months’ 
shining in your face. Well, such is life, I 
guess. ... We are very glad to see Chris 
Haberman out of the hospital. He is back 
to work again and is “feeling fine’. Along 
with his happiness of recovering, his 
daughter, Mrs. Endicott, is visiting with 
‘“Viamma and Papa’ Haberman while Lt. 
Endicott is stationed at the Lincoln Army 
Air Field for an indefinite period. Please 
stay well, Chris, and don’t let the old “sick 
bug” get you down again. ... Well, I 
guess old man winter has finally come to 
town by looking at the rows of winter 
paraphenalia in the closet. Speaking of 
coats, particularly fur, you should see 
“Biondie’” Robbins in her new fur coat. 
She looks like a million dollars. Speaking 
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of that gal Willa, it seems like the opera- 
tor lingo just gets the best of her. Re- 
cently, on her visit to Harrington, Kansas, 
she wanted to make a phone call from her 
hotel room. When she told the operator 
whom she wanted, the Kansas operator 
said unconcernedly, ‘Well, operator, who 
are you?” Was Willa surprised! She didn’t 
know she carried an operator’s lingo all 
the time. . . . We had several visitors at 
the office recently, Miss Seymour and Mr. 
Carlson. We were glad to have you. 


Utica 


We are sorry to lose Edna Kelly, who 
resigned November 15, to take up em- 
ployment in town. 


Wahoo 


Jim Gilchrist retired this month and 
moved to Boulder, Colorado. We are sorry 
to lose you, Jim... . We have a new em- 
ployee, James Howland. Welcome to our 
force. . . . Elmer Neujahr and Homer 
Olson recently spent their vacations pick- 
ing corn. Doesn’t sound like much of a 
vacation, does it? 


Weeping Water. 


Fern Davis spent the day, November 4, 
in Lincoln shopping. . Eleanor Lane 
spent November 15 and‘16 in Omaha.... 
Olga Pehrson and Thelma Jacobsen spent 
November 16 in Lincoln shopping. .. . 
Leila Fitzpatrick visited friends at Falls 
City on November 10 and 11. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 


Seems as how all we've got to report 
this month is sickness, which we don’t 
want none of, but have got anyway!... 
Irene Siefert and Van Hausner have both 
had an appendectomy recently, and are 
both recovering nicely now. . . Inez Brun- 
kow had a tonsilectomy, but is back with 
us now, and has just about forgotten she 
ever had such things as tonsils. (My, my, 
Ginny, where did you learn to use such 
big words?) ... Ann Keegan had us feel- 
ing sorry for her too, recently, as did 
George Anne Manifold and Gerry Amend, 
but we're glad to report that they have 
all returned to work now, and are feeling 
as chipper as ever. (We think!) ... Also 
taken off the sick list and welcomed back 
to the fold was Laura Sires. . . . Bob Ross 
took a week’s vacation and spent it on the 
farm practicing all the fine points that he 
learned from reading that “mammoth 
book” referred to in the “News” last 
month. We think Bob is a typical farmer 
‘cause his jokes are all so corny! ong 
Betty Stroud went to Great Falls, Montana, 
on her vacation, and came back sporting 
a diamond. We bet she won’t forget that 
vacation very soon. Another newly en- 
gaged gal is Marian Wiederspan. So if you 
see a couple of girls going around with a 
dreamy, far-away look in their eyes and 
who are extremely left-handed nowadays, 
you'll know just what happened to them. 
... “Ben” Franklin is spending his vaca- 
tion in Denver and thereabouts, and Hank 
Ames is spending his at home... . Dora 
Pfister was transferred from the _ local 
commercial office to the Accounting Dept. 
recently. Welcome, Dora! ... For a begin- 

ner in bowling, our boss is doing right 
well. The first league games he bowled, 
we don’t even talk about, but now he’s 
really getting “in the groove.” In fact, 
the other night he did so well, that he was 
making all sorts of rash promises and bets. 
He pounded the maples for an all-time 
high series for him of 467. We're right 
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proud of you, I. J. . . . we wonder what 
happened to the column “Out of Order.” 
The few times it was in the “News” we 
enjoyed it very much. We miss it, and 
would like to see it again. (When do I get 
paid, Alfy.) 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


We still have late vacations to report 
this month. . . . Earl Eichenour took ad- 
vantage of the hunting season and spent 
two weeks trying his luck with the birds. 
. . . We hear tell there are several other 
mighty hunters among the Construction 
forces, Bob Clifford, Herm. Studier, and 
R. E. Hibbert, just to name a few... . 
However, we haven’t seen any evidence 
of their prowess to date. ... We are sorry 
to report that Clyde Boyles, our General 
Forema nhas been ill. He is resting 
at home at the present time. We hope 
for a speedy recovery, Clyde. . . . Word 
has been received of the promotion of 
Thad Cone to the rank of Major. An- 
other promotion was that of Thomas 
Roller to Technician 5th Grade. Con- 
fratulations Thad and Tom! .. . Harry 
Moss and crew are working on the Tecum- 
seh-Auburn Toll lines, Earl Eichenour’s 
crew are working on Exeter town plant 
repairs, while George Hansen and ‘Swede’ 
Foster’s crews are busy with Lincoln 
Farm Line repairs. .. . John Hobson and 
‘Brick’ Smith have been taking care of 
Lincoln routine repairs. . . . ‘Babe’ Combs’ 
crew have been busy with work on the 
Harvard-Superior toll lead. 


General Offices 
Ramona Francis, Associate Editor 


It seems ages since we wrote this column 
last and that could be accounted for by 
the fact that we missed last month, and 
that would be accounted for by the fact 
that Your Truly was on vacation. A nice 
time was had, thank you. While we were 
gone things seemed fairly to pop. For 
instance, take the day Mina Schmidt 
showed up with a diamond ring. She was 
SO excited and we’re not sure if she’s yet 
calmed down and gotten into the “office 
groove.” She tells us that no date has 
been set yet for “the day” but from the 
gleam in her eye me thinks it’s not far 
off. Lots of happiness Mina as the future 
Mrs. Jorgensen. .. . We did get back in 
time to corner Dick Reed and find out 
What he planned to do upon leaving the 
Company. Dick very shyly tells us in a 
few thousand words that he is going on 
with his schooling and his duties in the 
Civil Air Patrol. Incidentally, Dick has at- 
tained the record of being an honor stu- 
dent in his class at Lincoln High School. 
Congratulations, Dick. We’ll miss your 
Shuffle around these halls. Wilma Jean 
Adamson, our efficient mail clerk, has 
taken over Dick’s duties and is doing a 
humdinger of a job. 
While we’re on the 
subject of the mail 
room (more or less, 
anyway we'll tell 
you the name of the 
new blonde who 
has taken’ over the 
duties of stenog- 
rapher. She is Gene 
I. Larson and we're 
mighty glad to wel- 
come her. Alice 
Burchard, who for- 
merly held the po- 
sition of stenog- 
rapher, has resign- 
Betty Hager, dis- ed to go with her 
trict stenographer husband. .. . We've 
Sie eee. ane been wondering if 
One of the most we've ever proper- 


able and depend- 
able Assotiata. Edi- ly welcomed oe 
tors for the “News.” Reed to our mice" 


Of course John isn’t a stranger to us, and 
you probably all know that he’s taken root 
in the Mail Room, but anyway, John, glad 
to have you up here. We know that every- 
one at the warehouse misses you. . . | 
Kathryn ‘“Kay’’ Rood is beaming very 
broadly these days and has developed a 
distinct liking for rattles, baby talk, etc. 
The reason is that she again is a proud 
aunt. Maybe we should say “uncle’”’ as it 
was a boy this time. His name is John 
Roger Williams, he made his debut on 
November 18 and at birth tipped the scales 
at eight and one-half pounds. His mother, 
Mary Rood Williams, was employed in the 
Business Office before her marriage. Con- 
gratulations all around, Kay. That about 
rounds out the news for this month so, 
bye now. 


Local Commercial 
Betty Roeder, Associate Editor 


If you’ve ever been lost and felt all 
alone in the world, then we’re sure every- 
one knows just how Mr. Waters felt re- 
cently as he knocked on Norma Roeder’s 
door and asked how he could get to 
Panama. It seems Mr. Waters was sent to 
Panama on a special mission but never 
got beyond the Roeder home in Bennet. 
However, a few days later Mr. Waters 
secured the largest map he could find 
plus a compass and a tape measure, and 
again started out for Panama. This time 
he arrived there with flying colors due to 
his good Boy Scout training. Just what is 
the population of Panama, Mr. Waters? 

. Ruth Clark returned from a three 
weeks’ vacation in the so-called “wild 
west’.. She has all kinds of stories to tell 
from boat wrecks to caring for her three 
month old niece. Whenever work gets dull 
just go to Ruthie for a real “true story”’. 

Evelyn Pruss, at the time of this 
writing, is spending her two weeks’ vaca- 
tion in Omaha. How were the 2nd Lts. in 


Omaha, Evie? ... Mr. Parsons, also at the 
time of this writing, is loafing away his 
vacation at home. ... Mr. Overcash took 


the remainder of his vacation during this 
month but we bet he didn’t pick straw- 
berries this time. . We have a new 
member to welcome into our office as 
Rita Patocka started her telephone career 
here recently. .. . Jean Beck played quite 
the role of ‘‘dispatcher’’ for the Directory 
Delivery. She had many freakish calls but 
the pay off came when Mr. Parsons called 
in and asked how much they were paying 
the delivery boys an hour and wished to 
put in his application for employment. 
Jean carried on an extended conversation 
but finally decided Mr. Walroth should 
handle the results. This was too much for 
Pars and with a chuckle hung up. That 
time Jean wasn’t so good at recognizing 
voices. . . . Gen. McMeen decided to give 
up her “life of sleeping until the wee 
hours of afternoon” and come back to 
work. We’re glad to have you back Gen. 
even if you’re not fully awake until quit- 
ting time. . .. G. Walroth recently had his 
picture taken and was boast°ully showing 
them around the office when he dis- 
covered a serial number pasted across the 
bottom of one. It just goes to show us that 
George’s past finally caught up with him 
because that picture could easily hang in 
any Post Office under the “Wanted” or 
“Being Hunted” signs. . . . The best joke 
of the month is about Ruth Clark and 
we’re sure everyone will agree. Recently 
we received Tax Exemption blanks to 
fill out and return to the Auditor. _On 
this blank form, as you all know, is a 
place for our Social Security number. 
Well, Ruthie filled in the space but not 
with her S. S. number. We sure knew 
that she was thinking of England and a 
certain S/Sgt. because she put his serial 
number down in the space for her S. S. 
number. Now explain that story, Ruth. 
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Service 
Department 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations are 
still being taken 
in the Service 
Department. 
George Mann 
spent his vaca- 
tion from No- 
vember 5 to 11 
staying at home 
and resting. ... 
Lester Pierce 
states he didn’t 
go anywhere, 
just stayed at 
home and got 
plenty of rest 
during his vaca- 
Hon. 4. 4... Paul 
Winscot spent a 
few days of his 
vacation visiting 
relatives in Plat- 
tsmouth and the 
remainder of the 
time at home. 
Js «CO. Travis 
spent all of his 


Dick Reed, son of John 
Reed, Jr., former gen- 
eral office messenger 
vacation time boy who recently re- 


signed to take up avia- 

tion. The uniform is 

that of a Civilian Air 
Patrol Cadet. 


painting the in- 
side of his house. 

. . Norma Roe- 
der, the win- 
some young lady 
in the switchroom, spent most of her 
vacation jt home helping shuck corn. 
She did manage to get away for a 
short time though and pay the “3” office 
folks a visit. Norma tells us that, much 
to her surprise one morning, a Commercial 
man came to her home in Bennet and told 
them he was lost and asked could they 
tell him how to get to Panama. This per- 
son was none other that Asa Waters. May- 
be some of these telephone men should 
carry a compass. ... George B. Arnold 
and A. E. Dulin were on the sick list for a 
few days. ... Ole Man Flu gota good hold 
on W. H. Spurlock and has kept him home 
since the latter part of October. However, 
according to the latest reports he is get- 
ting better and we are hoping to see him 
back on the job soon. ...D. C. Gilmore 
has been sniffing around with a slight 
cold but we cannot make him stay home. 
. . R. C. Dalton was absent for a few 
days because of a minor skin operation. 
... W. H. “Bill’ Webster is certainly 
going to put himself in much better condi- 
tion from the number of vitamin pills he 
has purchased... .It was quite a shock to 
all of us to hear of J. E. Smith’s sudden 
illness. At this writing he is a little better 
but is still not allowed any visitors. In 
case his many friends would like to drop 
him a card he is in room 321 at the St. 
Elizabeth hospital. . L. P. Livingston 
really goes in for sports. He recently went 
pheasant hunting with friends who got his 
limit of pheasants for him, but Les was not 
going to be outdone, so he did a little 
casting which resulted in a nice six pound 
catfish—not bad, Les. ...H. E. Jenkins 
spent some time checking Central Office 
Equipment at the Exeter, Fairmont and 
Nebraska City exchanges. ...H. C. Smith 
is installing ‘‘C’’ type carrier in the Lin- 
coln Office. Assisting are F. P. Arnold, 
G. B. Keith, D. C. Gilmore, Ivan Paddack 
and A. E. Dulin. ...Mr. and Mrs. H. G. 
White have had as their guest their neph- 
ew, Lt. Edwin R. White, who is a pilot 
for a navigation school at Hondo, Texas. 
. . . Mr. and Mrs. F. L. Teft are a week 
ahead of the rest of us, they enjoyed 
Thanksgiving Novrmber 23 with their 
daughters, Mrs. Don Christensen from 
Compton, California and Miss Lois Teft 
from Washington, D. C., and also Mrs. 


ee 


Reno Wee 
side the mer days? 


; other, E. L. Carr from Indian- 
Teft's Badiana. .. . Art King took a few 
¢ and went to Bassett, Nebraska, 
mhere. ie attended the wedding of his 
heather Ercel, a former employee of the 
Commer¢i@! Department. ...F. P. Darnold 
ga the wood tanks of the storage 
g at the David City and Nebraska 
City exchenges. .. . Things look rather 
suspicioUS with this man V. B. Hutchison. 
He recently moved to new quarters, has 
been see” attending auction sales and 
visiting furniture stores—just looking at 
everytbiné- There have been several mys- 
tovioue telephone calls coming to the Chief 
Switchm2” § office inquiring as to whether 
or not Mr. Hutchison is married, and we 
just don’t know the answer—maybe you 
can enlighten us on this matter Vern... 
Ed Dulin is in the “dog house” again, but 
it’s over Pheasants this time and not paint. 
Some of US 17 the switchroom never have 
ithe opportunity to go hunting and Mr. 
Dulin i8 fully aware of this fact, but in- 
stead ot inviting any of the ‘‘unfortunates”’ 
to enjoy the pheasants he asks some of the 
Traffic Department. We realize there is 
nothing glamorous about us but we still 
lilces pheasants too. This straw broke the 
camel's pack and we'll get even. ... Two 
new employees on the service board are 
Mildred Dickerson and Doris Sullivan. 
They are taking the places being vacated 
by Eleanor Jensen and Doris Cratsenberg 
who have joined the WAVES and are leav- 
ing the 26th of December for Hunter’s 
College, New York. oa» Mrs, B...23, Hoft- 
mann, mother-in-law of George Keith, fell 
part way down stairs receiving a broken 
limb and also a broken toe. She is at the 
St. Elizabeth hospital. 


apolis, 
days of 


repaire 
batterie 


Supply Department 


Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


As your associate editor again joins you, 
vacation? time is fast drawing to a close. 
Only oné vacationer—Ruth Marrow, Motor 
Vehicle Department, took the first part 
of her Vacation from November 13 to 
Novembe! 17, at home. ... A month never 
seems to TOll by without visitors in the 
warehouse: Bob Tucker, formally of the 
shop, recently receiveda medical discharge 
from the army. He visited the ware- 
on November 20. He is now an em- 
ployee of the Telephone Company in York, 
Nebrask@-. : . A letter was received by 
Bert guddleston from Cpl. Gerald H. 
Hendeys°™: of the U. S. Marines. He is 
taking part in the Pacific theater of opera- 
tions of the Marianas. Cpl. Henderson 
was formally with the Construction De- 
partment and Warehouse before entering 
the service: . L. A. Stacy received a 
telephon© call from Pfe. Howard Stacy at 


house 


Fort Ord, Catifornia, 
which is a Port of 
Embarkation. . 
Dean Hobson, son of 
John Hobson, Con- 
struction Foreman 
was reported ill in 
the hospital. He has 
been employed part 
time in the ware- 
house. .. .Axel Berg- 
lund jand Ray Hick- 
man are now em- 
p’oyed as warehouse- 
m-n. Merle Chamber- 
lin has been assigned 
as Supply Depart- 
ment truck driver. 
‘ Don Aydelott 
was transferred from 
Supply Department 
truck driver to Motor 
Vehicle Inspector... . 


eis and Bill Minich, Geneva combinationmen, snapped be- Inventory is the main 
service truck. Remember those good old kalmy sum-_ activity in the Sup- 


ply Department, and 
going along smoothly. 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 

Time for another news report so here it 
is. . . . Louise Porter, Assistant Chief 
Operator, returned to work from her vaca- 
tion and on the afternoon of her first day 
back, was taken to the hospital for an.ap- 
pendectomy. She is back on the job again 
and reports her health now is A-l.... 
Late vacationers include A. O. Andrews, 
from the General Traffic Department, 
who says he spent most of his leisure time 
excavating and he has the callouses to 
prove it. ... Marian Niemann and Doro- 
thy Nelson entertained at Marian’s home 
November 23 honoring Esther Elmshaueser 
who is to he married early in December. 
All of the toll supervisors were there and 
the evening was spent informally. Esther 
received many lovely gifts and we all ex- 
tend our very best wishes for her future 
happiness. ... One evening a few weeks 
ago, during the rush period, the operators 
complained that the room temperature 
was too high. Trying to do all possible to 
keep everyone comfortable we _ pulled 
down a window on the west side of the 
operating room. To our dismay we dis- 
covered it was unscreened and as it was 
pulled down. in flew two sparrows who 
were evidently waiting for just such an 
opportunity. After getting in, they seemed 
most unhappv and began flying frantically 
from one light fixture to the other. We 
called Ed Dulin, switchboard man, and he 
came up with a long stick and tried to 
shoo them out of the window but to no 
avail. He in turn called in the janitors 
and between them all, including the spar- 
rows, they had quite a battle. However, 
after an hour or so, the men won and we 
went back to normal living. From now on, 
no windows will be opened by us unless 
they are securely screened. ... Evelyn 
Wait toll operator, reported to work one 
day with her leg bandaged. When asked 
the reason, she said she fell out of the 
bathtub. It seemed she tried stepping 
out of the tub with one foot and at the 
same time clean out the bottom of the 
tub with the other. After we explained 
to her that one foot must always be left 
to stand on, she replied, ‘‘Now they tell 
me’. .. . Another late vacationer was 
above mentioned Miss Wait, who enjoyed 
a rest at her home in Seward. Jean Fram- 
stead. General Traffic Department, spent 
her time off at home except for a few 
days in Omaha... . Lillian Baker, Marian 
Niemann, Arlene Zabel and Mary Huber 
round out our vacation list for the year. 
We will try to report on their activities 
next time. ... Bye ‘now. 
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Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


Auburn 


Area Manager Sterling Nelson has really 
strutted these past few days. The reason— 
he is “grandfather”. Little Susan Rou- 
mayne McKenney was born November 
20th. Mrs. McKenney was the former 
Marcia Nelson, operator at Auburn and 
Beatrice. 


Beatrice 


We welcome back Ruth Womack and 
Bessie Mills to our staff this month... . 
Wilma Grupe attended the State Bowling 
Tournament in Omaha November 18th. ... 
We are happy to see Ellen Wrightsman 
a former operator back in our midst... . 
With vacations still taking their place in 
the news we can report that Ruth Zim- 
merman visited at her home in Plymouth 
and Joyce Girl just took life easy at 
home. At the present time Alys White is 
vacationing with relatives and friends in 
Tecumseh and Johnson... . It isn’t often 
one can pick strawberries in Nebraska 
during the month of November, but Bob 
Schouborg brought a quart of freshly 
picked strawberries to the office November 
23rd, just to prove to the boys that it could 
be done. ... We are dodging painters at 
this writing. Yes, the Beatrice Office 
Building is undergoing a complete job of 
interior and exterior decoration. ... Dan 
Higgins former Beatrice plant employee, 
who retired on pension in July departed 
for California November 22nd to make 
his future home... . The new face being 
seen in our office is that of Marjory Wil- 
letts, our new relief clerk. We’re glad to 
have you with us Marjory. 


Brock 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Little were in Lincoln 
November 18th. 


Burchard 


Hattie Wilcox and Minnie Herron were 
Beatrice visitors. Marie Tegtmeier has 
been on the sick list, but she is able to 
be back at work now. 


Fairbury 


Ricka Schenk is spending her vacation 
at home. ... While Joyce Schmitt spent 
her vacation in Colorado and reported 
having a very nice time. ... We welcome 
Grace Childers to our office ... Mrs. 
Arlene Cline has received the Purple 
Heart from her Husband Charles, who was 
wounded in action. At this writing he is 
again in combat. 


Friend 


Frieda Eurich underwent a tonsillectomy 
recently and is recuperating at her home. 


Humboldt 


October 23 was the date of another 
weiner roast for the telephone employees, 
the picnic was held in the woods east of 
town. ... The office force was pleasantly 
surprised last week by the arrival of a 
box of chrysanthemums. They were sent 
from California by Mr. Baldwin, former 
manager of the Humboldt office. 
Mary Meister visited in Tecumseh and 
Pawnee City while Rose Fankhauser and 
Mariella Williamson visited November 3rd 
in Pawnee City. 


Johnson 


Irene Ray visited in Lincoln November 
llth. Shirley and Jacqueline Ray of Lin- 
coln will be at home with their mother, 
Irene Ray on Thanksgiving Day. 


Sterling 
That flu germ is back once again, this 
time it took its spite out on Helen Wehmer 
and Ruth Probst. We hope to see you out 


again real soon. ... Barbara Ann Benson 
spent November 7th in Lincoln. 


Table Rock 


Erma Jancik visited relatives in Bur- 
chard October 29th. 


Tecumseh 


Lt. (j.g.) C. W. Meshier, U.S.N. spent 
three weeks visiting his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. B. Meshier, after fourteen months 
duty on the Pacific. . Harold Drake 
spent his vacation husking corn. .. . Vic 
Buethe spent November 4th with her 
mother, Goldie Thompson. ... Sgt. Don 
Haverstadt was home visiting his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Halverstadt. . . . Joan 
Koons was in Lincoln October 3lst. .. . 
That certain soldier was home from Camp 
Crowder, Mo. visiting Verna Bartels... . 
If you see a beaver walking down the 
street take another look. It’s only our 
Chief Operator Miss Ragon. She could 
hardly wait for cold weather to set in to 
wear that new fur coat. ... John Fowler 
opin family were Omaha visitors November 

st. 


Wilber 


Amelia and Anna Aden and Norma Fort 
were Lincoln shoppers this month. 


Wymore 


Maxine Pabst just returned from a three 
weeks visit in New York. Elaine Clark 
spent November 23 in Lincoln. Roy Mills 
wishes to announce that he bowled a score 
of 611 one night recently, however he 
failed to inform us whether this was for 
SIX Or nine games. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Exeter 


Margie Grewell, Chief Operator-Cashier, 
spent her vacation in Kansas City. 


Fairmont 


Wynona Lusk has been. vacationing 
from her duties as operator. 


Geneva 


Off we go again this month with people 
Still taking their vacations. Elsie Sole has 
returned to her duties as Cashier after an 
enjoyable two weeks in Denver and all 
Points west. ... LaVerne Langetieg picked 
California for her rest period. Betty Lou 
Hester spent some time in Lincoln, while 
E. A. Moorhead, R. J. Weis and June Sole 
decided just to sit around the house for 
awhile. . . . Visitors at the office this 
month included H. F. McCulla, J. H. Agee, 
J. S. Jackson, F. E. Behm, and those two 
Wolves from the Hastings office, D. C. 
Wilson and R. E. Wait. . . . Thelma Hirsch- 
back and Grace Gunderman resigned re- 
cently and Wildon Snyder joined our tele- 
Phone family this month. 


Hasiings 


That smile on Alma Herzog’s face is not 
because she is so glad to begin another 
week but because the Navy was good 
enough to dock the Shangri La long 
enough for her husband to call her. Now 
if she could only find out where the call 
originated she would be boarding the next 
train for that spot. . . . Complete contrast 
is Marie Brewer who returend from 4 
“most enjoyable’ week-cnd in Omaha 
Where she attended ihe wedding of a 
friend. We wonder how Omaha looks! . - - 
f anyone notices a gray hair or two 1M 
Bee Rohrer'’s head, ask the three cherubs 


(2?) in the Commercial Department why. 
ffice 


tioned ie : ldt is spending 
there. Mrs. Schu aattnige: 


funeral 


ad —~-= 


of his uncle at Fairmont, November 20. 
- . . The Plant Department would like to 
extend an official welcome to two new 
employees, namely, Robert Starnes and 
Ronald Brown. ... T. S. Burr started his 
vacation about the middle of November 
and, as far as we know, is spending the 
time at home. . . . H. W. Tubbs spent his 
vacation in Kansas visiting relatives. 


Hebron 
H. G. Taedter has been helping at the 
Hastings exchange recently. .. . Annabelle 
Singleton is on the sick list. Hurry and 
get well, Annabelle . . . We would like to 
know the meaning of that sparkler on the 
left hand of Delores Moell. .. . Ida Witte 


visited at her home in Deshler recently. 
. . . The Christmas season is just around 
the corner so the girls have drawn names 
and will have a gift exchange. 


Ohiowa 


LaVera Matthies and Harry Gewacke 
were married at Bellville, Kansas, No- 
vember 1. Mrs. Gewacke plans to continue 
her work as operator at the Ohiowa ex- 
change. November 6 the operators enter- 
tained Mrs. Gewacke at a party and pre- 
sented her with a gift... . Evelyn Heater 
returned October 31 from her vacation 
which she spent in Mead, Marylend, with 
her husband. 


Osceola 


The employees in the Osceola Area en- 
joyed a brief visit with Mr. Agee and 
Mr. McCulla the latter part of October. 
. . . W. M. Mouden spent his vacation at 
home the latter part of November hunting 
out the ducks and pheasants. 


Polk 
Esther McNeely spent November 8 shop- 
ping in York. ... Ramona Nelson returned 


to work November 11, after enjoying a ten- 
day vacation with friends in Denver, Colo- 
rado. 


Shickley 
Margaret Morgan’s son, Richard, who is 


attending school in Wahoo, spent several 
days vacation with his mother the latter 


part of October. ... Eve Kapke visited at 
the Shickley office November 12. 
Superior 


Frances Harmon and her parents are 
vacationing for a week in Denver. 
Evelyn Troudt has been enjoying a visit 


WAR"EOAN 
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with her brother who has been overseas. 
. .. Frances Sarchet was a loyal Superior 
football fan who journeyed to Sutton to 
see a game.... Betty Jeppesen vacationed 
at home in Superior and with her sister 
on a farm near Hardy. Clara Mae 
Chambers helped with the arduous task 
of moving but we hope she’s settled com- 
fortably for the winter now... . The Traf- 
fic Department did themselves proud at 
their Hallowe’en party which was a how!- 
ing success. All of the gals had a grand 
time despite the bruises and skinned knees. 

. . Nadine Messersmith was in Kearney 
recently renewing old acquaintances. ... 
Area Manager Frank F. Kubat is spending 
his vacation in Superior. Hunting seems 
to be the main diversion. . .. “Shrimp” 
Whitney has been having some dental 
work done and has lost some of his usual 
pep along with several molars. 


Suiton 


We're sorry to report that Iris Barbee, 
Cashier, has been on the sick list the past 
week. We hope she will be back to work 
soon. .. . Edith Schleiger, Chief Operator, 
spent the week-end of November 19 in 
Grand Island. 


York 


Hallowe’en has come and gone taking 
with it spooks, haunts and doorbell ringers, 
by the names of Rystrom and Talbot. At 
the party they really got steamed up after 
the first block, and at their age, too... . 
Luree McCarty is back from Tennessee 
and singing the ‘‘Memphis Blues’. Go 
west, young woman, go west... . Lenore 
Cavander is a new local student while 
Ardith Peters and Rosella Friesen are 


toll students this month. . .. Wreatha 
Rystrom went home to Stromsburg to 
shuck corn during her vacation. ... Artis 


Bowen had her tonsils out during her va- 
cation and Margaret Laird is back to work 
after an appendectomy... . Virginia (Daisy 
Mae Fuller copped first prize at the Sadie 
Hawkins dance at the U. S. O. What has 
she got that the rest of the telephone 
operators haven't, except that she showed 
more of? Ruth Swanson, Cashier, has been 
taking radio instruction from an Army red- 
head. I hear those nightly maneuvers are 
so interesting. To Ruth I dedicate my 
thought for the day—‘Little pitchers have 
big ears!” We won’t say anything 
about George Mehuron this month. What 
we know can’t be printed. 


Sixth War Loan 
Drive Extended 


According to late word received 
from the War Finance Commit- 
tee of the U. S. Treasury Depart- 
ment, the Sixth War Loan Drive 
in the Industrial Division will be 
continued during the entire 
month of December instead of 
closing on December 16. This 
means that our purchases of “E” 
Bonds made during all of this 
month will count toward quotas 
in the drive. 


This gives us added opportun- 
ity to get behind the folks in the 
service who are sacrificing so 
much for all of us. After all, 
we’re safe and sound at home. 
That’s worth at least another 
War Bond, isn’t it? 
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YSTRICT STEWOGRAPHER , BEATRICE ack REPAIR? 
WHO UNDERTOOK TO MAKE HER OWN FURNTINGS DIDN'T 
Set OFF ANY TOO WEL IAD RD GOT HORE RACH 
THE LOGICAL CLIMAX OF RUTHS BEING STUCK TIGHT IN 


oS One 
RUTH BLE. 


MINNIE SANMANN AND FERN WILGER, 
YORK , ARE LOOKING FOR THE GUY 
WHO SOUNDED THE SEVEN OCLOCK 


Ge, — ees, | | SIREN AT SIX THE OTHER MORNING. 
ae fa — | | THEY BOTH REPORTED FOR DUTY AN 


ee a HOUR EARLY BECAUSE OF IT! || THE REGISTER, SCREAMING FOR HELP, 
eta PLEASE DONT REMIND 
LCs IT DOESNT 
pS ra inte AES HARLAN GILLESPIE. OF HIS 
RLING NELSON STILL IN HiS HURTIES, sa rea ere 


SO THEY SAY. NOW APPEARS IN THE 


PROUD ROLE OF “GRAND PA." OF TRYING (FOR HALF 


AN HOUR) To START 
BOB SCHOUBORGE'S 
CAR WITH THE 
KEY To THE 

FILLEY OFFICE 
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FOLKS WHO SAW THE BATTLE CLAIM IT WAS 
PACKED WITH ALL THE THRILLS OF ACTUAL 
AERIAL COMBAT. ED DLULIN WAS CALLED 
40 THE LINCOLN OPERATING ROOM TO 
EVICT TWO SPARROWS - AND THE PERFORM- 
ANCE THAT FOLLOWED KEPT A SPELL- 
BOUND ALIDIENCE ON THE EDGE OF 
THEIR CHAIRS 


dot >< 
J. PUGSLEY 15 SO PROUD OF HIS 
NEW DISCOVERY THAT HE GIVES 
LONG DISSERTATIONS ON THE 
SUBJECT. AFTER. ALL THESE 
YEARS, JAY HAS FOUND A BRAND 
AND PATTERN OF UNMENTIONABLES 
THAT KEEPS THE KNEES WARM, 


_' HELLo OPERATOR - 
ARE YOU LOOKING. 
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RAY SHERMAN , OF 
THE GENERAL SHOP, 
DIONT REALIZE HE 
HAD MADE SO MANY 
ELECTION BETS UNTIL 

| TIE MORNING AFTER. 
To DATE HE HAS BEEN REMINDED 
OF-AND PAID OFF - SIX CHICKEN 
DINNERS WITH TRIMMINGS. 


CLAUDE HELM, VISITING THE. HOSPITAL AT YORK , 
DIDNT WANT To APPEAR AS ONE OF THE 
HO! POLLO! , SO HE PARKED HIS CAR INTHE AREA 
RESERVED FOR THE MEDICHL STAFF AND SAUNTERED 
IN BY THE RESTRICTED REAR ENTRANCE. HE 
PROMPTLY GOT LOST IN THE MAZE OF Te BASEMENT 
AND HAD TO BE RESCUED By A SEARCHING PARTY 
OF IRATE HOSPITAL AUTHORITIES . 


WILLA ROBBINS, OF SEWARD, ON A RECENT Visit 
TO H KANSAS TOWN, WAS PLACING H CALL FROM 
HER HOTEL ROOM WHEN SHE WAS AMAZED TO 

HEAR THE KANSAS OPERATOR SAY “HELLO OPERATOR, 
WHO ARE You?" IT MUST BE THAT OUR 
TRAINING COURSE LEAVES THEM WITH 
AMAT ” PROFESSIONAL TOUCH." 


